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2 1099-052

COMPETITIVE COMMUNICATIONS | GROUP

-4
April 9, 1999
RECEIVED
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission APR 31 1839
500 East Capitol Avenue A
S SOUTH DAKOV/ .’L.'3L|C
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 UTILITIES COM:‘:‘HSSION
Re:  Application for Authority to Provide Interexchange Telecommuncations Services
for Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
Enclosed for filing on behalf of Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa, are an
original and ten (10) copies of the above referenced application along with the requisite
filing fee of $250.00.
Please date stamp the extra copy of this letter and retum it in the envelope provided.
Should you have any questions conceming this filing, please contact MiShaunti Jarrett at
301-699-5300.
Respectfully submitted,
BN s 5
MiShaunti Jarrett
Regulatory Specialist
» 4

CALVERY METRO BUILDING - 6811 KEXHLWORTH AVERVE - SUITE IR - RIVEADALE, MARVLAND 20737
30 499-5300 - PrROUE / 301-809-808C - Fazx




Correspondence or communications pertaining to this application should be
directed to:

Doug Dawson

MiShaunti Jarrett

6811 Kenilworth Ave., Suite 302
Riverdale, MD 20737

(301) 699-5300 Phone

(301) 699-5080 Fax

Question concerning the ongoing operations of aXessa following certification
should be directed to:

Tom Nolan

11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

Phone: 504-927-6815
Fax: 504-927-6818

The following toll free number is available for customer service inguiries:
1-800-877-9666

aXessa's registered agent in South Dakota is:

CT Corporation System

319 S. Coteau Street
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

aXessa is legally authorized to do business in the State of South Dakota,
evidenced by its Certificate of Authority from the Secretary of State
hereto as Exhibit 2. As detailed in this application, aXessa seeks authority
provide resold imterexchange telecommunications services in the state of
Dakota. Service will be provided throughout the state, as authorized by
Commisss

ﬁgs&

aXessa is financially qualified to render its proposed telecommunications services
in South Dakota. At this time, aXessa provides pro-forma financial statements,
as Exhibit 3.

aXessa insends to offfer interexchange services, including both inbound and
outbound intral_ata toll services. This will be accomplished through resale only.




8. aXessa has no current operations in the state of South Dakota. aXessa is in the
process obtaining intrastate interexchange authority, where required, throughout
the contiguous United States. aXessa has not been denied certification in any
state.

9. aXessa does not plan to own, control, operate or manage any conduits, poles,
wires, cables, instruments and appliances in South Dakota in connection with or
to facilitate communication by telephone. Long distance traffic will be routed
entirely over the networks of its underlying carriers. Consegquently, the quality of
service that aXessa's customers receive will be at least equivalent to that provided
by aXessa's underlying carriers.

10. Applicant is technicaily and managerially qualified to render the proposed
telecommunications services. A brief description of the experience of aXessa's
staff is attached as Exhibit 4.

11. Applicant’s proposed initial tariff for the Commission's review containing
applicable terms and conditions of service is attached hereto as Exhibit 5.

12. aXessa's billing system will be capable of identifying and billing intrastate versus
interstate traffic, in accordance with Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing

("MECAB") Guidelines as developed by the billing committee of the Ordering and
Billing Forum ("OBF").

Il.  Public Interest Considerations

The introduction of competition into an industry previously monopolized results in a

reduction of the prices consumers pay for goods and services. When competition is

introduced into markets that are served by a single provider, the consumer benefits by

way of efficient pricing, improved service quality and expanded product and service
bilities.

The telecommunications industry is growing and changing at an impressive pace. The
entry of aXessa into the telecommunications market will enhance competition in the
provision of telecommunications services within the State of South Dakota. aXessa will
bring significant benefits to telecommunications users in the State of South Dakota.
Accordingly, aXess: anticipates its proposed service will provide subscribers with
better quality services and will increase consumer choice of innovative, diversified, and




WHEREFORE, Columbia Telecommunications, Inc.d.b.a aXessa requests that the
South Dakota Public Service Commission grant it the requested authority to provide
resold interexchange: services throughout the State of South Dakota.

Respectfully submitied,

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc.
d.b.a. aXessa ("aXessa")

Mum,__

Coasultant to Columbia Telecommmunications, Inc.
d.b.a. aXessa







The smue of the corporation is Hart Commmnications Corporstion.

The addeces of its segimered office in the S of Delsware is Corporation Trust
c-.mm-.t—.i-uwd Couaty. of New Castic. The
oame of its pegistered agent at such sddvess Corporation Trost Company,

The satase of dhe business or purposes 1 be condaceed or peomotes s

To cagage in amy lawfhi act or activity fir which corporations may be arganizod under
e General Corpoxation Law of Delsware.

The wal emmber of éhares of mock which the corperation shell heve sutharity o isse
is ity sailllien (30,000,000) and & par value of cach of mach shares is $.01,
amousting in e eggeagete © THREE BUNDRED THOUSAND AND NOYI00

(3300 00C80) DOLYLARS

The asme and maifing sddecss of each incorpomr is as follows:

NAME . MALDG ADDRESS

Robert Andvow Mt IV 4§15 Noh Boulevard
P.O. Box 6606
Betcn Rouge, LA 70896
(304) 9276815 — wiephous
(904) 9276818 ~ Bxx

8555 Uieod Flase Bivd.
Sein- 30

Baon Rouge, LA 70009
mm-uq-
(504) 9298571 -

8555 United Mams Bivd
Selks 303

Baton Rougs, LA 70809
(564) $29-8570 — wciaphone
(¢) 9298571 - fix




The corporsiion is 10 heve perpetnal existence.

7. In futherance and not in limitstion of dhe powers conferred by statnte, the bosrd of
dizecars s expressly suthorized:
qol.-‘ﬂlul"’k.'iﬂ.

To suthorize sad canse 0 by executed morngages and liens upon the real and personal
peoperty of the corpontion.
To sct apart out of amy of the fnds of the carporstion available for dividends a
restrve o reserves for asy peoper prpase snd 1o abolish any sach reserve in the
munner o which it was cremed.
By a mejoxity of the whoie bossd, © designste coe or move commuioss, each
comsnities 10 consist of one or mare of the discars of dhe corparstion, The bosod
muy designeic one or more dicecions as sltnate mambers of sxy commmitiee. , who
muy mpisce amy sheent or i!lllﬂ'&'lﬂ-
rv‘l‘t' e shesnce or disqguelification of & wember of 2
'ill[‘lllll
disqmalified frxa vosing, whether or not he or ey comerilus & quorsm, may
ueamimously appoint asofher mesber of the boend of direcmes © act &t G meeting in
the place of zxy such shesnt or disqualified mewber. Axy mch commities, © the
exxat peovided in the toscivion of the bosnd of disectorns, or in the by-lswa of the
corporation, shall have and mey caccies all the powers sad satharity of the bosad of
"disectors in the menagement of e business snd affaiss of the corposation, soxd sy
suthorize the scal of the corparation ©© be 2fixed © all papers which may roguire it;
bat 80 such comosittes shall have e power or suthorily in refercacs © amending the
Catificste of Incorporation, adopting aa agreenaent of merger or comsolidation,

N .i!ll’i the siockholders 2
llll the corporation or a revocation of & dissolution, or Iltll..
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To the flallest exacnt permitied by the Delsware Genersl Corperation Law 28 the same
cxists or 2s may heseafier be amended, the corpasation is sstharized © provide

indermificasion of sy persom who is or was s officer, amployes, trastce or ageat of
:ﬂ*.m for monetary damages for breach of their duty 1 Ghe corporstion or i

Neither sy amcadment aor sopeal of this Asticle 11, nor the adoption of sy

of this Centificse of Incorpamation incounsistont with this Articls 11, shall
climinate or toduce the effect of this Article 11 in respect of amy maller occumting, or
say cause of sction, suit or clsim that, but for this Anticle 11, would sccrue or srige

peior © such smendment, el ar adoption of se incongistent provision,
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, being cach of the incosporators hersisbefire named, for

the purpose of forming a corposstion pusssant (0 the General Corporation Law of the State of
D_.b*ﬁm heraby dechring aad cenifying that fhis is owr act sed

hﬂ-nd“h sz our bands this

Aﬁhl\?

Thomas A. Nolm
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State of Delaware g

Office of the Secretary of State

I, EDWARD J. FREEL, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF
DELANARE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT
COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF A.lﬂt“ INT OF “HART COMNUNICATIONS
mnw.mnmmtnnm‘ammmanm
CORPORATION® TO 'w;mu Wamws, INC.*, FILED IN
THIS OFFICE ON THE NINTH DAY OF JUNE, A.D.-1997, AT 3 O'CILOCK

P.N.

@ Ll

2650833 8100 9113411
DATE

AL _ M. _a6
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o provide os fallows,

'M'an.
ml-ﬂ.--h

'lb-db“. n&“‘l‘m Ic”.
Astick 4.
Anicis 4 ik smonded o sie & fllows: : S
' “The total smaber of sheres of shock wisch the corporation shll keve sathoriy 1 issuc is thirteen
millica (13.000,000) snd the jur vehas of sach of sach shares is $.01 ancanting = ks aggropein
-mmmmmmwm

ﬁ“dn&&ﬁm*.hwdh—‘d’
But Consmumicstions Comporsion was adepiod ot » special mesting of the Bomd of Direcaors of Hart
Commmmicstions Corposwion, duly called snd ncticed, held ca fic 15 day of May, 1997 x which tiame
all Grectees voted i fivor of the smcadmens.

h_hhh--ﬁdquqdiﬁ

mﬂm‘dmuﬁih*ﬁhhwh
We cetify Gat ﬁm-mde-n‘_dhﬂw-lﬁh-
all ofter respects, the Centificats of Incovposstion ‘shall remein dc smne. S

H o o

ii

- IRabet Andeow Bat IV







anammwmmmm We will

submit this certificate as s00n as it is received.
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Tota! Company Ao
Years Ending 930

Oascsiing Kazerses 1 1699
Verlt fpores et
Teols & Byquipment 0 9,086
Buiding Mainions e 4825 326,004
Computer - PO 0 23,000
Swiching b qupment & spense 130,34 358,040
Freor Tormunal € quepiant Hspense 08,570 337,028
Metwarh . Loop / (nsiaters 0 171,839
Trumh Bxponcs 0 102,818
Loased Katwork 0 63,338
irdatvaniwotion 0 0
Troutie Roporvng / Drapatoh 0 15,000
£ nginaenny 826,000 39,083
Pigrd Supeivinion 0 58,584
Advaibaing & harseung 8,123 257474
Beiss tipensa 100,817 12,100
Custemes Barvice 2.1 91,280
Futing 0 227,383
Eagaadivs 480,17 487,650
e ol Acicanding FLAR 300,000
Eatprnel Relgiang 0 38,000
Humen Regourope 0 37,600
Lage! bapeus 817,732 50,004
Conovlless = 1032200 200,000
Other Can & Adrvn 83,483 81,908
Liepreciatin 7.007 682,273
Bloistont Deprociation 0 0
Property Tes 0 69,571
Franctvee Few 0 13,834
Brehont Epenes 0 0
Totsl Operstng Erpenaes 003837 5020190
Kat Qgeroting innome (3.993,537) (1,844,821)
inareel Expense 0 352,448
Net Ingome Baiore Taxes (3.993,537) (2,197,268)
ncome Taxes 0 0
ot s ome —ERE o)
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THOMAS A. NOLAN
11823 Market Place Avenue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816
: (225) 297-2500
SSN: 437-48-4888

YEAR OF EXPERIENCE 36 Years
EDUCATION Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana
University of Southwest Louisiana, Lafayette, Lovisiana

Louisiana State University, mmm
Bachelor of Science Degree, 1964

PROFILE:

Mz. Nolan has been a prominent figure in Louisiana business and govexnment circles for
many years and has had a diversity of intarest. His varied experience and extensive personal
contacts throughout the state have been influential in developing his public relations
philosoply: “We are what we are perceived to be.” Mr. Nolan concentrates on building
positive images for his businesses and maintains those images.

He organized and was majority stockholder of First City Savings and Loan Association in
Baton Rouge, the first stock-chartered savings and loan association in Louisiana. He sexrved as
Chairman ol the Board until he and all of the stockholders sold and made a handsome profit.
He was also previously & majority owner and Board of Directors member of the Bank of
Commerce of St. Francisville. He has been z real estate developer, putting together
shopping centers, subdivisions, apartment complexes, recreational facilities and more. He
personally developed the Wimbledon Racquet Club and Subdivision in Baton Rouge, &
family-criented tennis facility and was owner and operator of a five-restaurant chain in
Louisiana. Mz, Nolan and C. James Rogers incorporated TA] Management, Inc. in January,

‘ compliance
Mhmmmuammm

For years, Mr. Nolan has specialized in public relations, lobbying, regulatory compliance,
and business compliance especially in governmental areas. He directed all of Sales and
Marksting efforts for his clients and his own businesses.

In addition he has produced two stage plays in New York: One On-Broadway - The November
People and one Off-Broadway - To Buxy a Cousin. He was an criginator of The Entesprises. &
80,000 circulation newspaper in the Baion Rouge market. He has also been a frequent

in fund raising for such groups at the LSU Alumni Foundation and has been active

participant
with law and drug enforcement agencies.
Mz. Nolan sexves as President of Columbia Telecommunications, inc. d/b/a aXessa; a start up

professional
major clients of aXessa. Mr. Nolan plans to serve in the pogition of President to effectuate an




efficient and prudent day to day operation of the Company until such time that the Company
mmmbwdupmmnmmmmcao He has assembled an

Our Lady of Mercy Roman Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA
Louisiana State University Alumni Foundation
Instrument Society of America

City Club of New Orleans

Associates for Collegiate Excellence, Treasurer
Country Club of Louisiana

Chamber of Commerce, New Orleans, LA

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENTS:

Briar Place Subdivision
Monticello Subdivision
Aspen Apartments

Plaza Americana Office Park
Tara in St. Tammany
Wimbledon Office Park
Laizyette Office Park
Forest Glen Subdivision
University Apartments

Oak Ridge Plaza

Bayou Fountain Subdivision



2;

C. JAMES ROGERS, CPA
18527 S. Mission Hills
Baton Rouge, LA 70810

SSN: 435-68-3708

Louisiana - Certified Public Accountant, 1973
25 Years

Mr. Rogers specializes in public relations, regulatory
compliance, and business consulting in & wide variety
of fields, with a concentration in govenmmental areas,
health care and telecommmmications. Prior to his
current position e President of TAJ Management, Inc.,
be spent 20 years in public accounting as a partner in
one of the largest CPA firms in Louisiana. This position
provided him with a well-rounded knowdedge in many
business areas as well as a vast network of contacts.

and agency coordination.

B. S., Louisiana State University, 1970
Member, Governor's Committee of 100 for Economic

Development
Chairman, Governor's Charity Gala,1992

Membez, Governor's Transition Team, 1992

Past Chairman, Woman's Hospital Classic

CPA Society :

Past Cheirman, Louisiana CPA Society Annual
Meeting Committee

Past Board Member, Baton Rouge Area Foundation,

Volunteers of America, Cancer Society of

Greater Baton Rouge, Metropolitan Kiwanis,
Leadership Member, Boy Scouts of Amezica
Alumni Special Commendation Award, Louisiana
State University

-

March 9, 1999 (1235530




Executive Vice President - Finance
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc.

Mr. Rogers serves as Chief Financial Officer and
Treasurer of this Company. He has been very active in
the development of this company for the last three years.
He has also been active in the pursuit of Local Exchange
licenses in several states (four of which have granted
licenses.)

President, TAJ Management, Inc.
January, 1992 - Present

C. James Rogers and Thomas A. Nolan incorporated

TAJ Management, Inc. in January, 1992 to take advantage
of their combined fifty years business experience in
Louisiana and elsewhere. Jim brings to the company his
twenty plus years of public accounting and business
consulting experience. Much of his tenure in his previous
position involved consulting in the regulatory compliance
and govemnmental relations arena. TAJ Management
specializes in these areas and some of their clients include:

Hilton Hotels

Ramsay Health Care

Medco Behavioral Care

Greiner, Inc.

Cresent River Port Pilots Assn.

Paine Webber, Inc.

21st Century Telesis
Associated Design Group, Inc.

TAJ Management has served as a sub-contractor to
Greiner, Inc. for the past four years, on a project to
build a regional airport in Louisiana.

o

Mawch 9, 1999 (12:35PM)




——

Key Experience Partner, Postlethwaite and Netterville, CPA's
1973-1992

Mr. Rogers was a senior partner with one of the largest
CPA firms in Louisiana until he resigned in 1992 to form
TAJ Management, Inc. While with Postlethwaite and
Netterville he specialized in consulting and auditing in the
governmental, healthcare, and financial institution areas.

He also served on the Peer Review Committee of the
American Institute of CPA's and became noted as a
Team Captain on many peer reviews of CPA finns
around the country.

Agencies for whom Mr. Rogers performed auditing or con-

Louisiana House of Representatives and Senate
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Louisiana Department of Public Safety
Louisiana Department of Revenue and Taxation
Louisiana Housing Finance Authority
Louisiana Public Facilities Authority

Louisiana Teachers Retirement System

nursing homes, contractors, and manufacturers.

Mawch 9, 1999 (123800
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S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. |

Original Title Page

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

TARIFF FOR RESOLD INTRASTATE MESSAGE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

This Tariff describes generally the regulations and rates applicable to the provision of Intrastate Mersage
Telecommunications and Operator Services. Service is provided by Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a 2aXessa
with principal offices at 11823 Market Place Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70896. This Tariff is on file with the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission and copies may be inspected during normal business hours at the Compeny’s
principal place of business.

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.ba. aXessa

Original Page |

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

The title page aad pages | through 33 inclusive of this Tariff are effective as of the dates shown. Original and revised
pages, as named below, comprise all changes from the original Tariff in effect on the date indicated.

Page Revision Page Revision Page Revision

1 Original 2 Original

2 Origmal 27 Original

3 Original 28 Original

4 - 2 A

5 g""‘. nal 30 g"‘"’. nal

6 Oniginal 31 Original

7 Origmal 32 Original

8 Original 33 Original

9 Oviginal

10 Orniginal

11 Original

12 Original

13 Original

14 Original

15 Onginal

i6 Original

17 Original

13 Original

19 Originai

2 Oviginal

21 Original

» 2

n o'.'-'.

2 0"—'.

25 g'w. nal

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1

Original Page 2
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Check Sheet 1
Concurring Casriers 6
C- mecting Carriers 6
Other Participating Carriers 6
Registered SCrvicemarks ........ ... 6
Registered Trade Marks 3
Explanation of Symbols ¢
SECTION 1: GENERAL
1.1 Application of Tariff 7
12 Definitions 7
SECTION 2: RULES AND REGULATIONS
2.1  Undertaking of the Company. 1

21A Scog * 1

218 Limitations 11
22  Obligations of the Customer 12
23 Liabilities of the Company 15
24  Service Orders i6
Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896



Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.UC. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a aXessa

Original Page 3
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
TABLE OF CONTENTS (Cont'd)

Page No.
25  Charges and Payments for Service or Facilities 17
25A Deposits 17
258 Description of Payment and Billing Periods 18
25C Taxes, Gross Revenue, Gross Income
and Gross Eamings Surcharges 18
25D Payment and Late Payment Charge... 19
25E Returned Check Charge. 19
25F Suspension or Termination for Nonpayment 19
25G Credit Allowance/Service Interruptions 20
25H Service Interruption Measrement 21
26  Termination or Denial of Service by the Company 2
27  Special Services 23
27A General 23
278 When 4 pplicable px)
27C Canceliation......... 24
28  Specizl Pricing Arrangements. 24
29  Special Construction 24
Issued: E fective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1

Original Page 4
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
TABLE OF CONTENTS (Cont'd)
Page No.

A0 oo T Rl AR e e et sieriesmiiansiotsesiosintsbbmbetess 25
T T R S L S R SR WSRO S i 25
212  Customer Complaints and Billing DiSpUtes.............ccccueiiiiiniiiniinmniniiiiissnsninssnene mones 25
SECTION 3: DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE
3.1  Service Points 26
32  Measurements 26

32A Time of Day Rate Period 26

328 Availability of Service 26

32C Holiday Rates 26
33  Timingof Calls 27
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(C)-  Tosignify changed reguiation
(D)- To signify discontinued rate of regulation

()-  Tosigify increase

(M)- To signify matter relocated without change

(N)- To signify new rate or regulation

(R)- To signify reduction

(S)- To signify reissued matter

(T)- To signify a change in text but no change in rate or regulation
(Z)- Tosignify a comrection
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L  GENERAL
1.1 Applicatios of Taciff
LLA This Tariff contains the regulations and rates applicable to the provision of Intrastate
Message Telecommunications and Operator Services, hereinafler referred to as
*Service”, by Columbia Telecommunications, inc. d.b.a. aXessa, hereafter refcrred
to as the "Company”, from its points of presence in the State of South Dakota to
) ke sokats. a5 saacilied harcle. Seivics b Buaiabsd marssie i CiSinint
of facilities 2nd subject to transmission, atmospheric an¢ like conditions.
1.1B The provision of such Service by the Company as set forth in this Tariff does not
constitute a joint undertaking with the Customer for the furnishing of any Service.
12 Definitions

Certain terms used throughout this Tariff are defined as follows:

12A  Access Code

A sequence of numbers that, when dialed, connect the caller to the provider of

12B  Aggregsior
Any person that, in the ordinary course of its operations, makes telephones available
%o the public or to transient users of its premises, for Intrastate telephone calls using
a provider of operator services.

12.C Application for Service

A standard order form including all pertinent billing, technical, and other descriptive
information enabling the Company to provision the Service requested.
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L GENERAL

12 Definitions (Cont'd)
12D Authorization Code
A numerical code, one or more of which imay be assigned to a Customer to enable

the Company to identify the origin of the user or individual users or groups of users
on one account so that the Coinpany may rate and bill the call.

12E  Common Carier
A company or entity providing telecommunications services to the public.

12F  Company
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa unless the indicated otherwise.

12G  Consumer
A person initiating any Intrastate telephone call.

12H Customer
Any individesd i . trust, : . :
governmental agency or other entity utilizing the Services provided by the Company
on a subscription basis. A Customer, as set forth herein, is responsible for the
peyment of charges and for compliance with all applicable terms of the Compeny’s
Tariff.

121  Cusiomer Provided Equipment
Terminal Equipment or facilitics provided by persons other than the Company and
coanected to the Company’s Services and/or facilities.

123 DPU or Commission

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
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i GENERAL
12 Definitions (Cont'd)
12K Dialed Access

An ammangement whereby a Customer uses the public switched network facilities of a
local exchange telephone company to access the terminal of the Compeny.

The term "Domestic Message Telecommunications Service™ denotes the furnishing
of station-to-station direct dial Intrstate switched network services to the Customer
for the completion of long dists .c voice and dial up low speed data transmissions
over voice grade channel from the Company’s Points of Presence to comestic points
as specified herein.
12M Equal Access

Has the meaning given that term in Appendix B of the Modification of Final
Judgment entered August 24, 1982, in United States v. Western Electric, Civil

Action No. 82-0192 (United States District Court, District of Columbia), as amended
by the Court in its orders issued prior to October 17, 1990.

12N Equal Access Code

An access code that allows the public to obtain an Equal Access connection to the

120 Local Exchange Camier (LEC)
A Telepkone Company which fumnishes local exchange services.
12P Measured Usage Charge or Measured Charge

A charge assessed on a per-minute basis in calculating all or a portion of the charges
dac for a completed call over the Company’s facilities.
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The term "Other Common Camrier” denotes a common carmrier, other than the
Company, providing domestic or intemnational communications service to the public.

i2R Premiscs

The space designated by a Customer as its place or places of business for provision
of Service or for its own communications needs.

125  Service
The offerings provided by the Company to the Customer under this Tariff.
12T Sebscriber

An Aggregator that selects the Company as the presubscribed provider of operstor
sexvices for cae or more locations within that Aggregator’s control.

12U Sebscriber Surcharge
A surchargr: imposed by the Subscriber, to be paid by the consumer, for the use of
Subscriber’s telephone instruments, and other facilities in obtaining access 10 the
Company’s services.

12V Tekcommunications

The transmission of voice commumications or, subject t0 the transmission
capabilitics of the scrvice, the transmission of data, ficsimile, signaling, metering, or

any other form of intelligence.
Issued:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
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2. RULESAND REGULATIONS
21  Undertaking of the Company
2.1.A Scope

The Company is a carrier providing Intrastate domestic communications services to
Customers for their direct transmission of voice, data and other types of
telecommunications within the United States as described in this Tariff.

2.1.B Limitations

1. The Service provided pursuant to this Tariff is offered subject to the
availability of facilities and the other provisicas of this Tariff.

2. The Company does not undertake 1o transmit communications or messages,
by the Customer.

3; The Company retains the right to deny Service to any Customer failing to
comply with the rules and regulations of this Tariff, or other applicable

rules, regekiicas or laws.
Issued: Effective:
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
22 Obligations of the C

22A

:

2

All Customers assume general reponsibilities in connection with the provision and
use of the Company’s Service. General responsibilities are described in this section.
When facilities, equipment, and/or communication systems provided by others are
connected to the Company’s facilities, the Customer assumes the additional
responsibilitics as set forth in Section 2.2, herein.

The Customer is responsible for the payment of all charges for any and all Services
or facilities provided by the Company to the Customer.

Subject to availability, he Customer may use specific codes to identify the users
groups on its account and to allocate the cost of its service accordingly. The
numerical composition of such codes shall be set forth by the Company to assure
compatibility with the Company’s accounting and automation systems and to avoid
duplication of such specific codes.

The Company reserves the right to discontinue the use of any code provided to the
Customer and 0 substitute another code for such Customer’s use.

The Customer shall indemnify and save harmless the Company from and again. ! all
loss, liability, damage and expense, including reasonable counse! fees, due to claims
for libel, slander, or infringement of copyright or trademark in connection with any
material transmitted by t'¢ Customer using the Company’s Services; and any other
claim resulting from am' act or omission of the Customer to the use of the
Company’s facilities.

Nothing contained hercin, or in any other provision of this Tariff, or in any
M“MWECWMWWWamm
ownership inferest or proprictary right in any particular code issued by Company;
provided, however, that a Customer that continues to subscribe to Company's
Services will be provided a replacement code in the event such Customer’s initial
code is canceled.

Allynn Madere/CAO
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22G The Customer shall reimburse the Company for damages to the Company’s facilities
i It

or

22) The Customer understands that the Services are furnished subiect to the condition
that there will be no abuse, frandulent and/or illegal use thereof. Such activity
includes, but is not limited to:
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
22  Obligations of the Customer (Cont'd)
2254 Using the Services in a manner that intesferes unreasonably with the use of
Service by one or more other Customers.
2215 Using the Service to convey information deemed to be obscene, salacious,

or pruricat, t0 impersonate another person with fraudulent or malicious
intent, to call another person or persons so frequently, at such times, or in
such a manner as to annoy, abuse, or harass, or to convey information of a
nature or in a manner that renders such conveyance unlawful.

22K The Customer, not the Company, shall be responsible for compliance with FCC
Rules, 47 C.F.R. Part 68, and for all maintenance of such equipment and/or facilities.
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2.  RULES AND REGULATIONS
Lisbilities of the C

23

23.A

23B

23D

Except as stated in this Section ? 3, the Company shall have no liability for damages
of any kind arising out of or reiated to events, acts, rights or privileges contemplated
in this Tariff.

The liability of the Company for damages resulting in whole or in part from or
arising in connection with the furnishing of Service under this Tariff, including, but
not limited to, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors or other defects or
misrepresentations shall not exceed an amount equal to the charges under this Tariff
applicable to the specific call (or portion thereof) that was affected. No other
linbility shall attach to the Company.

The Company shall not be liable for any failure of performance hereunder due to
causes beyond its control, including, but not limited to: (1) acts of God, fires, flood
or other catastrophes; (2) any law, order, regulation, directive, action or request of
the United States Government, or any other government, including state and local
governments having jurisdiction over the Company, or of any department, agency,
commission, bureay, corporation or other instrumentality of any one or more of said
govenments, or of any civil or military authority; or (3) national emergencies,
insurrections, riots, wars or other labor difficulties.

The Company shall not be liable for any act or omission of any other entity
fumnishing facilities, equipment, or services used by a Customer, with the Company’s
Services. In addition, the Company shall not be hable for any damages or losses due
to the failure or negligence of any Customer or due to the failure of Customer
Provided Equipment, facilities or services.

Effective:
Allynn Madere/CAO
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2.  RULES AND REGULATIONS

24  Service Orders
The Customer must place an Application for Service with the Company to initiate, cancel or change
the Services provided pursuant to this Tariff. All Applications for Services must be in writing and
provide, at a minimum, the following information:

24A Customer’s name(s), telephone number(s) and address(es). In the case of a
corporation or partnership, a designated officer or agent shall be named as the
contact person for such corporation or partnership.

248B Name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of person(s) to whom notices from
the Company to the Customer shall be addressed, if different from (A) above.

24C The amount of toll service usage the Customer was billed for the two (2) months
immediately preceding the request for Service if sucl; information is applicable and
available.
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Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896



Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 17

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
25 O P for Service or Facilit

25A Deposits
25A.1 The Company will not require deposits, advance payments, prepayments or
financial guarantees.
Issued: Effective:
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
25 O P for Service or Facilit

25A Deposits
25A.1 The Company will not require deposits, advance payments, prepayments or
financial guarantees.
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2 RULES AND REGULATIONS
25  Charses and Payments for Service or Facilities (Cont'd)
258 Descrigtion of P 4 Billing Period

2581

2582

2583

Service is provided and billed on a monthly basis. Service continues to be
provided and billed on a monthly basis until canceled by the Customer
through notice given to the Company.

When billing functions are performed by a Locai Exchange Camrier (LEC),
commercial credit card .ompany or others, the psyment conditions and
requirements of such LECs apply, including any applicable interest.

in the cvent a Local Exchange Carrier, commercial credit card company or
others ceases efforts to collect any amounts associated with the Company's
charges, the Comnpany may bill the Customer or the called party directly,
and may utilize its own billing and collection procedures. These procedures
shall be consistent with all applicable statutes, rules and regulations.

25.C.1

25C2

Sales tax is covered by state statute. Any additional applicable taxes may be
covered by state or federal statutes. Such taxes may be included on
Customer bills in accordance with any applicable rules of the state or federal
regulstory authority.

In addition to all recurring, non-recurring, minimum, usage, surcharges cr
special charges, the Customer identified in this Tariff shall also be
responsible for and shall pay all applicable federal, state and local taxes or
taxes. All such taxes shall ve separately shown and charged on bills
rendered by Company or its billing agent. Sales and use taxes shall be
applied to all charges and shall also be applied to all applicable gross
camings, gross revenue and gross income taxes.

Effective:
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25D Payment and Late Pavinent Charge

25D.1 Payment will be due as specified on the Customer bill. Commencing afler
that duc date, a late charge of up to the highest interest rate allowable by law
will be applied to all amounts past due.

25D2 Collection procedures and the requirement for a deposit are unaffected by

the application of a late payment charge. The late payment charge does not
apply to unpaid balances associated with disputed amounts. Undisputed
amounts on the same bill are subject to the late payment charge if unpaid
and carried forward to the next bill.

25D3 Service may be denied or discontinued at the Company’s discretion for

nonpayment of amounts due the Company past the due dste as specified in
25.D.1. Restoration of Service will be subject to all applicable installation

charges.
25E Retumed Check Charge
In cases where the Company issues direct bills to Customers, and payment by check

is returned for insufficient funds, or is otherwise not processed for payment, there
will be a charge as set forth herein.

25F  Smpession or Tamination for N

In the event of nonpayment of any bill rendered or any
Couwymy.lhrﬁtben(lS)dcyswrimnnoﬁcebyU.S.
written notice of termination via first class mail, five (5) days prior,
to the Customer.
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25G.1 Credit for failure of Service will be allowed only when failure is caused by
or occurs in the Company’s facilities or equipment owned, provided and
billed for by the Cor sany. A credit allowance is not applicable for any
period during which Customer cannot utilize the Service, except for such
period where the Service is interrupted by the Company for access to its
facilities for the purposes of investigating and clearing troubles and/or
maintenance.

25G2 Credit allowances for failure of Service or equipment starts when the
Customer notifies the Company of the failure and ceases when the operation
has been restored and an attempt has been made to notify the Customer by
the Company.

25G3 The Customer shall notify the Company of Service failure or equipment
failure. The Customer shall make reasonable attempts to ascertain that the
failure is not caused by Customer Provided Equipment or Customer
provided facilities, any act, or omission of the Customer, or in wiring or
equipment connected to the Customer’s terminal.

25G4 Only those portions of the Service or equipment operation disabled will te
credited.
25GS5 Any credit provided to the Customer under this Tariff shall be determined in

accordance with the provisions of Section 2.5.H.

Issued: Effective
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In the event of an interruption of Service that exceeds the minimum
requirements set forth in this paragraph, the Company shall make a credit
allowance at the Customer’s request for 2 pro rata adjustment of all Service
charges billed by the Company for those Services rendered inoperative by
the interruption. The redit allowance will be computed by dividing the
duration of the service interruption measured in twenty-four (24) hour days,
from the time the interruption is reported to the Company, by a standard
thirty (30) day month, and then multiplying the result by the Company’s
fixed monthly charges for each interrupted Service.

The credit allowance formula is as follows:

A_X B = Credit Allowance
720
A= Duration of service intermuption measured in hours.
B= Company’s fixed monthly charges for each interrupted service.

A period of time less than six (6) hours shall not be credited. In no case shall
the credit exceed the total monthly charges. No adjustments will be made
for periods of noncontinuous interruptions, and no other liability shall attach
to the Company in consideration of such interruption to Service.

25H2 Customer Interruptions

A credit allowance will not be given for interruptions caused by the
negligence or willful act of the Customer, or interruptions caused by failure
of equipment or service not provided by the Company.
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26  Temimstion or Demisl of Service by the C

26A The Company may, immediately and without notice to the Customer, and without

liability of any nature, temporarily deny, terminate, or suspend Service to any
Customer:

26.A.1 In the event such C. ..omer or its agent: (a) willfully damages Company
equipment and/or interferes with use of Company Service by other
Customers; (b) unrcasonably places capacity demands upon the Company’s
facilities or Service; (c) violates any statute or provision of law, any rule or
regulation of any state or federal regulatory agency relating to
communications; (d) otherwise fails to comply with the provisions of this
Taniff or spplicable law; or

26A2 In the event a Customer becomes insolvent, is the subject of any formal
hplpweedngcmawednneo\nmolmavohﬂuyamohmy
petition or proceeding in bankrupicy, secks protection or relief from
creditors in a formal icgal proceeding after a filing for such relief, or
executes an assignment for the benefit of creditors; or

26A3 In the event that the Company determines that any Service is being used
fraudulently or illegally, whether by a Customer or its agent.
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
27  Special Services
27A Genenl
For the purpose of this Tariff, Special Services are decmed to be any Service
requested by the Customer and provided by the Company for which there is no
prescribed rate in this Tariff. Special Services charges will be developed on an
individual case basis (ICB) and may be cstablished by contract between the
Company and the Customer. Such contract or ICB rates will be filed with the
Commission for its approval if required by applicabie rules and regulations.
278 When Applicable
Special Services rates apply in the following circumstances:

27B.1 if at the request of the Customer, the Company obtains facilities not
normally used by the Company to provide Service to its Customer;

27B2 If at the request of the Customer, the Company provides technical
assistance not normally required;

27B3 Where special signaling, conditioning, equipment, or other festures
are required to make Customer Provided Equipment compatible
with the Compeny’s Service;

27B4 When, at the specific request of the Customer, installation by the
Company or its agent and/or routine maintenance is perfcrmed
outside of the regular business hours.

27BS5 If installation and/or routine maintenance is extended beyond

normal business hours at the request of the Customer and these
circumstances are not the fault of the Company, Special Service
to, stand-by in excess of one hour, weekend, holiday or night time
cut-over, and additional installation testing in excess of the normal

testing required to provide Service.
Issued: Effective:
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
27  Special Services (Cont'd)
27C Canceliation
If a Customer orders Service requiring special facilities dedicated to the Customer’s use and
then cancels its order prior to the Service start date, before completion of any minimum
Service periods associated with such special facilities ordered by the Company or before
completion of some other period mutually agreed upon by the Customer and the Company, 2
charge will be made to the Customer for the nonrecoverable portions of expenditures or

liabilities incurred expressly on behalf na.nog_ﬁ&ngll!xg
reimbursed by installation and monthly charges. If, based on such an order, any construction
'%5&15%!3&?%?%&

or
competitive bids. Eggglﬁﬂﬁa Tariff will be provided to the
Ogvl_ll- contract. Unless otherwise specified, the regulations for such arrangements are
in addition to the applicable regulations and prices in other sections of the Tariff. Specialized rates or
charges will be made available to similarly situated Customers on a non-discriminatory basis. Such
contracts will be filed with the Commission for approval if required by applicable rule or regulation.

29  Seecial Construction

All rates and charges quoted in this Tariff provide for the fumishing of a Service when suitable
facilities are available or where the construction of the necessary facilities does not involve unusual
costs. When the revenue to be derived from the Service does not warrant the Compeny assuming the
unusual costs of providing the necessary construction, the Customer may be required to pay all or a
portion of such costs and to contract for the Service for a sufficient period to wamant the
construction, depending upon the circumstances in each case. The Compeny’s charges for such
described in Section 2.3 of this Tariff.
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2.10A The Company may, upon reasonzble notice, make such tests and inspections as may
be necessary to investigate the installation, operation or maintenance of the
Customer’s or the Company's equipment or connecting facilities. The Company
may interrupt Service at any time, without penalty or liability to itself, where
necessary to prevent improper use of Service, equipment, facilities, or connections.

2.10B Upon reasonable notice, the facilities and equipment provided by the Company shall
be made available to the Company for such tests and adjustments as may be
necessary for its maintenance in a condition satisfactory to the Company. No
interruption allowance will be granted for the time during which such tests and
adjustments are made, unless such interruption exceeds four (4) hours in length.

211  Directory Assistance
211A Directory Assistance will be provided by the Company as part of the Service
fumished by the Company. The Customer will be billed usage at the appropriate:
rate when a call is placed fron. its telephone to directory assistance.
212 Customer Complaints and Billing Disputes

212A Customer complaints and billing disputes not satisfactorily resolved may be

presented by the Customer to the PUC.
Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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3.  DESCRIFTION OF SERVICE
31 Sexvice Points

3.1A The Company provides originating service from domestic points in the United States
0 domestic poiats identified in this Taniff.

3.1B The Company provides terminating service from domestic points identified in this
Tariff 10 domestic points in the United States.

32  Measurements
32A Time-of-Day Rate Period
Time-of-Day Rate Periods are reflected in the rate found in Section 4, herein.
32B  Availability of Service
The Service is available at the rates listed in Section 4, through subscription to any
of the domesiic message telecommunication service offerings available from the

Company. Each of these offerings utilize the same rate schedules but have different
rates and billing increments for each of the rate schedules.

32C Holiday Rates

32C1 During the following officially recognized holidays, Evenings Rates will be
applicable during all hours, except for hours when a lower rate (ig.,
Night/Weekend) is applicsble.
New Year's Day** Labor Day
Independence Day** Christmas Day**
Martin Luther King Day* Columbus Day*
Presidents Day* Veterans' Day**

Applics to Federally observed day only.

’.

When this holiday falls on a Suaday, the Holiday calling rate applies to calls placed on the following
Mondsy. When this holiday falls on a Saturday, the Holiday calling rate applies to calls placed on the
preceding Friday.

issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
3.  DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE
33 Timingof Calls

33A Unless otherwise indicated in this Tariff, following the initial sixty (60) seconds,
calls are timed in six (6) second increments. Egig
calls will not knowingly be charged to the Customer. If charged in emor, the
Customer will be credited. Timing begins at the "starting event” and ends at the
“terminating cvent,” unless otherwise specified. Time between the starting event
and the terminating event is the call duration. The miaimum call duration for a
completed call is sixty (60) seconds, unless otherwise specified.

33D There shall be no charge for unanswered calls. Upon receiving reasonable and
%ggﬁ_:g-ngnﬂ!«g;nﬂgg
issuc a credit in an amount equal to the charge for the call. Calls in progress longer

than sixty (60) seconds will be presumed answered.

Domestic Message Telecomuuunications Service rates are quoted in terms of initial
and additional increments. The initial increment is the first sixty (60) seconds after
connection is made. The additional increments are each six (6) seconds or any
fraction thereof after the initial minute.

The time of day at the calling party rate center determines what Time-of-Day rate
S
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
3 DESCRIFTION OF SERVICE
34  Computation of Distance

34A Al calis are rated oo the basis of airline milesge locations of the catler and the called
party, regardiess of the call's routing.

348 Airline mileage is obtained by using the "V" and "H" coordinates assigned to cach
point. To determine the airline distance between any two cities, the airlinc mileage
is determined as follows:

34B.1 Obtain the "V™ and "H" coordinates for each city.

34B2 Obtain the difference between the "V™ coordimates of each of the cities.

3483 Square cach difference obtained in step 2, above.

34B4 Add the square of the "V* difference and the "H" difference obtained in step
3, above.

34B5 Divide the number obtained in step 4 by 10. Round to the next higher whole
number if any fraction is obtained.

34B6 Obtain the square root of the whole number obtained in step S above.
Round to the next higher whole number if any fraction is obtained. This is

35  Method of Applving Rates
35A Calls that begin in one rate period and terminate in another will be billed for the
entire call duration at the rate applicable at the commencement of the call.

35B Unless specified otherwise in this Tariff, the duration of each call for billing
purposes will be rounded off to the nearest higher minute.

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allyan Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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promotional discounts. Such discounts will be for a

gggg!__gﬂbo&%}it:_vnisﬁgﬂn
Customers on a non-discriminatory basis, under any rules prescribed by the Commission.
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39

39A Operator Assisted calls consist of Collect Calls, Third Party Calls, Calling Card
Calls, Room Charge Calls and Person to Person Calls. These calls shall be billed
based on 2 measured usage charge element dependant on duration, distance and time
of day and 2 fixed surcharge element which is dependant on the type of biiling
selected. See Section 4.2.D, herein for rates.

- RATES AND CHARGES
41  Retummed Check Charge
Customer payments by check returned for insufficient funds, or otherwise not processed for payment,
will be subject to a2 retumed check charge. Such charge will be applicable on each occasion when a
check is retumed or not processed.

Per Occurrence $ 30.00

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. |

Section 4
Original Page 31

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

4,
3
Monthly Month to 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year
Volume Moath Contract Coatract Contract
$ 0-%5 100 $0.1200 $0.1150 $0.1100 $0.1050
$ 100 -8 300 $0.1150 $0.1100 $0.1050 $0.1000
$ 300 - $ 600 $0.1100 $0.1050 $0.1000 $0.0950
| $ 600 - §1,000 $0.1050 $0.1000 $0.0950 $0.0900
- $1,000 - $2,500 $0.1000 $0.0950 $0.0500 $0.0850
| $2,500 + $0.0900 $0.0875 $0.0850 $0.0800
42B
1. Per Minute of Use Rates
Mounthly Moath to 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year
Volume Month Coatract Coatract Contract
$ 0-5 100 $0.1450 $0.1400 $0.1350 $0.1300
$ 100 - $ 300 $0.1400 $0.1350 $0.1300 $0.1250
$ 300 -5 600 $0.1350 $0.1300 $0.1250 $0.1200
$ 600 - $1,000 $0.1300 $0.1250 $0.1200 $0.1150
$1,000 - $2,500 $0.1250 $0.1200 $0.1150 $0.1100
$2,500 + $0.1200 $0.1150 $0.1100 $0.1050
Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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4  RATESAND COARGES
42  Rate Schedules (Cont'd)
42C Caliing Card Service

1. Availehility of Servi
The Company issues the aXessa Calling Card, and also allows Customers to
utilize Calling Cards of other carriers.

2. 2Xessa Calling Card
Calling Card calls completed with the aXessa Calling Card are available at

the rates specified be uw. Calling Card usage is billed in six (6) second
increments.

Rate per minute $0.20

42D Operstor Service Charges

1 Station to Station, per call
Dial Calling Card $035
Operator Assisted $030

Local Call $0.60
Toll Call $0.60
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
4  RATESAND COARGES
42  Rate Schedules (Cont'd)
42C Caliing Card Service

1. Availehility of Servi
The Company issues the aXessa Calling Card, and also allows Customers to
utilize Calling Cards of other carriers.

2. 2Xessa Calling Card
Calling Card calls completed with the aXessa Calling Card are available at

the rates specified be uw. Calling Card usage is billed in six (6) second
increments.

Rate per minute $0.20

42D Operstor Service Charges

1 Station to Station, per call
Dial Calling Card $035
Operator Assisted $030

Local Call $0.60
Toll Call $0.60
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of April 29, 1999 through May 5, 1999

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
Delaine Koibo within five business days of this filing.
Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809

CONSUMER COMPLAINT

CT99-004 !n the Matter of the Complaint filed by James Frankenstein, Redfield, South
Dakota, against U S WEST Communications, Inc. Regarding Poor Service and
Request to have Lines Updated.

The Complainant states that they have had poor service for several years. The Complainant
requests that U S WEST fix the service and upgrade their system so that they may connect to the
internet and use Caller ID. The Complainant states: "We feel we should have access to these
services like everyone else.”

Staff Analyst: Leni Healy

Staff Attomey: Camron Hoseck
Date Filed: 04/22/99
Intervention Deadline: N/A

ELECTRIC

EL99-006 In the Matter of the Application of Black Hills Corporation for an Order
Authorizing the Issuance of Stock Options under Black Hills Corporation 1999
Stock Option Pian.

On May 5, 1999, the Commission received an application from Black Hills Corporation, which
operates its electric utility under the assumed name of Black Hills Power and Light Company,
requesting the approval of Black Hills Corporation's 1999 Stock Option Plan providing for the
granting of options to acquire up to 700,000 shares of the Company’s authorized but unissued
Common Stock.

Staff Analyst: Bob Knadle
Staff Attomey: Karen Cremer
Date Filed: 05/05/99
Iintervention Deadline: 05/21/99

EL99-007 in the Matter of the Filing by Black Hills Power and Light Company for Approval of its
1998 Economic Development Plan Annual Report and 1299 Economic Development Plan.

On May 5, 1999, the Commission received a filing from Black Hills Power and Light Company of: (1)
a report of its 1998 economic development activity as required by SD Public Utilities Commission
docket EL95-003; and (2) setting forth its 1999 economic development plan in accordance with the
same docket.




Staff analyst: Michele Farris
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck
Date filed: 05/05/99
Intervention Deadline: 05/21/99

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TC99-050 In the Matter of the Establishment of Switched Access Revenue Requirement for
Vivian Telephone Company d.b.a Golden West Communications, inc.

Vivian Telephone Company filed a switched access cost study developing a revenue requirement
that is included in the revenue requirement used to determine the switched access rates for the Local
Exchange Camier Association.

TC99-051 In the Matter of the Application of NET-tel Corporation d/b/a NET-tel
Communications Corporation (FL) for a Certificate of Authority to Provide
Telecommunications Services in South Dakota.

Application by NET-tel Corporation d/b/a NET-tel Communications Corporation for a Certificate of
Authority to provide interexchange, intrastate, inbound, outbound and travel card services in South
Dakota.

Staff Analyst: Dave Jacobson
Staff Attomey. Camron Hoseck
Date Filed: 04/30/99
Intervention Deadline: 05/21/99

[FE88082" I the Matter of the Application of Columbia Telecommunications, inc. d.b.a.
aXessa for a Certificate of Authority to Provide Telecommunications Services in
South Dakota.

On April 30, 1998, the Commission received an application by Columbia Telecommunications, Inc.
d.b.a. aXessa for a Certificate of Authority to provide resoid interexchange telecommunications
services in the state of South Dakota. Proposed services include both inbound and outbound
intraL.ata toll services.

Staff Analyst: Bob Knadle
Staff Attomey: Karen Cremer
Date Filed: 04/30/99
Intervention Deadline: 05/21/99




TC99-053 in the Matter of the Filing by U S WEST Communications, inc. for Approval of
Tariff Pages for its Access Service Tariff Implementing its IntraLATA Toll Dialing
Parity Plan.

U S WEST Communications has filed for Commission approval Access Service Tariff pages
implementing U S WEST's IntralLATA Toll Dialing Parity Plan. U S WEST has filed an Equal Access
and Network Reconfiguration Recovery Charge and rates, terms and conditions for Presubscription.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attoiney: Karen Cremer
Date Filed: 05/03/99
Intervention Deadline: 05/21/99

TC99-054 In the Matter of the Filing by Fort Randall Telephone Company and Mount
Rushmore Telephone Company to Establish Switched Access Rates.

Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company filed a combined switched
access cost study sir.dlar to an interstate filing with a combined study area. The switched access
rates will be used by both companies. Mt. Rushmore was granted a waiver from filing switched
access cost studies in TC93-034.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best/Keith Senger
Staff Attomey: Karen Cremer

Date Filed: 05/03/99

Intervention Deadline: 05/21/99

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mail.
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http://www.state.sd.us/puc/




COMPETITIVE COMMUNICATIONS | GROUP

May 25, 1999
RECEIVED
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission JUN D1 1999
500 East Capitol Avenue SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 UTILITIES COMMISSION

Re:  Application for Authority to Provide Interexchange Telecommuncations Services
for Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa — Docket No. TC99-052

This letter is in response to your data request dated May 13, 1999 for the above
referenced application.

1. Applic: 1t's revised tariff is attached.

2 Applicant’s List of Officers, Board of Directors and Major Stockholders are
attached.

3. Additional financial statements are attached.

4. Customer contact for inquiries is Lennen Madere, 1-800-877-9666;
Imadere@cmq.com. aXessa plans to provide 24-hour intrastate interexchange
telecommunications services over facilities leased from other carriers.
Specifically, aXessa proposes to provide intrastate interexchange
telecommunications services, including l+duect-dnledw
telecommunications services.

5. aXessa has contracted for all billing and cu' .omer service with Profitech Billing,
26A Bames Park North, Wallingford, CT 06092. Phone: 203-284-5307

6. The applicant is currently certified to provide intrastate interexchange
telecommunications services in Montana and Louisiana. aXessa is in good
standing in thc above states.

7.  aXessa plans to market its services via direct mail and brochures some examples
are attached.

8. The applicant’s Federal Tax ID number is 72-1332196.

4

CALVERT METRO BUILDING « 6811 KENILWORTN AVENUE +» SUITE 302 « RIVERDALE, MARYLAND 20737
301-699-8300 - PHONEK / 301-899-8080 « Fax




9. There have been no complaints filed against the applicant with any state or federal
regulatory commission regarding the unauthorized switching of a customer’s
telecommunications provider and the act of charging customers for services that
have not been ondered.

Jarrett at 301-699-5300.

Sincerely, 5
Mithoaio fauil>-
Regulatory Specialist




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Original Title Page

Columbia Telecommunications,Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

TARIFF FOR RESOLD INTRASTATE MESSAGE
TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES

This Tariff describes generally the regulations and rates applicable to the provision of Intrastate Message
Telecommunicationsand Operator Services. Service is provided by Columbia Telecom munications, Inc. d.b.a aXessa
with principal offices at 11823 Market Place Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70896. This Tariff is on file with the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission and copies may be insp«.ied during normal business hours at the Company's
principal place of business.

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES

The title page and pages | through 32 inclusive of this Tariff are effective as of the dates shown. Original and revised
pages, as named below, comprise all changes from the original TarifT in effect on the date indicated.

Page Reviciva Page Revision Page Revision
1 Original 26 Original
2 Original 27 Original
3 Originai 28 Original
4 Original 29 Original
5 Orginal 30 Original
6 Uriginal 31 Original
7 Original 32 Original
8 Original

9 Original

10 Originai

1" Original

12 Original

13 Original

14 Original

15 Original

16 Original

17 Original

I8 Original

19 Original

20 Original

21 Original

2 Original

23 Original

% Original

25 Original

Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES
TABLE OF CONTENTS (Cont'd)
Page Ne.

25 Charges and Payments for Service or Facilities....... =17
25A Deposits 17
2556 Description of Payment and Billing Periods 18

25C Taxes, Gross Revenue, Gross Income
and Gross Earnings Surcharges . 18
25D Payment and Late Payment Charge S 19
25E Returned Check Charge 19
25F Sauspension or Termination for Nonpayment 19
25G Credit Allowance/Servicelnterruptions 20
25H Service Interruption Measurement 21
26  Termimationor Denial of Service by the Company 2
27  Special Services 23
27A General 23
278 When Applicable. 23
27C Cancellation 24
28  Special Pricing Arrangements. 24
29  Specisl Construction 24
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Original Page 4

INTRASTATEMESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES

TABLE OF CONTENTS (Cont'd)
Page No.

2.10  [nspection, Testing and Adjustment 25
211  Directory Assistance 25
212 CustomerComplaints and Billing Disputes..............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeseiesecnnessssnssssmsnns 25
SECTION3: DESCRIFTIONOF SERVICE
3.1  Service Points 26
32  Mcasurements 26

32A Time of Day Rate Period 26

2B Availability of Service 26

32C Holiday Rates 26
33  TimingofCalls 27
34  Computationof Distance 23
35  Method of Applying Rates 28
36  Promotional Discounts 29
37  Dialed Domestic Message

TelecommunicationsServices 29

38  Calling Card Service 29
39  Operator Services 30
Issued: Effective:
Issued by Allynn Madere/CAO

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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SECTION4: RATES AND CHARGES
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Issued: Effective:
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(C)- Tosignify changed regulation

(D)- Tosignify discontinued rate or regulation

(M- Tosignify increase

(M)- To signify matter relocated without change

(N)- Tosignify new rate or regulation

(R)- Tosignify reduction

(S)- To signify reissued matter

(T)- Tosignifya change in text but no change in rate or regulation
(Z)- Tosignify a correction

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAQ
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES
L GENERAL
1.1 Application of Tariff
L1A This Tariff contains the regulations and rates applicable to the provision of intrastate
Message Telecommunications and Operator Services, hercinafter referred to as
"Service”, by Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa, hereafier referred
to as the "Company”, fiom its points of presence in the State of South Dakota to
domestic points, as specified herein. Service is fumisiied subject to the availability
of facilities and subject to tran ..ission, atmospheric and like conditions.
1.1.B The provision of such Service by the Company as set forth in this Tariff does not
constitute a joint undertaking with the Customer for the fumishing of any Service.
12 Definitions
Certain terms used throughout this Tariff are defined as follows:
12A  Access Code
A sequence of numbers that, when dialed, connect the caller to the provider of
128 Aggregator
Any person that, in the ordinary course of its operations, makes telephones available
to the public or to transient users of its premises, for Intrastate telephone calls using
a provider of operator services.
12C  Application for Service
A standard order form including all pertinent billing, technical, and other descriptive
information enabling the Company to provision the Service requested.
Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




‘ Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
K d.b.a. aXessa

Section |
Original Page 8

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES
L. GENERAL
12 Definitions (Cont'd)

12D Authorization Code

A numerical code, one or more of which may be assigned to a Customer to enable
the Company to identify the origin of the user or individual users or groups of users
on one account so that the Comp<..y may rate 2ad bill the call.

12E  Common Camier

A company or entity providing telecommunicationsservices (o the public.
12F Company

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa unless indicated otherwise.

12G Consumer
A person initiating any Intrastate telephone call.

12H Customer
Any individusl b S t. A ;
governmental agency or other entity utilizing the Services provided by the Company
on 2 subscription basis. A Customer, as set forth herein, is respounsible for the
payment of charges and for compliance with all applicable terms of the Company’s
Tariff.

121  Customer Provided Equipment
Terminal Equipment or facilities provided by perscas other than the Company and
connected to the Company’s Services and/or facilities.

12J  SDPUC or Commission
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission.

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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L GENERAL
12  Definitions (Cont'd)
12K Dialed Access

An arangement whereby a Customer uses the public switched network facilitiesof a
local exchange telephone company to access the terminal of the Company.

The term "Domestic Message Telecommunications Service” denotes the fumishing
of station-to-stationdirect dial |..uastate switched network services to the Customer
for the completion of long distance voice and dial up low speed data transmissions
over voice grade channel from the Company’s Points of Presence to domestic points
as specified herein.

12M  Equal Access

Has the meaning given that term in Appendix B of the Modification of Final
Judgment entered August 24, 1982, in United States v. Westem Electric, Civil
Action No. 82-0192 (United States District Court, District of Columbia), as amended
by the Court in its orders issued prior to October 17, 1990.

12N Equal Access Code

An access code that allows the public to obtain an Equal Access connection to the

120 Local Exchange Carier (LEC)
A Telephone Company which fumishes local exchange services.
12P Measured Usage Charge or Measured Charge

A charge assessed on a per-minute basis in calculating all or a portion of the charges
due for a completed call over the Company’s facilities.

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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L. GENERAL

12 Definitions (Cont'd)
12Q Other Common Carrier

The term "Other Common Carrier” denotes a common carrier, other than the
Company, providing domestic or international communications service to the public.

12R  Premises

The space designated by a Customer as its place or places of business for provision
of Service or for its own communications needs.

125 Service
The offerings provided by the Company to the Customer under this Tarif¥.
12.T Subscriber

An Aggregator that selects the Company as the presubscribed provider of operator
services for one or more locations within that Aggregator’scoatrol.

12U Subscriber Surcharge
A surcharge imposed by the Subscriber, to be paid by the consumer, for the use of
Subscriber’s telephone instruments, and other facilities in obtaining access to the
Company’s services.

12V Telecommunications
The transmission of voice communications or, subject to the transmission

capabilities of the service, the transmission of data, facsimile, signaling, metering, or
any other form of intelligence.

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
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2. RULESAND REGULATIONS
2.1  Undenakingof the Company
2.1A Scope

The Company is a carrier prov ..ng Intrastate domestic communications services to
Customers for their direct transmission of voice, data and other types of
telecommunicationswithin the United States as described in this Tariff.

2.1.B  Limitations

1. The Service provided pursuant to this Tariff is offered subject to the
availability of facilities and the other provisions of this Tariff.

2 The Company does not undertake to transmit communications or messages,
by the Customer.

3. The Company retains the right to deny Service to any Customer failing to
comply with the rules and regulations of this Tariff, or other applicable

rules, regulations or laws.
Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
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INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES
2 RULESAND REGULATIONS
Obligations of the Cust

22

22A

228

22C

22D

22E

22F

All Customers assume general responsibilities in connection with the provision and
use of the Company’s Service. General responsibilitiesare described in this section.
When facilities, equipment, and/or communication systems provided by others are
connected to the Company’s facilities, the Customer assumes the additional
responsibilitiesas set forth in Section 2.2, herein.

The Customer is responsible for the payment of all charges for any and all Services
or facilities provided by the Company to the Customer.

Subject to availability, the Customer may use specific codes to identify the users
groups on its account and to allocate the cost of its service accordingly. The
numerical composition of such codes shall be set forth by the Company to assure
compatibility with the Company’s accounting and automation systems and to avoid
duplication of such specific codes.

The Company reserves the right to discontinue the use of any code provided o the
Customer and to substitute another code for such Customer’s use.

The Customer shall indemnify and save harmless the Company from and against ali
loss, liability, damage and expense, including reasonable counsel fees, due to claims
for libel, slander, or infringement of copyright or trademark in connection with any
material transmitted by the Customer using the Company’s Services; and any other
claim resulting from any act or omission of the Customer to the use of the
Company’s facilities.

Nothing contained herein, or in any other provision of this Tariff, or in any
marketing materials issued by the Company shall give any Customer or person any
ownership interest or proprietary right in any particular code issued by Company;
provided, however, that a Customer that continues to subscribe to Company's
Services will be provided a replacement code in the event such Customer’s initial
code is canceled.

Effective:
Allynn Madere/CAO
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Obligations of the Customer (Cont'

G The Customer shall reimburse the Company for damages to the Company’s facilities
caused by any negligence or willful act or acts on the part of the Customer.
The Customer shall pay and hold the Company harmless from the payment of all
charges for service ordered by the Customer from the Local Exchange Casriers
Customer and the Company.
In the cvent a suit is brought by the Company, or an attorney is retained by the
Company to collect any bill or enforce the terms of this Tariff against a Customer,
that Customer shall be responsible for payment of all reasonable attorney’s fees,
court costs, costs of investigation and any and all other related costs and expenses
incurred by the Company in coamection therewith, as determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction or the Commission.
The Customer understands that the Services are furnished subject to the condition
that there will be no abuse, fraudulent and/or illegal use thereof. Such activity
includes, but is not limited to:

ing the Service for any purpose in violation of any law.

Obtaining or attempting to obtain services through any scheme, false
representation and/or use of any frandulent means or devices whatsoever
with the intent to avoid paymesnt, in whole or in part, of charges for
Services, or assisting any other person or firm in such regard.

Atiempting to, or actually obtaining, accessing, altering, or interfering with
the communications and/or information by rearranging, tampering with or

making ary connection with any facilities of the Compeany or assisting any
other person or firm in such regard.
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2 RULESAND REGULATIONS

22  Obligaticnsof the Customer (Cont'd)

22J)4 Using the Services in a manner that interferes unreasonably with the use of
Service by one or more other Customers.

2215 Using the Service to convey information deemed to be obscene, salacious,
or prurient, to impersonate another person with fraudulent or malicious
intent, to call another person or persons so frequently, at such times, or in
such a manner as 10 annoy, abuse, or harass, or to convey information of a
nature or in a manner that renders such conveyance unlawful.

22K The Customer, not the Company, shall be responsible for compliance with FCC
Rulcs, 47 C.F.R. Part 68, and for all mainterance of such equipment and/or facilities.

Issued: Effective:
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
23 Lisbilitiesof the C

23A Except as stated in this Section 2.3, the Company shall have no liability for damages

2!«5&33223‘&8;;:&3;{%
in this Tariff.

23B The lLiability of the Company for damages resulting in whole or in part from or
arising in connection with the furnishing of Service under this Tariff, including, but
not limited to, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors or other defects or
misrepresentationsshall not exceed an amount equal to the charges under this Tariff
applicable to the specific call (or portion thereof) that was affected. No other
liability shall attach to the Company.

23C q‘ﬁi!_aﬂen_l!nnﬂ&zs&.gggg
causes beyond its control, including, but not limited to: (1) acts of God, fires, flood
or other catastrophes; (2) any law, order, %ggaig
the United States Government, or any other government, including state and local
ig.‘ga&ng«.ﬂcﬂagg
commission, bureau, corporation or other instrumentality of any one or more of said
governments, or of any civil or military authority; or (3) naticnal emergencies,
insurrections, riots, wars or other labor difficuitics.

23D The Company shall not be lable for any act or omission of any other entity
furaishing facifities, equipment, or services used by a Customer, with the Compeny’s
g gggg aﬁcn.sv#nﬂl«gﬂ_eaﬂg
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2.  RULESAND REGULATIONS
24  Service Orders

The Customer must place an Application for Service with the Company to initiate, cancel or change
the Services provided pursuant to this Tariff. All Applications for Services must be in writing and
provide, at a minimum, the following information:

24A Customer’s name(s), telephone number(s) and address(es). In the case of a
corporation or partnership, a designated officer o1 agent shall be named as the
contact person for such corporationor partnership.

24B Name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of person(s) to whom notices from
the Company to the Customer shall be addressed, if different from (A) above.

24C The amount of toll service usage the Customer was billed for the two (2) months
i iately preceding the request for Service if such information is applicable and
available.

Effective:
Allynn Madere/CAO
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2
25A.1 The Company will not require deposits, advance payments, prepaymeants or
financial guarantees.
Issued: Effective:
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25B.1 Service is provided and billed on a monthly basis. Service continues to be
provided and billed on a monthly basis until canceled by the Customer
through notice given to the Company.

25B2 When billing functions are performed by a Local Exchange Carrier (LEC),

commercial credit card company or others, the payment conditions and
requirementsof such LECs apply, including any applicable interest.

25B3 In the event a Local Exchange Carrier, commercial credit card company or
others ceases efY is to collect any amounts associated with the Company's
charges, the Company may bill the Customer or the called party directly,
and may utilize its own billing and collection procedures. These procedures
shall be consistent with all applicable statutes, rules and regulations.

25C.1 Sales tax is covered by state statute. Any additional applicable taxes may be
covered by state or federal statutes. Such taxes may be included on
Customer bills in accordance with any applicable rules of the state or federal
regulatory authority.

25C2 in addition to all recurring, non-recurring, minimum, usage, surcharges or
special charges, the Customer identified in this Tariff shall also be
responsible for and shall pay all applicable federal, state and local taxes or
taxes. All such taxes shall be separately shown and charged on bills
rendered by Company or its billing agent. Sales and use taxes shall be
applied to all charges and shall also be applied to all applicable gross

camings, gross revenue and gross income taxes.

Issued: Effective:
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25D Paymentand Late Psyment Charge

25D.1 Payment will be due 20 days after the bill mailing date. Commencing after
that due date, a late charge of up to the highest interest rate allowable by law
will be applied to all amounts past due.

25D2 Collection procedures are unaffected by the application of a late payment
charge. The late payment charge does not apply to unpaid balances
associated with disputed amounts. Undisputed amounts on the same bill are
subject to the late payment charge if unpaid and carried forward to the next
bill.

25D3 Service may be denied or discontinued at the Company’s discretion for
nonpayment of amounts due the Company past the due date as specified in
2.5.D.1. Restoration of Service will be subject to all applicable instaliation
charges.

25E Retumed Check Charge

In cases where the Company issues direct bills to Customers, and payment by check
is retumned for insufficient funds, or is otherwise not processed for payment, there
will be a charge as set forth herein.

25F

In the event of nonpayment of any bill rendered, the Company may, after fifteen (15)
days written notice by U.S. mail and another written notice of termination via first
class mail, five (5) days prior, suspend service to the Customer.

Issued: Effective:
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INTRASTATEMESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONSAND OPERATOR SERVICES

Credit for failure of Service will be allowed only when failure is caused by
or occurs in the Company’s facilities or equipment owned, provided and
billed for by the Company. A credit allowance is not applicable for any
period during which Customer cannot utilize the Service, when the Service
is interrupted by the Company for access to its facilities for the purposes of
investigatingand clearing troubles or maintenance.

Credit allowances for failure of Service or equipment starts when the
Customer notifies the Company of the failure and ceases when the operation
has been restored and an attempt has been made to notify the Customer by

the Company.

The Customer shail notify the Company of Service failure or equipment
failure. The Customer shall make reasonable attempts to ascertain that the
failure is not caused by Customer Provided Equipment or Customer
provided facilities, any act, or omission of the Customer, or in wiring or
equipment connected to the Customer’s terminal.

Only those portions of the Service or equipment operatica disabled will be
credited.

Any credit provided to the Customer under this Tariff shall be determined in
accordance with the provisions of Section 2.5.H.

Section2
Original Page 21
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In the event of an interruption of Service that exceeds the minimum
requirements set forth in this paragraph, the Company shall make a credit
allowance for a pro rata adjustment of all Service charges billed by the
Company for those Services rendered inoperative by the interruption. The
credit allowance will be computed by dividing the duration of the service
interruption measured in twenty-four (24) hour days, from the time the
interruption is reported to the Company, by a standard thirty (30) day
month, and then multiplying the result by the Company’s fixed monthly
charges for each interrupted Service.

The credit allowance formula is as follows:

A X B = Credit Allowance
720
A= Duration of service interruption measured in hours.
B= Company’s fixed monthly charges for each interrupted service.

A period of time less than six (6) hours shall not be credited. In no case shall
the credit exceed the total monthly charges. No adjustments will be made
for periods of noncontinuous interruptions, and no other liability shall attach
to the Company in co .siderationof such interruptionto Service.

25H2 Customer Interruptions

A credit allowance will not be given for interruptions caused by the
negligence or willful act of the Customer, or interruptions caused by failure
of equipment or service not provided by the Company.

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
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26A The Company may, immediately and without notice to the Customer, temporarily
deny, terminate, or suspend Service to any Customer:

26.A.1 In the event such Customer or its agent: (a) willfully damages Compeny
equipment and/or interferes with use of Company Service by other
Customers; (b) unreasonably places capacity demands upon the Company’s
facilities or Service; (c) violates any statute or provision of law, any rule or
regulation of any state or federal regulatory agency relating to
communications; (¢) otherwise fails to comply with the provisions of this
Tariff or applicable law; or

26A2 In the event a Customer becomes insolvent, is the subject of any formal
legal proceeding commenced in a court involving a voluntary or involuntary
petition or proceeding in bankrupicy, secks protection or relief from
creditors in a formal legal proceeding after a filing for such relief, or
executes an assignment for the benefit of creditors; or

26.A3 In the event that the Company determines that any Service is being used
fraudulently or illegally, whether by a Customer or its agent.
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2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
2.7  Special Services

27A Genenl
For the purpose of this Tariff, Special Services are deemed to be any Service
requested by the Customer and provided by the Company for which there is no
prescribed rate in this Tariff. Special Services charges will be developed on an
individual case basis (ICB) and may be established by contract between the
Company and the Customer. Such contract or ICB rates will be filed with the
Commission for its approval if required by applicable rules and regulations.

278 When Applicable
Special Services rates apply in the following circumstances:

2718B.1 If at the request of the Customer, the Company obtains facilitics not
normaliy used by the Company to provide Service to its Customer;

27B2 If 2t the request of the Customer, the Company provides technical
assistance not normally required;

2.7B3 Where special signaling, conditioning, equipment, or other festures
are required to make Customer Provided Equipment compatible
with the Com any’s Service;

2.7B4 When, at the specific request of the Customer, installation by the
Company or its agent and/or routine maintcnance is performed
outside of the regular business hours.

27BS5 If installation and/or routine maintenance are extended beyond

normal business hours at the request of the Customer and these
circumstances are not the fault of the Company, Special Service
to, stand-by in excess of one hour, weekend, holiday or nighttime
cutover, and additional installation testing in excess of the normal

testing required to provide Service.
Section 2
Issued: Effective:
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2 RULESAND REGULATIONS
2.7  Spech Services (Contd)
2.7.C Cancellstion
If a Customer orders Service requiring special facilities dedicated to the Customer’s use and

then cancels its order prior to the Service start date, before completion of any minimum
gggﬂ.ﬁ.&!&.&gﬁn ilities ordered by the Company or before

liabilitics incurred expressly on behalf of the eabaﬂww.rnnil!s
reimbursed by installationand monthly charges. If, based on such an order, any construction
l&gﬁgggggmﬂdﬁggtgg

in addition to the applicable regulations and prices in other sections of the Tariff. Specialized rates or
charges will be made available 10 similarly situsted Customers on a non-discriminatory basis. Such

contracts will be filed with the Commission for approval if required by applicable rule or regulation.

coastruction, depeading upon the circumstances in each case.  The Company’s charges for such
described in Section 2.8 of this Tariff.
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z RULES AND REGULATIONS
2.10  Inspection, Testing and Adjustment

2.10A The Company may, upon reasonable notice, make such tests and inspections 2s may
be mecessary to investigate the installation, operation or maintenance of the
Customer’s or the Company’s equipment or connecting facilities. The Company
may interrupt Service at any time, without penaity or liability to itself, where
necessary to prevent improper use of Service, equipment, facilities, or connections.

2.10B Upon reasonable notice, the facilities and equipment provided by the Company shall
be made available to the Company for such tests and adjusiments as may be
pecessary for its maintenance in a condition satisfactory to the Company. No
interruption allowance will be granted for the time during which such tests and
adjustments are made, unless such interruption exceeds four (4) hours in length.

2.11  Directory Assistance

211A Directory Assistance will be provided by the Company as part of the Service
furnished by the Company. The Customer will be billed usage at the appropriate
rate when a call is placed from its telephone to directory assistance.

212 Customer Complaints and Billing Disputes

2.12A In the event of the dispute between a Customer and the Company regarding any bill for
utility service, the Company shall forthwith make such investigations as shall be required by
the particular case, and report the results thereof to the Customer and, in the event the
dispute is not resolved, shall inform the Customer of his or iser right to file a complaint with
the Commission. The South Dakot ublic Utilities Commission can be reached at:

500 East Capitol
Pierre, SD 57501-5070
(605) 773-3201
(890)332-1782

Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
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Notwithstanding any other provision in this tariff, the Customer shall not subject to
discontinuance for nonpayment of that portion of a bill under disputc pending the
completion of the investigationof the dispute by Company.
Issuecd: Effective:
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3.  DESCRIFTIONOF SERVICE

3.1  ServicePoints
31A The Company provides originating service from domestic points in the United States
to domestic points identified in this Tariff.
3.1B The Company provides terminating service from domestic points identified in this
Tariffto domestic points in the United States.
32  Measurements

32A Time-of-DayRate Period
Time-of-Day Rate Periods are reflected in the rate found in Section 4, herein.
32B  Availabilityof Servi
The Service is available at the rates listed in Section 4, through subscription to any
of the domestic message telecommunication service offerings available from the

Company. Each of these offciings utilizes the same rate schedules but have different
rates and billing increments for each of the rate schedules.

32C Holiday Rates
32C.1 During the following officially recognized holidays, Evenings Rates will be

: applicable during all hours, except for hours when a lower rate (ie.
Night/Weckend)is applicable.
New Year's Day** Labor Day
Independence Day** Christmas Day**
Martin Luther King Day* Columbus Day*
Presidents Day* Veterans' Day**

Applics to Federally observed day only.

When this holiday falls on s Sunday, the Holiday calling rate applics to calls placed on the following
Mooaday. When this holiday falls on a Saturday, the Holiday calling rate applies to cails placed on the
proceeding Friday.
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3.  DESCRIFTIONOF SERVICE
33  Timingof Calls

Unless otherwise indicated in this Tariff, following the initial sixty (60) seconds,
calis are timed in six (6) second increments. élg
calls will not knowingly be charged to the Customer. If charged in crvor, the
Customer will be credited. Timing begins at the gilgl'
“terminating cvent,” unless otherwise specified. Time between the starting event
and the terminating event is the call duration. The minimum call duration for »
completed call is sixty (60) seconds, unless otherwise specified.

The starting cvent occurs when the Company's terminal experiences an “Incoming
Signaling Protocol Successful,” i.¢., upon the seizure of an inbound trunk.

The terminating event occurs when the Company’s terminal receives a signal from
the Local Exchange Carrier that cither the calling party or the calied party has hung
up.

D There shall be no charge for unanswered calls. Upon receiving reasossble and
adequate notice of billing from a Customer for any such call, the Company may
issue a credit in an amount equal to the charge for the call.

Domestic Message Telecommunications Service rates is quoted in torms of imitinl
and additional increments. The initial increment is the first sixty (60) seconds sfier
connection is made. The additional increments arc each six (6) seconds or any
The time of day at the calling party rate center determines what Time-of-Day rate
period applies.
Section3
e Effect
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3. DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE

34  Computationof Distance

34A All calls are rated on the basis of airline mileage locations of the caller and the called
party, regardless of the call's routing.

34B Airline mileage is obtained by using the "V" and "H" coondinates assigned to each
point. To determine the airline distance between any two citics, the airline milcage
is determined as follows:
34B.1 Obtain the V" and "H" coordinates for each city.

34B2 Obtain the difference between the "V*" coordinates of each of the cities.
Obtain the difference between the "H" coordinates.

3483 Square each difference obtained in step 2, above.

34B4 Add the square of the "V" difference and the "H" difference obtained in step
3, above.

34B5 Divide the number obtained in step 4 by 10. Round to the next higher whole
number if any fraction is obtained.

34B6 Obtain the square root of the whole number obtained in step 5 above.
Round to the next higher whole number if any fraction is obtained. This is
the airline mileage.
35  Method of Applying Rates

35A Calls that begin in one rate period and terminate in another will be billed for the
entire call duration at the rate applicable at the commencementof the call.

35B Unless specified otherwise in this Tariff, the duration of each call for billing
purposes will be rounded off to the nearest higher minute.
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PESCRIF fON OF SERVICE
36 Promotional Discounts

37

s

The Company may from time to time offer promotional discounts. Such discounts will be for 2
specified period of time, will not exceed published rates, and will be offered 10 2ll qualifying
Customers on a non-discriminatory basis, under any rules prescribed by the Commission. The
Company will file such promotional program with the Commission.

378

3.7C

Dialed Domestic Message Telecommunications Services are measured use, full time
services and are offered on a monthly basis, utihsiag intrastate communications
available on a presubscripion(Equal Access) basis. Otherwise, the Services require
that a Customer access the Company’s network via an alternative access code
armangement such as "950-XXXX" plus the Customer’s security code, 2 toll-firee
"1-800" selephone number with the Customer’s security code, or via “1-0-1-XXXX"
code with Customer security code.

Depending upon the service option chosen by the Customer, the charges for the use
of such domestic Intrastate communications facilitics may be based upoa the tims of
day, the total minutes of use and/or the distance of cach call.

All customers shall be charged the rates identified in Sections 4 2A and 42 B.

Calling Card Servi

33A

Calling Card Service permits Customers which have ammanged for a Company-isseed
calling card 0 make calling card calls throughout the domestic United Siaies
through the use of a specific "1-800" telcphone number provided by the Company.
See Section 4.2.C, herein for rates.

Allynn Madere/CAO
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3.  DESCRIPTIONOF SERVICE
39  Operator Service

39A Operator Assisted calls consists of Collect Cails, Third Party Calls, Calling Card
Calls, Room Charge Calls and Person to Person Calls. These calls shall be billed
based on a measured usage charge clement dependant on duration, distance and time
of day and a fixed surcharge clement which is dependant on the type of billing
selected. Sec Section 4.2.D, herein for rates.

4 RATESAND CHARGES
4.1  Retumed Check Charge

Customer payments by check returned for insufficient funds, or otherwise not processed for payment,
will be subject to a retumed check charge. Such charge will be applicable on each occasion when a
check is returned or not processed.

Per Occurrence $ 30.00
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4.  RATESANNCHARGES
42  Rate Schedules (Contd)
42C Calling Card Service

. svailabilityof Servi

The Company issues the aXessa Calling Card, and also allows Customers to
utilize Calling Cards of other carriers.

2. aXessa Calling Card
Calling Card calls completed with the aXessa Calling Card are availsble at
the rates specified below. Calling Card usage is billed in six (6) second
increments.

Rate per minute $0.20

42D QOperator Service Charges

1. Station to Station, per call
Dial Calling Card $035
Operator Assisted $030

2. Directory Assistance, per call

Local Call $060
Toll Call $0.60
Issued: Effective:
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_ Through
Year Ended Penod Ended September 30,

1998 1997
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
i Net loss S QIZTBIS) S (1745119) S (3923300)
Adjusaments to reconcile act loss to met cash esed
l Dejreciation 7,697 . 7697
Isemance of comxmon stock m exchange for services 208,530 50,000 258,530
Change in operating assets and hsbilities:
Deponits (52,052) (9.202) (61,254)
l Prepaid taxrs : (2,580) . (2.580)
Accousts payobie 23,159 lm 1,023,159
Salanes paysbiz 40,401 co.m
Duie to aifilisted comspanics -
Payroll taxes payable 6,788
Nex cash used in operating activities (1% (aT':o_o" 'ﬁ
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Purchizses of oquprent wnd leaset<ld (977,618) (16,605) (954,223)
Puschase of certificstes of deposit 233,000 - (233
Net cash used ia urvesting activitics 121061 (16,603) (uﬁﬁ
CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Proceeds from the issuance of comsmon stock 3,768,966 1,700,625 5,469,591
Cm’db:*“t (594.239) (153,000) (747239)
Incroase in smounts due to stockholders
Net cash provided by finencing activities 3,174,727 ﬁ ﬁs
Increase in cash and cash equivalents 173871 1,104,530
Cash aad cash equivalents at beginning year and at inception 1,086,659 - -
m-l‘cﬁvd-nww $ 1‘1042 $ lw $ 1,104.530

Seapicaceial Cash Flow Disclonare:
During the yoar endod September 30, 1998, equipment was purchased for spproximately
ﬂ,“‘l,ﬂd'-c-l.h*-dwn 1998.

The sccompenying notes are a mtegral part of thess statements.

e

l )-.\" . \




Stock issued for services provided in connection

with the formation of the Company (@ $.01 par value) 3647000 S 36470 § (36,470)

Stock issued in exchange for professional

services (@ $2.50 per sharc) 20,000 200 49,800
T Issuance of stock subscriptions and receipt of

proceeds, net of commissions (@ $2.50 per share) - - i

Issuance of stock subscriptions (@ $2.50 per share) - - B

Net loss - - -

Balance - September 30, 1997 : 3,667,000 36,670 13330

Additional stock issued for services provided in
connection with the formation of the Company

t

8

it (@ $.01 par value) 325,000 3,250 G.2%0)
18

Issuance of stock previcusly subscribed

3 (Inciuding cortain changes in subscriptions)

' (@ $2.50 per share net of commissions) 620.249 6202 1461829
’ Issuance of stock for cash, net of comsuissions

| (552,333 shares @ $2.50 and 398,019 shares @ $6.00) 950,357 9,504 3244811
i (74,299 shares @ $2.50 and 3,797 shares @ $6.00) 78,096 781 207,749
, Net ioss . i :
| Balance - September 30, 1998 ! Sﬁm S &407 M

The accompanying notcs arc an irtegral part of these statoments.
il

l\\\




Subscrioti
Receivable Total

e “d

- 50,000

- 1,468,031

(150,000) -
1,745,11 - (1,745,119)
(1,745,119) 1,618,031 (150,000) (227,088)
' (1,618,031) 150,000 k

a - B 3,254,315

- - - 208,530

178,181 - - 178,181







ntroducing Axessa, the agile communications
“ompany offering bosinesses reliable local,
ong distance, Internet access, paging and
vireless phone service. All from one company
m a bill that is designed to be easily read

Put The Power Of
Our Network To
Work For Your
Business

wough our Integrated Access Platform, we
anect you to all of the communication
rvices and applications you need 1o conduct
siness. When you connect 10 our platform,
u acquire the power and flexibility of our
tion mmoiiet

u get the strength of a common dialing plan
ong all of your locations and premises
Jipment. You also get the power to reroute
ffic in case of overload or emergencv. And

* exivuity of our system allows you w add
w features or services, like I1SDN, to an

ce alreadv served hy a PRV,

* power of the Integrated Access Platform
vs [rom a unique feature of our Lucent

hnologies SESS-2000 switch, which allows
0 add layers of intelligence over your
T¢ communications system.

tem called Intelligent Trunking, which provides
a new third der of call completion redundancy.
If theres ever a power failure on your premises
equipment or facilities connecting you to the
central office, your calls can be routed to another
location, an answering service, or even & disaster Technologi i AP ble |
e i fr sales safl and technicians make us the right |
. choice for your business. Absent of binding
contracts, Axesss provides the absolute best in

Customer Care

Our advanced switching systems from Lucent

pessonal service at a very competitive price.
We provide you with all you need to make

provide you with new opportunities for
. growth through the absolute best in leading
edge technology.
Multi-service integration opens a whole new
world of features and applications to increase
e licincy o you s Theefaure e et
and applications ulsv ensures you're never out of
touch with your customers and suppliers. Welcome To The
R i

Superior Access,

gig No matter hGw big or small your business is,
) we can eahance your communicadons systems’

dficiency, giving your business the edge you

Axessa ensures you have: need to stav on ton

Security for all your communications Now that the Bell system no longer has »

MONCPEl) SN LumMAULICALONS Systems, your

business will celeixate Independence Day

f
Simpiicity for your complex telecommunications _

requirements.

Flexibility (o design the services and applications
that you need.



COMPETITIVE COMMUNICATIONS

June 18, 1999 RECEIVED

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission JUN 21 1929

State Capitol "uilding SOUTH DAK

500 East Capicol Avenue UTILITIES Cg&:‘ 'F;li%:c
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 N
Attn: Bob Kanal

Re:  Application for Authority to Provide Interexchange Telecommunications Services
for Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa — Docket No. TC99-052

On behalf of Columbia Telecommunications, Inc., enclosed for filing please find the
revised tariff pages as requested.

1. aXessa is targeting business customers only.
2. aXessa does not engage in multilevel marketing.
Should you have any questions conceming this filing, please contact me at 301-699-5300.

Respectfully submitted,

'mmm-uu KENILWORTH AVENUE + SUITE 302 « RIVERDALE, MARYLAND m‘

301-692-8300 « PHONE / 301-689-5080 - FaX




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1

d.b.a aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 15

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
23 Lisbilities of the C

23A

238

The Company shall not be liable for any failure of performance hereunder due to
causes beyond its contrul, including, but not limited to: (1) acts of God, fires, flood
or other catastrophes; (2) any law, order, regulation, directive, action or request of’
the United States Government, or anry other government, including state and local
governments having jurisdiction over the Company, or of any department, agency,
commission, bureau, corporation or other instrumentality of any one or more of said
governments, or of any civil or military authority; or (3) nationsl emergencies,
msurrections, riots, wars or other labor difficulties.

The Company shall not be liable for any act or omission of any other entity
furnishing facilitics, equipment, or services used by a Customer, with the Company's
Services. In addition, the Company shall not be lisble for any damages or losses due
o the failure or negligence of any Customer or due 10 the failure of Custcmer
Provided Equipment, facilities or services.

Allyan Madere/CAO

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa

11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896




Columbia Telecommaunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 19

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

25D.1 Payment will be due 20 days after the bill mailing date. Commencing after
that due date, a late charge of up to the highest interest rate allowable by law
will be applied to all amo: s past due.

25.D2 Collection procedures are unaffected by the application of a late payment
charge. The late payment charge does not apply to unpaid balances
associated with disputed amounts. Undisputed amounts on the same bill are
subject to the late payment charge if unpaid and carried forward to the next
bill.

25.D3 Service may be denied or discontinued at the Company’s discretion for

nonpayment of amounts due the Company past the due date as specified in
2.5.D.1. Restoration of Service will be subject to all applicable installation

charges.
25E Retumed Check Charge

In cases where the Company issues direct bills 1o Customers, and payment by check
is returmmed for insufficient funds, or is otherwise not processed for payment, there
will be a charge as set forth herein.

In the event of nonpayment of any bill rendered, the Company may, afier fifieen (15)
deys written notice by U.S. mail and another written notice of termination via first
class mail, five (5) days prior, suspend service to the Customer.

Issved: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

R




; Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1

dba aXessa

Section 2

Original Page 20
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

Issued: Effective:
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I T R S P el ik,

S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. |

Section 2
Original Page 21

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

25H2

In the event of an interruption of Service that exceeds the minimum
requirements set forth in this paragraph, the Company shall make a credit
allowance for 2 pro mta adjustment of all Service charges billed by the
Company for those Services rendered inoperative by the interruption. The
credit allowance will be computed by dividing the duration of the service
interruption measured in twenty-four (24) hour days, from the time the
interruption is reported to the Company, by a standard thirty (30) day
mounth, and then multiplying the result by the Company’s fixed monthly
charges for each interrupted Service.

The credit allowance fonnula is as follows:

— X B =Credit Allowance
720
A= Duration of service interruption measured in hours.
B= Company’s fixed monthly charges for each interrupted service.
A period of time less than six (6) hours shall not be credited. In no case shall
the credit exceed the total monthly charges. No adjustments will be made
for periods of noncontinuous interruptions.
Customer Interruptions
A credit allowance will not be given for interruptions caused by the
negligence or willful act of the Customer, or interruptions caused by failure
of equipment or service not provided by the Company.

Allynn Madere/CAO

Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896






I S

¥ Columabia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
dba aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 22

INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
2 RULES AND REGULATIONS
26  Tomiss Denial of Service by the G

26A The Company may, immediately and without notice o the Customer, temporasily
deny, terminate, or suspend Service to any Customer:

26A1 In the cvent such Customer or its agent: (2) willfully damages Compeny
3 equipment and/or interferes with use of Company Service by other
; Customers; (b) unreasonsbly places capacity demands upon the Company’s
facilities or Service; () violates any statute or provision of law, any rule or
teguistion of amy state or federal regulstory agency relating to
communicztions; (d) ctherwise fails to comply with the provisions of this
Tariff or spplicable law; or

G A

26A2 In the cvent a Customer becomes insolvent, is the subject of any formal
legal proceeding commenced in a court involving a voluntary or involuntary
petition or proceeding in bankruptcy, secks protection or relief from
creditors in a formal legal proceeding afier a filing for such relief, or
executes an assignment for the benefit of creditors; or

26A3 In the event that the Company determines that any Scrvice is being used
fraudulently or illegally, whether by a Customer or its agent.

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA 70896




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 25
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
2.10  Inspection, Testing and Adjustment

2.10A The Company may, upon reasonable notice, make such tests and inspections as may
be necessary to investigate the installation, operation or maintenance of the
Customer’s or the Company’s equipment or connecting facilities. The Compeny
may interrupt Service at any time, without penalty or liability to itself, where
necessary to prevent improper use of Service, equipment, facilities, or connections.

2.10B Upon reasonable notice, the facilities and equipment provided by the Company shall
be made available to th. Company for such tests and adjustments as may be
necessary for its inaintenance in a condition satisfactory to the Company. No
interruption allowance will be granted for the time during which such tests and
adjustments are made, unless such interruption exceeds four (4) hours in length.

2.11  Directory Assistance

211A Directory Assistamce will be provided by the Company as part of the Service
fornished by the Company. The Customer will be billed usage at the appropriate
rate whes 2 call i3 placed from its telephone to directory assistance.

212 Coptomey Complaves sod Bellong | epetcs

212A In e coom of the Spute botopes 2 Castomer and e Companry regarding any bill for
Wi ervee. e Compeer shedl kvbadh make sach wrvestigation: as shall be requaed by
e putcoiy case. md sqpost Se sesnds thewof ©© e Cuastomer and, i the event the
Gwpoer & wt srsihed. shall edaas S Comomer of de; or hey nght 1o file 2 complcn with
the Camsorcaon  The Soth Dubom Fublec | diiers Comansos can b reachod &

S L Copene
P, SD $7506-509
S 77330

[ _Fiel e o

Tantnrmbering mn ol e 8 e Wnfl fx Cwtemer dall 3t b syt @
dacorvosmece e sempemws of Sar jww; of 3 (d wbs dagesr jurding e
conyphrnen of e srcragmos o f Gupnx o Coagums

Issand: Efocrrer
Issued by: Allymn MudaeCAO
Colunina Telcoommmanications. e dba 2’ com
11823 Market Place Avesme

Baton Roage, LA 70896




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Section 2
Original Page 25
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES
2. RULES AND REGULATIONS
2.10  Inspection, Testing and Adjustment

2.10A The Company may, upon reasonable notice, make such tests and inspections as may
be necessary to investigate the installation, operation or maintenance of the
Customer’s or the Company’s equipment or connecting facilities. The Compeny
may interrupt Service at any time, without penalty or liability to itself, where
necessary to prevent improper use of Service, equipment, facilities, or connections.

2.10B Upon reasonable notice, the facilities and equipment provided by the Company shall
be made available to th. Company for such tests and adjustments as may be
necessary for its inaintenance in a condition satisfactory to the Company. No
interruption allowance will be granted for the time during which such tests and
adjustments are made, unless such interruption exceeds four (4) hours in length.

2.11  Directory Assistance

211A Directory Assistamce will be provided by the Company as part of the Service
fornished by the Company. The Customer will be billed usage at the appropriate
rate whes 2 call i3 placed from its telephone to directory assistance.

212 Coptomey Complaves sod Bellong | epetcs

212A In e coom of the Spute botopes 2 Castomer and e Companry regarding any bill for
Wi ervee. e Compeer shedl kvbadh make sach wrvestigation: as shall be requaed by
e putcoiy case. md sqpost Se sesnds thewof ©© e Cuastomer and, i the event the
Gwpoer & wt srsihed. shall edaas S Comomer of de; or hey nght 1o file 2 complcn with
the Camsorcaon  The Soth Dubom Fublec | diiers Comansos can b reachod &

S L Copene
P, SD $7506-509
S 77330
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conyphrnen of e srcragmos o f Gupnx o Coagums

Issand: Efocrrer
Issued by: Allymn MudaeCAO
Colunina Telcoommmanications. e dba 2’ com
11823 Market Place Avesme

Baton Roage, LA 70896




Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. S.D. P.U.C. Tariff No. 1
d.b.a. aXessa

Section 3
Original Page 26
INTRASTATE MESSAGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND OPERATOR SERVICES

3.  DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE

3.1 Service Points
3.1A The Company provides originating service from domestic points in the United States
to domestic points identified in this Tariff.
3.1B The Company provides terminating service from domestic points identified in this
Tariff to domestic points in the United States.
32  Measurements

32.A Time-of-Day Rate Period
Time-of-Day Rate Periods are reflected in the rate found in Section 4, hercin.
32B  Availability of Servi
The Service is available at the rates listed in Section 4, through subscription to any
of the domestic message telecommunication service offerings available from the
Company. Each of these offerings utilizes the same rate schedules but have different
rates and billing increments for each of the rate schedules.

When this holiday falls on a Sunday, the Holiday calling rate applies to calls placed on the following
Monday. When this holiday falls on a Saturday, the Holiday calling rate applics to calls placed on the
proceeding Friday.

32C Holiday Rates
32C.1 During the following officially recognized holidays, Evenings Rates will be
applicable during all hours, except for hours when a lower mate (je.,
Night/Weekend) is applicable.
New Year's Day** Labor Day
Memorial Day* Thanksgiving Day
4 Independence Day** Christmas Day**
‘ Martin Luther King Day* Columbus Day*
! Presidents Day* Veterans' Day**
% :‘ Applies to Federally observed day only.

RE) O 6 5

Issued: Effective:
Issued by: Allynn Madere/CAO
Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa
11823 Market Place Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70896




COMPETITIVE COMMUNICATIONS |GROUP

July 18, 1999 RECEIVED
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission s

State Capitol Building SOUTH DAKOT,

500 East Capitol Avenue UTILITIES CCM:TSUSBISS
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Atin: Bob Kanal

Re:  Application for Authority to Provide Interexchange Telecommunications Services
for Columbia Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa — Docket No. TC99-052

On behalf of Columbia Telecommunications, Inc., enclosed please find 2 copy a
Certificate of Authority in association with the above referenced docket.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 301-699-5300.

Respectfully submitted,

Regulatory Specialist

Enclosure




OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

I, JOYCE HAZELTINE, Secretary of State of the State
of South Dakota, hereby certify that the Application for
a Certificate of Authority of COLUMBIA
TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. (DE) to transact business in
this state duly signed and verified pursuant to the
provisions of the South Dakota Corporation Acts, have
been received in this office and are found to conform to
law.

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue of the authority vested in
me by law, I hereby issue this Certificate of Authority
and attach hereto a duplicate of the application to
transact business in this state.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal of the
State of South Dakota, at
Pierre, the Capital, this

July 1999.
7:1/ (Y
OYCE HAZELTINE

Secretary of State




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ) ORDER GRANTING
COLUMBIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) CERTIFICATE OF
D.B.A AX"SSA FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ) AUTHORITY
AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE )
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN ) TC99-052

)

SOUTH DAKOTA

On April 30, 1999, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission), in accordance with SDCL
49-31-3 and ARSD 20:10:24:02, received an application for a certificate of authority from Columbia
Telecommunications, Inc. d.b.a. aXessa (aXessa).

aXessa intends to offer interexchange services, including both inbound and outbound
intral ATA toll services. A proposed tarniff was filed by aXessa. The Commission has classified long
distance service as fully competitive.

On May 6, 1999, the Commission electronically transmitted nctice of the filing and the
intervention deadline of May 21, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. No petitions to intervene
or comments were filed and at its July 13, 1989, ...eeting, the Commission considered aXessa's
request for a certificate of authority. Commission Staff recommended granting a certificate of
authority, subject to the condition that aXessa not offer a prepaid caliing card or require deposits or
advance payments without prior approval of the Commission.

The Commission finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Chapter 49-31,
specifically 49-31-3 and ARSD 20:10:24:02 and 20:10:24:03. The Commission finds that aXessa
has met the legal requirements established for the granting of a certificate of authority. aXessa has,
in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3, demonstrated sufficient technical, mmmmmw
capabilities to offer telecommunications services in South Dakota. The Commission approves
aXessa's application for @ certificate of authority, subject to the condition that aXessa not offer a
prepaid calling card or require deposits or advance payments without prior approval of the
Commission. As the Commission’s final decision in this matter, it is therefore

ORDERED, that aXessa's application for a certificate of authority is hereby granted, subject
fo the condition that aXessza not offer a prepaid calling card or require deposits or advance payments
without prior approval of the Commission. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that aXessa shall file informational copies of tariff changes with the
Commission as the changes cccur.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Zé%o”uiy. 1999.

The undersignod hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon off parties of
record in this docket, as isted on the dockat service
fNisl, by first class mal, in properly addressed

o Ay ke

- 7/17/97

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:




SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company
Within The State Of South Dakota

Authority was Granted July 13, 1999
Docket No. TC99-052

This is to certify that

COLUMBIA TELECOMMUNICAT.ONS, INC. D.B.A. AXESSA

is authorized to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD
20:10:24:02, and is subject to all of the conditions and limitations contained in
the rules and statutes goveming its conduct of offering telecommunications
services.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /¢ P day of % 1999.

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION:




SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company
Within The State Of South Dakota

Authority was Granted July 13, 1999
Docket No. TC99-052

This is to certify that

COLUMBIA TELECOMMUNICAT.ONS, INC. D.B.A. AXESSA

is authorized to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD
20:10:24:02, and is subject to all of the conditions and limitations contained in
the rules and statutes goveming its conduct of offering telecommunications
services.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /¢ P day of % 1999.

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION:




SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company
Within The State Of South Dakota

Authority was Granted July 13, 1999
Docket No. TC99-052

This is to certify that

COLUMBIA TELECOMMUNICAT.ONS, INC. D.B.A. AXESSA

is authorized to provide telecommunications services in South Dakota.

This certificate is issued in accordance with SDCL 49-31-3 and ARSD
20:10:24:02, and is subject to all of the conditions and limitations contained in
the rules and statutes goveming its conduct of offering telecommunications
services.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /¢ P day of % 1999.

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION:






