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MOSS & BARNETT

November 12, 1997 RECEIVED

NOV 13 199
William Bullard
Executive Director T DAKOTA huBLIC
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission s/
State of South Dakota
500 East Capitol
Pierre. South Dakota 57501

Re: In the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Designation as an

Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
SDPUC Docket No. TC97-

Dear Mr. Bullard
Enclosed please find the original and eleven copies of the Request for ETC Designation
on behalf of Valley Telephone Company. Also enclosed is a Certificate of Service.
Very truly yours,
MOSS & BARNETT

A Professional Association

/ o

Michael ). Bradley

MIB/jjh

Enclosures
14370932VX01! XX




South Dekors TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

Public Unliies Commussion
State Capitol 500 E. Capitol Thesa are the telecommunications service filings that the Commission has received for the period of:

pureSD 57501507 11/07/97 through 11/13/97

Phone: (800) 332-1782
Fax: (605) 7733809 1t you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed fo you, please contact Delaine Kolbo within five days of this fling.

NOWBER TITLE/STAFFISYNOPSIS DATE | INTERVENTION

ORDER OPENING DOCKET

In its Order on Reconsideration in Docket TC96-184, In the Mal!er u' the Petition for Arbitration on Behalf of AT&T
Communications of the Midwest Inc. with U S WEST C he C stated that the prices, terms, and
conditons set by the Commission in that docket were interm prices, u;rms, and conditions. The Commission further stated that ied
TC87-181 | itwould open a new docket to set permanent prices, terms, and conditions for interconnection with U S WEST. Atits October 1‘3'9,37/97 11728197
28, 1997, meeting, the Commission considered whether to open a docket to set perrnanent prices, terms, and conditions for
interconnection with U S WEST. U S WEST and AT&T both stated that they had no objection to the Commission opening the

docket The Commission unanimously voted to open the docket.
REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS

Valley Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 C F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible
telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas that constitutes its service area in South Dakota. Valley is the
facilities-based local exchange carrier presently providing local exchange telecommunications services in the following | 11/13/87 112897
exchange in South Dakota: (605) 338 Browns Valley. Valley, to its knowledge, is the only carrier meeting the eligibility
requirements of 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 in its exchanges. (Staff. HB/KC)

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks designation as an

eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas that constitutes its service area in South Dakota. Farmers

TC97-183 | s the facities-based local exchange carrier presently providing local exchange telecommunications services in the following | 11/13/97 11728097

exchange in South Dakota: (605) 324 Marietta. Farmers, to its knowledge, is the only carrier meeting the eligibility
nts of 47 U.S.C 214(e) and 47 C.F R. 54 201 in its exchanges (Staff. HB/CH)

The Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority (Telephone Authorty) pursuant to 47 U S C. 214(e) and 47 C F R 54 201

has been granted eligible telecommunications carrier status by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, and for reasons setforth in its

petition states that the Commission does not have jurisdiction to designate the Telephone Authorty as an eligible

TC97-184 camer. In the . in the event that the C that t has to 111397 11728097

eligible telecommunications carriers within the exterior boundaries of the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, which the

Telephone Authority does not concede, the Telephone Authority meets the requirements for designation as an eligible
carrier for its service area_(Staff HB/CH)

Important Notice: The Conuniasion i compiing & it of internet addresses | you have an infernet address piease notiy the Commission by E-madkng i o Terry Norum st lerryn@iuc state 80 us Faung ihe address 10 the Commesson
- m
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE )  ORDER FOR AND NOTICE
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING

COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS )
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
CARRIERS: )

DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE TC97-176
)

DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

NEBCOM, INC.

RED RIVER TELECOM, INC.

VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-182

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-183
)

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE TC97-184
AUTHORITY )

CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE TC97-185
)

CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. : TC97-186

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received requests from the
above P q\ 9 gt as eligible
telecommunications camers

The C notice of the filings and the intervention deadlines
to interested individuals and entities.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 49-
31, including 1-2€-18, 1-26-19, 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-7.1, 49-31-11, and 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1)
through (5).

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows: (1) whether the above captioned
telecommunications companies should be granted designation as eligible telecommunications
carriers, and (2) what service areas shall be established by the Commission

A hearing shall be held at 1:30 P.M., on Tuesday, December 2, 1997, in Room 464, State
Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SDCL
Chapter 1-26. All parties have the night to be present and 1o be represented by an attomey. These
nghts and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not exercised at the hearing. If you or your
representative fail to appear at the time and place set for the hearing, the Final Decision will be
based solely on the testimony and evidence provided, if any, during the hearing or a Final Decision
may be issued by default pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commission will consider
all evi and that was at the hearing. The Commission will then enter
Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of this
hearing, the Ccmmission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above captioned

icati i as an eligible telecommunications carrier,
and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers. The
Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties to the state Circuit Court and the state
Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore

ORDERED that a hearing shall be heid at the time and place specified above on the issues
of whether the above cap should be granted designation as
eligible telecommunications cariers, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible
telecommunications camers,

t to the with Di Act, this hearing is being held in a physically
accessible location. Please contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-332-1782 at least 48
hours prior 1o the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements can be made to accommodate
you

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this J l day of November, 1997

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned heredy certifies that this. BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
doc
besasihombiraipolpbinsidn g ord b Commissioners Burg, Nelson and
Ist, by facsimde or by frst class mad, i propedy Schoenfelder
addressed enyelopss, wen charges prepad thereon

/7 )
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Executive Director

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




December 1, 1997

391
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¥ AX Rece

Parties of Record

Re In the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Designation as an
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
SDPUC Docket No. TC97-182

Enclosed please find a copy of the Supplemental Information to the Request for ETC
Designation on behalf of Valley Telephone Company. Also enclosed is a Certificate of Service

Very truly yours,

MOSS & BARNETT
A Professional Association

)
by g L
ket H7 Jy o l

Michael J. Bradley e

MIB/jjh
Enclosure
147109/35SDO1! DOX




WO Aprm®

e

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF
TELEPHONE COMPAN

ESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE NF ON
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DOCKET TC97-182

33l
rAX Re eivedisl Ut

Valley Telephone Company offers single party service to all of its customers.

Respectfully submitted,

W

MaxTite ' N/

SWORN TO BEFORE ME this
[srday of Pecembar 1997

/ ,

NOTARY PUBLIC

145529/34@H01! DOC




I hereby certify that copies of the above and foregoing Supplemental
Information to the Request for ETC Designation by Valley Telephone Company were
sent via Federal Express on the 1st day of November, 1997, to the following:

Rolayne Wiest
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

and a true and correct copy by Federal Express or United States Mail, postage prepaidto
the persons on the attached list.

Jean J. Hunsinger

143709/32WS01° XX
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Camron Hoseck

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Max Tite

Valley Telephone Company
1203 Ninth Avenue SE
Watertown, SD 57201

Thomas R. Farm
Olsen Thielen & Co.
223 Little Canada Road
St. Paul, MN 55117

Harlan Best

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

143709/32W$011.DOC




THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

RECEIVED

! DEC 05 1997
IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE )
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS JSOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
DMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) UTILITIES COMMISSION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
COOPERATIVE

IONS, INC.

ER TELECOM, INC TC97-180
TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-182

MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-183

NNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE TC97-184
RITY )

ONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-185

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-186

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Room 464, Capitol Building
Pierre, South Dakota

PUC COMMISSION: Jim Burg, Chairman
Laska Schoenfelder, Commissioner
Pam Nelson, Commissioner




WITNESSES:

Harlan Best

Rolayne Ailts Wiest
Camron Hoseck
Harlan Best

Richard D.. Coit
P.0. Box 57
Pierre, SD 57501

NDEX
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CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay.
lating to eligible
time is approximately
The date is December 2nd,

hearing is Room 464, State Capitol,

am Jim Burg, Commission Chairman.
s Laska Schoenfelder and Pam Nelson are
I'm presiding over this hearing. This
noticed pursuant to the Commission’s Order
Notice of Hearing issued November 21, 1997
The issue at this hearing shall be as

Whether the requesting telecommunications

should be granted designation as eligible

and, two, what service
be established by the Commission.

parties have the right to be present and
represented by an attorney. All persons so
ying will be sy i and subject to
examinat n by he X The Commission’'s
decisi nay be appealed by the parties to the
Circuit Court and State Supreme Court.

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission

rovide recommended rulings on
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procedural and evidentiary matters. The

overrule its counsel’s preliminary rulings throughout

|
hearing. I1f not overruled, the preliminary rulings|

become the final rulings.
And at this
for the hearing
WIEST: Let’'s start with TC97-176.
who are you representing today?
OIT: I'm appearing for four of the
sted in the order for the Notice of Hearing
Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative, Dickey
Communications, Inc., Red River Telecom, Inc.
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority.
MS EST: Is anyone else representing the
ther companies? Apparently not.
MR. HOSECK: Not to my knowledge.
MS. 5T:s Okay. Well, let’s take

appearances. Rich C already entered your

| app rance.

n Hoseck on behalf of

We’'ll begin with TC97-176. First
exhibit listed. Can we have a
exhibit in?

On behalf of Dickey Rural




I would move for the admittance
No. 1, which is their
jesignation and dated October 28,
Any objection?
No objection.
f not, that has been admitted.
concerning this docket?

Do you|

I don’'t have anything to add

eyond the application. I believe they responded to

he single party service question adequately,

and also

hope they’ve responded to the toll control to the

Commission’s satisfaction.

MS. WIEST: Yes. My only question is they
didn’'t have a time frame, so I assume it would be the

one-year waiver for toll control?

MR. COIT: Yeah. I spoke with Roger Johnson,

the manager for Dickey Rural Co-op and Dickey
Communications, yesterday and he indicated that a

ne-year waiver would be just fine.

MS. WIEST: Okay. Is there a motion?

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'1ll move we grant approval
f Dickey Rural Telephone Co-op’s ETC request with the

wo waivers.
MS. WIEST: I'm

sorry, I believe I thought at




waivers and we were

ONER SCHOENFELDER: We don’t need a
y. I believe.

We only need the one-year toll

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yeah, one-year toll control

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I1'd second.

IONER SCHOENFELDER: 1‘'d concur.
WIEST: Let’s go to TC97-177. And I
And I would at this time
into the record the request f
Dickey Rural Communications,

rked Exhibit which is also dated

objection?

None.

I1f not, it's been admitted. Any

| questions concerning this docket? If not, I believe

s docket needs a one-year waiver on toll control.

there a motion?
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CHAIRMAN BURG: Concur.
We’'ll move on to TC97-179.
Is there a motion?
COMMISSIONER NELSON: No waivers?

MS. WIEST: Would staff care to move these

MR. HOSECK: Yeah, I'll make a motion to move|
request for ETC designation on behalf of Nebcom
., and a supplemental affidavit of November 24,
997.
MS. WIEST: And those would be Exhibits 1 and

Any objection? If not, they are admitted. And for]

his, my understanding is that all they need is the

ER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. And I

the one-year waiver for toll

second it.
And I concur.
Moving on to TC97-180. 1
this docket. Is there a motion?

Yes. Richard Coit on behalf of




I would move to admit their
designation marked Exhibit No. 1
is dated November 3rd, 1997. I would also note that
an, and he is agreeable or

one-year waiver with respect to toll

Exhibit 17?

it’'s been admitted.

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'1l move we grant a one-year
toll control for Red River Telecom, Inc.
COMMISSIONER NELSON: I second.
OMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.
MS. WIEST: We'll move on to TCS7-182.
have two exhibits. Is there a motion?
would move the request for ETC
| designation or Valley Telephone Company.
is November and a supplemental affidavit
of December 1 evidence.
Any objection? If not, it's been|
admitted. And this application also needs the one-year

aiver for toll

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'1l move we grant a one-year

waiver of toll control to Valley Telephone Company.




COMMISSIONER NELSON: I second.
ONER SCHOENFELDER:
Then I'1l1 move
three exhibits
SCHOENFELDER:
I would move the request

on behalf of Farmers Mutual Telephone

Company of November 10, 1997, and a supplemental

November 26th, 1997, into evidence.

MS. WIEST: Is there any objection to
through 32 not, they’ve been admitted.
MR. HOSECK: Excuse me, there is a clerical

actually have three affidavits, three

mentioned two. There is another

that I would move in of November

have Exhibits 1,
have been admitted.
they need a waiver on
time
I would move that
control for one year to
Telephone Company, which is TC97-183.

At this point we will go to
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dated November 17, 1997,

WIEST:
admitted.

ically request

>perative.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second.

Is there any objection?
Again, in this one they didn't
a time period, but I‘d recommend

toll control.

I'll move we grant a one-year

Consolidated Telephone

SCHOENFELDER: Concur.
Then we go to TC97-186, and
there a motion?

I would move the request for ETC|
of CTC Communications, Inc., into
1g dated November 17, 1997,
that of November 26th, 1997.

se into evidence.

Any objection? If not, they’ve
they are requesting waiver from

period was specified. 1'd




CHAIRMAN BURG: I1'll move we grant

CTC Communications,

NELSON: Second.
ELDER: Concur.
time I guess we‘ll go

information on

SHORT RECESS WAS

MS. WIEST: Let’'s go back on the

At this time I have one exhibit.
Yes. This is Richard Coit

today. In addition to that exhib

it

a motion that attorneys for Cheyenne

had filed asking for the motion to

And I'd appreciate it if you could

Okay. First of all, Exhibit
to Exhibit 1 being admitted?
That’'s the application?
That’'s the application.

No objection.

If not, it has been admitted.

1




the entire proceedings

is the sale of exchanges, as the

granting the ETC designation. The basis of

that it’s a burdensome request which
upon the Commission to go through that entire
extract those facts. And, secondly, J. D.
iams has submitted an affidavit dated November 13,
which does set out, at least for the most part
the Cheyenne River Telephone Authority
eet these requirements. Sc the objection is
it’'s burdensome and it's
evidence is already in the record
affidavit.
issue of burdensome,
do reference
so I don’'t believe
burdensome. It may be that the
ut I would recommend
grant the motio
BURG: The motion to do what again?

Motion for administrative notice




proceedings

SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I can

probably redundant but

ES Okay. That's been

zero. And then the other point I would make is that

eading the affidavit by Mr. Williams, it is

confusing. I believe he references toll blocking when

actually means toll control. And I would like that

clarified in a late-filed exhibit. Plus,

another|
ication needs to be made concerning Lifeline and
Specifically, that as with the other

ties have stated that Cheyenne River will comply

les regarding Lifeline and Link Up
there anything else? And if those two
could be made within a late-filed

will consider that late-filed

rule on all ETC applications on

there any questicns? Anything from

thing further from sta

Does staff have any wi




of the record, Mr. Best,
rected to all of the applicants of
noticed to date. I have an
marked as Staff’'s Exhibit
uted to the Commission at this
evidence just a little bit

please.

director of fixed utilities with
mission, South Dakota.

familiar with the dockets as are

hose the same companies that are

Exhibit No. 1?
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ould you explain briefly for the record

compilation of the respective
ications carriers’ requests that are
Commission today.
any corrections or
Staff Exhibit No. 1?
believe the one for column under Cheyenne
Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority, I believe it'’'s
as stated. I Commission has requested
information from CRST, specifically from the

D. Williams, which would clarify the toll

and the CRST's intent to implement Lifeline,

Okay. With that correction, or

ion, I would move Staff Exhibit No.

If not, it’'s been

applicants as
edings today, have you reviewed
ability to the criteria set forth in 47
Sect

companies did respond to




e,

regarding the designating of a

a response from the applicants

Yes. The Respondents -- or the applicants

tated the exchanges and the prefixes where the ETC

equest would apply.

Q. And with regard to the advertising of

services that might be available on an exchange-wide

basis, did the applicants address that issue?
licants stated that they would
going-forward basis in
rdance with any specif.c advertising standards that
The CRST states that they
media of general
heir service area.
upon your review of these facts as
applicants, in your opinion, have
ed the facts necessary for the

this ETC designation?




A. With

Q. Okay.

ces

And what is

That the
rates annually
£i

the

believe

- the

Any

HOSECK:

At

aring and make

(A DISCUSSION

the exception of
And with regard

exchange-wide,

telephone
or whenever a
nally,

applicants qualify for an

CRST, yes

to advertising

do you have a recommenda
vision

to

be

that recommendation?

companies advertise their

rate changes.

do you have an opinion as to

ET

they do, with the caveat again

Commission receiving

have no further questions of

questions? Any further

No further witnesses. Staff

this point I believe we can

the final decisions next

WAS HELD OFF THE RECORD.)




‘s go back on the
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well I would
have Mr. Coit ask J. D. Williams at
elephone Authority if they don't
that they need to apply for other
Exchanges; if, in fact, Eag
e would not be an exchange that they would need
nd perhaps there might even about
in their tribal authority telephone

they would need an ETC designation

I will do that, Commissioner.
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you.
MS. WIEST: Okay. Is there anything else at
point?

MR. HOSECK: If that is the case, is this

can be handled through a supplemental

believe the application might
nd then the questions whether also

lliams would have to amend or put in a

supplemental affidavit on this issue. Because we will

I mean we certainly need it on the record that
these exchanges are requesting ETC designation.

MR. HOSECK: Well, for the record, why don‘t




- staff would just suggest that if that is
sire, then to have them go ahead and amend
ication as it is presently before the

affidavit to make

d exhibit?
led exhibit both as
the supplemental

ould be sent . Does that sound

sounds very reasonable.
SCHOENFELDER: It’'s very

I may be in error about there

separate exchanges, but I do think|

way about it, we need it

Okay. Any other questions or

CONCLUDED AT 2:30 P.M.)




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

COUNTY OF HUGHES

Notary Public,
South Dakota, do hereby certify
above hearing, pages 1 through 19, inclusive,
recorded stenographically by me and reduced tc
typewriting
R CERTIFY that the foregoing
an ipt said hearing is a true and correct
ranscript the stenographic notes at the time and
place specified hereinbefore.
1 FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative or
| employee or attorney or counsel of any of the parties,

nor a relative or employee of such attorney or counsel

| or financially interested directly or indirectly in

action.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

office at Pierre, South Dakota, this
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ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER REQUEST




i097-182
RECEIVED

NOV 1% 199
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION SO TH pakc

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ITILITIES teonr A PUBLIC

ISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF REQUEST FOR ETC
CLEPHONE COMPANY DESIGNATION
LIGIBLE
DOCKET TC97-

Valley Telephone Company (“Valley™), pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(¢) and 47 C.F.R

§ 54.201, hereby seeks from the Public Utilities C ission (“Cq ion”) desi as an

“eligible telecommunications carrier™ (“ETC™) within the local exchange areas that constitute its
service area in South Dakota. In support of this request, Valley offers the following, along with
the attached responses to information requests from the Commission Staff:

1 Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e), it is the C sion’s ibility to

local exchanges carriers (“LECs™) as ETCs or, in other words, to determine which LECs have

assumed universal service obligations consistent with the federal law and should be deemed

cligible to receive federal universal service support. At least one ETC is to be designated by the

Commission for each service area in the State. However, in the case of areas served by “Rural

Teley Comy ", the C ission may not d more than one LEC as an ETC
without first finding that such additional designation would be in the public interest. Under 47
C.F.R. § 54.201, beginning January 1, 1998, only teleccommunications carriers that have received
designation from the Commission to serve as an ETC within their service area will be eligible to
receive federal universal service support

5

Valley is the facilities-based LEC presently providing local exchange

telecommunications services in the following exchange in South Dakota:

4 EXHIBIT

e




UG AA—S

e

Browns Valley 338
Valley, to its knowledge, is the only carrier meeting the eligibility requirements of 47
C. § 214(e) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.201 in its exchanges.
Valley, in accord with 47 C.F.R. § 54.101, offers the following local exchange
telecommunications services to all consumers throughout its service area:

Voice grade access to the public switched network;
Single party, local exchange service, including an amount of local usage free of per
minute charges under a flat rate local service package and as part of a measured
local service offering;
Dual tone multi-frequency signaling:
Access to emergency services, such as 911 or enhanced 911 public services:
ss 10 operator servil
Access to interexchange service;
Access to directory assistance; and

Toll blocking service to qualified low-income customers.
As noted above, Valley does provide toll limitation service in the form of toll blocking to

qualifying consumers, however, the additional toll limitation service of “toll control”, as defined

in the new Federal C ions C ion (“FCC rsal service rules (47 C.F.R.
§ 54.400(3) , is not provided. Valley is not aware that any LEC in South Dakota has a current
capability to provide such service. The FCC gave no indication prior to the release of its

Universal Service Order (FCC 97-157) that toll control would be imposed as an ETC service

and, to our infi and belief, as a result, LECs nationwide are not positioned to

make the service immediately available. In order for Valley to provide the service, additional

usage tracking and storage capabilities will have to be installed in its local switching equipment

1421093 INHO1 DOC




At a minimum, the service requires a switching software upgrade and, at this time, Valley is

investigating and 10 detes e whether the necessary software has been developed

and when it might become available.

Accordingly. Valley is faced with excepti i ing its ability to

make the toll control service available as set forth in the FCC's universal service rules and must
request a waiver from the requirement to provide such service. The Commission may properly
grant a waiver from the “toll control” requirement, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(c).

Valley has previously advertised and will continue to advertise the availability of

h

its local exchange services in media of general distri the exchange areas served.

Prior to this filing, Valley has not generally advertised the prices charged for all of the
above-identified services. It will do so on a going forward basis in accordance with any specific
advertising standards that the Commission may develop.

Based on the foregoing, Valley respectfully requests that the Commission:

a) grant a waiver of the requirement to provide “toll control™ service; and b) grant an ETC

designation to Valley covering all of the local exchange arcas that constitute its present service
area in the State
Dated 1l

Respectfully submitted,

COMPAN

>

By A\ L.\ .f

Max Tite

1421093 INHOT! DX




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF REQUEST FOR ETC
4 PHONE COMPANY DESIGNATION
TION AS AN ELIGIBLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER DOCKET TC97-

RESPONSES TO DATA REQUESTS

1 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.101(a)(4). single-party service or its fi
equivalent must be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ET
receive universal service support mechani Does the above-refe d company have this
service

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.405 and 54.411, Lifeline and Link Up services must be
made available by an ETC to qual g low-income consumers. Does the applic: pany, as
nced above, make these services available to qualifying consumers?

Response.

Valley Telephone Company is not currently offering Lifeline and Link Up services within
its South Dakota exchange, but will as required by the FCC rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400-54.417,
make the estz dlished discount programs available to its qualifying low-income customers
beginning January 1, 1998. Itis our understanding that while providing the Li e and Link Up
services is a requirement imposed on ETCs pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.405 and 54.411, it is not
actually a precondition which must be met before ETC status can properly be granted by the
Commission. 47 C.F.R. § 54.401, which lists the service obligations that must be met before a
carrier can receive federal universal service support, does not specifically reference Lifeline and
Link Up services
3 Please provide a verification by an authorized officer, under oath, to the
( in which the applica T 10 the C that the facts stated in the
Request for ETC Designation and the responses to data requests Nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful.
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Response

It is hereby verified that all of the facts contained in the attached Request for ETC
Designation and the responses to the above data requests are true and correct

LT

Dated

WP

Ma Tite/

SWORN TO BEFORE
/oK day of Nevem

NOTARY PUBLIC
=3

VILLAM O. CHASE

142134/31_6011.DOC




Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that an original and eleven copies of the above and foregoing
Request for ETC Designation by Valley Telephone Company were sent via Federal
Express on the 12th day of November, 1997, to the following:

William Bullard

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

and a true and correct copy was sent by Federal Express to the following:

Rolayne Wiest

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

and a true and correct copy by Federal Express to the persons on the attached list.

ﬁg@!
Jean J. Hunsinger

14370932WS01! DOC




Camron Hoseck

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Max Tite

Valley Telephone Company
1203 Ninth Avenue SE
Watertown, SD 57201

Thomas R. Farm

Olsen Thiclen & Co.
223 Little Canada Road
St. Paul, MN 55117

14370932W$0 1! DOC
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF )

VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) SUPPLEMENTAL
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) INFORMATION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) DOCKET TC97-182

Valley Telephone Company offers single party service to all of its customers.
Respectfully submitted,

SWORN TOQ BEFORE ME this
[srday of Decembar 1997

Lias: 0.04s.

NOTARY PUBLIC

"WMILLAM O. CHASE
| e v
- .‘J .V'»ﬂ\\—_

LEAL
™)
«,................._]

14352934@4011.DOC

€VO'ON Zp:71 26,70 230




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY VALLEY ) FINDINGS OF FACT,
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION )  CONCLUSIONS OF LAW,
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS )  ORDER AND NOTICE OF
CARRIER ) ENTRY OF ORDER

) TC97-182

On November 13, 1997, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a request
for designation as an eligible telecommunications camier (ETC) from Valley Telephone Company
(Valley Telephone). Valley Telephone requested designation as an eligible telecommunications
carnier within the local exchange areas that constitute its service area

The C y notice of the filing and the intervention deadline
to interested individuals and entities. No person or entity filed to intervene. By order dated
November 21, 1997, the Commission set the hearing for this matter for 1:30 p.m. on December 2,
1997, in Room 464, State Capito!, Pierre, South Dakota

The hearing was held as scheduled. At the hearing, the Commission granted Valley
Telephone a one year waiver of the requirement to provide toll control service within its service area
At its December 11, 1997, meeting, the Commission granted ETC designation to Valley Telephone
and designated its study area as its service area

Based on the evidence of record, the Commission enters the following Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law

FINDINGS OF FACT
1
On November 13, 1997, the Commission received a request for designation as an ETC from
Valley Telephone. Valley Telephone requested designation as an ETC within the local exchange

areas that constitute its service area. Valley T serves the in South
Dakota: Browns Valley (338). Exhibit 1

Pursuant to 47 US C. § 214(e)(2). the Commission is required to designate a common
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated
by the Commission

Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 214(e)(1), a common camier that is designated as an ETC is eligible
1o receive universal service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either using its own facilities or a
combination of its own facilities and resale of another camier's services. The carrier must also
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services using media of general
distribution




AdD

O AN

w

The Federal Ci C (FCC) has the g services or
ft as those by federal I service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade
access to the public switched network; (2) local usage ) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its
functional equal, (4) single party service or its fi (5) access to 9
services, (6) access lo operator services; (7) access to mlerexchange service, (8) access to
directory and (9) toll for ] 47CFR §
54.101(a)

\

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and Link
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 CF.R. § 54.405; 47 CF.R. § 54.411

vi

Valley Telephone offers voice grade access to the public network to all
throughout its service area. Exhibit 1

i

Valley Ti offers local service an amount of local usage free of
per minute charges to all consumers throughout its service area. Id

Vi

Valley Telephone offers dual tone multi
service area. |d

X

Valley Telephone offers single party service to all consumers throughout its service area.
Exhibit 2

X

Valley Telephone offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout its
service arez  Exhibit 1

Xi

Valley Telephone offers access to operator services to all consumers throughout its service
area. Id

X

Valley Telephone offers access to interexchange services to all consumers throughout its
service area. |d

Xl

Valley Telephone offers access to
service area. Id




XV

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers
is toll limitation. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(9). Toll limitation consists of both toll blocking and toll
control. 47 CF.R. § 54.400(d). Toll control is a service that allows consumers to specify a certain
amount of toll usage that may be incurred per month or per billing cycle. 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(c). Toll
blocking is a service that lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47
CF.R.§54.400(b)

XV

Valley Telephone offers toll blocking to all consumers throughout its service area. Exhibit

Xxvi

Valley Telephone does not currently offer toll control. |d. In order for Valley Telephone to
provide toll control, additional usage tracking and storage capabilities will have to be installed in its
local switching equipment. Valley Telephone is attempting to determine whether the necessary
software has been developed and when it might become available. |d

Xvii
Valley Telephone stated that it is faced with its ability

to make toll control service available and requested a waiver from the requirement to provide such
service. |d

Xvii

With respect to the to the of services by the federal

universal service support mechanism and the charges for those services using media of general
distribution, Valley Telephone stated that it advertises the availability of its local exchange services
in media of general distribution throughout its service area. However, Valley Telephone has not
generally advertised the prices for these services. |d. Valley Telephone stated its intention to
comply with any 9 ped by the C Id

XIX

Valley Telephone does not currently offer Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in its

Id. Valley Telep will offer the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in all of its

service area beginning January 1, 1998, in accord-nce with 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417,
inclusive. |d

XX

The Commission finds that Valley Telephone currently provides and will continue to provide
the services or throughout its service area: (1) voice grade access to the
public switched network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling; (4) single-party
service; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator services; (7) access to
interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low-
income consumers
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XXI

The Commission finds that pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(c) it will grant Valley Telephone
a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control services until De 31,1998 The Ci
finds that prevent Valley T from p g toll control at this time
due to the difficulty in the y software to provrde the service.

XX
The Commission finds that Valley Telephone intends to provide Lifeline and Link Up
programs to qualifying customers throughout its service area consistent with state and federal rules
and orders

XX

The Commission finds that Valley T shall the y of the services
supported by the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor throughout
its service area using media of general distribution once each year. The Commission further finds
that if the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal service support mechanism
changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general distribution.

XXIV

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), the C. Valley T
sluay area as its service area

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
I

The Commission has junisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31,
and47USC §214

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required to designate a common
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated
by the Commission

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(1), a common carrier that is designated as an ETC is eligible
to receive universal service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either using its own facilities or a
combination of its own facilities and resale of another camier's services. The carrier must aiso
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services using media of general
distribution

v

The FCC has the g services or as those
federal universal service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade access to the public svmched
network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-fi " its equal; (4) single
party service or its functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency servnus (6) access to operator

4




services; (7) access to interexchange service, (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll
forq ying low-income 47 CF.R. §54.101(a)

v

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and Link
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.405, 47 CF.R. § 54.411

vi

Valley T has met the req of 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a) with the exception of
the ability to offer toll control. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(c), the Commission concludes that
Valley Telepl has that justify granting it a waiver of the

requirement to offer toll control until December 31, 1998

i

Valley Telephone shall provide Lifeline and Link Up prog to
throughout its service area consistent with state and federal rules and orders.

il

Valley Ti shall the of the services supported by the federal
universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor using media of general distribution
once each year. If the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal service support
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised using media of general distribution

X

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), the C i Valley T¢ 's current
study area as its service area

The C as an eligible telecommunications carier for
its service area

Itis therefore

ORDERED, that Valley Telephone's current study area is designated as its service area; and
itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone skl be granted a waiver of the requirement
to offer toll control services until December 31, 1998; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone shall follow the advertising requirements as
listed above; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone is designated as an eligible
telecommunications carrier for its service area




NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entered on the _/Qday of December,
1997. Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or
failure to accept delivery of the decision by the parties

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _/ jay of December, 1997

BY ORDER OF THE COMy)ISSION

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that ths
document has been served foday upon all partes of
record in thes docket, a5 ksted on the docket senvice
kst by facsimie or by first class mad, in proparly
adoressed enysiopes, wih charges prepaid hereon

/

/) )
8y {Jdg/lgw', j/} /‘Q{IJ =ik f
PAM NELSON, Commissioner
/

om LI NE/T gy

LOER, missioner

(OFFICIAL SEAY
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