SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
LIFELINE/TRIBAL LINK UP ADVERTISING/OUTREACH
ANNUAL REPORT

JULY 1, 2023
Company: West River Telecommunications Cooperag‘
Address: 101 Main St W, Hazen, ND 58545

Telephone number: 701 748-2211
Company contact: Shannon Wendel

Study Area Code: 391671

Lifeline/Tribal Link Up Advertising/Outreach Activities:

Advertise in media of general distribution.* (See attached
advertisement(s).)

Letter to existing and new customers regarding the availability of Lifeline/
Tribal Link Up within 15t 30 days of service.* (See attached letter.)

Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information in directory.

Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information available on Company
website.

Company's information posted on USAC website.

NHRRNE [

Other (describe): |Membership Notification Brochure

*Required




WRT Board of Director opportunities in 2023

WRT is a local cooperative providing
fiber optic broadband internet, voice,
and security camera services, as well as
Co-Op Cashback to members in 25 com-
munities across central North Dakota
and South Dakota. WRT is currently
accepting Board of Director petitions
for two positions open in 2023.

WRT’s service area is divided into
seven districts, with representation by
one director for each district. Directors
are elected, by the WRT membership,
to serve three-year terms and may run
for re-election. WRT members living in
District 4 or District 7 wishing to run
for the cooperative board can do so by
submitting a petition for nomination.
Petitions must be signed by at least 15
WRT members and submitted by 5:00pm
CT on Friday, March 3, 2023, in accor-
dance with WRT Bylaws.

The current WRT members repre-
senting the open positions are District
4 Director Joy Kitzan, Hebron, and
District 7 Director Gene Wolf, Hazen.
WRT members living in District 4 and
District 7 can represent their local area
on the cooperative board. WRT District

4 consists of parts of Morton and Stark
Counties in North Dakota including the
parts of the St. Anthony, Flasher, New
Salem, Glen Ullin, and Hebron exchang-
es lying within those counties south of
Interstate 94. WRT District 7 consists of
parts of Mercer County in North Dakota
including the parts of the Hazen, Stan-
ton, Pick City, and Center exchanges
lying within Mercer County.

The election will take place at WRT’s
71st Annual Meeting on Friday, June
2, 2023, in Hazen. Any WRT member
may vote for the two director positions
electronically via online voting, by
mail/absentee ballot, in person at the
Annual Meeting registration, or during
the Annual Meeting. Online voting and
mail/absentee will be available prior
to WRT’s annual meeting. Members
interested in running for the WRT
Board should contact WRT CEO/GM
Troy Schilling at the WRT Hazen office,
email myWRT@wrtc.com or call 701-
748-2211 to request a petition. Addition-
al information can be found in the WRT
telephone book.

PHoto By DANIEL ARENS

The Travis Anderson Trio provides a unique jazz rendition to classical TV show and
Disney movies during their performance in Hazen. The show was the third of four
performances hosted by the local Concert Series for music aficionados.
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P WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
- Offices in: Hazen & Beulah, ND » Mobridge, SD
> 701-748-2211 » www.westriv.com ® myWRT@wrtc.com
W "WRT is an equol opportunity provider & employer”
Under the Actof 1996,
service thatis available to all ovides basi ices within its

service area. Basic sesvices are offered a the following rates: Single Party Residence & Business Service - $22.50/
mo. Local residence & business service includes: Voice grade access 1o the public switched network; flat-rated local
exchange service free of per minute charges; access 1o emergency services such as 911 & enhanced 911; and toll
blocking/toll fimitation. Broadband intemet access service which is the capability to transmil and receive data is
available in various packages.

BATTERY NOTICE When WRT installs fiber optics, wi it (i

needs power 1o operale. If your electricity fails, the ba:lmp unit will power the equipment & provide voice servke lo(
approx. 8 houts, WRT offers additional baftery packs 1o extend

backup - for $2/mo. Please keep in mind these basic emergency tips: 1) Keep at least one basic CORDED phon! on
hand to use in case of power outages, as cordless use addilonal power. z) 1f you have a generator, make sure the

Y ip unit is y light on
Y ip unit 10 see if il Is getting. out of charge. ulk nbmu F and below
TorF. Tfe s 24 years, i
‘warranty. If you b questions or Yout battery backup time, callWIRT a1 701-748.2211.

Lifeline provides subscribers a discount on qualifying
monthly telephone, broadband Interne, o bundled voice-broadband packages. Lifeline provides a discount up to
2 §9.25/mo. on service for eligible low-income subscribers and up to $34.25/mo. for those on Tribal lands. To be
eligible for Lifeline assistance, zn applicant or subscriber, one of their dependents of their househokd must participate
in one or more of the following programs: Medicald; Supplemental Nutition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly

istance; of Veterans &
sion Benefil. Indviduals whose household lncome Is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines are also
eligible for Lifeline assistance. Toll blocking at no charge and uduced deposits are also available. Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal Link Up support is avai ivi Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides for additional telephone services discounts, and in addition 1o the previously cited programs, for those
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Head Start, i lion Program on Indi: Tribal TANF Only ell-
gible consumers may enroll in the Lifeline program. Lifefine appli must pr it
eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance programs of through income-based
means. Lifeline reciplents are required (o recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline program Is limited to one
benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or wireless service. Lifeline is a government benefit program, and
ly fine or
For more i ifeline, call WRT at 7 1orgoto:
01g/. WRT is als e e i rider. ACP is

munications Commisslon (FCC) program 1o assist low-income households pay fof broadband/itenet. You may be
eligible if your household’s income is belaw 200% of the Federal Paverty Guidelines, of if you have someone in your

household currently receiving a government benefit like SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch, If your household is eligible, you could recelve: Up to $30/mo. discount on your internet of up to $75/
mo. discount if your household is on qualifying Tribal land. If you are currently receiving the Lifeline beriefit, you
may automatically qualify for ACP. For mote information on ACP, call WRT al 7017482211 or go to: hitps://www.
affordableconnectivity,gov/

TAT T West River icati oopef | ity pr

o k | civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights reg-
ulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, i inister
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disabilty, age, marial status, family/parental status, income de-
rived from a publu: assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prmv civil rights activity, in any
program o

deadines vaty by p program or incident, Persons ive means or ion for
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiolape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the respon-
sible Agency or USDAS'[ARGF[ Ceﬂlﬂ a1(202) 720-2600 (vok:e and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877- ther than English.
To file a program dtsuvl.lllmm Whht complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,

discrimination-complaint) and at any USDA office of wite a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the fetter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submat your
completed form of letter to USDA by: (1) mail: US. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) emaik:
program intake@usda gov. USDA Is an equal opportunity provider, emplayer, and lender.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT WRT, PO BOX 467, HAZEN, ND 58545 OR CALL 701-748-2211

Don Murschel
80th Birthday Party

Hazen City Hall (Small Hall)
Sunday, January 29, 2023
1:00-4:00pm
No Gifts Please

Elaine Buchholz
Estate Sale

917 Main St, Stanton
Saturday, Feb. 4

10 a.m.to 4 p.m.

{ Clylifr Chié ‘l

A Sunday, Feb5 3pm-6:30pm (!

h St. Matthew Lutheran Church )
¥ 302 3rd St NW @
/ To-go orders are also available. \}
/ A free will offering will be ;

sent to the LCMS to assist the
important ministry in Chilé.



" Wanted | Work Wanted

Looking to purchase a pull t\'Pc
Ice shack that drops flush to t
ice. Please call 605-230-0277 if
you have one fore sale.

Top prices paid: Silver, Gold,
coins, collections, estates, ap-

Piano Tuning: Call Paul McCorkle
605-848-0268

Will repair computers and laptops.
I carry new and used computers
for sale! Reasonable rates, most
parts on hand. Craig Imberi 605-
845-7755 or 605-230-0445; 1218

praisals, repairs. Larsen’s Jewelry

605.580.9963 oth Ave. W.

“Your key to Insurance service™

You work hard on
your farm and
ranch. Let us work
hard to protect it.

We have higher liability limits
available for farms and ranches of all sizes...

A BRIDGEMARK COMPANY

845-3664
210 E. Grand Crossing, Mnhrldge

Jesse Konold

John Dady
Puopsnrv-CfsuAuv Acents

8 WILispe’zin_q Meadows Apartments

Mobridge, SD 57601
APPLICATIONS ALWAYS WELCOME!

SPECIALI Now With
NO Application Fee!

¢ Laundry « Malil
* Community Room
« Spacious Apartments
« Well Kept Facilities

INCOME BASED RENTAL ASSISTANT AVAILABLE!

COStCHO For Mare Information

The Monday Reminder - January 23, 2023 © 7

BUSINESS & SERVICE

DIRECTORY

e —
GARRET TENBROEK

::rmn:o Pum: A:caum'uﬂ

= cennid Wurku;!g With
[SIEZTE]  QuickBooks® Since 1991,
“S~Proldvieor -~ Set Up = Training * Consulting

We Know The Program! 605-845-7410

Matt Feiock

605-230-0620
Jason @man

605-845-6930

Eleelvie Licegmd
“06""‘{!9: &9 Insared

(e

|_Automotive |
ﬁ LEE & JUNDT

AUTO BODY LTD.
Complete auto

Dana Merkel
body repalring. 1709 . Grand Crossi
glass installation, ng

painting. 845'3987

SUPERIOR

Grain Equipment

GrainStorage - Conditioning - Handling

Manufactured
locally in

Rivers Edge Builders, LLC

All Argung, Joshua Barton

IR N §05-848-9302

g ﬂ i Drywall - Remodels
| o u‘

Painting - Cabinets
——

ﬁ

@ Call 845-3094
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 10amto Noon & 1103 pm

/
wdﬂ.}_’ul ;

SR

za thg, @aafzetd, B

ﬁ We Clean: « Carpets * Upholstery/Furniture g

4 .Area Rugs ¢ Stairs * RV’s & More!

e } Luella Faulkner 605-845-2863

Cell: 605-848-2901
4 Daniel Faulkner 605-848-1556
Z CLEANING
ST

817 Mh A\'c East ¢ \'lobrldge SD

7

\Y

WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
Offices in: Hazen & Beulah, ND * Mobridge, SD
701-748-2211 » www.westriv.com » myWRT@wrtc.com
“WAT is an equal opportunity provider & employer”™

MONTHLY SERVICE RATES; Under the Actof 1996, " means basic telephone
service that i< available 10 all consumers. WRT provides basic and enhanced telecommunications services within its
service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: Single Party Residence & Business Service - $22.50/
ma. Lacal residence & business service includes: Volce grade access to the public switched network: flat-rated local
exchange service free of per menule charges; access to emergency services such as 911 & enhanced 911; and toll
blocking/toll limitation. Broadband intemet access service which is the capabilty to transmit and receive data is
available in varicus packages.

NOTICE: When WRT installs fiber optics. we offer to install a battery backup unit (a1 no extra fee) - as fiber
needs pawer to operate. If your electricity fails, the backup unit will power the equipment & provide voice service for
apprax. B hours. WRT offers additional batiery packs to extend the length of valce service and pravide infernet service
backup - for $2/mo. Please keep in mind these basic eme: Ups: 1) Keep at least cne basic CORDED phane on
hand 10 use In case of power outages, as cardless use additonal power. z; if you have a generator, maxe sure the
hattery is that s served by the g light on
your battery ba'lua unit Lo see if it Is getting low or out of charge. nnumes should be sIored above 41 F and below
104" F. General baltery life Is 2-4 years, pending usage & storage conditions and have a limited 3-year manufacturer’s
warranty. If you have any questions or viould ike 1o extend your battery backup time, call WRT at 701-748-2211.

ASSISTANCE_PROGRAM:
manthly telephone, broodband Intemet, or bundled vaice-broadband packages, Lifeline provides a discount up to
2 $9.25/ma. on service for elmuz lovincome subscribers and up to $34.25/mo. for these o Tribal londs. To be

B_& ACP: Lifeline provides subccribers a discount on qualifying

elgible for Lifeli n applicant of r, one of thelr
in ane or more of the loﬂnwvng pregrams: chb:a d; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly
Food Stamps); Security Public Housing or Veterans & Survivors Pen-

sion Benefit. Individuals whose household Incwm. is at of below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines are also
eligible for Lifeline assistance. Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits are also avallable, Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal Link Up suppart is asailable to those qualifying individuals living on Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides (or additional telephone services discounts, snd in addition to the previously cited programa, far those
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of indian Alfairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Head Start, Food Indian Triaal TANF qualifies them for this support. Only el
gible consumets may entoll in the Lifeline program. Lifeli licants must present
eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying fcderal assistance programs of through income-based
means Lifeline recipients are required 1o recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline program Is limited to one
benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or wareless service. Lifeline is a government benefit program, and
consumer y = 5 in order punished by fine of Imprisonment
o fr program. For, Lifeline, call WRT at 10r go to. https//www.
org/. WRT is also an Affordable Program (ACP) service providar. ACP Is a Federal Com-
munications Commissian (FCC) progrom to aszist pay for You may be
eligible if your household's income Is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, or if you have someone in your
househokd cutrently receiving a gevernment benefit like SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could receive: Up 1o $30/mo. discount on your internet of up ta $75/
ma. discount if yaur household is on quabfying Tribal land. If you are currently receiving the Lifeline benefit, you
may automatically qualify for ACP. For more information on ACP, call WRT at 701-748-2211 or go 10: hitps//vwww.
allordableconnectivity.gov/

10N,
ies, the USDA, its Agencies, offic yees, and insti

USDA pragrams ere prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion. sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexus! crientaticn, cisabily, age, marital status, family/parental status, inceme de-
tived from a publi azcistance program,olfical beliefs, ot reprial o realiatin fof prior Gl rights actity in any
pragram o activity funded by USDA (not all & Remedi

deadlines vary by [ incident. Persons i alternative means of for
program infarmation (e.g., Braille, large prin, audiotape, Amarican Sign Language, elc.) should cantact the respon-
sible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (vaice and TTY) cr cantact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service al (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program ilable in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, camplete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at How 1o File a Program Discrimination Cemplaint (hitps.//vww.usca.qov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-
discriminaticn-complaint) end al any USDA office or wrrite a letter addrassed to USDA and pravide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form, To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form of letier ta USDA by: (1) mail. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:

an equal op;
ivil tightz reg-
of

Viest River ©
and
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Flooring & More!
COMPLETE CONCRETE NEEDS
«Concrete - styrofoam basements

*Garage floor *Driveways ?

«Sidewalk - Curb & Gutter

Call Steve Faehnrich at 845-3485

Y'Ui .li STOP SHOP FOR ALL
YOUR PETS & SUPPLIES!

Grooming Provided!
* Boarding At Your Home Or Qurs *

308 Main Street « Mobridge * 845-5700

Tami Schanzerdach Qurer

Plumbmg,
3|l Heating & Air
Conditioning Inc.

wwiv.naseplumbing.com

2423 Main SL., Selby - 605-649-1150
104 Mitchell St., Roscoe - 605-287-4411
1111 S. 2nd SL.. Aberdeen - 605-226-2545

[ Real Estate

[ Heating/A/C |

B &W
Air Canditioning & Heating

BRIDGE CITY
REAL ESTATE
BridgeCityOnline.com
503 1/2 W, Grand Crossing Suite B, Mobridge

Sales & Sarvice For Jackie Heil, Owner/Broker

Residential & Commerical 605-850-3896
KEN BERG (605) 845-7616 Rylae Jensen, Broker Associate

311 5th Ave. West - Mobridge 605-280-8793

Kary! d. Broker i
605-848-9250

é?’ O L S O N Harley Overseth, Broker Associate

73 605-848-3251

Heating & Air

Casey Spiry
General

[~

Jon Olson

#605-310-0938

ReeRsstzns RTINS C

vox 1o fum, wons s 009-850-4863
Free Estimates « Licensed and Insured

casey.spiry@yahoo.com Find Us on Facebook

=
E 1

—— e e
WHILE'S GONSTRUCTION!
Terry While « 605-850-4054

A-1 Heating
& Air, LLC

Call Matt Boden
605-464-1886

g.%g
) avns

All Your Construction Needs
Drywall » Windows = Doors * Decks
Painting * Siding = Pole Barns
Additions & Remodels

McClellan - Swanson
Dental Office

— 7 509 N. Main
A y/ Mobridge, S.D.

2\ ¥ Office Hours;
80 5 Mon. - Thurs.

/\ 810 12 Friday

T.G. Swanson, D.D.S.
M.H. McClellan, D.D.S.

845-7222

DACOTAH

INSURANCE *

Ashley Ulmer
Janice Sayler

320 Main Street | Mobridge
605-845-7300
dacotahbank.com

8
Qmmdo-:la

Advertise in the
Businesses & Services
Directory! 845-3646

Watershedigoofmg
Asphalt & Metal Roofing Sys!ems
Mike Szczur
605-845-5280 or
605-848-3941

szczur40@hotmail.com

)

S b4 L a8 s
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
IZ North Mobridge @2
8 Am - 5:30 pm M-F » 8 am - Noon on Sat.
(605) 845-3634

Mobhridge Regional
Hospital
605-845-3692
HELP - 911
Mobridge Police
Department
605-845-5000

pragram.intzke@usda gav. USDA is an equal oppartunity pravider, emplayer, and lender.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT WRT, PO BOX 467, HAZEN, ND 58545 OR CALL 701-748-2211

Call us today to advertise your business
$ $ We Offer Multi-Paper Discounts $ $

MOBRIDGE TRIBUNE - 605-845-3646 - Paid Circulation - 2,300
MONDAY REMINDER - 605-845-3646 - Free Circulation - 6,400
PRAIRIE PIONEER - 605-889-2320 - Paid Circulation - 1,000
WEST RIVER EAGLE - 605-964-2100 - Paid Circulation - 1,750
POTTER COUNTY NEWS - 605-765-2462 - Paid Circulation - 1,350

EMMONS COUNTY RECORD - 701-254-4537 -

MOBRIDGE

PUBLISHING

Paid Circulation - 2,500

1413 E. Grand
Crossing - Mobridge
www.mobridgetribune.com
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By: Betty Tomac

522-3347 b

Lovely sunshine this
Mondaymorning, with a little
wind blowing. It melts just a
small amount each day, making
more icy spots to watch out for.

Dale and _Teresa Dillman

guests at their house. On Sunday,
Bob and Jonabeth took Jay
Evenson and his friend, Laurie
out for a bobsled ride, behind
the matched team of horses,
====== theyhave. Bob made the Bobsled
this winter, he also has made a

uggy.

News

A.uderson and son Hunter, “of
Lemmon stopped to visit.

Frank and Krista Tomac were
in Lemmon Friday afternoon.

Coffee guests at Paul and
Marlene Soebbings this week
were Bea Baumeister and Debbie
Nehl.

Friday, Frank and Lois
Mollman went to Miles City, Mt.
to visit Emmett, Marci, Tristin,
Reese and NovaLee Mollman.
They delivered the Christmas
Gifts to Emmett’s family. While
there, they attended the “Bobbie
Burns Scottish Celebration”;
This Celebration was started

in1923-to honor the Scottish
people in the area. Their
Granddaughter, Novalee, who is
7 years old, wore the McGregor
colors and also wore a Kilt, and
did a Scottish Highlander Dance.

Toni Jacobs took me to
Mandan on Tuesday, where I
got a shot in my eye.

Friday, Bea Baumeister made
a trip to. McIntosh to get ‘tags’
for her car, she also visited Dale
Baumeister in Watauga.

Tom Ruhoff was a Sunday
dinner guest at John and Scott
Ruhoffs.

° Last Weekend, Bob and
Jonabeth Mollman went to
Aberdeen to watch Grandson,
Keston in his Hockey Games;
They then went on to Bo and
Soya Mollmans in Yankton to
watch Granddaughter Karissa
play Soccer; This Friday, Page
Mollman had dinner with his
parents,; Saturday, Bob and
Jonabeth visited Delores Long
at the Lemmon Nursing home.
They stopped at Preston and
Mandy Mollman on the way
home for Joanna’s Birthday
party; After Mass, Bonnie and
Greg Mollman were supper

the boys basketball game in
Lemmon against Bowman.

Saturday evening, after Mass
at Sacred Heart Church in
Morristown, Rae, Ronette,
Kieren and Maiken. enjoyed
supper at Fast Eddies,; Tevyn
Lutz had attended the Little
Moreau Conference girls
basketball games in Dupree and
had the school bus drop her off
there, to join them a little later.

Neva Mistelski, Dorothy
Chase, Brenda and Phil
Mitzel brought cupcakes and
coffee to celebrate Rosemary
Goldsmith’s 92 Birthday at
the Lemmon Nursing Home
on Friday morning; Friday
afternoon, the Nursing Home
served cake for Rosemary’s
Birthday to the Nursing Home
Residents.

Saturday, while Greg Tatro
went to Trail City, Gwen Tatro
went to Lemmon; Sunday
afternoon, Mike Zentner visited
Greg and Gwen; Sunday supper
guests at Tatro’s were Devin,
Kayla, Izzy, Olivia and JP
O'Donnell.

Toni and Sylvester Jacobs
.gained a new Grandson and
a new Great Granddaughter
this week. On January 20th,
Stephen and Imelda Jacobs
had a son, Isadore James; The
little man weighed 8 lbs 9 oz.
and was born at the Hettinger
Hospital. His Grandparents
are Jim and Sandy Jacobs of
Eyota, Minnesota and Toni and
Sylvester. Great Grandmothers
are Mrs. Schaff of Bismarck and
Betty Tomac of Lemmon.

On January 21st John and
Clara Goldade of St. Marys,
Kansas had a daughter, Erin

) y 26, 2023 Page 03
Nickand Debbie Vollmuth got JUNIOR HIGH HONORS
together with 17 other couples {4.0-3.5}

Ines. The little Miss weighed

6 1bs. 6 oz. Grandparents
are Jessica and Rob Goldade
of Long Prairie, Mn. and John
and Laura Peters of St. Marys,
Kansas; Great Grandparents
are Tom and Sylvester Jacobs
and Betty Tomac is the Great
Great Grandmother.

for a game night on Sunday

evening, It was lots of fun.
Happy Birthday to Arlynne

Walker and Nick Vollmuth.

By: Peyton Keller
605-845-5644.

The weather over the week in
Trail City has finally been sunny

Wyatt Schell, Emmitt Maher,
Cheyenne Lynch Dena Yellow
Earrings
JUNIOR H(3)NORS {3.499-

0

Alonna Campbell
SOPHOMORE HIGH
HONORS {4.0-3.5}

Brandi Baumeister,

Temprence Geigle
SOPHOMORE HONORS
{3.499-3.0}

Joshua Diamanti
FRESHMEN HIGH
HONORS {4.0-3.5}

Mia Hansen, Kaitlyn Lynch,

allowing some of our snow t
Nloware _ 5pisomeofowmowto essmnHerel "
get together was on Saturday - £4.0-3.5} Running Hawk, Gus Brenner,
January 14th at the Allan Bahm **Ka Volk, Gavin Lynch, Hayden Hollow, Zayden White

home. Those in attendance were Chloe Sandland, Shelby Edinger Eagle

Ron and Glenda Gross, Ashley
Bercier and family; Josh and
TaSheena Meyer and family;
Courtney Bahm and family
Mandan; Kevin and Wendy
B:gxr:, Camng‘lon and Arlene

Shields/ Selfridge Sportsman
Club had their Christmas supper
plus election of officers and
drawing for the Prairie Dog hunt
in June. Shields Bar and grill
served the supper , which was
very good.

Arlene Bahm visited her sister
Judy McDowall, Mandan a few
days this week.

S@M’E@g@

By: Debgle Vollmuth &
Jayne Laintz

ayne

With all the fog comes frost.
Although it may look pretty,
it can cause problems. The
electricity has been blinking and
going out for hours at a time.
Hopefully, that will soon end.
But, does all the fog mean lots
of precipitation in the future??

There will be a “Winter Fun
Day” at the Selfridge High
School on Saturday, January 28
from 1:00-3:00pm. This event
is open to students in grades
K-6. MaryJean Hunter will be
hosting another of her wonderful
parties for the children. Have
fun everyone!

Lenore and Willy Mosset
went to Bismarck on Friday for
errands.

WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
L Offices In: Hazen & Beulah, ND « Mabridge, SD
701-748-2211 » www.westrlv.com » myWRT@wrtc.com

-
W “WRT is an equal opportunity provider & employer”

MONTHLY SERVICE RATES: Under the Actof 1996,
b WRT

—~

et prraclorspsihef
mo. Locel residence & business servioe includes: vmmﬂ-mhmhmmmmdw
m-nlnhuvfpunhudam y services such as 911 &
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By Coach Robert Moorehouse

The Bearcats C-Team went to a
tournament in Hettinger on January
13th and 14th. The B first

PM by Chairman Boehm at the Mor-
ton County Courthouse, 210 Second
Avenue NW, Mandan, North Dakota.
Others present were Commissioners

game was against the Richard

and Lei and Auditor

Taylor Raiders. The Bearcats won
the game 61-15, The Bearcats came
out of the chutes quick and never
looked back. All players contributed
and there were four that scored 10 or
more points.

The second game was against
the Dickinson Trinity Titans. The

B lost the game 43-41. The
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Students named to tne NDSU
Dean’s list

Area North Dakota students were ina H

among the 4,226 North Dakota State Education
University students to be placed on
the fall 2022 dean’s list.

A student must earn a 3.50 grade
point average or higher and be en-
rolled in at least 12 class credits to
qualify for the summer list.

Braxton Rolle, Computer Science

Kiana R. Soupir, Nursing

Students from New Salem in-
clude:

Brenna M. Hoger, Nursing

Travis Kunkel, Management
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This put the Bearcats in the
third-place game against the Heart
River Cougars. The Bearcats won
this game 69-64 in a double overtime
thriller. The Bearcats came out hot
and cooled off the fourth quarter. Free
throws were a killer for the

Rhone. C Buckley was
present virtually. Absent was Com-
missioner Morell. Also present was
States Attorney Koppy, Sheriff Kirch-
meler and Recorder Seefeldt.

Leingang moved and Zachmeier
seconded to approve the agenda with
an addition. All voting aye, motion car-
ried.

Buckley moved and Leingang sec-
onded 1o approve the minutes of the
December 8, 2022 regular mesting. All
voting aye, motion carried.

Zachmeier moved and Boehm
seconded to approve the Bismarck
Mandari Chamber EDC to use Mor-
ton County Development Funds in the
amount of $22,500 for 6 in 1 Meats
LLC of New Salem for their expansion.
All voting aye, motion carried.

Buckley moved and Leingang sec-
onded to approve abatement #6139
which is a reduction of $57,200. All
voting aye, motion carried.

Zachmeler moved and Leingang
seconded to approve out of state trav-
el for Recorder Seefeldt to attend the
na!lpnal Property Records Industry As-

as they shot 40% from the stripe. The
Bearcats were able to pull off the win
with some phenomenal defense in the
second overtime. Five players scored
in double digits in this game.

The Bearcats C-Teams next
matchup was the Hazen Bison on
January 19th. The Bearcats won the
game 52-41. The Bearcats came out
slow and struggled to make shots the
first half, but were able to get hot the
second halfand win the game. It was
a back and forth game until the third
quarter where the d

y in
Phoenix, AZ on February 20-24,
2023. All voting aye, motion carried.
Zachmeier moved and Leingang
seconded appoint Michael Kemnitz
to a 3 year term expiring 12/31/25 on
the Morton County Water Resources
Board. All voting nay, motion denied.
Zachmeler moved and Buckley
seconded to appaint William Robinson
and Milch Bitz to 3 year terms expir-
ing 12/31/25 on the Lower Heart Water
Board. All voting aye, motion carried.
Leingang moved and Buckley
seconded lo appoint Roger Hille to a
4 year terms expiring 12/31/25 on the
jon. All

Jim and Marlene Gerving were surprised when all their children were presa
when they were honored with the “Forever Fan” award on Saturday durli
the basketball game with Flasher. Pictured I-r: Glenn, Allen, Jim, Marler
Tamera and Dean.

Participation
Needed in
Hunter Harvest

Surveys

While North Dakota’s 2022 hunt-
ing seasons have come and gone,
hunter success, or lack thereof, still
matters to wildlife managers.

The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department has conducted
hunter harvest surveys for more than
a half-century, using the findings
to help manage the state’s wildlife
populations. ;

Thousands of surveys are sent
annually, and participation is strongly
urged because hunter harvest plays
a noted role, for example, in setting
hunting license numbers for the up-
coming season.

Morton County Road Ct

the Bison 25-16. The B shot

voting aye, motion carried
Zachi moved and Buckley

75% from the stripe and were able to”

hit 5 three pointers that were crucial
in the win. The posts were huge in

Sl Paccncin kad n vany

ded to app liquor licenses

for 2023 for The Watering Hole, MK

Events and The Wet Spot. All voting
aye, motion carried. :

No bills were approved at this

~ —mcimies ant hainn Aom-

Hunters are surveyed about their
hunting activity because understand-
ing how many animals were removed
from the population is an important
ecological piece of information. The
information collected from the hunter
harvest surveys is d against

Just Joyce
Hello Readers,

Although the weather was
ally pretty on the trees with the f
it played havoc on our electri¢
Thursday our power kept blink
on and off. Friday, we were with
power for about 15+ hours, tl
it was restored. Saturday the s¢
thing for about 7+ hours, then b
on. Then the sun finally came:
Saturday afternoon and all day £
day. I was a happy camper. Yeah
sunshine!

During a recent password at
it was found that a blonde was w
the following password: Mickey}
niePlutoHueyLouicDeweyDon
GoofySacramento.

When asked why such a |
password, she said she was told
it had to be at least 8 characters:
and include at least one capital.

An overlooked part of clea
the floors in your house is main
ing your cleaning tools. Using a:
mop or vacuum with a full bt

is much less effective
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Boys C squad earned third place in Hettinger Tourney

By Coach Bo Moorehouse

The Bearcat C-Team
competed in a tournament in
Hettinger Friday and Saturday,
January 13 and 14.

In the - first game of the
tounament they met the
Richardton-Taylor Raiders
and won the game 61-15. The
Bearcats came out of the chutes
quickly and never looked back.

All players contributed and
there were four on the team that
scored 10 or more points.

The second game was against
the Dickinson Trinity Titans
and in this one they lost, 43-41.
The ’Cats had a slow start and
were outscored 9-1 in the first
quarter. This would come back
to haunt them as the Bearcats
outscored the Titans 40-34
from the second through fourth
quarters.

The loss put the Bearcats in
the third-place game against
the Heart River Cougars which
they won 69-64 in a double
overtime thriller. The team had
come out hot and cooled off in

Free throws were a killer for
the Bearcats as they shot 40%
from the stripe. The ‘Cats were
able to pull off the win with
some phenomenal defense in
the second overtime.

Five players scored in double
digits in this game.

Bearcats — Hazen Bison

The Bearcat C-Teams next
matchup was the Hazen Bison
Thursday, January 19. The
Bearcats won the game 52-41.
The had come out slowly and
struggled to make shots during
the first half, but were able to
get hot the second half and win
the game.

It was a back and forth game
until the third quarter when the
Bearcats outscored the Bison
25-16. The team shot 75% from
the stripe and were able to hit
five three pointers that were
crucial in the win. The posts
were huge in the game as the
Bearcats had a' very big size
advantage.

Shiloh Christian Saints

The team had another busy

the fourth quarter. weekend as they played the
Shiloh Christian Saints Friday,
&= WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
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January 20 and the Flasher
Bulldogs on January 21.

The Bearcats lost to the
Shiloh Christian Saints 79-
46. The ‘Cats came out of the
chutes very slow and struggled
to put the ball in the hoop in
the first half but in the second
half they were red hot. They
cut the lead down to 14 in the
third quarter, but were not able
to keep up with the Saints.

The Bearcats were able to
make seven three pointers in

the game and shot 50% from

the free throw line. Scoring in

the game was balanced.
Flasher Bulldogs

Saturday, January 21 the

team took on the Flasher
Bulldogs. The Bearcats ended
up winning the game 43-35.

They struggled to score in
the second and third quarter
but were lifted by a solid
fourth quarter where they
outscored the Bulldogs 10-
5. The Bearcats were very

balanced in scoring versus the
Bulldogs.

Coach Moorehouse reported
“I am very proud how the
C-Team has played over the
past week. A lot of players
are really figuring themselves
out as basketball players.
They are playing as a team
and getting better every day. I
can'’t wait to see what the team
can do the second half of their
season against some tough
opponents.”

SELL IT WITH A
FREE CLASSIFIED AD

IN THE

HEBRON HERALD,
RICHARDTON MERCHANT
GLEN ULLIN TIMES
NEW SALEM JOURNAL

To say “thanks for your patronage” in 2022 the Richardton Merchant,
Hebron Herald, Glen Ullin Times and New Salem Journal are joining
together to offer everyone FREE classified ads. They will be published
in the Hebron Herald Wednesday, February 8.

Deadline to submit an ad is

MONDAY, JANUARY 30

Just send us your classified advertisement.
We will publish it free of charge for you.
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House fails to pass
Infrastructure bill

As we gaveled out, completing
week two of the South Dakota

legislature, I have
several updates/ e
comments. South | X
Dakota Tourism
had their an-
nual convention,
which I was able
to attend. After

listening to some
discussion and
sitting through
the awards pre-
sentation, it is obvious the past
and current members and state
employees had and still have a
vision to build on tourism.

In 2022, 14.4 million tour-
ists visited the state and spent
$4.7 billion, an increase of 8%
over 2021. South Dakota tour-
ism em{aloys 56,826 people with
a payroll of $2.1 billion. When
we think of tourism we think of
the Black Hills, Mount Rush-
more, the Missouri River, and
the Badlands. Every small town
and every corner of the state has
something to offer in-state and

Rep. Scott
Moore

out-of-state visitors. The indi-
viduals and businesses receivin,
awards not only promoted Sou
Dakota, they had one common
message: “Customer Service.” I
would encourage you to invite
your family and friends to visit
South Dakota.

We finished out the second
week without the House of
Representatives passing SB41
which is the $200 million hous-
ing infrastructure bill. House
members have had some good/
passionate debates on this bill
which was a holdover from
2021.

We had multiple groups visit
the capital this past week with
many more to come. Each group
has concerns and topics to dis-
cuss, and many groups just like
to keep informed of topics/bills
that affect them or their trades.

Please plan to attend a cracker
barrel in your area starting Sat-
urday, Jan. 28. If you see legis-
lation that interests you, please
reach out with your concerns.

B

Gov. Krlstl Noem, Coach John Snegelmeler and Lt. Gov. Larry Rhoden cele-
brate South Dakota State University’s win over North Dakota State University in
the FCS National Championship in early January.

Stiegelmeier honored at Capitol

By Governor Kristi Noem

Bills on housing, veterans
care advance in legislature

Last week saw Gov. Noem,
Chief Justice Steven Jensen,
and Peter Leng-
keek, Chairman
of the Crow Creek
Sioux Tribe, Eive
the State of the
State, State of the
Judiciary, and the
State of the Tribes
addresses, respec-
tively. Now in its
second week, the
legislative session
eginning in earnest.

One of the first things ad-
dressed were changes in the
legislative rules. One of the
most notable of these changes
is repea]m§ Joint Rule 2-5 and
other small changes made dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
Joint Rule 2-5 allowed members
to be excused from committee
meeting or floor session if said
member had the virus or was
quarantined because of it. That
member would then be allowed
to participate and vote remotely.
On Friday, Jan. 13, the Joint
Legislative Procedure Commit-
tee met and approved to have
Joint Rule 2-5 and other COVID
changes repealed and return
the legislature to its original
procedure. On Wednesday, Jan.
18, the House voted to approve
these changes.

Two consequential bills that
appeared this week are Senate
Bill 41 and House Concurrent
Resolution 6003. SB 41 would

“establish a program for housing
infrastructure loans and grants,
make an arpropnatlon therefor,
and to declare an emergency.”

District. 23
Rep. James
Wangsness

This bill would greatly increase
state expenditure by millions of
dollars on housing development
so thousands of people would
have a better opportunity to pur-
chase a house. After passing the
Senate, SB 41 came before the
House State Affairs Committee
on January 18 and was passed
with little opposition.

HCR 6003 would encour-
age the Executive Board of the
Legislature to create an interim
legislative study that would ad-
dress the needs of South Da-
kota's veterans and help them
access long-term nursing home
care. The problem comes from
a lack of state veterans nursing
homes (the only one being i
Hot Springs), and the difficul-
ties veterans sometimes face in
obtaining adequate long-term
nursing care. On Wednesday,
Rep. Teunissen (District 9)
brought this before the House
State Affairs Committee and
called upon the members to sup-
port South Dakota’s veterans. It
passed unanimously.

HCR 6003 was passed by the
House 67 to 2 on Thursday, Jan.
19. SB 41 was slated to come be-
fore the House Floor on Friday,
Jan. 20.

On Thursday, the Joint Me-
morial Service was held to honor
former le§is]ators Carrol (Red)
Allen, Debra Anderson, O.L.
(Larry) Anderson, Henry Carl-
son Jr., Sheldon Cotton, Gary
Jerke, Marguerite Kleven, Gor-
don J. Mydland, James (Jim)
Peterson, John (Joe) Reedy,
and Harvey Wollman, who also
served as Governor.
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is for our only

This week, we welcomed the
South Dakota State University
football team to the South Da-
kota State Capitol in Pierre. On
Sunday, Jan. 8, the Jackrabbits
brought home a Football Cham-
pionshlg Subdivision (FCS) na-
tional championship win against
North Dakota State University!
This was not just any victory — it
was a win against their rivals.
And thanks to SDSU's excellent
play, North Dakota Governor
Doug Burgum has to keep a
Jackrabbit helmet in his office
for the rest of the month.

This historic win was the
second time this season that the
Jackrabbits beat the Bison. Back
in October, SDSU won the Da-
kota Marker 23 to 21. The rivalry
between SDSU and NDSU is one
rich with tradition, with the first
faceoff between the two teams
happening way back in 1903.
Since then, these rivals have met
113 more times. In 2004, the
re%ular season match-up official-
ly became the “Dakota Marker,”
where SDSU and NDSU play for
a 75-pound replica of the quartz-
ite monument that marks the
border between South Dakota
and North Dakota.

NDSU is a well-seasoned
veteran, having won a total of
17 national championships in
program history. But SDSU did
not let that shake them. Instead,
they steamrolled into the cham-
pionship game, beat the Bison 45
to 21, and won the first national
title in school history. SDSU
showed the grit and grind of
South Dakota, and we couldn’t
be prouder.

I'want to talk a little about two
men that helped lead SDSU to
victory in different roles: Coach
John Stiegelmeier and quarter-
back Mark Gronowski.

Coach Stiegelmeier is a native
of Selby, South Dakota, attended
SDSU himself, and has been the
SDSU head football coach since
1997. In his 26 seasons with the
Jackrabbits, Coach Stiegelmeier
has built the program into a
f’early playoff contender. He has

ed the team to the FCS playoffs
11 times. Now, he’ll retire as

the winningest football coach

in South Dakota State history
after leading the Jackrabbits to a
national championship victory. I
want to wholeheartedly congrat-
ulate Coach John Stiegelmeier
on being named the winner of
the 2022 Eddie Robinson Award,
an award given to the top head

coach in the Football Champion-
ship Subdivision. And I hope he
enjoys his retirement.

SDSU's starting quarterback
Mark Gronowski won Most Valu-
able Player in the national cham-
pionship game. He completed
223 passing yards during the
game and rushed for 57 yards.
But what’s even more impres-
sive than his skills on the field is
Gronowski’s heart, his love for
the game, and his determination.

In 2021, Gronowski led the
Jackrabbits all the way to the na-
tional championship game. Then,
just minutes into the game, he
suffered a torn ACL. Gronowski
spent the next year rehabbing,
determined to get his team the
national title they deserved. I
admire the ambition and the

work ethic of this young man,
and I commend him on a job
well done, a season of games well
played, and a national champion-
ship well earned.

It is no secret that, as an SDSU
alumna myself, I am a huge
Jackrabbits fan. I'm so proud
of this team and all that they
have accomplished. When I met
them, it was hard to contain my
excitement. I shared with them
how proud I am of their fantastic
work. They have made his-

here in South Dakota. The
dedication of the entire coaching
staff, as well as of every single
member of the SDSU football
team, led them to victory. Con-
gratulations to SDSU on their
national championship, and, as
always, Go Jacks!

P WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
—_ Offices in: Hazen & Beulah, ND ¢ Mobridge, SD
' 701-748-2211 » www.westriv.com ® myWRT@wrtc.com
“WRT is an equal opportunity provider & employer*

Under the ions Act of 1996,
service that is availabl : i within its
service area. Basic services are offered a the following rates: Single Party Resicence & Business Service - §22.50/
mo. Local residence & business service Includes: Voice grade access to the public switched network; flatated local
exchange service free of per minute charges; access lo emergency services such as 911 & enhanced 911; and toll
blocking/toll limitation. Broadband intemel access service which is the capability to transmit and receive dala is
available in various packages.

BATTERY NOTICE: When Wi optics, we offer toinstall no extra fee) - as fiber
needs power lo openxe I you electricity m: the| backup unit will power ¢ 1he  equipment & provide voice service for
approx. 8 hours. WRT of service
backup - for $2/mo. Pleasc keep inmind these basic emergency fips: 1) Keep at least one basic CORDED phone on
hand to use in case of power outages, as wdk:s use additional power. 2) If You have a generator, make sure the
1y backup unit light on
your battery backup unit fosee i1 is gem»g Iow or out o charge. Batteries should be stored above 41° F and below
104° F. General battery life is 24 years, pending usage & storage conditions and have a limited 3-year manufacturer’s
waranty. If you have any questions or would like to extend your battery backup time, call WRT at 701-748-2211.

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS - LIFELINE, LINKUP & ACP: Lifeline provides subscribers a discount on qualifying
monthly telephone, broadband Intemet, o bundled voice-broadband packages. Lifeline provides a discount up to
2 $9.25/mo. on service for eligible low-income suhs:nbm w p to $34.25/mo. for thase on Tridal lands. To be
elgibl for Lifeline assista

in one ar more of the following programs: Medicaid; supplemenul Nutiton Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly
Food Stamps); or Velerans & Survivors Pen-
sion Benelit. Individuals whose household income Is at or below 135% of IM Fedml Poverty Guidelines are also
eligible for Lifeline assistance. Toll blocking at na charge and reduced deposits are also available. Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal L is available ‘Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides for additional telephone services discounts, and in addition to the previously cited programs, for thase
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of Indian Atfairs (B1A) general nsl:hn:e pmgmm,
Head Start, Food q upport. Only eli-
gible consumers may enollin the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must present docummmltm demonstrating
eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal prog theough

means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline pmyrim s limited to one
benefit per household, cnns:slmq of either wireline or wireless service. Lifeline is a nwemmenl benefit program, and
consumers who willfully

or can be barred from the program. For more information on Lifeline, call WRT at 701 -748-221 | of go 1a: hitps://www.
lfelinesupport.org/. WRT is also an Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) service provider. ACP is a Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) program 1o assist low-income households pay for broadband/internet. You may be
eligible if your household’s income is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, of if you have someone in your
hausehold currently receiving a government benefit ke SNAP, Medicaid, SS1, VC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could receive: Up to $30/mo. discount on your internet or up to $75/
mo. discount if your household is on qualifying Tribal land. If you are currently receiving the Lifeline benefit, you
may automatically qualify for ACP. For more Information on ACP, call WRT at 701-748:2211 o o to: https://www.
affordableconnectivity.gov/

NON- TATEMENT. West River i is |
o I i i Jawand U.S. f Agr

il licies, the usoA its Agencies, offices, ituti i

USDA , color, national origin, uum sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual arientation, disabilty, age, marital status, family/parental status, income de-
rived from a public assistance program, pofrucnl beliefs, or reprisal ov retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity allbase: Remedies filing
deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilties who vrqulre llemati of for
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the respon-
sible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (volce and TTY) o contact USDA lhmuqn me Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8239. Additionally, program
To file 3 program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Fnrm AD-3027,

provid-

discrimination-omplaint) and at any USDA office o wrte a letter addressed to USDA and provide n the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form o letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Deparument of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
civil Rights, 1400 : (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:

venue, S|
program.intake@usda.gav. USDA is an equal wpanunny pmvlder employer, and lender.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT WRT, PO BOX 467, HAZEN, ND 58545 OR CALL 701-748-2211




New Salem Journal-Page 4 Wednesday, January 25, 2023

MNWIMMMVWMM&IMM&G Lifeline provides a discount up 1o
ISQJSIM on service for eligibt bmwm‘mﬁwmﬁ‘ﬂlmlﬂ|uumhﬁl'h|ﬂ| To be
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dedicated employees would not allow any obstacles to keep them from | et s e dwmhmﬁm:Fﬁ;ﬁ%n%ﬁuﬁ
compassionately serving their residents. We would like to thank all who | Lo s e s PR e et s ook
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recognized in 2023! Please feel free to offer them a thank you for their
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Cheri Schroeder 38
Dawn Bornemann 35
Roxanne Eggers 34 1-5 Years of Service
Ruth Winckler 34
Dorothy Kobs - 34 Tina Hardesty 5 .
Joyce Rademacher 33 Tamara Kroh 5 4
Cindy Gerhardt 33 Jacklyn Pazdernik 5
Sheila Christian 33 i Cynthia Pint 5
Kathy Bauer 32 Eunice Morgenstern 5
Joyce Boehm 31 'II‘ol?y Blailch 5 A
ohn Hasley 5 ‘Kari = e
21 -30 Years of Service Lindell Kroh 5 Chrlszf;%%na ﬁlk,ss #’ufsfz;’ in the lane here against the Shiloh-
Rita Schulz 5 IR R =
Darlene Lennie 29 Brenna Hoger 4
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Congratulations Ashtyn!

Keep it up Anaya!

P s WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545.
=% Offices in: Hazen & Beulah ND e Mobridge; SD

& 701-748-2211 ¢ www.westnv.com °* myWRT@wrtc.com
“WRTis an equdl opportunity prowder & employer

MONTHLY SERVICE RATES: Under the Telecommunications Act of T 996 “universal service” meansbaslc telephone
service that is avallable to all consumers. WRT provides basic and enhanced telecommunigatioris services within its
service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: Smgle ‘Party Residence & Business Service - $22.50/
mo. Local residence & business service includes: Voice gradé access to the public switched network, flat-rated local
exchange service free of per minute charges; access to emergency services such as 911 & enhapced 911 and ‘toll
blocking/toll limitation. Broadband internet-access service whlch is the capabihly to Uansmlt and reoelve data is"

available in various packages.

BA'[IEBY_NQI[Q]-‘.When WRT installs fiber optics, we offer to install a battery backupunn (at no extra fee) asfiber
‘needs power to operate. If your electricity fails, the backup unit will power the equipment & provide voice service for
approx. 8 hours, WRT offers additional battery packs to extend the length of voice service and provide internet service
backup - for $2/mo. Please keep in mind these basic emergency tips: 1) Keep at least one basic CORDED phorie on
hand to use in case of power outages, as cordless use additional power. 2) If you have a generator, make sure the
battery backup unit is plugged into an outlet that is served by the generator. 3) Periodically check the indicator light on
your battery backup unit to see if it is getting low or out of charge. Batteries should be stored above 41° F and below
104° F. General battery life is 2-4 years, pending usage & storage conditions and have a limited 3-year manufacturer’s
warranty. If you have any questions or would like to extend your battery backup time, call WRT at 701-748-2211.

ANCE )GR JFELINE K & ACP: Lifeline provides subscribers a discount on qualifying
monlhly telephone, broadband lntemet, or bundled vmce-broadband packages. Lifeline provides a discount up to
a $9.25/mo. on service for eligible low-income subscribers and up to $34.25/mo. for those on Tribal lands. To be
eligible for Lifeline assistance, an applicant or subscriber, one of their dependents or their household must participate
in one or more of the following programs: Medicaid; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAFP, formerly
Food Stamps); Supplemental Security Income (SSI); Federal Public Housing Assistance; or Veterans & Survivors Pen-
sion Benefit. Individuals whose household income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines are also
eligible for Lifeline assistance. Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits are also available. Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal Link Up support is available to those qualifying individuals living on Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides for additional telephone services discounts, and in addition to the previously cited programs, for those
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Head Start, Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or Tribal TANF qualifies them for this support. Only eli-
gible consumers may enroll in the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating
eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based
means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline program is limited to one
benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or.wireless service. Lifeline is:a governmerit bepefit program, and
consumers who willfully make false statements in orderto obtain the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment
or can be barred from the program. For more information on Lifeline, call WRT at 701-748-2211 or go to: hitps://www.
lifelinesupport.org/. WRT is also an Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) service provider. ACP is a Federal Com-
munications Gommission (FCC) program to assist low-income households pay for broadband/internet. You may be
eligible if your household's income is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, or if you have someone in your
household currently receiving a government benefit like SNAR, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could receive: Up to $30/mo. discount on your intemet or up to $75/
mo. dlscount if your household is on quallfymg Tribal land. If you are currently receiving the Lifeline benefit, you

Congratulatlons to Elias for his "1000” pomts this evenmg We are so
proud of you!

UALITY HOME FURNITURE
212 EAST MAIN ST

MANDAN ND
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Happening
This Week

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25

Mercer County Veterans Service Office, open 8 am. to
4pm.

Beulah City Council meeting, 6 p.m.. City Hall

Faith Weavers Immanuel Baptist Church, Beulah, All
ages nursery to adult, 6-7:30 p.m.

Kids Bible Study with Mrs, Woods u Truth Community
Church, 220 3rd St NW, Beulah, all ages. 7-8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 26
West River Mothers of PreSchoolers meets 8:45-11 am.
at Immanuel Church, Beulah, for moms of kids ages new-
born-kindergarten in surrounding area. Email westriver-
mops@gmail.com for more information.
Pinochle game Beulah Senior Citizen Center, 1 p.m.

Beulah P&Z supports

Gazur’s reappointment

Miller set to challenge mayor’s
decision delaying appointment at
council’s Jan. 25 meeting

By Bill Schmalfeldt

: bill@centralnordak.com

Beulah Mayor Jeff
Gooss’ decision to post-

: pone the reappointment

of Roger Gazur to a new
five-year term on the city's

Planning & Zoning Com-

mission was refuted at the

: commission’s Jan. 23 meet-

ing.
On a unanimous vote,

: the commission approved

: amotion to resubmit Ga-

SATURDAY, JAN. 28
Night at the Races, Sponsored by Beulah Lions Club,
Beulah Civic Center, 6-g pm.

SUNDAY, JAN. 29
New Awakenings AA meeting at Prince of Peace, 4 p.m.
Birthday party for Don Murschel. who is turning 80
years old. Open house from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Hazen City
Hall (small hall). No gifts please.

zur's name to the mayor

for a final decision at the
. city council's Jan. 25 meet-

ing.
At the council's Jan 11
meeting, Gooss postponed

: taking final action on Ga-
: zur’s reappointment, say-

ing a couple individuals
had expressed interest in

{ serving on the commis-

MONDAY, JAN. 30
Flood Preparedness Town Hall, Beulah Civic Center, 6
p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN 31
McLean-Mercer Regional Library Bookmobile, Dodge
Park 9:15-10 a.m.. Golden Valley-Sr. Housing 11:15 am.-
noon, KRCC 1-1:30 p.m., Prairie Estates 1:30-2 p.m.
NA meeting at Zion Lutheran Church, 8 p.m.
Mercer County Veterans Service Office, open 8 am. to
4p.m.

'WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
Offices in: Hazen & Beulah, ND * Mobridge, SD
701-748-2211 » www.westriv.com ® myWRT@wrtc.com
“WRT is an equol opportunity provider & employer”

U ; B <l
Under the Act of 1996, “uniy means basic telephone

'MONTHLY SERVICE RATES:!

service that s available to all consumers. WRT provides basic and enhanced telecommunications services within its
service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: Single Party Residence & Business Service - $22.50/
mo. L &business servi

exchange service fee of per minute chages; access (o emergency services such as 911 & enhanced 911; and fol
blocking/toll limitation. Broadband intermet access service which is the capability to transmit and receive data is
available in various packages

BATTERY NOTICE: When WRT installs fiber optics, we offer to install fee) - as fiber
needs pawer Lo operate. If your electricily fails, the backup unit will power the equlpmen( & provide voice service for
approx. 8 hours, WRT service
backup - for $2/mo. Please keep in mind these basic emergency tips: 1) Keep al leas! one basic CORDED phone on
hand to use in case of power outages, as cordless use additional powe. 2) If you have a generator, make sure the

battery backup unit is that s served by th lighton
your banny backup unit to see If it i i gelll\g low or out o charge. Batleres should be tored above 41 F and below
feis 24 ye: y &storage and have a limited 3-year manufacturer's

, call WRT at 701-748-2211.

wannty Iy Y Qu of battery

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS - LIFELINE. LINKUP & ACP: Lifeline provides subscribers a discount on qualifying
monthly telephone, braadband Infenet, o bundled voice-broadband packages. Lifeline provides a discount up to
2 $9.25/mo. on service for eligible low-income subscribers and up 1o $34.25/mo. for thase on Tribal lands. To be
eligible for Lifeline assistance, an applicant or subscriber, one of thelr dependents of their household must participate
in one or mare of the ollowing programs: Medicaid; Supplemental Nuliion Assstance Program (SNAY formery
istance; or Veterans & Survivors Pen-
sion Benefit. Incividuals whose household income is al or below 135% of me Federal Poverty Guidelines are also
eligible for Lifeline lssmance Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits are also available. Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal L is ing on Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides for additional telephone services discounts, and in addition 1o the previously cited programs, for thase
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Head Start, Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations o Tribal TANF qualifies them for this support. Only el
gible consumers may enrollin the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating
eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance pragrams or through income-based
means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline program is kmited to one
benefit per househald, consisting of either wiefne o wirless senvice.Lieine i a gnvemmml benefit program, and
:msumevs ‘who willfully make f inorder
ion on Lfeline,call WRT ai 701-748:2211 of g to: hips://wvew.
Idtlmtsuppotl.uvgl WRT Is also an Aﬂmdable Connectivity Program (ACP) service provider. ACP is a Federal Comr
munications Commission (FCC) program to assist low-ir pay for You may be
eligible if your household's income is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, of if you have someone in your
household cumrently receiving a goverment benefit ke SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could receive: Up to $30/mo. discount on your intemet of up to $75/
mo. discount If your household Is on qualifying Tribal land. If you are currently teceiving the Lifeline benefit, you
may automatically qualify for ACP. For more information on ACP, call WRT al 701:748-2211 of go fo: https://www.
affordableconnectivity.gov/

e wployer. In
licies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices,

USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, cokor, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity

(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income de-

rived from a public assistance program, polnu:l beliefs, or upﬂnl or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any

program or activity Remedies and complaint filing

ilties wha r : ion e

program informaion (.9, Bule large print, audiolape, American Sign unguage etc.) should contact the respon-
sible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (201) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) of contact USDA thiough the Federal thy
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, prograr her than English.
To fle 3 program discrimination complaint, complele the USDA Program Discrirmination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
at HowtoFile

discrimination-complaint) and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the Jetter allof
the information requested in the form. Ta request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form of letter 10 USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agricufture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washinglon, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:
program.i gov. USDA s an equal opp pr r, employer, and lender.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT WRT, PO BOX 467, HAZEN, ND 58545 OR CALL 701-748-2211

West River i ity pravi
ndUS. f Agricut b

sion. He did not identify
the individuals.
Commission member

: and city councilman Gary
: Miller, who spoke in favor

of Gazur's reappointment
at the Jan. 11 council meet-

: ing, asked Economic De-
: velopment Director Beaver

Brinkman if there had,
indeed, been applications

for the seat on the P&Z
: Commission.

“Not to my knowledge,”
Brinkman said.

“And there won’t be by
Wednesday, either,” Miller
said.

Miller said said he would
ask Gooss to identify the
supposed applicants at the
Jan. 25 council meeting. If
the mayor declines to do
so, Miller said he would
present a motion to direct
Gooss to make an appoint-
ment to the Planning &
Zoning Commission.

Miller said he contacted
City Attorney Scott Solem
to see if such a motion
would be legal.

“He told me he was go-
ing to research whether
that would be a legal mo-

tion and get back to me.
But he hasn’t so far,”
Miller said.

Gazur told the commis-
sion that by his under-
standing of Robert’s Rules
of Order - the rules that
govern parliamentary
procedure — a mayor can
reject a motion for being
“out of order.”

“But there are distinct
guidelines that have to be
followed to allow him to do
that,” Gazur said.

According to the website
Roberts-Rules.com, there
are motions that are al-
ways considered to be out
of order, including:

Motions which conflict
with laws, bylaws, consti-
tution or rules of the orga-
nization.

Motions which present
something that has al-
ready been rejected during
the same session, or con-
flict with a motion already
adopted.

Motions which conflict
with or present substan-
tially the same question as
one that has been tempo-
rarily disposed of.

Motions which propose
actions beyond the scope
of the organization’s by-
laws, although a two-thirds
majority vote would allow
that kind of motion.

“If I make the motion,"”
Miller said, “I'm certain I
will get the council’s ap-
proval. What the mayor
will do after he gets that, I
don’t know.”

Under the current struc-
ture, the mayor makes ap-
pointments to city boards.
The appointments are
either approved or rejected
by the city council. It's not
clear if the council can
force the mayor to make an
appointment, but the coun-
cil does have the authority
to reject whoever gets the
mayor’s nod.

Continued on Page 15

WRT Board
of Director
positions open

WRT is currently accepting
Board of Director petitions
for two positions open in 2023.

WRT's service area is
divided into seven districts,
with representation by one
director for each district.
Directors are elected, by the
WRT membership, to serve
three-year terms and may
run for re-election. WRT
members living in District 4
or District 7 wishing to run
for the cooperative board can
do so by submitting a petition
for nomination. Petitions
must be signed by at least 15
WRT members and submitted
by 5:00pm CT on Friday,
March 3, 2023, in accordance
with WRT Bylaws.

The current WRT
members representing the
open positions are District
4 Director Joy Kitzan,
Hebron, and District 7
Director Gene Wolf, Hazen.
WRT members living in
District 4 and District 7 can
represent their local area on
the cooperative board. WRT
District 4 consists of parts of
Morton and Stark Counties
in North Dakota including
the parts of the St. Anthony,
Flasher, New Salem, Glen
Ullin, and Hebron exchanges
lying within those counties
south of Interstate 94. WRT
District 7 consists of parts
of Mercer County in North
Dakota including the parts of
the Hazen, Stanton, Pick City,
and Center exchanges lying
within Mercer County.

The election will take
place at WRT's 71st Annual
Meeting on Friday, June 2,
2023, in Hazen.

Tradition
Continued from Page 1

Weatherby 6.5 Creedmore

Savage model 16 300 WSM

Winchester XPR Win Mag

Savage 110AP with scope
243 win

Ruger American 450
Bushmaster

Mossberg MVP 7.62

Remington 700 300 Win
Mag

Ruger 5.7x28

Springfield Hellcat 9mm
FDE

Other sponsors for the
2023 Big Buck Contest in-
cluded American Family
Insurance/Jens Braaten,
Beulah Dairy Queen, the
Beulah Beacon, Country
Kettle, Downtown Gas, Dirt
Pro/Kelly Heinsen, Farm
Credit Services, Lignite
Tire, NAPA, Solem Law Of-
fice, Erickson Chiropractic,
The Union Bank, Winkler
Chiropractic, Lakeview Ser-
vices, and Sagen Saw/Jason
Isaak.
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WRT Board of D?ector opportunltles

P

West River
Telecommunications is a
local cooperative provid-
ing fiber optic broadband
internet, voice, and secu-
rity camera services, as
well as Co-Op Cashback
to members in 25 com-
munities across central
North Dakota and South
Dakota. WRT is current-
ly accepting Board of
Director petitions for two
positions open in 2023.

WRT’s service area

is divided into seven dis-
tricts, with representa-
tion by one director for
each district. Directors’
are elected, by the WRT
membership, to serve
three-year terms and
may run for re-election.
WRT- members living in
District 4 or District' 7
wishing to run for the co-
operative board can do so
by submitting a petition
for nomination. Petitions
must be signed by at least

15 WRT members and
submitted by 5:00 p.m.
CT on Friday, March 3,
2023, in accordance with
WRT Bylaws.

The cument WRT
members  representing
the open positions are
District 4 Director Joy
Kitzan, Hebron, and
District 7 Director Gene
Wolf, Hazen. WRT mem-
bers living in District 4
and District 7 can repre-
sent their local area on

'WRT, PO Bax 467, Hazen, ND 58545
Doyouhavea NS Offces o e & B N+ Mobvdg, 50
t d 5 B S 701-748-2211 » www.westriv.com  myWRT@wrtc.com
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the cooperative board.
WRT District 4 consists
of parts of Morton and
Stark Counties in North
Dakota including the
parts of the St. Anthony,
Flasher, New Salem,
Glen Ullin, and Hebron
exchanges lymg with-
in those counties south
of Interstate 94. WRT
District 7 consists of
parts of Mercer County in
North Dakota including
the parts of the Hazen,

/

Stanton, Pick City, and
Center exchanges lying
within Mercer County.
The election will
take place at WRT’s
71% Annual Meeting on
Friday, June 2, 2023, in
Hazen. Any WRT mem-
ber may vote for the
two director positions
electronically via online
voting, by mail/absen-
tee ballot, in person at
the Annual Meeting reg-
istration, or during the

Annual Meeting. Online
voting and mail/absentee
will be available prior
to WRT’s annual meet-

-ing. Members interested

in running for the WRT
Board shounld contact
WRT CEO/GM Troy
Schilling at the WRT
Hazen office, email my-
WRT@wrtc.com or call
701-748-2211 to request
a petition. Additional in-
formation can be found in
the WRT telephone book.
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Handling hydraulic hoses requires extra caution in winter

The hydraulic hoses on tractors and implements must be in prime condition
to withstand the extreme temperature changes of the winter months.

By NDSU Extension and
Ag Research News

Extreme cold
temperatures throughout
the winter months can
cause challenges to
hydraulic hose lines in
tractors and machinery.

“The temperature of
a piece of machinery
can fluctuate from -20
degrees Fahrenheit to 200
degrees Fahrenheit in a
matter of minutes,” says
Angie Johnson, North
Dakota State University
Extension farm and ranch
safety coordinator. “The
hydraulic hoses on tractors
and implements used in
the winter months must
be in prime condition to
withstand the extreme
temperature changes we
face in the northern Plains."

Hydraulic systems are
critical for tractors and
machines to work properly
and conduct tasks year-
round. These systems store
fluid under high pressure,
typically 2,000 pounds of
pressure per square inch
(psi), up to 3,000 psi.

A hydraulic hose failure
could cause extreme
machine malfunction,
potentially causing severe
harm to the operator.
Other hydraulic hose
hazards include burns, skin
penetration, and component
failure or collapse.

Burns

Unhooking an implement
or making a repair on a
hydraulic system can be
dangerous if the operator
has not released the
hydraulic pressure from
the hydraulic system. This
means that if the implement
or loader on the tractor is
in the raised position, it
contains trapped hydraulic
fluid that is pressurized.

As pressure increases, the
operating temperature of
modern hydraulic systems
can become high enough

to cause severe burns if an
operator is sprayed with
escaping hydraulic oil from
a puncture in the line or the
immediate release of high
pressurized oil from a loose
hydraulic fitting.

Safety tips:

Always relieve hydraulic
pressure before loosening
hydraulic fittings. This
includes lowering the
implement (or loader) to
the ground and testing your
pressure relief valves to
ensure they are reducing
pressure buildup, if
applicable on your tractor.

Move the hydraulic
control lever (found inside
the tractor if hooked up to
an implement) back and
forth several times to help
relieve hydraulic pressure.

Follow instructions in
the operator’s manual.
Specific procedures for
servicing hydraulic systems
provide safety guidelines

»

to follow when performing
maintenance or repair.

Skin penetration

Pinhole leaks in hydraulic
hose lines are extremely
dangerous. With the naked
eye, pinhole leaks can
be impossible to see. A
common injury involves
an operator running their
hand or finger over the hose
line, where the invisible
pinhole leak then penetrates
oil into the operator’s skin
without even knowing it.
Immediately after the fluid
injection, the operator
may only experience a
slight stinging sensation
in their hand or finger and
think nothing of it. After
a few hours, the operator
may begin to develop
severe pain. If not seen
by a medical provider
immediately, the injury
can result in a condition
called gangrene, where
amputation of the hand or
finger is required because of
the tissue damage.

Safety tips:

Shut down all equipment
and release pressure before
checking for hydraulic fluid
leaks.

Use a piece of paper or
cardboard to check for
pinhole leaks in hydraulic
hoses, not your hand or
finger. Run the piece of
paper or cardboard across
the hose to identify any
pinhole leaks.

Always wear safety
glasses and heavy gloves
when working with
hydraulic systems. Note:
Gloves will not prevent oil
from a pinhole leak from
penetrating your skin.

Seek medical attention
immediately if you suspect
hydraulic oil has penetrated
your skin.

Component failure or
collapse

Failure of a hydraulic
hose, fitting or seal can
cause a rapid release of
hydraulic oil, causing
the supported component
to collapse. Examples of
this include a loader on a
tractor or a header on a
combine. Gradual leaks
can also cause components
to drop unexpectedly,
crushing a worker under
the component. A combine
header can weigh three tons
and crush anyone who may
be working underneath it.

Safety tips:

Never work under an
implement, truck bed or
other machine supported by
a hydraulic ram/cylinder
without the lock in place
or other means of support.
Make sure all equipment is
turned off when working on
it.

Even if an implement is
not attached to the tractor,
the hydraulic system
may still be pressurized.

If making repairs to the
hydraulic system, never

assume the implement is no
longer under pressure just
because it is not attached to
the tractor.

Hydraulic hose and
system maintenance

Hydraulic hose systems on
tractors and machinery can
fail when hoses and oil are
not properly maintained.
When conditions become
cold, hydraulic hoses can
become stiff, inelastic,
brittle and lose their ability
to bend. Cracks in hydraulic
hoses can become more
prevalent during cold
temperatures, meaning
visual inspection for cracks,
abrasions and oily residues
is crucial for equipment
maintenance and operator
safety.

Take time to check for oil
leaks and worn hoses. If you
can see the metal wire layer
of a hydraulic hose, or an
oily film on the hose or near
the fittings, it needs to be
replaced.

Change the hydraulic oil
and filter in your tractors
and machines. Hydraulic
oil that is contaminated
with dirt, dust, particulates,
etc., can cause damage to
your hydraulic system.
Monitor your tractor's
hydraulic oil sight glass to
determine if more hydraulic
oil needs to be added. Read
the operator’s manual to
determine how often the
hydraulic oil and filter
should be changed.

Allow your tractor
to warm up in cold
conditions. The more
your tractor’s fluids warm
up before use, the better
your hydraulic hoses can
respond. In extreme cold,
you may need to allow your
equipment to warm up for
an hour before use.

Connect the correct
hydraulic lines from the
equipment to the tractor
couplers. If the hose
lines are not coupled to
the tractor correctly, the
implement will not rise
and drop as expected. Use
colored zip ties or tape to
label the hoses to match
which coupler end they need
to attach to on the tractor.

Always lower the
hydraulic working units to
the ground before working
on or leaving the machine,
making sure the machine is
off once you begin to work
on it.

“Remember, tractors
and equipment can be
replaced - you, on the other
hand, cannot be replaced,”
says Johnson. “Take time
for safety this winter by
keeping equipment in
proper shape and using safe
techniques when equipment
repairs and maintenance
needs to be made.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Pinhole leaks in hydraulic hose lines are extremely dangerous and can
be impossible to see with the naked eye. Using a piece of cardboard to
check for leaks protects hands and fingers. (NDSU photo)
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The Central McLean Cougars Athetics program celebrated Ashtyn Smith’

S

1,000 point milestone after Monday's game against Flasher.

Smith reaches
basketball milestone

BY CAMMIE WRIGHT
cammie@nordaknorth.com

CMC senior Ashtyn Smith
scored her 1,000-career point
during the game Monday in
Flasher. Smith scored 29 points
total to help the Cougars secure
an 80-33 win.

“I'm very proud and
excited for Ashtyn and her
accomplishment. She’s been a
great player to coach and is an
even better person on and off the
court,” Coach Ethan Vaagene
said.

Smith says she couldn’t
have reached her goal without
support.

“Getting my 1,000 points
was always a goal I've wanted

216 Putnam St.
When: Sunday, January 29
10:00 AM—2:00 PM

to achieve since watching
basketball when I was little,”
Smith said. “It was an amazing
feeling to get it. Inever would've
achieved this accomplishment
without the support and help
frommy teammates and coaches
and I cannot thank them
enough.”

Smith is a leading scorer for
the Cougars, who continue to
rack up wins at home and on
the road as February regionals
approach. The Cougars defeated
Washburn, Flasher and Surrey
recently after a big win at home
against Shiloh.

The CMC girls basketball
team plays next in Wilton on
Thursday, with varsity starting
at7p.m.

Turtle Lake Fire
Department

ncake and Sausage Fe
Where:Turtle Lake Fire Hall
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Cougar girls jump
to fourth in Class B

Beulah, Garrison seventh in most recent poll

BY: ALYSSA MEIER
Aylssa@nordaknorth.com

This week’s Class B
basketball polls show Central
McLean jumping to the top
five for girls teams, a leap from
ninth place last week.

Polls released Monday
show Central McLean (13-1)
girls moving into fourth place
after receiving 96 votes from
members of the North Dakota
Associated Press Sportscasters
and Sportswriters Association.

Central McLean currently
holds a 13-1 record for the
season.

Rugby (14-0), Thompson
(12-1) and Kenmare-Bowbells
(13-2) girls maintain their
same placements as last week,
polled at first, second and third
respectively.

Central Cass (9-3) and May-
Port-CG (12-2) take fifth and
sixth.

Garrison comes in at
seventh in the girls’ polls,
earning 84 votes.

Shiloh Christian (12-2) takes
eighth, with Oakes (10-2) ninth

Class B Girls
Basketball Poll
1. Rugby (14) 14-0 176
2. Thompson (4) 12-1 165
3. Kenmare-Bowbells 13-2 97
4. Central McLean 13-1 96
5. Central Cass 9-3 94
6. May-Port-CG 12-2 93
7. Garrison 13-1 84
8. Shiloh Christian 12-2 65
9. Oakes 10-2 47
10. Bowman County 13-1 37
Others Receiving Votes:
Carrington, Kindred, Northern
Cass, Beulah
Note: First-place votes
in parenthesis

Class B Boys
Basketball Poll
1. Four Winds/Minnewaukan
(18) 9-0 180
2. Central Cass 11-0 161
3. Bishop Ryan 9-1 136
4. Sargent County 11-0 124
5. Ellendale 12-0 109
6. Thompson 7-3 81
7. Beulah 8-1 67
8. North Border 9-1 56
9. Grafton 7-2 30
10. Standing Rock 10-1 13
Others Receiving Votes: Shiloh
Christian, Bowman County,
North Star, Hazen, North Prairie
Note: First-place
votes in parenthesis

and Bowman County (13-1)
tenth.

Region 7’s Beulah girls team
wouldn't break the top ten but
received votes in the poll.

Boys
Four Winds/Minnewaukan
(9-0) took all 18 first-place
votes in the Class B boys poll,
leading second place Central
Cass (11-0) and third place

Sargent County (11-0),
Ellendale (12-0) and Thompson
(7-3) come in fourth, fifth and
sixth.

Beulah represents Region
7, taking seventh place in the
rankings. Neighboring Hazen
earned votes but didn’t make
the top ten.

North Border (9-1), Grafton
(7-2) and Standing Rock (10-1)
round out the top ten.

Bishop Ryan (9-1).

Catch the Great Bargains in the Classifieds!

(all: 462-8126

Takeout is
available for
pickup!

Cost: Free Will Donation

*Any money donated will be put towards

purchasing new communication radios.
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‘It was a joke’

Roseglen woman charged with arson,
endangering lives in homestead fire

BY JAMES C. FALCON
JAMES@NORDAKNORTH.COM

ROSEGLEN — A Roseglen
woman has been charged with
two counts of endangering
by fire or explosion after she
admitted to setting her house
on fire earlier this month.

Stacy Ann Pederson, 60, will
have a preliminary hearing
on Feb. 15 following her
actions which placed her
husband and son, as well as
two McLean County deputies
“in danger of death under
circumstances  manifesting
an extreme indifference to
the value of human life,” an
affidavit signed by MclLean
County Sheriff's Detective
Aaron Matties said.

Theincidentoccurredon Jan.
4 when Sgt. Cody Meadows
responded to a house fire on
a rural northeastern Roseglen
Township farmstead, located
east of Roseglen on Highway
37 (23rd Street NW).

Meadows was told by Van
Pederson that his wife “had
been mad that she couldn't
find her phone earlier in the
night and made statements to
him on this night and previous
times that she was going to
start the house on fire.”

Meadows and Deputy Chad
Wiege entered the home and
forcefully removed Stacy from
a first floor bedroom while
the fire was brewing upstairs.
When he told her that she
needed to leave the home
as it was on fire, Meadows
said that she stated "It was a
joke,” without giving further
explanation.

At that moment, Meadows
told Matties that he heard

Area alumni
named to NDSU
dean’s list

Three local graduates have
been recognized for their
academic success at North
Dakota State University.

Hannah Retterath, Tavi
Hirchert, Erin Thompson and
Jade Koski were named to
the NDSU Dean'’s List for the
fall 2022 semester.

Retterath, a graduate of
Washburn  High  School,
is studying business
administration.

Hirchert, a Wilton High
School alumna, is studying
Pharmaceutical sciences.

Thompson, who graduated
from Wilton High School, is
studying nursing.

Koski, a Wing High school
alumna, is studying animal
science.

A student must earn a
3.50 grade point average or
higher and be enrolled in
at least 12 class credits to
qualify for the list.

“a loud crash and it sounded
like the roof was caving in
from the fire.” After forcefully
removing her from the house
- as she did not want to leave
- she was arrested and placed
in detox because “she was
being belligerent on scene,
arguing and yelling at officers,
not following directives and
was intoxicated,” the affidavit
said.

According to an interview
that Matties and Bureau of
Criminal Investigation Agent
Matthew Hiatt conducted
with Van Pederson that same
evening, “Mr. Pederson said
that Mrs. Pederson had talked
about burning the house
down tonight and several
times during the last couple
of weeks,” the affidavit stated.

In an interview with the
accused  the  following
morning, she said that she
was “fed up.”

“(She) said that she was mad
that people are taking her
money, including her husband
Van Pederson,” the affidavit
stated, adding that Matties
had to interrupt her to give
her her Miranda Rights as she
“immediately started talking”
once the interview began.

During  the interview,
she reiterated that she was
continually a victim of theft,
noting that “people had stolen
her Christmas present money
from her bank in Stanley,
North Dakota and was just

sick of her family stealing
from her,” the affidavit said.
“Mrs. Pederson said that she
told Van Pederson she was
sick of him stealing her stuff
when she went downstairs,
and then went upstairs to her
room after that.”

After she was read her
Miranda rights, Stacy
“eventually told us that she
started the fire on purpose”;
this was done when she
“started lighting her Marlboro
Light cigarettes and lit about
five with her lighter and
started throwing them on the
bed in her room, and threw
some into a garbage can next
to where she was sitting by
the desk in her upstairs room.”

In an interview which also
took place the evening of the
fire, her son Nicholas Pederson
stated that he removed her
from the room and got her
outside of the home by the
doorway. However, she went
back into the house.

“Mrs. Pederson made the
statement about the house
and said that if she couldn’t
have it, nobody could,” the
affidavit concluded. "Mrs.
Pederson said that she wanted
the house to burn down with
herin it and wanted her life to
end.”

The house burned down
into the basement, amounting
to damage to “well over
$10,000," the affidavit said.

WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
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Country Kitchen
FeaturingiKrause’s Market

~  85% Lean
{ Ground Beef

Fresh, Family Pack

53 gglb

Weekly $pec1al Promotion:
85% Lean Ground Beef

Sales effective through Sunday, January 29, 2023

Big Mac Sloppy Joes
Ingredients:
Ground Beef Mixture
1 1/2 pounds ground beef, (85/15)
1/2 yellow onion , finely chopped
1/4 cup hamburger pickles , chopped
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon coarse ground pepper
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce

McDonald's Secret Sauce Recipe:
1 cup mayonnaise

1/4 cup French dressing

2 tablespoons sweet relish

1 tablespoon ketchup

1 teaspoon white vinegar

1/4 teaspoon onion powder

1/8 teaspoon salt

emble e ;
8 hamburger buns , (with seeds)
2 cups iceberg lettuce , shredded
12 hamburger pickle chips

4 slices American cheese
Additional sauce , optional

Instructions: Brown your ground beef halfway, about 3-4 min-
utes, in your large skillet then add in the chopped onions, salt,
pepper and Worcestershire sauce.

Cook the beef until fully browned, about 3-4 minutes, then
add in the chopped pickles and stir.

Mix the McDonald's Copycat Big Mac Sauce ingredients in a
medium bowl and stir well.

Add 1 cup of the secret sauce to the pan, reserve the rest for
your buns.

Cook 1 additional minute then serve on sesame hamburger
bun.

4 Ingredient Meatloaf

Ingredients:

1 box Stove Top Stuffing (any flavor)

1 pound ground beef

2 eggs

1/2 cup ketchup (or more if youd like)

1/2 cup water (or a little more if your beef is super lean)

Instructions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees and grease a bread loaf
pan.

In a large bowl, mix together the dry stuffing mix, ground beef,
eggs, water and HALF of the ketchup.

Fill the prepared pan with your mixture and use your hands to
evenly squish it down into the pan.

Top it with the remaining ketchup and spread it evenly over the
top. You can also use BBQ sauce, chili sauce, or a combination of
sauces.

Bake for 45-60 minutes (it takes about 50 minutes in my oven).

Enjoy! I'd wait a few minutes before slicing it up. Serve with
mashed potatoes, veggies, salad, or anything thing else youd like.

Sponsored by:

Hazen, ND Garrison, ND Washhurn, ND

Mam'ezr

748-2444  463-2215 462-8561

Becd)
Your Hometown Grocery Store W




McClusky Gazette, Thursday, January 26, 2023—5

WRT Board of Director

We the People

By David Alder, The Alturas Institute

Tinker v. Des Moines: Anchoring
Students’ Free Speech Rights

Half a century later, Tinker
v. Des Moines Independent
Community School District
(1969) remains the Supreme
Court’s authoritative ruling
on symbolic speech and the
First Amendment rights of
K-12 students to express their
political views.

Delivered in the context of
the widespread social activ-
ism that defined the 1960s—
anti-racism, anti-sexism and
anti-war protests- Justice
Abe Fortas's 7-2 landmark
opinion upheld the right of
students to wear black arm-
bands in school as means of
demonstrating their opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War. Jus-
tice Fortas famously declared
that students do not “shed
their constitutional rights to
freedom of speech or expres-
sion at the schoolhouse gate,”
unless it “materially disrupts
classwork or involves sub-
stantial disorder or invasion
of the rights of others.”

Mary Beth Tinker, a 13-
year- old 8th grader, and her
brother John and a friend,
Chris Eckhardt, both high
school students, displayed
their opposition to the war on
December 16, 1965, by wear-
ing a black armband in their
respective schools in Des
Moines. School district offi-
cials had gotten wind of their
plans and had issued an order
prohibiting armbands from
city schools, even though stu-
dents often displayed politi-
cal campaign buttons, Iron
Crosses and engaged in other
forms of symbolic speech.
The prohibition was aimed at
anti-war speech, which, on its
face, violated Supreme Court
rulings that banned the state
from practicing “viewpoint
discrimination.”  Nonethe-
less, as expected, the students
were suspended from school
for violating the district’s
policy. Members of the school
board, after a heated public
meeting, voted to maintain
the ban and suspension of
students.

The students went to court,
represented by the Iowa Civil
Liberties Union. A federal
district judge acknowledged
that the armbands represent-
ed a form of symbolic speech
and thus deserved First
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Amendment protection. But
that right, the court ruled,
was secondary in importance
to the school’s greater need
to maintain a “disciplined at-
mosphere” in the classroom.
On appeal, the 8th Circuit
Court of Appeals was equally
divided, leaving the lower
court ruling in place and set-
ting the stage for a showdown
in the U.S. Supreme Court.

Until Tinker v. Des Moines,
the Supreme Court had said
little about the rights of
schoolchildren, but what it
had said was memorable. In
1943, in West Virginia Bd. of
Education v. Barnette, Jus-
tice Robert H. Jackson’s opin-
ion for the Court upheld stu-
dent’s freedom of religion and
speech but established no test
or standard. Jackson wrote of
the role and duty of public
schools: “That they are edu-
cating the young for citizen-
ship is reason for scrupulous
protection of Constitutional
freedoms of the individual, if
we are not to strangle the free
mind at its source and teach
youth to discount important
principles of government as
mere platitudes.”

Justice Fortas’s opinion
grasped the opportunity to
thread the needle between
the school’s interest in class-
room discipline and the right
of students to express them-
selves. The Tinker’s arm-
bands, he agreed, “may start
an argument or cause a dis-
turbance. But “our Constitu-
tion says we must take this
risk.” He added, “this haz-
ardous freedom—this kind of
openness—is the basis of our
national strength and inde-
pendence” in an often “dispu-
tatious society.”

The record, Justice For-
tas explained, indicated no
evidence of disruption in the
schools, no finding or show-
ing of forbidden conduct in
the classroom. School offi-
cials’ “undifferentiated fear
or apprehension of distur-
bance is not enough to over-
come the right to freedom of
expression.” The test or stan-
dard, he wrote, must be evi-
dence of a “material disrup-
tion” of classroom activities
to censor speech.

The “material disruption”

test is fair and reasonable. A
lesser standard would drain
freedom of expression of its
meaning. The state’s interest
in imposing a prohibition on
a “particular expression of
opinion,” Fortas wrote, can-
not be justified by a “mere de-
sire to avoid the discomfort
and unpleasantness that al-
ways accompany an unpopu-
lar viewpoint.” If discomfort
became the standard for de-
nying constitutional protec-
tion, there would be little or
no protection for speech that
challenged convention, stran-
gling, as it were, in the words
of Justice Jackson, “the free
mind at its source.”

Students are “persons” too,
Justice Fortas pointed out,
“in school as well as outside
school, possessed of funda-
mental rights that the state
must respect.” Three mem-
bers of the Court challenged
the idea that students en-
joyed the same constitutional
rights as those possessed by
adults. Justice Potter Stew-
ard wrote a brief concur-
ring opinion, indicating his
doubts about such constitu-
tional equivalence.

But it is Justice Hugo
Black’s stinging dissent,
joined by Justice John Har-
lan, that surprised many
familiar with his long and
distinguished record of de-
fending freedom of speech,
to the point where he was de-
scribed by some as nearly an
“absolutist” when it came to
the First Amendment right of
expression.

Black, in his eighties and,
in the estimation of some
friends, growing “crotchety,”
was of the old school that be-
lieved children should be seen
and not heard. Black's dis-
sent asserted that the Court’s
opinion was ushering in “the
beginning of a new revolu-
tionary era of permissiveness
in this country fostered by
the judiciary.” He lumped the
students, who were entirely
peaceful and passive in their
symbolic protest, with the
“loudest-mouthed” students
who “have too often violently
attacked” their classmates.
Justice Black wasn’t the first,
and won’t be the last Justice,
to engage in hyperbole.
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Opportunities in 2023

WRT is a local cooperative
providing fiber optic broad-
band internet, voice, and se-
curity camera services, as
well as Co-Op Cashback to
members in 25 communities
across central North Dakota
and South Dakota. WRT is
currently accepting Board of
Director petitions for two po-
sitions open in 2023.

WRT's service area is divid-
ed into seven districts, with
representation by one direc-
tor for each district. Direc-
tors are elected, by the WRT
membership, to serve three-
year terms and may run for
re-election. WRT members
living in District 4 or Dis-
trict 7 wishing to run for the
cooperative board can do so
by submitting a petition for
nomination. Petitions must
be signed by at least 15 WRT
members and submitted by
5:00pm CT on Friday, March
3, 2023, in accordance with
WRT Bylaws.

The current WRT members
representing the open posi-
tions are District 4 Director
Joy Kitzan, Hebron, and Dis-
trict 7 Director Gene Wolf,
Hazen. WRT members living
inDistrict 4 and District 7 can
represent their local area on
the cooperative board. WRT

District 4 consists of parts of
Morton and Stark Counties
in North Dakota including
the parts of the St. Anthony,
Flasher, New Salem, Glen Ul-
lin, and Hebron exchanges
lying within those counties
south of Interstate 94. WRT
District 7 consists of parts
of Mercer County in North
Dakota including the parts
of the Hazen, Stanton, Pick
City, and Center exchanges
lying within Mercer County.

The election will take place
at WRT’s 71st Annual Meet-
ing on Friday, June 2, 2023,
in Hazen. Any WRT member
may vote for the two direc-
tor positions electronically
via online voting, by mail/
absentee ballot, in person at
the Annual Meeting registra-
tion, or during the Annual
Meeting. Online voting and
mail/absentee will be avail-
able prior to WRT's annual
meeting. Members interest-
ed in running for the WRT
Board should contact WRT
CEO/GM Troy Schilling at
the WRT Hazen office, email
myWRT@wrtc.com or call
701-748-2211 to request a peti-
tion. Additional information
can be found in the WRT tele-
phone book.

Advertise today!
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monthly telephone, broadband Internet, or bundled voice-broadband packages. Lifeline provides a discount up 1o
2 $9.25/ma. on service for eligible Jow-ncome subscribers and up (o $34.25/mo. for those on Tribal lands. To be
eligible for Lifeline assistance, zn applicant or subscriber, one of their dependents o their household must participate
in one or more of the following programs: Medicaid; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly
Food Stamy Income (SSI); Federal Publi ; of Velerans & Survivors Pen-
sion Benem lndmdu:l: whose household income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines are also
elgible for Lifeline assistance. Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits are also available. Additional Tribal
Lifeline and Tribal Link living on Tribal Lands, Tribal Lifeline/Link
Up provides or additional telephone services discounts, and in addition to the previously cited programs, for those
individuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation i the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Head Start, ions of Tribal TANF qualifies them for this support. Only el
gible may envollin the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating

The vines were healthy and
productive. Several garden-
ersreported harvesting buck-
et loads of fruits. One garden-
er picked a gallon of tomatoes
each day from 10 plants.

Sungold vines were espe-
cially healthy and vigorous.
The 6-foot vines grew like
“monsters,” one gardener
reported. Sungold produced
early in summer and contin-
uously until frost. The plants
were covered with clusters of
tangerine-orange fruits. Its
fruits were sweet with a hint
of citrusy, tropical flavor.

As good as Sungold was,
most gardeners preferred
SunSugar. SunSugar fruits
were golden yellow with

slightly thicker skin and were
much less prone to cracking.

But the biggest difference
was in its taste. SunSugar to-
matoes were sweeter and ex-
tremely delicious. Families
absolutely loved its flavor. It
was almost like eating candy,
reported one gardener.

Both Sungold and SunSug-
ar have vigorous, indetermi-
nate vines. Pruning and trel-
lising is required.

I'm grateful that a friend in-
troduced me to golden cherry
tomatoes. Today, I invite you
to try one of these golden
gems. Go online and search
for seed sources. You won’t
be disappointed.

um/mini garden kit.

The younger boys asked for
dinosaurs, tractors, super-
hero action figures, and Hot
Wheels. Teen boys asked for
gaming items, hunting stuff
and tool sets. One teen asked
for military-related items.
Books, coloring books, and
learning books were popular
requested item for the young-
er children.

Bruce Sease, McClusky,
donated a framed Christmas
puppy puzzle as a gift to one of
the angel tree kids.

Tanner placed all the names
in a bowl and drew the name
of a preschooler. The winner’s
mother added to their sheet
that they “love Santa Claus a
whole bunch!”
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means. Lifeline recipients are required 1o recertify their efigibity every year. The Lifefine program s imited to one
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municatlons Commission (FCC) program 10 assist low-income households pay for broadband/inteneL. You may be
eligible If your household's income is below 200% of the Federal Paverty Guidelines, of if you have someone in your
household currently receiving a government benefit ke SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and Reduced-
Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could receive: Up to $30/mo. discount on your internet of up to §75/
mo. discount if your household is on qualfying Tribal fand. If you are currently receiving the Lifeline benefit, you
may automatically qualify for ACR. For more information on ACP, call WRT at 701-748-2211 or go to: hitps://www.
affordableconnectivity.gov/
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WRT IS HERE TO HELP

Assistance Programs

Lifeline, Tribal Lifeline and Tribal Link Up, as well as the Affordable
Connectivity Program, can help eligible people pay part of their service

costs.

Affordable Connectivity
Program

The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) is a U.S. government
program run by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

program to help low-income households pay for internet service.

You are likely eligible if your household’s income is below 200% of the
Federal Poverty Line, or if you or someone you live with currently
receives a government benefit like SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell

Grant, or Free and Reduced-Price Lunch.
If your household is eligible, you could receive:

Up to a $30/month discount on your internet service



Up to a $75/month discount if your household is on qualifying Tribal
lands

A low cost service plan that may be fully covered through the ACP*

* Through a separate non-FCC initiative, additional no cost plans may
be available to Affordable Connectivity Program enrollees. To learn

more please visit Getlnternet.gov. Provision of a link to this initiative

does not imply FCC endorsement of any particular participating

provider.

Only one monthly service discount is allowed per household.

Learn More

Lifeline

Lifeline provides a monthly credit of $9.25/month for internet services
and $5.25/mo for voice-only service. The Lifeline credit is applied to
the main home phone number and will be applied to local voice &/or

internet service.

The Lifeline plan does not include long-distance calls. Lifeline
subscribers may opt to block long-distance calls on their line at no

cost.



Who is Eligible?

Applicants are eligible if they participate in at least one of the
following public assistance programs as follows or have a household
income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines

(documentation required):

Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA) or Section 8

Medicaid

Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP / formerly known

as Food Stamps)

You may also be eligible if your household income is equal to or less

than 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

FEDERAL MANDATE: Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their
eligibility annually. Failure to properly recertify a recipient’s continued
eligibility for the Lifeline program will result in termination of the

Lifeline recipient’s monthly Lifeline discount and de-enrollment from

the Lifeline Program.

Apply for Lifeline




For More Information

If you are applying based on income, please remember to include
mandatory documentation as listed on the applications. For questions

or assistance please call WRT at 748-2211.

Federal Poverty Guidelines

Estimated Income Requirements for a Household at or Below 135% of

the 2023 Federal Poverty Guidelines:

1 $19,683
2 $26,622
3 $33,561
4 $40,500
5 $47,439
6 $54,378
For Each Additional Person, add: $6,939




7 $61,317

8 $68,256

For Each Additional Person, add: $6,939

Tribal Lands Lifeline and
Expanded Link Up

The Tribal Lifeline and Tribal Link Up program provide up to an
additional $25 in federal support to qualifying residents of Tribal lands
and applies on the main home phone line. This $25 is in addition to the
$9.25 monthly credit for Lifeline as noted above. Tribal Link Up is
available to qualifying consumers and covers 100% of the charges (up
to $100) that the carrier customarily assesses for installing/connecting

subscribers to the network.

Who is Eligible?
Applicants are eligible if they participate in at least one of the
following public assistance programs as follows or have a household

income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines

(documentation required):




Medicaid (e.g. Title XIX/Medical State Supplemental Assistance)
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP / formerly known
as Food Stamps)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8)

Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit

Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance

Tribally-Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TTANF)

Head Start (if income criteria are met)

Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations You may also be
eligible if your household income is equal to or less than 135% of the

Federal Poverty Guidelines (see information above).

G
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April 10, 2023

Dear WRT Member,

Lifeline, Tribal Lifeline/Link Up, Toll Blocking, and the *Affordable Connectivity Program support is available
from WRT. These programs provide discounts to eligible low-income consumers to help them establish and
maintain telephone or broadband internet service.

What type of discount is available?

Lifeline assistance lowers the cost of basic, monthly local telephone or broadband internet service. Eligible
consumers can receive up to $9.25 per month in discounts. In addition, the Federal Universal Service Charge
is not assessed to consumers participating in Lifeline.

Tribal Lifeline provides up to an additional $25 in federal support to qualifying residents of Tribal land and
applies on the main home telephone line or broadband internet service listed in the name of the eligible WRT
subscriber. (The Tribal Lifeline discount cannot exceed $34.25.)

Tribal Link Up is available to qualifying consumers residing on Tribal lands and covers 100% of the charges (up
to $100) of installing/connecting subscribers to WRT’s network.

Toll Blocking support allows eligible consumers who wish to avoid incurring large, long-distance fees to choose
toll blocking or toll control at no cost. Also, by choosing this option, consumers are usually not charged a
deposit.

How do | know whether | am eligible?

An individual is eligible if he or she participates in one of the following programs:

e Federal Public Housing (FPHA)

e Medicaid

e Supplement Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP, formerly known as Food Stamps)
e Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

e Tribally Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TTANF)

e Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance

e Tribal Head Start (income eligible)

e Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)

e Veterans Pension or Survivors Benefit Program

In addition, a consumer may be eligible if his or her household income is at or below 135% of the federal
poverty guidelines:

(Continued on back)



2023 Estimated Income Requirements for a Household at or Below
135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines

Persons in Family Unit 48 Contiguous States and D.C.
$19,683

$26,622

$33,561

$40,500

$47,439

$54,378

$61,317

568,256

For each additional person, add $6,939
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WRT’s voice and broadband internet service is a Lifeline-supported service. Only eligible consumers may
enroll in the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating eligibility
either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based
means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility every year. The Lifeline program is
limited to one benefit per household, consisting of either wireline, wireless or broadband service. A
household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, as an individual or group of individuals who
live together at the same address and share income and expenses. Lifeline is a government benefit
program, and consumers who willfully make false statements to obtain the benefit can be punished by
fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. WRT is required to access the FCC’s National
Lifeline Accountability Database to verify if a customer is currently receiving Lifeline, as well as provide
information to the database regarding new Lifeline subscribers.

How do I apply to receive Lifeline, Link Up, and Toll Blocking discounts? To apply for assistance, please
call WRT at 701-748-2211 or 605-845-3100 or go to the website checklifeline.org/lifeline to apply online.

*ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE: Affordable Connectivity Program is a U.S. government program run by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) program to help low-income households pay for internet
service. You are likely eligible if your household’s income is below 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, or if
you or someone you live with currently receives a government benefit like SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell
Grant, or Free and Reduced-Price School Lunches. If your household is eligible for ACP, you could receive
up to $30 per month in discounts. Households residing on tribal lands are eligible for up to $75 per month
in discounts. To see if you qualify for ACP, please call WRT at 701-748-2211 or 605-845-3100 or go to the
website affordableconnectivity.gov/do-i-qualify to apply online.

Sincerely,
T2l S
Pamela Schott

WRT Customer Service Manager
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U.S. POSTAGE

Y = It Really Does PAY to be with WRT! CO-OP CASHBACK
-,H,..lh.l....,l.lil..l]w.ljll.m” j,.n,.l..,,n,,n.,lu.. PRSRT STD : g
SRR R NN REC) IIB-OTDS .

Faster Fiber Broadband Internet, 100% Wi-Fi; Unlimited Local &Lang Distance Phone Service
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it REALLY DOES PAY to be with WRT!
BROADBAND INTERNET up to 10 GIG

- #1 Faster Fiber Up to 10 GIG with or without phone
B - 100% Wi-Fi Coverage Guaranteed
\ - Stream TV, Work from Home & More!
- FREE Installation & Equipment
- Top Rated 24 Hour Tech Support
- NO Contracts or Hidden Fees!
+ EARN CO-OP CASH!
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
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WRT knows how vital access to reliable communications is to everyday life. We believe
itis important to help connect those who can’t afford service. WRT participates in
Affordable Connectivity Program, Federal Communications Commission’s Lifeline,
Toll Limitation, Tribal Lifeline and Tribal Link Up assistance programs. ;

LIFELINE: Assistance program for qualifying low-income subscribers
who are not already receiving a Lifeline discount from another
provider. Lifeline provides a monthly service discount on eligible
telephone or eligible broadband service. By applying for and
receiving the Lifeline discount.

A S s

ELIGIBILITY: To be eligible for Lifeline, an applicant or subscriber, one of their dependents,
or their household must participate in one or more of the following programs: Medicaid;
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food Stamps); Supplemental j
Security Income (SSI); Federal Public Housing Assistance; or Veterans & Survivors Pension
Benefit. Individuals whose household income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines are also eligible for Lifeline assistance.

Toll blocking at no charge and reduced deposits also available.

TRIBAL LIFELINE & TRIBAL LINK UP: Additional support is available to those qualifying {
individuals living on Tribal Lands. Tribal Lifeline/Link Up provides additional service dis- :
counts, and in addition to the previously cited programs, for those individuals residing on
Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program,
Tribal Head Start, Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or Tribal TANF qualifies
them for this support. Only eligible consumers may enroll in the Lifeline program.

VERIFICATION: Applicants must present documentation demonstrating eligibility either
through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through
income-based means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility every year.
Lifeline is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of eligible telephone or broad- :
band service. Lifeline is a government benefit program, and consumers who willfully make i
false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or :

can be barred from the program.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: Call Lifeline Support (toll-free) at 1-800-234-9473, go to www.
lifelinesupport.org or contact your local WRT office. WRT is an equal opportunity provider.

&
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AFFORDABLE CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM: The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) is
an FCC program that helps connect families and households struggling to afford internet
service. The Affordable Connectivity Program provides: Up to $30/month discount for
broadband service; and Up to $75/month discount for households on qualifying Tribal
lands. It is limited to one monthly service discount per household. Members eligible

for Lifeline may also qualify for ACP. For more information on the ACP, please call
877-384-2575 or go to www.GetlInternet.gov
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission North Dakota Public Service Commission
500 East Capitol 600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408
Pierre, SD 57501 Bismarck, ND 58505-0485

605-773-3201 701-328-2400
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Companies Near Me

This tool can help you find companies in your area that offer Lifeline and the Affordable Connectivity
Program (ACP) service. These programs can reduce the cost of phone or internet service by providing a

monthly discount.

ACP service providers may have their own application process, so consumers should contact their
preferred service provider for more information. Consumers may also be eligible for a one-time discount
on a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet through ACP. Ask your service provider if they offer devices or use
this tool to see a list of providers who offer discounted devices.

Find a Company

Enter Your Zip Code

Example: 12345

J oR
Enter Your City and State
| |

Mobridge,SD

Select A Program:

() acp

(\:) Lifeline

[

https://cnm.universalservice.org

D

arch ] Clear Results
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6/23/23, 8:17 AM

Companies near Mobridge,SD

Companies Near Me - Lifeline Support - USAC

The order of these companies are random and may be different the next time you search.

An asterisk (*) after the company name means that this service provider offers both ACP and Lifeline.

The "$0 with ACP" column indicates that a service provider offers one or more plans that are covered in
full by the ACP discount and by choosing one of those plans your monthly cost for service is $0.

The "Discounted Device" column indicates that a service provider offers a discounted laptop, desktop
computer, or tablet. To get this discount, you must pay more than $10 and no more than $50 toward the

purchase price. The device must be purchased through the provider.

Types of Service:

Home Internet: ACP home Internet service
Mobile Internet: ACP mobile Internet service

Showing 67 of 67 companies

Download List:

CompanyName  Phone i A Ddtee
Hoop Wireless, LLC 833-367-4667 Mobile Internet Yes Yes

Nexus Telecom 832-579-0193 Mobile Internet Yes
Wrazzle, Inc. 800-380-0547 Mobile Internet Yes

Via Wireless, LLC 877—3‘46-1501 Mobile Internet Yes

K20 Wireless 717-400-5573 Mobile Internet Yes Yes

West River 701-748-2211 Home Internet

Telecommunications

https://cnm.universalservice.org

2/4
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Cooperative
Whoop ConnectInc.  888-200-1076 Mobile Internet Yes
Viasat 855-463-9333 Home Internet
InterConnection 206-633-1517 Mobile Internet Yes
Cintex Wireless, LLC 800-931-0141 Mobile Internet Yes Yes
Park Region 218-826-6161 Home Internet
Assurance Wireless 888-321-5880 Mobile Internet
SWA Connect, LLC 866-350-0222 Home Internet Yes
Q Link Wireless LLC 855-754-6543 Mobile Internet Yes
Verizon Wireless 800-922-0204 Home Internet
Sano Health LLC 866-970-7299 Mobile Internet Yes Yes
Maxsip Telecom
866-629-7471 Home Internet
Corporation
Show 25 ~ records/page L1 3 > of3pages

If you want to see more companies, see the list of companies in SD

More About the Data

° Search results are based on program enrollment and information provided by the companies.

° Information on the availability of devices and plans free with the ACP benefit are self-reported by providers and subject to change.
o The search results may include a company listed in your area that may not provide service to your address.

https://cnm.universalservice.org 3/4
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° Also, the search results might not show every company that is near you. A company may still offer Lifeline and/or ACP service even
ifitis not on the list. Please contact the company to confirm if they offer Lifeline or the ACP service for your address.

Tell Us What You Think

We will continue to update this tool, so please check back often. If you have any comments or see
something wrong - or if you are a company that needs to add or update your Lifeline or ACP information,
email us at LifelineProgram@usac.org or ACProgram@usac.org.

© 1997-2022, Universal Service Administrative Company, All Rights Reserved. Website Feedback | Privacy Policies

https://cnm.universalservice.org 4/4



DIAL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG - IT’S THE LAW!
Do you plan to do any digging - plant a tree, install a fence,
excavation? You must cali 811 at least 48 hours before you
dig to get all underground facilities located. The service
is FREE and it's the LAW! Simply Dial 811 or TOLL-FREE
1-800-795-0555. Access online at www.ndonecall.com
(ND) or www.onecall.sd.gov (SD).

BI G ADDRESS DISCLOSURE

The FCC requires WRT, under certain circumstances,
1o release the Billing Name and Address (BNA) of tel-
ephone customers to telecommunications service pro-
viders. The main reason for releasing BNA information
is to ensure proper billing for collect, third number billed
or calling card calls. WRT is required to provide the in-
formation to the telecommunications service provider
that handled the call, if it is requested by the carrier.

BNA can also be released to telecommunications ser-
vice providers for other reasons, such as verification for
presubscription, servicing your account, to prevent fraud
or when you move from one location to another.

If you have an unlisted or non-published telephone num-
ber, you have a choice. If you do not want your BNA
released by WRT, we need affirmative notification from
you within 30 days. If you provide us with such notifica-
tion, your ability to make calling card calls or to receive
collect calls or third number billed calls could be denied.
Should you have questions regarding this matter, please
call WRT at 701-748-2211.

SET UP OR CHANGE LONG DISTANCE SERVICE
1. Contact WRT or the long distance provider/company
of your choice to sign up for service.

2. Authorize your long distance company to contact
WRT to set up or change your long distance service.

3.1f a PIC FREEZE is in place, contact WRT to remove the
PIC FREEZE and authorize the change to your long dis-
tance service. You may also request a new PIC FREEZE
form from WRT at this time. (PIC FREEZE blocks service
from being changed)

QUESTIONS? call WRT @ 701-748-2211
email: myWRT@wrtc.com
mail: WRT, PO Box 467, Hazen, ND 58545
Offices in Hazen, Beulah & Mobridge

CUSTOMER PROPRIETARY NETWORK INFORMATION

The FCC has adopted rules to protect your privacy with
regard to telecommunications information that is per-
sonal to you. This information is called “Customer Pro-
prietary Network Information” or “CPNI” and includes the
type of services you subscribe to, the equipment and fa-
cilities used, and the numbers, dates, times and duration
of the calls you place. From time to time WRT may make
new features and services available that may enhance
the services to which you are already subscribed. Allow-
ing us to use your CPNI gives WRT the ability to give you
more personalized service and offer you the products
and services that best fit your needs.

If you allow us to use your CPNI, it will ONLY be used by
WRT. We DO NOT sell or in any way provide this informa-
tion to any other company, other than the 911 records
we are required by law to provide if you are a phone cus-
tomer.

Under federal law, you have the right, and we have the
duty, to protect the confidentiality of this information.
Therefore, your account will be treated confidentially, re-
gardless of whether you consent or not to allow us to
continue to provide you with educational mailings.

If you agree to let WRT use your CPNI, no further action
is necessary. If you want to restrict use of your CPNI,
you must contact WRT within 30 days of receipt of this
notice. You may miss the opportunity to learn of new
services, new packaging that could reduce your monthly
bill, and other information that keeps you informed of the
happenings at WRT. Your decision on the use of CPNI by
WRT will remain valid until you change it, which can be
done at any time by contacting WRT.

MEMBER
NOTIFICATIONS

ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

PRIVACY

Services
& Info




FEDERAL ASSISTANC 0G

AFFORDABLE CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM (ACP): Assis-
tance program run byt the FCC to help low-income households
pay for internet service. If your household is eligible, you could
receive up to $30/month discount on your internet service or
up to $75/month discount if your household is on qualifying
tribal lands. You are likely eligible if your household's income is
below 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, or if you or someone
you live with currently receives a government benefit like SNAP,
Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free & Reduced-Price Lunch.
Only one monthly service discount is allowed per household.
Discount can be combined with Lifeline.

LIFELINE: Assistance program for qualifying low-income sub-
scribers who are not already receiving a Lifeline discount from
another provider. Lifeline provides a monthly service discount
eligible broadband service. By applying for and receiving the
Lifeline discount. To be eligible for Lifeline, an applicant or sub-
scriber, one of their dependents, or their household must partic-
ipate in one or more of the following programs: Medicaid; Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly Food
Stamps); Supplemental Security Income (SSI); Federal Public
Housing Assistance; or Veterans & Survivors Pension Benefit.
Individuals whose household income is at or below 135% of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines are also eligible for Lifeline assis-
tance. Toll blocking at no charge also available.

TRIBAL LIFELINE & TRIBAL LINK UP: Additional support is
available to those qualifying individuals living on Tribal Lands.
Tribal Lifeline/Link Up provides additional service discounts,
and in addition to the previously cited programs, for those in-
dividuals residing on Tribal Lands, participation in the Bureau
of Indian Affairs (BIA) general assistance program, Tribal Head
Start, Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations or Trib-
al TANF qualifies them for this support. Only eligible consumers
may enroll in the Lifeline program.

VERIFICATION: Applicants must present documentation
demonstrating eligibility either through participation in one of
the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-
based means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their
eligibility every year. Lifeline is limited to one benefit per house-
hold, consisting of eligible broadband service. Lifeline is a gov-
ernment benefit program, and consumers who willfully make
false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished
by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Call Lifeline Support
at 1-800-234-9473, go to www.checklifeline.org/lifeline
or contact your local WRT office.
WRT is an equal opportunity provider.
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SECTION 1.1. MEMBERSHIP.

Any adult person, organization, government, political sub-
division or governmental agency, or other legal entity shall
become a member of this Cooperative andmembership
shall be automatic on the date of receipt of retail voice or
broadband service. In receiving such services from the co-
operative, each member, by such action, agrees to comply
with and be bound by the Articles of Incorporation and By-
laws of the Cooperative and any rules, policies and regula-
tions adopted by the Board of Directors. No member may
hold more than one membership in the Cooperative, and
no membership shall be transferable except as provided in
these bylaws. The status of all membership shall be as re-
flected upon the books of the Cooperative, and no member-
ship certificates will be issued.

SECTION 1.2. DEFINITION AND CLASSIFICATIONS.
(a) A condition of membership is Voice or broadband ser-
vice from the Cooperative at a premise within its estab-
lished service area. In addition, the Board may determine
certain types and amounts of patronage that give rise to the
privileges and obligations of membership. (b) Exchange and
interexchange carriers who participate with the Cooperative
in the provision of telecommunications services are neither
members nor patrons except as such carriers may receive
voice or broadband services. A compiete printing of the WRT Bylaws
available in the WRT telephone directory or online at www.westriv.com

BATTERY BACK-UP

When WRT installs your new fiber optics, we also install a
battery backup unit (at no additional charge) - as the new
fiber needs power to operate. If your electricity would hap-
pen to go out, the back-up unit will power the equipment and
provide voice service for approximately 8 hours. WRT does
offer additional battery packs to extend the length of voice
service and also provide internet service. We call it the "WRT
2 Buck Back-Up” and it's available $2 per month.

Please keep in mind these basic emergency tips:
- Keep at least one basic CORDED phone on hand to use
in case of power outages. (Cordless use additional power)

-If you have a generator, make sure the battery backup unitis
plugged into an outlet that is served by the generator.

-Periodically check the indicator light on your battery back-
up unit to see if it is getting low or out of charge. Batter-
ies should be stored above 41° F and below 104° F. General
battery life is 2-4 years, pending usage & storage conditions
and have a limited 3-year manufacturer’s warranty.

If you have any questions or would like to extend your bat-
tery backup time, please call WRT at 701-748-2211.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
West River Telecommunications Cooperative is an equal op-
portunity provider and employer. In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices,
and employees, and institutions participating in or administer-
ing USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (in-
cluding gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retali-
ation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity con-
ducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or in-
cident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should con-
tact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202)

1720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program informa-
tion may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found on-
line at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint (https:/
www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-
complaint) and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested
in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866)
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)
email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender. USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
employer, and lender. WRT is an equal opportunity provider & employer.

0 -NOT-C STRY

The National Do-Not-Call Registry has been established to
offer you a choice about receiving telemarketing calls. Reg-
istering will stop most telemarketing calls but it will not stop
calls from certain non-profit and political organizations and
calls from organizations with which you have established
a business relationship.Consumers can register their tel-
ephone numbers (including wireless), on the National Do-
Not-Call Registry by telephone or by internet at no cost. The
number will be on the Do-Not-Call list the day after registra-
tion; however, telemarketers have up to 31 days to remove
the number from their call lists.

REGISTER ON THE DO-NOT-CALL REGISTRY,
go online to www.donotcall.goy, call 1-888-382-1222,
for TTY call 1-866-290-4236.





