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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of July 1, 1999 through July 7, 1999 

If you need a complete copy of a ting faxed, overnight~ essed, or mailed to you, 
please contact Delaine Kolbo wiltm five business 6ay& of this fling. 

Phone: 605-~705 Fax: 605-n3-3809 

B.ECTRIC 

El.99-013 In the llaa.r of the Fling by Uncoln-Union Eledrtc Company for 
Approval of Exception to Sernc:e on Assigned Arm Conwlt and 
Agreement betwn Uncoln-Unlon Eleclrtc Company and Northern 
Statas Pow.r Company. 

li1coln-Union EJectric Company of Alcester, SO and Nol1hem States Power Company, 
out or the Sioux Falls office have been disalS8ing wvice boundaries to a new 
development area south of Sioux Fals. They have come to an agraement for the 
development area caled Auburn Hills, City of Sioux Fala. in the tM % of the SW% of 
Section 16 in ~ 1orJN, Range 5'1N. They are requesting some mi1or va,iations 
to the existi 19 territorial agreement as approved by the Public Utilities Commission on 
January 28, 1976. 

Slaff Analyst Michele Farris 
Slaff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
0.. Fled: 07/02199 
II• ventiof'I Dale: 07/23/99 

TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS 

TC9Mr7I In the llaltllr of the Establishment of Switched Acceu Revenue 
Requlwnt for Tri-County Telcotn, Inc. 

Tri-County Telcom, Inc. filed a switched access cost study developing a revenue 
requirement that is included in the rewnue reqmement used to c:leterri,e the switched 
access rates for the Local Exchange Carner Association. 

Slaff Analyst Harlan BestlKeith Senger 
Slaff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Filed: 07,01199 
lnlefvention Deadline: 07 /23/99 



TI:99-079 In the llatl9r of the Ea1ablishment of Swfflched Acc:eu Revenue 
Requl1'91Mnt for Roberta County Telephone Cooperative Auoclation 
and RC Communicationa, Inc. 

Robefts County Telephone Coopaative Association and RC Communications, Inc. filed 
a awkhed acrm cost study developing a revenue requirement that is included in the 
nwenue 19quirement used to delefmiae the switched access rates for the Local 
Exda9t carrier Aaoc:iation. 

Staff Analyst Hadan BestlKeilh Senger 
Staff Attomey: Kann er... 
0. Fled: 07A>1199 
lnlarvention De11t111e; 07123/99 

In the ..... of .. &ll~llflment of Switched Accea Revenue 
~for Sioux V..., T•phone Company. 

Sioux Vlllltr/ Telephone Con.,any filed a swiched access cost study developing a 
revenue 19quirement that is inc:11 lded in the revenue requirement used to detenni 1e the 
switched access rates for the Local Exda199 Carrier Association. 

Staff Analyst Harlan BestlKeith Senger 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Filed: 07 /01199 
Intervention Deadline: 07/23199 

TC9SMNS1 In the Matier of the Establishment of Swttched Access Revenue 
Requirement for DTG Community Telephone. 

DTG Community Telephone filed a switched access cost study •pursuant to the rules 
established by the Commission .• 

Staff Analyst Hartan Best/Keith Senger 
Statf Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Oal9 Filed: 07/01199 
Intervention Deadine: 07/2'3/99 

TCISM)l2 In the llaa.r of the Filing by AT&T Communications of the llldwest. 
Inc. for Approval of Ila Access Ser.ices and lntarconnection 
Services Tariff. 

AT&T filed its Access Services and lntercon.,edion Sefvices Tariff. This tariff contains 
regulations, rates and charges applicable to the provisions of 1) intrastate Access 

2 



Services provided to CUltlomenS by AT&T. and 2) cer1ail Network Interconnections 
ServiDea provided to carriers within the Sta1e of South DakoCa. AT&T is assuming that 
CG,11i11ion approval is not needed because this is a business service only and AT&T 
1111\181 less than 50,000 local exchange subsaibers. 

Sllllf Analyst Kelh S.ager 
SIii Allarney: Kinn Craw 
Ila Fled: 05fl8199 . 
.... vention Dale: 07/23/99 

1CII Ol3 In the lllllllr of the AppUcatlon of Aven Conwnunlcatlon, LLC. for a 
C..llllcall of Aulhortty to Provide Local Exchange SenlcN In South 
DakalL 

Awn Comnulication, LLC. iilends to provide facilities.bale and l8l8le of 
CGffllJ IIUwe local exchange wvices. Avera Comnulication, LLC. Ntqlllm authority 
ID provide • · 'vices throughout U S West let ritories. 

se.r Analyst Keilh Senger 
Legal lnllm: Jeff Koerlelrnan 
DIie Fled: 07,1)6199 
.... venlior'I Data: 07123/99 

You.., NCIM .......... and oa.. PUC pubic ...... via our ........ lnelmlt ......... 
You mar aubecrtbe or UIISl.dNM:rlbe to the PUC m1llng llata at hllp:llwww.atatud.ualpuc:/ 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILmES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

.. THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER ASSESSING FILING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) FEE 
REQUIREMENT FOR SIOUX VALLEY ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TCISMJIO 

On Jdy 1, 1999, Sioux Valley Telephone Cor,1)11 rJ (Sioux Valley) filed for approval 
by the Pl.mlic Utilities Ca111istion (Commission) its 1998 Intrastate Switched Access Cost 
Study. 

On ,Uy 8, 1999, the Commission electronically tra'lsmitted notice of the filing and 
the inl8Nention daadline d .UV 23, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. 

SOCL 49-31-12.6 auhocizes the Commission to require a deposit of up to one 
hundred thousand dcln ($100,000) in the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission's 
(SDPUC) rec, lat:,ay 111111ffl811il fee fwld to defray Commission expenses incident to 
a,alyzjng and ruing upon this type d filing. 

The Ca111 ·u ·on ha~ over this matter ptnUant to SDCL 1.;26-17.1, 49-
1A-8, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01 :15.02, 20:10:01:15.05, 
20:10:27:07 and 20:10'.27:08. 

On ,Uy 13. 1999. al ils ragularty scheduled meeting, the Commission, pt.nUant to 
SDCL49-31-12.6, Wlllinomy voted to as1111 Sioux Valley a filing fee as requested by 
the Ex8aJtive Oir9CD up to l'9 llabay limit d $100,000. It is therefOt"e 

ORDERED that Sioux Vslttrt shal dapolit in the SOPUC reg1 llalcry asaessment fee 
bid an lfflCU1t as r9q1 l8lted by the Ex8aJtive Director up to the statutory limit d 
$100,000. 

Daled at Pierre, South Dakota, this //, 1',; day d July, 1999. 

C&IIICAff GF IU.ACe 

n. ...... ..., ....... ............................ .. ..., ................... ... ..... _, ........ _, ........... . 
......... ,., ,, .... dall9 

:-".J~,42 
... ~ 7//f/Y 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 



MEMOR. \NDUM TO COMMISSIONERS BURG, NELSON AND SCHOENFELDER 

FROM: Harlan Best 

RE: Sioux Valley Telephone Company. Dell Rapids, SD 
Switched Access Revenue Requirement, TC99-080 

DATE: December 10, 1999 

Sioux Valley Telephone Company {Sioux Valley) filed an Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study 
pursuant to the administrative ruJes on July I, 1999, based on the twelve months ended December 
31, 1998. The cost study submitted by Sioux Valley developed a revenue requirement of 
$872,781. Sioux Valley's minutes of use for 1998 wu 15,375,929. Sioux Valley is a member of 
the Local Exchange Carrier Association {LECA). >J a member of LECA, Sioux Valley's revenue 
requirement and minutes of use are pan of the total revenue requir'Dfflt and total minutes of use 
used in the determination of the Carrier Common Line, Local Swi\ching, and Common Transpon 
rate elements for LECA. 

On July 8, 1999, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
Dllerwntion deadline of July 23, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. No interventions 
were received by the Commission. 

On July 16, 1999, the Commission ordered Sioux Valley to deposit an initial assessment in the 
SDPUC regulatory fee fund and to deposit any additional amounts u required by the executive 
director. {Sue Cichos should be contacted with any questions regarding the assessments.) 

Staff'requested supporting information from Sioux Valley on July 6, August 2, October 7, and 
November S, 1999. Staff data requests were responded to by Sioux Valley. Staff reviewed 
external auditor reports for 1997 and 1998, adjustments proposed by Sioux Valley in the cost 
study, long term debt, the 1998 trial balance, minutes ofuse, and traffic factor suppon. 

Staff'bu reviewed Sioux Valley's cost study filing and all of the data responses submitted by 
Sioux Valley and would reconunend that the Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study for Sioux 
Valley be adjusted for the exclusion of contributions and donations in the amount ofSl0,946 the 
amrtes of ur. be adjusted to exclude wireless miaates u those minutes are subject to an 
nen:oanection agreement, the facton on Sheet G be adjusted for the removal of the wireless 
mirldes, and the traffic study Point of Commection be corrected. If these recommendations are 
accepted by the Commissioners the Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study revenue requirement 
for Sioux Valley is reduced by $3,444, to $869,337. Sioux Valley has agreed to Staff's 
recommendations. 

RespcctiYely submitted: Harlan Best 

JI~ 
cc John W. Coleman, Olsen Thielen & Co, Ltd. 
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Public Utilities Commission 
December 15, 1999 

Karen Cremer. Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol 
Pierre SO 57501 

RE: INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS DOC. :ETS 

Dear Ms. Cremer: 

I hereby reqi mt a capr d alt ltllff requestS for data end coq,eny reaporw in 
the following doc:kAa: 

TC99-049, TC99 050, TC99-054, TC99-058, TC99-063, TC99-064, TC89-
065, TC99-066, TC99-067, TC99-068, TC99-069, TC99-070, TC99-071, 
TC9SMJ72, TC99-073, TC99-074, TC99-075, TC99-078, TC99-079 

TC99-081 . 

I 11idlland that an exlra copy has been provided end II available al the 
Commiaion offlcn. 

·& 
,Commiaion Advisor 

11-..:lllll N:>lic Utilities CommiAion 

c: AJ filing telaCClffl'l'Ulic:a c:ompenies 
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Public Utilities Commission 
Sta2 Capitol Building. SOO East Capitol Avenue, Pime, South Dakota S7SOI-S010 

December 22, 1999 

John Coleman, Consultant 
Olsen Thielen & Company., L TO 

Sioux Valley Telephone Company 
RE: DOCKET TC99-080. INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS COST STUDY 

Dear Mr. Coleman: 
The Public Utilities Commission's December 28, 1999 meeting agenda 

includes consideration of the above-named docket. Although it appears 
Commission Staff and the company have reached a settlement, the 
Commissioners must still approve the settlement. l, as an advisor to the 
Commissioners. have reviewed the filing and have questions that may be 
answered in writing before the meeting, or verbally during the meeting. 

The questions are: 
1. It appears the cost study includes an estimated cost of $35,000 for 

proceulng this docket. What la the actual coat to date? 

Staff and the filing company may wish to discuss how best to respond. I 
understand time is short between naN and the Commission meeting and l am not 
concerned about which one of you answer . 

Si elyh 
reg R. v, Commission Advisor 

SDPU 

c: Harlan Best. Commission Staff 
Commissioners 
Commission Counsel Wiest 
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Sioux Valley Telephone eompany 
Soulh Dakota Public UtltUa CommiUIOn 
SWildwd ~ Coat Study 

TctSMJIO 

OLSIN 1111BLBN wvvw,---

1 1t IPl*I" the coet ltlJdV Includes an 8i1IITI 111:: eo1t or $35.000 1or proceuinQ 111s docket Whal 1a the actual 

catloda? 

As or C)ecembar 1 e, the coet 11 $29,835. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILmES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

• THE IIATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDERAPPROVING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) REVENUE REQUIREMENT 
REQUIREIIENT FOR SIOUX VALLEY ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TCll-080 

On J4'y 1, 1999, Sioux V.,,, Talaphor• CorT.-,y (Sioux Valley) filed far approval 
by the PIJ>lic Utilities Ca1111isaiorl (Commission) its 1998 Intrastate Switched Access Colt 
Study. 

On J4'y 8, 1999, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and 
the inlaMlntion deadline of July 23, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. On July 
13, 1999, the Corrmiaion voted to assea a filing fee as requested by the Executive 
Dinlcb ~ to the sta ny lmt of $100,000. Staff filed a memorandlm on December 10, 
1999, with the conamn:e of the company, setting forth a recommended revenue 
requnmert and miU8I of Ul8. The Commission considered this matter at its December 
28, 1999, meeting. 

The Ca111lilaio.i hal jl.rildiction ovw this matter pwsuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, 49-
1A-8, 49-31-12.4, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSO 20:10:01:15.02, 
20:10:01:15.05, 20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:08. Upon review of Sioux Valley's filing, the 
Ca111ialicl, faint that the nMnJ8 requir8ment and minutes of use as depicted in Staff's 
memo1• d.n were fair and reaonable and lhould be approved. As the Commission's 
finlll decision in this malter, it .. ttMNefore 

ORDERED that Siaux Vllltt,/a ~ requnment and minutes of use are hereby 
approwed - reviled and shall be inoorponlted in the Local Exchange C8rriera 
Al1ix:ialiian't ,...,miuation of switched access rates. (See TC99-067.) 

Dal8d at Piena, South Dakota. this t 4 d day of January, 2000. 

C&IICATICIF-:.a 

n. ....... ....., -- ..... •v • ._..___...., ..... ,...,_ ............................... 
.... .., ........ .., ......... ft~ ...... ~ ............. ...... 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 




