
TC99-049 
DOCKET NO.-----

Public Utilities Commlmon of the State of South Dakota ........ 



Martin and Associates, Inc. 
CONSULTANTS • PROIBSIONAL ENGINEERS • COMPUllft SPECIALISTS 

RE( ''ED 
APR l.B t 99 

1>U8UC: 
A-.J 27, 1999 sou ,· ISSION 
T1f'U UTlL I -.JI 

Mr. William Bullard, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Public Utilities Commission 
S1ato of South Dakota 
500 Eat Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota S7501 

Dear Mr. Bullm : 

Ref: SD 6238 - I. 7 
1998 Separations Study Access Filing 

On behalf ofEut Plains Telecom, Inc., eoc:losed are five (S) copies of their lntrutalc Accesa 
Sepandiom Study punuant to the nalea Clltabliabed by the Commiaion. 
The following documeotetion is included in the ltlldy: 

1. Five (S) bard copies oftbc PUC Summary Forms 
2. One (1) copy of the program dilk 

The cnclolod Intrutate Accaa Separations Study revenue n,quiremmt Im bcm fotwanlcd 10 the 
Local &cbln,e Carrier Aaaociation (LBCA). The LECA Accesa Tari~ with wbidi they concur, 
will include the attached Intrastate Acceaa revenue rcquinmcot in the clevdopnmt of the LECA 
Accea 1ariff'nta. 

AnrhMPt4s: N:JCetJa Study (S) 
Plosaa..Dilk(I) 

cc: Onla Onbllllder. Mr 1:r 



Pm e•e;DI IeJocom, Inc, 

,nd that I am IU1boriz.ed to axecute this certi.fication. Based on information known to me or 
provided to me by employees relpOGll"ble for the preparation of the data in this submission, I 
bcrd,y cenify that the data bu been examined and reviewed and is complete, accurate, IDd 
oomiltent with the rules of the South Dakota Public Utilities Qnnmiaion, to the best of my 
knowledge. 

Due: 

Catifying Signature: 

DopLq; 



Intrastate Cost Study 
for 

Period Ending 12/31/98 

for the 
East Plains Telecom, Inc. 

Prepared by: 
Martin and Auodates, Inc. 
1515 N. Sanbom Blvd. 

Mitcbell, SD 57301-1021 

(605)996-9646 
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IAIT "-AINI 19.ICOM. INC. --....... ____ .... ,._LN 
- ,cc ,'1lff ·-
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South Dakota Public Ut111ties Commluion 
WEEKLY FILINGS 

For the Period of April 23, 1119 through April 28, 1 

If you need a complete copy d a filing faxed, ovemv,t expressed, or mailed to you, please contact 
Delaine Kolbo within five business days d this filing. 

Phone: 605-n3-3705 Fax: 605-n3-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINT 

C1'INOI In the llatw of the Complaint flied t,v Conatance Johnaon, Sioux Flllls, 8oulll 
D11mta. against U S WEST Communications, Inc.. Regarding Dl8pulad Blllng. 

,,,_ a ..,.. cl attempts to inronnally resolve billing concema, the Complainant filed a fannal 
~ 1D adchss LlftlOlved iuues. As part d the remedy for relief, the Complainant ha 8IIClld 
b'givenea cl an lM'lp8id billing in the amount cl 

Slaff,.~ Leni Healy 
Stiff Marney. Camren Hosack 
Dae Fled: OW7199 
ll••ltion D ncliae: None 

B.ECTRIC 

a• OIi In the Matter of the Filing by Black ... Poww and Light Company tor Approval 
of a Co.Ill act with Deviations with South Dakota State Cement Plant Comm111lan 
dlbla Dllcotah Cement. 

On April 28, 1999, the Canwniaion received a filing from Black Hills Corpalation for approval cl an 
Elemic Power Service Conbad with Deviations between Black Hills Corporation. dlbla Black Hills 
Po.. and LW1t eon.,.ny, and the South Dakota C8nW1t Pbn COl,1,ission, d/b/a Dacotah 
Cemn. 

SIIIJ lvlll)'lt: Bob Knadle 
Slaff Mamey. Camron Hoseck 
a... flld: 04l28l99 
.. ww .. · ,n D11dline: 05/14199 

'ICll t• In .. M111.-o1a. ApplcllDn olTll1CW1ttu*....,.. RNoun:ea, Inc. for a c.•c•• ol AulbOltty ID Plowlda 'J1l1c Dllllllillllklllo.-. s.nlces In 8oulla DIIMla. 

1i111 CCllMUlicltioi • R8lowcls, Inc. hal filed• reqi191t for a C8l1ificale cl AIM1orily 1D opalla as a 
,. 1181 d 1111 CG111i1Ulicllioi• wvices ~ &uh Dakala. Talacamnuticatial• Relcums, 
Inc. i•ldl ID o8lr' trawel card •vims ID bulinH I and fHidlllltial QIRJll'ler'I, 81 wall as pre.paid 
C 5 IQ card •vicea. 

I 



Staff Analylt Michele Farris 
Staff Anomey. C8rnron Hosed< 
0.. Filed: 04l28l98 •••Ilion d11dllna: 05/14199 

In ...... of the Estoblet.ment ol Swlldled Accea Rewl,ue RequlnNMnt far 
Eat Plains Tel1 cam, Inc. 

East Plains lal1 com. Inc. filed a switd1ed access cost study devalopa 1g a revenue requirement that 
la included in the nwanue requirement Ul8d to determine the switched access ral8s for the Local 
Elcchange Cariar Association. 

Slaff Analylt I lllrlan 8eltlKeilt'I Senger 
Staff Anal,.,. Karan Clanw' 
Dale Filed: 04l28l98 
~ D11dline. 05/14199 

You-,19CIMtlliallllngand--PUCputeJ ..... villour £11:IM .......... ...... 
You-, ...a.crtbe w una1NCrlae ID tlle PUC a Tna .... at llllp:Mwww ..... IICI U//llpud 
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Bf.FORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM ION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

It THE MATIER OF THE ESTABUSHIIENT ) 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) 
REQUIIEIIENT FOR EAST PLAINS ) 
TE fCOII. INC. ) TCtltMt 

On April 28, 1999, East Plains Telecom, Inc. (East Plains) filed for approval by the 
Pl.Mc 1J1ities COl1111issb1 (COl111mion) its 1998 Ii lbastate Switched Aa:8u Colt Study. 

OnApril 29, 1999, the Ca1111isaiai alacbalically trammitted notice of the filing and 
the int8Mlntion deadline rA May 14, 1999, to interested individuals and •ltitiel. 

SDCL 49-31-12.6 8l.ltholizas the lssion to require a deposit rA up to one 
tuaed thol.mnd dollars ($100,000) in the South Dakota Public Utilities Commiaian's 
(SDPUC) regulatory assessment fee fund to defray Commission axpenaaa ilddellt to 
••,zing and ruling upon this type of filing. 

The Ca 111 lissb'l has jlffldiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17 .1, 49-
11.-8, -49-31-12.6, -49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, 20:10:01:15.05, 
20:10.27:07 and 20:10:27:08. 

On .kq 13, 1999, at its regutarty scheduled meeting, the Commission, pursuant to 
SOCl 49-31-12.6, unanimously voted to assess East Plains a filing fee as reqi mted by 
the EJC8CUiw Director up to the statutory limit of $100,000. It is thelafora 

ORDERED that East Plains lhal depoeit in the SOPUC regulatory assessment fee 
fund an 8fflDU1t as raquestec:t by 'the ExeaJtive Director up to the statutory limit rA 
$100,000. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this //,,, a day of July, 1999. 

CMIICAff 0,lala BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 



MEMORANDUM TO COMMISSIONERS BURG, NELSON AND SCHOENFELDER 

FROM: Harlan Best 

RE: Eal Plaim Telecom. Inc., Baltic, SD 
Switched Access Revenue Rcquimncnt, TC99-049 

DA TE: Oc:lober 12. 1999 

F.ast Plains Tdccom. Inc. (East Plains) filed an Intrastate Switched A Cost Study pursuant 
IO 1be adminisualive nales on April 28, 1999, based the twelve months ended 31, 
1991. The cost 5bJdy submitted by East Plains developed a revcoue requuanent ofS382,385. 
Easl Plains pwdmcd the Hudson and Alcester exchanges from U S WEST Communications OD 

June I, 1997. Eal Plains' minutes of use for 1998 was 3,188,442. Em;t Plains is a member of 
1be Local Exdmngc Carrier Association (LECA). As a member of LECA, East Plains' revenue 
rcquiranml and minutes of use arc part of the total revenue requirement and total minutes of use 
med in the de1erminalioo of the Carrier Common Linc, LocaJ Switching. and Common Transport 
aie clemalls for I .ECA 

On April 29. 1999, the Commission dectronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
ialelwahi deadline of M y 14, 1999. to interested individuals and entities. No interventions 
wac receiwd by the Commission. 

0a July 16, 1999, the Commission ordered East Plains to deposit an initial assessment in the 
SDPUC regublory fee fund and to deposit any additional amounts as required by the executive 
dittdur. (Sue Cidaos ~ be conlllcU:d with any questions regarding the assessments.) 

Slaff rc,quesaed suppor1ing infonmlioa &om Eal Plains OD April 30 June 10 Jame 17, July 8 
July 30. and Augusa 4, 1999. Staff elm requests were responded to by East Plains in a timely 
DW'l'le,. Staff' reviewed extaml auditor rq,orts for 1997 and 1998, supporting documentation 
far ........ dal were proposed by Eal Plains in the cost study, long term debt, the 1998 
general ledger. mmavs of~ and traffic fadol' support. 

Slaff'lm reviewed &st Plains' cost study filing and all of the data responses submiucd by f.&1l 
Plains and would recommend tbaa the lmaslaae Switched Access Cost Study for F.ast Plains be 
-.ua ~ fortbe cxdusion of c:oncribulionsldonations in the amount of SI ,720. If this 
~ is accq,ted by the Commissioners the lntnstatc Switc.bed Access Cost Sludy 
maaue rcquiranml for &st Plains is reduced by $300, to S312,08S. East Plain., his agreed to 
Slafrs ffJCCl+NWIICIMWions. 

~ submiual: --/ d,;)~1-
cc Don ~ Martin IDd As9ocialcs 
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Pulic Utilities Commission 
SW Capilol BuiWina. $00 Ema Capitol Avenue, Piffle. Soulh Dakoca S7S01-S070 

December 15, 1999 

Karen Cremer, Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capttol 
Pierre SO 57501 

RE: INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS DOCKETS 

oa.. Ms. Cremer: 

I hereby raquest a copy of all staff requests for data and company responses in 
the following docketa: 

TC99-050,TC99-054, TC99-058,TC99-063,TC99-064,TC99-
085, TC99-066, TC99-067, TC99-068, TC99-069, TC99-070, TC99-071, 

: ...... _(", .. ~-- ~,-
~ .. .... . 

TC99-072,TC99-073, TC99-074, TC99-075, TC99-078, TC99-079, TC99-
oeo. and TC99-081 . 

I Wldalstand that an extra copy has been provided and is available at the 
Commission offices . 

·& 
R•llffll,Conmission Advisor 

akota Public Utilities Commission 

C: Al filing teleconml'licat companies 
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Public IJtilities Conission 
Scale Capilol lklQding, 500 Ease Capitol Avenue. Pierre, Soudl Dalmca S7SOl-5070 

December 22, 1999 

Don Lee,Consuttant 
Martin & Associates 

East Plains Telecom, Inc. 

FAX 

RE: DOCKET TC99-049, INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS COST STUDY 

Dear Mr. Lee: 
The Public Utilities Commission's December 28, 1999 meeting agenda 

indudes consideration of the above-named docket. Although it appears 
Commission Staff and the company have raac:he"1 a settlel'nn, the 
Commissioners must still approve the N'Jlement. I, as an advisor to the 
Commissioners, have reviewed the filing and have qa 181tio1 as that may be 
•••ed in writing before the m11tirig. or verbally cuing the meeuag. 

The questions are: 
1. Hawe all poat...a plant ... Dflll - ,IIIIKtad In ... lmown 

change ........... and lndllllecl In the coet....., ...... placed 
lnloNfflca? 

2. • the •aaww to (1) la no, pl••• explain any devllllOIL 
3. Do the known-c:hllnge ........ to plant, to ... edlllt..., .... 

eetlmllrd for coat etucty pwpo••. exceed the...., baolflld 
........ ? 

4. •t11a • ..., to (3) la,-. la this dllferenca 91 Hltr thin 11'? 
I. 00. ... 1111 LECA Aa1111ment Fee ..... , .... ,.,.._ tlllt 1-

LECA AN111ment FM In the caet etudy? 
I. • not. pll Ill upllln. 
Staff and the filing company may wish to discuss how best to AIIP(>nd. I 

.,....Id time is lhort between now and the Commission meetiag and I am not 
coaamed about which one d you answer. 



Rillov,Gfl9g 
T~i~28, 1999 9:02 AM 
Kolbo. 
FW: 1998 SDPUC lntraslallrt Colt Study 

--Orta1na1 IA111-. 
From: Dllnel Bolen [mallo:Oa1Tel8ol1nCMa1in-As10Cial.com) 
Sent MMolm~111111w, Dlcll,IINW 27, 1999 3:29~ 
To: 'Orea.rill .Id.Ill' 
&.,bjlct 1w. 1 SDPUC .,.1tu1n-.._._ .. Colt SUty 

>Gf9g: 
> 
> The lolcMilig r,=• ii on behalf of the Elllt Plllnl Telecom and Is In 
> ~ ID your d 12/22198 concerniig Docket TC99-049: 
> 
> 
> 1.) Have al pa• lllt yw plant adcltiolas - relleded in the known 
> chlnge ..... and induded in the CClt lll,dy - been placed into 
>NrVice? 
> 
>YN 
> 
> 2.) If the answer to (1) \s no, explain the deviations. 
> 
>Nol~ 
> 
> 3.) Do the known-change adjustmlnta IO plant, ID the extent they were 
> .... •d for cost ltl,dy purpoNI, exceed the eventual booked amounta? 
> 
>Mo 
> 
> ~.) If the..., ID (3) ii yea, ii lhil difference grNllr than 1%? 
> 
> Not IA}lcatN 
> 
> S.) Doll the 1889 LECA A.11111ment Fee adjustment repace the 1998 LECA 
> t't II L 11 Milt fee in lhe CClt lll,dy? 
> 
>Y• 
> 
> 8.) • not. .... expaln. 
> 
> Not llll)lt;able 
> 
> 
> 
>Dlmlllallrl 
> Dlaa 1•n111•t1rtit-Associ1111 Com 
> T...,._•Nunmr (805)885-2588 
> Fae Tellpho,• Number {eo5)986-2577 
> 

l 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE TIER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER APPROVING 
OF SWITCHrO ACCESS REVENUE ) REVENUE REQ IREMENT 
REQUIREMENT FOR EAST PLAINS ) 
TELECOM, INC. ) TCtl-04I 

On April 28, 1999, East Plains Telecom, Inc. (East Plains) filed for approval by the 
N>lic Utilities Corrmission (Commission) its 1998 Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study. 

On April 29, 1999, the Commission electronically transmitted noticed the filing and 
the inl8Nention deadline of May 14, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. On July 
13, 1999, the Commission voted to assess a fil ing fee as requested by the EJc8aJtive 
Director up to the statutory limit ct. $100,000. Staff filed a rT'8fflOr8n(Ul1 on October 12, 
1999 with the concurrence of the company, setting forth a recommended revenue 
requir8ment and minutes of use. The Commission considered this matter at its December 
28, 1999, meeting. 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17 .1, 49-
1A-9, 49-31-12.4, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01 :15.02, 
20:10:01 :15.05, 20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:08. Upon review of East Plains' filing, the 
Corrmission fould that the revenue requiremen and minutes of use as depicted in Staff's 
memorandum were fair and reasonable and should be approved. As the Commission's 
final decision in this matter, it is therefore 

ORDERED that East Plains' revenue requirement and minutes of use are hereby 
approved as revised and shall be incorporated in the Local Exchange Carriers 
Association's determination of switched access rates. (See TC99-067.) 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this / J./fLday of January, 2000. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 




