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PubHc Utilities Commmion of the State of South Dakota 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF PRIDE AMERICA, INC.'S ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY ) OF SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX ) 

) TC99-146 

SDCL 49-1A-1 establishes the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) Gross Receipts Tax Fund. This fund is financed by assessing a tax of .0015 
or $250, wt,· ver is greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a utility 
from the cc..mpany's customers within the state of South Dakota, and requires that all 
telecommunications companies submit on June 1, each year, a report of the amount of 
such gross receipts received during the preceding calendar year and pay the tax. A 
penalty of 10% of the tax is imposed for each month of delinquency. 

Despite reminder letters from the Commission on May 3, 1999, and August 9, 1999 
Pride America, Inc. (Pride) has failed to file the required report and pay the gross receipts 
tax. 

Pursuant to SDCL 49-1 A-6, the Commission may collect this debt by distress and 
sale of any personal property of the company within South Dakota. Further, the 
Commission has the authority, under SDCL 4~1-3, to suspend or revoke the certificate 
of authority granted to the company; assess a civil fine against the company from $200 to 
$1 ,000 under SDCL 49-31-38; proceed under SDCL 49-31-38.2 or 49-31-38.3 to stop the 
company from transacting any future business in South Dakota; or take any other 
enforcement actions against the company allowed by law. 

Pride shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 P.M. (CST) in the Cactus 
Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 
The hearing is being held pt.nUant to Commission's jurisdiction over telecommunications 
oompanies found at SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-1 , 49-1A, and 49-31, specifically, 49-1-11 (4), 
49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, 49-31-3, and ARSD 20:10:01 :45. 

The issue at the hearing is whether the Commission shall fine, or suspend or revoke 
Pride's Certificate of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, and/or institute 
collection proceedings against Pride for failure to pay gross receipts tax. 

The hearing shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL 
Chapter 1-26. All parties have the right to be present and to be represented by an 
attorney. These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not exercised at 
the hearing. If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place set for the 
hearing, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and evidence provided, 
if any, during the hearing or a Final Decision may be issued by default pursuant to SDCL 



1-26-20. After the hearing, the Commission will consider all evidence and testimony that 
was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter Find, s of Fact, 
Condusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of the hearing, 
the Commission shall determine whether to fine, or suspend or revoke Pride's Certificate 
of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, and/or institute collection 
proceedings against Pride for failure to pay gross receipts tax. The Commission's Final 
Decision may be appealed by the parties to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme 
Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that a show cause hearing in the matter of Pride shall be held on 
February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 P.M. (CST) (or as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard) 
in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota And it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that, in the event Pride shall file an appropriate report and 
pay the delinquent gross receipts tax, including the 10% penalty for each month of 
delinquency, the hearing and actions mentioned herein shall not be held or taken, 
otherwise this order shall remain in effect. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, this hearing is being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 holn prior to the hearing if you have special eeds so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 30th day of December, 1999. 

CE.RTFICATE OF SBMCI! 

n.~~~ ... .,. 
dacunn ,_ ..... Nned..., upon ...... d 
fec:otd an Ila dodllt.. • 11111d on,._....._. 
..... by facllnw 0, by ,.,... dlla mail. 11'1 ~ 

IICkl lld-m, ... dagaa plllplld.,,..., 

By A!!JlbA/.t~ 
o. !2 },ge1/ ff r , 

(Of flCW. SEAL) 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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South Dakota Public Utilities Convnission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of December 30. 1999 through January s. 2000 

ff you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, °' mailed to you, please contact 
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. 

Phone: 605-n3-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

CT00-001 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Jeanette Moes, W own. South 
Dakota. against OLS. Inc. Rega,ding Switching Telecommunications 
Services Through Deceptift Tactics. 

The Coq>&ainant indicates through a telephone call a man lead her to believe he was with U 
S WEST offering 10 cents per minute long distance rates. 100 free mirues of long distance. 
and no monthly fees. The Complainant is requesting that the state on slamming be 
enforced, that she be compensated for her inconvenience. and au assessed fees be removed. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney. Karen Cremer 
Date Rec:eived: 12127 /99 
Date Filed.: 01 I03IOO 
Ina var Ilion Oeacline: NA 

CTQD.002 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dan Grider. Baltic, South Dalcota. 
against Qwest Communications, Inc. Rega,ding Unauthorized Switching of 
Services. 

On Oec:ember 28. 1999, the Commission received a complaint from Dai Grider of Baltic. 
Scuh Dakota. against Qwest regarding \nluthorized switching of services. The complainant 
all ages that his long distance provider was switched to Qwest without his authorization. 

Staff Anatyst: Keith Senger 
Staff Attorney: Camren Hosed( 

Dale Received: 12/28/99 
Date Filed: 011CIWO 
lr'ulYention Date: NIA 

CT00-003 In the llalter of the~ filed by Elaine 11. lllplls. Watertown, South 
Dakota, against OLS, Inc. Regarding hitdlilag 'J1l1 cOfflffU'lic:ati 
Semces Through Deceptive Tactics. 



The Complainant ciaims she received a telephone call from U S WEST indicating a change in 
her billing. As a result. her long distance service was switched from AT&T to OLS. She is 
requesting that all OLS charges be removed from her billing. 

Staff Analyst· Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12/28/99 
Date Filed: 01/03/00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

CT00-004 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Jeanne Stich, McCook Lake, South 
Dakota, against OLS, Inc. Regarding Promised Rates Which Were Not 
Asseued. 

The Complainant alleges that OLS promised a rate of 10 cents per minute for all long distance 
calls, 100 free mi es of service, and no switching fees. When the Complainant received her 
billing, she was not assessed the promised rates or terms. The Complainant is requesting 
that all charges paid to this company be removed. 

Staff Analyst: Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karan Cremer 
Date Received: 12/30l99 
Date Filed: 01/03/00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

CT00-005 In the llattar of the Complaint filed by Willi L Frost. Watertown, South 
Dakota, against OlS, tnc. Regarding Swttchi g Teleconmunications 
Servtcea Through Deceptive Tactics. 

The Complainant indicates that his long distance service was SW1tched ttvough deceptive 
tactics. The Complainant requests that the Commission revoke the company's license, 
assess fines, award compensation, and remove all chalges assessed by this company. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney. Karan Cramer 
Date Received: 12/30l99 
Date Filed: 01 I03JOO 
lnterwntion Deadline: NA 

CTIJG.006 In the llattef' of the Complaint filed by Eart and Pauline DeHoogh, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. against OLS, Inc. Regarding Switching 
Telecomnulication Servk:es Through Deceptive Tactics. 

The Complainants indicate that thn:Mql a deceptive telephone call, their long distance was 
switched to OLS. They are requesting that the Commission assess a large fine. 
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Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12/30l99 
Date Filed: 01~3'00 
ltuNention Deadline: NA 

CTCJ0.007 In the Mder of the Complaint filed by Robert Fogg, Jr., Martin, South 
Dakota, against AT&T Communications of the Midwest, Inc. Regarding 
Promised Rates Which Were Not Assessed. 

On Deoamber 30, 1999. the Commission received a complaint from Robert Fogg, Jr. of Martin, 
Soulh Dakota, against AT&T regarding deceptive business practices and advertising. The 
camp&ainant alleges that he was offered 7 cents per minute for all long distance interstate 
calls cuing the hours of 7 AM to 7 PM Monday through Friday, and 5 cents per minute for the 
ba&ance of the week. In addition, he was offered 120 free minutes each month for the next six 
months. The complainant further alleges that once AT&T became aware that he lives in South 
Dakota, the offer was withdrawn. Mr. Fogg is requesting a full refund of all charges in excess 
of the 7 per mirk.lle, the rates that he was offered, 120 free minut cl interstate long 
diltauce for6 months. and a fine imposed against AT&T in the amount of $10,000/day. 

Staff Analyst Heather Forney 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Received: 12130199 
D e Filed: 01103199 
Intervention Date: NIA 

CTOO-ooa In the Matter of the Complaint flied by Banner Associates, Inc., Brookings, 
South Dakota, against NOS Communications, Inc. Regarding Billing Issues. 

The Complainant alleges that a salesperson offered a rate of 7.9 cents per minute for 
interstate calls and 14.9 cents per minute for intrastate calls. When questioned the 
salesperson verified the rate and stated there would be no other charges. The first two 
mouths the rates were honored, but the subsequent months were billed at a higher rate. The 
~nant was told they were being billed those rates per call unit and a call unit was not 
equivalent to a minute. Complainant entered an agreement contingent on a per minute rate 
and not a call unit rate. The Complainant is requesting restitution for the amount they were 
billed over and above the agreed upon rate of 7.9 cent per minute and 14.9 cents per minute 
for interstate and intrastae calls respectively. They are also requesting that NOS 
Comnulicabons be required to infonn their prospective customers verbally and in writing of 
their billing method so as not to mislead futU'8 a.astomers. 

Staff Analyst: Michele Farris 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hoseck 
Date Received: 12/30l99 
Date Filed: OH03'00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 
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CT()0..()()9 In the Matter of the Complaint flied by Elizabeth A. Ewald, Watertown, 
South Dakota. against OLS, Inc. Regarding Switching of Services Through 
Deceptive Practices. 

The Complainant alleges that a representative claiming to be fr U S WEST contacted her 
concerning recent legislation which would require changes on her billing. As a result of this 
conversation her telecommunications service was switched to OLS. The Complainant asks 
that the Commission assess fines and penalties against OLS for this action. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Att y: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 01/03'00 
Date Filed: 01/05/00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TCll-126 In the 11attar of AC S Tel Com lnc.'s Failure to Su t Report and Pay the 
Gross Receipts Tax. 

AC S Tel Com Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000. at 1 :30 p.m. 1n the Cactus Conference 
Room, State Cap, ol Building, Pierre, SD. to show cause why action should not be taken 
against the company for failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1 A. 

Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02I03IOO 

Teff.127 In the llattar of Accutel Communications, Inc.' Failure to Submit a Report 
and Pay the Gross Receipts Tu. 

Accutel Convnunications, Inc. shall appe• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Conference Room. State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to cause why action should not be 
taken against the c::an.-,y for faikn to ex>q>ly with SOCL Cha 49-1 A. 

Deputy ExeaJlive Director: Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30/99 
Hearing Date: 02I03IOO 

TCll-128 In the llattar of Affinity Marketing Strategies LLC dlb/a Funding Our 
Future's Failure to Submit a Repolt and Pay the Gross Receip Tax. 

Affinity Marketing Strategies LLC d/b/a Ftnfing Otl f ut\Xe shall appear on February 3, 2000, 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show 

4 



C8lA8 why action should not be taken against the company for faikn to a>r11)ly with SDCL 
Chapter 49-1 A. 

Deputy Executive Oiredol . Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02103100 

TCll-129 In the Mlltllr of AlwiTel Pay Phones, Inc.~ Flllkn to Submit a Raport and 
P theGrau~Tu. 

AmenTel Pa-1 Phones. Inc. st.I appear on February 3, 2000. at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cada• 
Conam Room. Sta Capitol~. Pierm, SO, to show cause why · should not be 
taklln against the can.-r, for failln lO comply wlh SDCl Olllp8 49-1A. 

Deputy Executive Oiecb. Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff Attomey. Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
I IWi'lg Date: 02I03IOO 

TCll-130 In the ,.....,. of AIINEra Fail1n to Submit a Rapo,t and Pay the Grau 
RaceipDTu. 

AMNEX ltlllll appear on Febfuary 3, 2000. at 1 :30 p.m. in the Caal• C01.,.a1Ce Room, State 
Capilol Building. Pierre, so. to lhow Clll.ll8 why action should not be lakerl against the 
coq,any for faikn ID~ wilh SOCl Ct1IIPllr 49-1A. 

Oeputy EJCIICUtive Dir9Cb. Sue Cichos 
Slaff Attomey. Camren Ha I I ck 
0... Opened: 12/30t99 
I la• i11g Date: 02«>3IOO 

TCll-131 In Ille M1Dlr of Ma EqullJ, Inc. dWa PerfOflllalltce Tll1co.n"s F ..... to 
Subllllt a Rlpaft and,., ... Glaea ......... Tu. 

MIii Equity Inc., dtWa Ptltclmll 1Ce Ti1l1 tam .,.. IIJlll •• on February 3. 2000. at :30 p.m. in 
.. Ca• Conlnuce RDam. a. Capilal Building. Pierr9. SO. to show c:ause why action 
lhauld nat be ........... campanr far faiue to COIIW wilh SOCl CtlliPW 49-1A. 

~ EJCIICUtive Dnca. Sue Cic:hos 
SIIII Alk1I, Nit= Carnron Ha 11 ck 
Olla Opalfld: 12130199 
111 a ilQ Dale: 02«xWO 

Tel9-132 In ... Mlltllrof ._w Opllt,J-. lnc.'s F.._ IO~ a Raport and Pay 
... Glw...,..Tu. 
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Business Options, Inc. shall ~••on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Corlerence Room, Stale Capilol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not oo 
taken against the company for faiue to coq,ly with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 

Oesuy Ew:utive C>inlca: Sue Cid,os 
Staff Attorney. CaffW'on Ha111 ck 
Om Opened: 12/3CW9 
ll1•ir1g Date: 02mlOO 

TCll-133 In the .... of Cal Plus Inc.._ Falln to Submit a Report and Pay the 
Grw Recelpta Ta. 

cal Plul Inc. shall •won Feuuary 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Coe lfaence Room, 
Sia Cllpieol · Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken against the 
company for faikn to can.,ey with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 

TCll-134 In the M11111i of Colorado R1vw Connlricatlons Corp. dlbla CRC Long 
Dlat11111c:e._ Falhn to Submit a Raport and Pay Raceipes Ta. 

Cokndo River Comnulications Corp. cMlla CRC Long OiS1anCe shall &Al9• on February 3, 
2000, al 1:30 p.m. in h cacti• Conference Room, State . ol Building, Pierre, SD, to 
show e&11e why action lhould not be taken against the company for failtn to comply with 
SDCl Chapter 49-1A. 

~ Ew:utive Dndor. Sue Cic:tlOI 
Slaff AnDmey: camran He ••ck 
0.. ()pllaect 12/3CW9 
I lwing Dale: 02JO:WO 

TCll-131 In the Mn Plw of Eagle Telecom. Inc. •a F.Uwe to Submit a Report and Pay 
the Glaea llecelpa Tu. 

Eagle Tel1 cam. Inc. lhal llPJl •• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference 
Room. Sta Capital Building. Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken 
againlt lhe c:ompany for fllilLn to c::oq,ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

~ Exaaltive Oirecta. Sue Cichos 
Stiff Allomey: Camron Hal. ck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
I l•ar'•lg Dae: 02I03IOO 
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TCll-136 In the llatt8r of Elia Ventures, Inc. d/bla American FreewaytOO'a Failure to 
Submit a Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Elias Ventures, Inc. d/b/a American Freeway100 shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 
p.m. in the Cactus Confereoc:e Room, State capilol Building, Pierre, SD, to lhow cause why 
action should not be taken against the company for faikn to comply with SOCL Chapter 
49-1A 

~ Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 

Opened: 12130199 
111• it 1g Date: 02A>3IOO 

TCll-137 the llattllr of First Call USA. Incorporated' Falh.n to Submit • Report 
and Paytlle Grau~ Tax. 

Arlt Call USA. lncorpon•d shall appe• on Febnay 3, 2000, al 1 :30 p.m. in the Cada• 
ca ... a Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, so. to lhcJW c:auN wt., action should not be 
llllc8rl against the CD11J81 rt for faihn to comply . SOCl Chlpler 49-1A. 

~ Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hosack 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
H• ii,g Date: 02A>3IOO 

TCll-131 In the M....,. of• a,ecom .........._. Cotpo1111ion's Falln to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Groaa Racelpla Ta. 

lnlelicaln lnlamational Carpal ation shall app a• on Flbrulry 3, 2000, a 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cacb• Ccrienn:e Room, State Capilol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
llalld not be taken against the con.-,y for faiue to comply with SOCl Chlpler 49-1A 

DlpAy Executive Ondol. Sue Cichos 
Stiff Attomey: Camron Howk 
Dllla Opened: 12/30l99 
•••• ilQ Ila: 02AXWO 

TCll-131 In the lldlr of.........._. Telcom l TD'a Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Glma Racelpls Tu. 

llanllltional Telcom l TD lhlll llflll •• on February 3, 2000. at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Conrerala Room, St.Illa C.-,, Building, Pierre, SO, to show C&ll8 why action should not be 
llllc8rl against the corr.-,y for failunt lo comply with SDCL Qmplill 49-1A. 
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Date Opened: 12/30t499 
Hearing Date: ouxwo 

TCll-140 In the 11.a.r of JcM.mey Telecom lntematlonal, lnc.'a Failure to Submit a 
Rllport and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Jcuney Telecom lrumational, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Roam. State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: C8mron Holed( 

Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02I03.1)() 

TCll-141 In the ......, of London Telecom aka Strategic AlliancN' Failure to Submit 
a Allport and Pay the Gross RKelpta Tax. 

London Telecom St1at1gic Alliancea shall ~ear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
cacti• Comnnce Room. Slade Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken IQllitllt the company for faikn to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1 A. 

DepAy Executive DndDI. Sue Cichos 
Stiff Attorney: Camron Ho11ck 
0.. Opened: 12/3Ml9 
He~ Dale: 02JO:MX) 

TCll-1'2 In the II.., of II lalx Tel1 com. lnc.'a Fail to Submit a Report Pay 
theGrouRKelpaTa. 

Mlllrix Tel1ccm, Inc. 1t'111111All• on FebNllry 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. · the Cactus Cou•ence 
Room, Slade Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken 
against the company for faiue to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Dep&iy Exea...tive DiredDr: Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff Attorney: Camron Ho11ck 
[>ala Opened: 12/30l99 
.... ilg Date: ouxwo 

TCll-143 In the ll1tllr of New Concept Comnutk:atlona, LLC'a Failure to SUbmlt a 
Raport and Pa,... RKelpls Tu. 

NN COi N:111Jt Conwlu1icalianl, LLC st.a &Al •• on February 3, 2000, al 1 :30 p.m. in 118 
CD• Ccnnnce Room. CapiDI Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken IQllit • .. company for failure ID comply with SDCL Ctllil*r G-1A. 
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Deputy ExeaAive Oireck>r: Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Attorney. Cm Hosed( 
0. Opaaad: 12/30/99 
Ila• ing Dale: 02mlOO 

TCl9-144 In Ille II 11w of Nova T1l1 ClMI\ Inc. ~ 8.E.L EZ Pay"s F to Submit a 
Raport and Par Gfaes Rae.._. Tu. 

Nova ~alaoom, Inc. dlbla B.E.L EZ Pa, shal appa• on February 3, 2000, 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cadl11 Ccnerance Room. Sia Capial Building. Piamt, so. to show cause why action 
should not be lakan agail llll .. co111p•r, for failln to CXJftl'fy wilh S0CL Ql8plel 49-1A. 

~ &ac:uive Dncb. Sue Cichos 
Staff Allal 118J: Camron tic 11 ck 

Opa llld: 12130199 
........ 'llrl DIie; 02«xMJO 

TCll-1'5 In .. Mr 7'W of NTI Tll1c--. Inc. .. F 
GfoaRK .... Ta. 

to Submit.~ and Par .. 

NT1 Tala cam. Inc. ltWII •••on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Comw•a 
Roam. Sia Capieol Building, Piernt, SO, to show cause why action lhould not be .... 
agaillt the COft1*IY tar faiue to COiilplr wilt'I SDCl Chapter 49-1A. 

In .. M 11'¥ of Pride America. Inc.'• Falln to Submit a Rllport and Pay Ille 
Gfaaallec .... Ta. 

Pride Anaica. Inc. ltWII app1• on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m.. in the Cacti• Confel•a 
Roam. Sia Capial Building, Pien, so. to show cause why action should not be ..., 
agaillt .. CDft1Nl't tar faue ID conlplr with SOCL a_.. 49,.1A. 

~ fJialcuiwe. Diedal . Sue Cichos 
SllrS .11 >ney. c.nron Ha II ct 
0.. ()pad 12130199 
111 Ling DIie: 02I03Q) 

TClt-147 In .. Mr 1111 of P1111.call. Inc.-. F ...... to Submit a Raport and Pay the 
Qaaa Receipa Ta. 
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PrirneCall. Inc ltlll • •• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Coutam 
Room, Slam Capilol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken 
agali ISt the coq>any for fail&n to comply with SDCl Chapter -19-1A. 

Dlpuly ElGICUtiYa Dnca. Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff Anamey. Cm Hall ck 
0... Opened: 12/D99 
1111 iag 0...: 02AXWO 

TCll-1. In the M f1er of 1~ Inc.. ft{a Slet1il119 lnl8mlllionlll Funding. Inc. 
dlbla Rlcol_.. Failure to Submit a Raport and Pay the Grau Receipb) 
Ta. 

1-«X>-Racanex.. Inc. lea Sllrlirag Hemalional Funding, Inc. dlbla Recanex shall 8"JIII' on 
Febnay 3, 2000. • 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti• COi ••a Room, St.lee CapilDI Building, Pierre, 
SO. ID ... c:&118 why action should not be taken against the company for faiue to comply 
wlh SOCl 0.,.. 49-1A. 

Dlpuly ElGICUtiYa Direcb . Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff AID, ay. Cm Ha11 ck 
DIie Opened: 12/30l99 
.... iag 0...: 02«xWO 

l'Cll-141 In ll1111f of TelSave Ccwpoillllon dlbla lndependenl Netwolic Service'• 
~ to lullmlt a Rapolt and Pay the Grau Receipts Ta. 

TelSave Corporation dtb'a lndlpel lderlt Network Service lhall llSlJl 1ar on February 3. 2000, at 
1:30 p.m. in b Cacti• Confel•a Roam, State Capilol Building, Piemt, SD, to show caae 
.. action lhould not be taken ...... company for .kn to comply with SOCl a.peer 
49-1A. 

~ ElGICUtiYa Oir9Cb . Sue Cichos 
Slaff AnlDmey: Clil1W'On Ha11ck 
0... Opel 18d: 12/30l99 
.... iag Date: 02AXWO 

TCll-1IO In the 11111W of Teltruat Comnullcaliona Serw:ea, .•a F .... ID Submit 
a Rapo,t and Pay the Grau bcelpla Tax. 

Teltrull Comnuiiclltiona Services, Inc. shall ~ 1ar on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cada• Conference Room. State Capitol Building, Pierre, so. to show cause why action 
lhould not be talcen agailllt the rm,pany for faiue to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Dlpuly EJC8ClAive Direcb. Sue Cichos 
Staff Attomey: Cm Hoseck 

10 



Date Opened: 12/30/99 
Hearing Date: 02/03'00 

TCN.151 In the Matter of U.S. Network Services, lnc.'a Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

U.S. Network Services, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the cactus 
Colmence Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be 
taken agaiast the company for faikn to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

DepAy Executive Oirec:tor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Data Opened: 12/30l99 
ll111ing : 02K>3IOO 

TCft.152 In the Matter of USA Tele Corp.'a Failure to Submit a R and Pay the 
Grou Receipts Tax. 

USA Tele Corp. shall appear on Fabn.tary 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Comnnce 
Room. State Cepitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken 
against the ooq,any for faikn to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy EJCllcutive Director: Sue Cichos 
Slaff Allomey: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hw.-ig Date: 02K>3IOO 

TCll-113 In the ....., of UStel, lnc.'a Falkn to Submit a Raport and Pay the GnlN 
Receipts Tax. 

, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, • 1 :30 p.m. in h C-*• COl1f81m Room. 
Sia Cllpitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken agai llt lhe 
rm.-'I for faiue to caniply with SOCL 0..- 49- A.. 

~ E.Xlla~ Diredor . Sue CidlOS 
SIii Marney. Camron Hoseck 
0... ()pell8d: 12/30/99 
ll111ir1gDate: ~ 

'ICll-15' In the Mn 11tlc al WI ltlm T• Colnnulklllana. lnc.lll n Sri SIies Gwalap 
dlbla People LIM br TCh Falln ID 81111 I I a Rap mt ... Par .. Glew 
RKeiptsTa. 

W1•1m Tele-Cornrrulica, lncJRelail Sales Group People lir* ~ TCI ... an 111 
on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cacti• COl••a Roam. Sia Cas*J1 ~ 

II 



Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken against the company for faikn to 
c:on1)ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Oepliy Ex8c:utive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. C8mron Hoseck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
HNI itlg Date: 02J03IOO 

TCOCM01 In the II.U., of the Application of ezTel NetWOlk SeAices. LLC for a 
C.IHlc• of Aulhortty to P,cwlde TelecornnUllcati Ser*- In Soulh 
Dlllcota. 

ezTel Networ1t SerYices, LLC INks a Ceftifiau cf Authority to provide resold intrastate 
i •nm:hange teleconllTU'licationl NMC8I in South Dakota. ezTel intends to offer 1 + and 
101XXXX direct oulbolm dillliug, toll-he inbolnt dialing. travel card and directory 
aaistance Nrvices. 

Staff Analyst: Ke. Senger 
Staff Altomey. Camron Holl ck 
0.. Flied: 01'°3IOO 
lntllrvention Deadline: 01121~ 

v • ..,....,. ......... _....,,uc, .. 1:1tr1••- ••rns,wc ...... 
v .. -,, .. u,..••11 .. u,..totllePUCm Cngllbltllllp:&www 11 sdwtpuc:f 
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Gna Rectipes Tu sa.w Caw S.ww1ry 

TI:99-126- ACS Td Com Int. 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-l 27 - Acx:dd Cornmunic#ions, 

TC99-l21 - Affinity Markding Saa:gics UC cWa Fuacfiag cs f dllr'C 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-l29-Amcn1d Pa)• Phones. Inc. 

TC99-l30 - AMNEX 

TC99-l3l - Alias F.quily, Int. Wa Pafonmnce Tdccom 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-132 - Blasirwss Options. Int. 

TC99- 33 - Call Plus Int. 

TC99-l34 - Colorado Rnu Coammicarioos Corp. Wa CRC Long Dislaaa: 

TC99-l 3S - Eagle T dccom, Inc. 

TC99-l36 - Elias Vc:allRS, Inc. Wa Amcricm Fn,cwaylOO 

Tc.'99-137 - Fat Call USA. lucotpolacd 

TC99-l 31 - Jau:timn llllaDltioaal Carponliac 

Tc.'99-139 - llllc:rmrional Tdccn LTD 

TC99-140 - Journey Tdccom JDla1lllioaal Inc. 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-l41 • London Tdccom ab Slnlqic Alliw:rs 

DO REVOKE: TC99-142 =- Malrix Tdccom, Int. 

TC99-l43 - New Concept Coammicarioos. UC 

1C99-144 - Nova Tdccom, Int. d/b/a B.E.L fZ Pay 

TC99-l4S - NTl Tdccom, Int. 

TC99-l 46 - Pride America. lac. 

TC99-l47 • Primrull, Inc. 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-141- 1-IOO-Roconc:x, Inc. tb Saatiag lmrallioaal. FIIDdial, Inc. Wa 
Rame,r 
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TC99-149 • TdSave Corporation Wa lndq,aldo!I Network Service 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-ISO- Tcknall Cot1•1•ritlb0al Scniccs. lDc. 

TC99-1S I • U.S. Network Sc:rviccs. lac. 

TC99-IS2 • USA Tele Ccrp. 

TC99-1Sl • l&il. lac. 

'IC99-IS4 • Walen Tclo-0 4 ••. lacJllcuil Sales Group Wa People Link by TO 

GRTYDEAD.WPD 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF PRIDE AMERICA, INC.'S 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY 
THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX 

) FINDINGS OF FACT, 
) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
) AND FINAL OR ER; NOTICE 
) OF ENTRY OF FINAL 
) ORDER 
) TCll-148 

On December 30, 1999. the Pubfic Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an Order for 
and Notice d Show cause t tNI i ig against Pride America. tnc. (Pride) for failure to submit an annual 
repon and pay the gross receipts tax. The hearing was held as scheduled on February 3 , 2000, in 
the Con111iuion'1 Conference Room. State Capitol Building. Pien'e. South Dakota. The reason for 
the hearing was to gi"9 Pride an opportunity to show cause why the Commission should not revoke 
its Certifieate of Authority. or other specified actions, for failure to pay the gross receipts tax as 
required by SOCL 49-1A-3. Commissioners Burg. Nelson, and Schoenfektef were p,esent. Also 
sn 11 d were Camron Hosedt. Commission Staff Attorney. and Sue Cichos, Business Manager for 
the Commission. No representative of Pride appeared at the hearing. After hearing the testintony, 
the Commission voted unanimously to reYOke Pride's Ceftificate of Authority for failure to pay the 
gross receipts tax. 

The Commission. having heard the testimony presented at the hearing, makes the following 
F'indings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Pride is a telec:ommunicati oompany holding a Certificat of Authority, issued by this 
Commission, to provide telec:ommunic:at 5efVices in South Dakota. 

2. Sue Cichos, Business Manager for the Commission, testified that Pride never paid the gross 
reatipts tax due June 1, 1999, as l'9qUired by SOCL 49-1A-3. 

3. A copy of the Order for and Notice of Show Cause Hearing was sent by certified mail to Pride. 

4. No representative of Pride appeared at the hearing to show cause why the Commission should 
not revoke its Certificate of Authority. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Commission has jwisdiction over this fflllller pwsua,t to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-1A. 4~1 . 
spec:ffically 49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, and 49-31-3. 

2. Pursuant to SOCl 49-1A-3, the Commission 8SS8$S8S a tax of .0015 or $250, wt1ic:tlewer · 
c,eaer. on the annual illlastllle gross receipts receiYed by a telecommunicati company from the 
company's aatomers within the state of South Dakota. Pursuant to SOCl 49-1A-5, the tax is due 
on June first of each year. 

3. Pride has failed to pay the gross receipts tax. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI! 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF PRIDE AMERICA, INC.'S 
FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY 
THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX 

) FIN ING 
) CONCLUS 
) AND FINAL C 
) OF ENTR 
) ORDER 
) TC99-146 

On December 30, 1999, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an Order for 
and Notice of Show Cause Hearing against Pride America, Inc. (Pride) for failure to submit an annual 
report and pay the gross receipts tax. The hearing was held as scheduled on February 3, 2000, in 
the Commission's Conference Room, State Capitol Building. Pierre. South Dakota. The reason for 
the hearing was o give Pride an opportunity to show cause why the C',0mmission should not revoke 
its Certificate of Authority, or other specified actions, for failure to pay the gross receipts tax as 
required by SOCL 49-1A-3. Commissioners Burg, Nelson, and Schoenfelder were present. Also 
pre were Camron Hosed(, Commission Staff Attorney, and Su~ Cichos, Business Manager for 
the C'.>mmission. No representative of Pride appeared at the hearing. After hearing the testimony, 
the Commission voted unanimously to revoke P~'s Certificate of Authority for failure to pay the 
gross receipts tax. 

The Commission, having heard the testimony presented at the hearing, makes the following 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Pride is a telecommunications company holding a Certificate of Authority, issued by this 
Commission, to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota. 

2. Sue Cichos, Business Manager for the Commission, testified that Pride never paid the gross 
receipts tax due June 1, 1999, as required by SOCL 49-1A-3. 

3. A copy of the Order for and Notice of Show Cause Hearing was sent by certified mail to Pride. 

4. No representative of Pride appeared at the hearing to show cause why the Comm ssion should 
not revoke its Certificate of Authority. 

CONCLUSIONS OF W 

1. The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-1A, 49-31 , 
specifically 49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, and 49-31-3. 

2. Pursuant to SOCL 49-1A-3, the Commission assesses a tax of .0015 or $250, whichever is 
greafer, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a telecommunications company from the 
company's customers within the state of South Dakota. Pursuant to SOCL 49-1A-5, the tax is due 
on June first of each year. 

3. Pride has failed to pay the gross receipts tax. 



4. The Commission has the authority, under SOCL 49-31-3, to suspend or nwoke a Certifwcate of 
Authority granted to a company for a willful violation of the laws of this state. Based on the failure 
of Pride to pay the gross receipts tax in violation of DCL 49-1A-5, the Commission nwokes Pride's 
Certificate of Authority. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fad and Condusions of Law, it is thetefore 

ORDERED, that the Certificate of Authority granted to Pride by this Conwnission is hereby 
l"eYOked and shal be returned to the Commission within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order. 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entef9d on the~ day of February, 
2000. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after he date of receipt or 
failure to accept defMHy of the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, thls /J~ day of February, 2000 

CetlACATE Of 1E1MCE 
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