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RECEIVED 

NOV I l 1991 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Re: In lhc Matter or the Request of Volley Telephone Company for Dcsignatilm us un 
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
SDPUC Docket No. TC97-

Dca.r Mr. Bullard: 

Ern;losed please find the original and clc,·cn copies of the Request for ETC Designation 
on behalf of Valley Telephone Company. Also enclosed is n Ccr1ilico1c of Service. 
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Enclosures 
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MOSS & BARNETT 
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South Dale.on TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public Unlme:s CommLSsion 
St21e C:ap1tol 500 E. C:ap1tol Thew-tMl~tMf'Vtc.fllingtlhlllltw:Cormiitdonhatrte~l:,,ttw:ptriodol: 

Pierre, SD 5750 1-5070 11/07/97 through 11 / 13/97 
Phone: (800) 332• 1782 

F.ax: f60S) n 3. l809 
lfpu nMC1•~CoS11 of • Nino r-..cr, OYefNgihteq,rnMCI, O#mai'-d lo)'Oll. pleat,ec:onc.et o.wne l<olbowilNn nvecgy, otUtlt Nlng. 

DOCKET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVENTION 

NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

ORDER OPENING DOCKET 
In ,ts Order on Reconsideration in Docket TC&e-184, In the Matter of the Peblion fOf Arbitration on Behalf of AT&T 
Communications ol lhe MdwNt Inc.. wlh U S WEST Communlcalions. Inc., the Commission stated that the prices. terms, and 
conditions set by the Corm1illion in that dodr.et WSl'8 iltenn prices. turms, and condiSons. The Commission further stated that 

opened 
TC97-181 lwoold open a new docket lo set ponnaMnl prices, terms, and concfitiorrs for interconnection with U S WEST. At its October 

11/07197 
11128/97 

28, 1997, meeting, the CommiAk>n cor.sidered whether to open a docket lo set permanent prices. terms, and conditions for 
lnterconoedion with US 'NEST. US WEST and AT&T both staled that lhttV had no objection to the Commission opening the 
docket The Commisak>n unaninr-i.. voled to ooen the docket 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Valley Telephone Company pursuanl to -47 U.S.C . 21 -4(e) arki "7 C.F.R. 5-4201 hereby seeks designalion as an eligible 
lelecommunical>Ons carrier within the local exchange areas lhal constrtutes its service area In South Dakota. Valley is the 

TC87-112 lacilitles-based k>cal exehange carrier presently providing local exchange telecommunications services In the following 11 /13197 11128/97 
exchange In South Dakota; (605) 338 Browns Valley, Valley, to its knowledge, is the only carrier meeting tho e'-01bllty 
reoullements of -47 U.S.C. 21-4{e) end 47 C.F.R. 542 01 In its exchanoes. (Slaff: HB/KCI 

Farmers Mul\Jal Tolophono Company pursuant lo -47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 C.F.R. 54.201 hereby seeks dHignatlon as an 
elyble telecommurkalions carriet 'Mlhln the local .. change a1oas that constitutes its service area In South Dakota. Farme,. 

TC97-1S3 IS !he facilities-based local exchange ca1rier presenUy proW:hng local exchange lelecommunicatlons ser.,ces in the following 11113/97 11/28197 
H change In South Dakota: (605) 324 Marietta. Farmers. to Its knowledge, is lhe only carrier meebng the ehgibil!ty 
reoulrements of 47 U.S.C 214(e) and "7 C.F.R. 54.201 In its exchanaes. (Staff: HS/CH} 

TheCheyenM RNerS.OUXTfb TelephoneAuthofty(TelephoneAuthorty)pursuant to 47 USC. 21 4(e) and 47 C F.R 54 201 
has been grantod eligible l&lecommunications carrier status by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tnbe, and lor reasons setfor1h in !Is 
pebtlon states that lhe Commission does not have jurildiction to designate the Telephone Authonty as an eligible 

TC97-1S4 telecommurw:abons came, . In the atternabve, in the evanl that the CommlSSion concludes that it has junsdtetion 10 designate 1111 3197 11128/97 
etlgibht letecommunications carriers Within the exterior boundanes or the Cheyenne RNer Indian Reservation, which the 
T elephone Authonty does not concede , the Telephone Authority meets the requilements !or de51gnat1on as an eligible 
t11!11eommunir:ahnnlt carrier I r its ...... ~ .. '"tea l~t11lf: HBICHl 

in,,,onan& Hak• r ... c--.- .. ~ •""'d lN.otNC-- ' '°"'_..,.._,_ _ _ ~flOIII-INCo,mM_-., 1:----e ,1a r .. ..,-.....111 ~ - "•"° ... ,._..,._ .... .. .,,.~ 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIERS: 

DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

NEBCOM, INC. 

RED RIVER TELECOM, INC. 

VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE 
AUTHORITY 

CONSOUOATEDTELEPHONECOOPERATIVE 

CTC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

TC97-176 

TC97-177 

TC97-179 

TC97-180 

TC97-183 

TC97-184 

TC97-185 

TC97-186 

The South Dakota Pubhc Utilities Commission (Commission) received requests from the 
above captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as el,gible 
tekK:ommunications carriers. 

The Conmssion electronicaUy transmitted notice of the filings and the intervention deadline.s 

to interested individuals and entities. 

z 
C) 
C/) 

The Commissic.n has jurisdiction over this f'llatter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26 and 49-
31 , including 1-2£ -18. 1-26-19, 49-31 ·3, 49-31-7, 49-31 -7.1, ◄9-31 - 11 , and 47 U.S .C. § 214{e)(1) 
through (5). 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows: (1) \llhether the above captioned 
tetecommunicaUons companies should be granted designation as eligible telecommunications 
carriers, and (2) what service areas shall be established by the Commission. 

A hearing shall be held at 1:30 P.M., on Tuesday, December 2, 1997, in Room 464, State 
Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to SOCL 
Olapter 1-26. All pa,ties have the right to be present and to be represented by an attorney. These 
rights and other due process rights shall be fOffeited if not exercised at the hearing. If you or your 
representative fail to appear at the time and place set for the hearing, the Final Oecisk>n will be 
based solety on the testimony and evidence provided, if any, during the hearing or a Final Decision 
may be issued by default pursuant to SOCl 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commissk>n will consider 
all evidence and testimony that was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter 
Fndings of Feet. C.ondusions of Law, and• Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above captioned 
telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier, 
and the Commission shall establish seMCe areas for eligible telecommunications carriers. The 
Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties to the state Circuit Court and the state 
Supreme Court as provkled by law. It rs therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be hekS at the time and place specified above on the issues 
of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be granted designation as 
eliOib'e telecommunicalions carrieB, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunications earners. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Ad, this hearing is being held in a physteally 
accessible location. Ptease contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-332-1782 at least 48 
hours prior to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements can be made to accommodate 
you. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this _J_j__ day of November. 1997 

CERTlF!CATE Of SER\ltCE 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 
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Re: In the Matter of the Request of Val ley Telephone Company for Designation as :m 
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
SDPUC Dockc1 No. TC97- 182 

Enclosed plensc find a copy of the Supplemental Information 10 the Request for ETC 
Designation on behalf of Valley Telephone Company. Also enclosed is a Certific,nc of Service. 

MJB/jjh 
Enclosure 
1"71 09/JSSDO I' OCX: 

Very truly yours. 

MOSS & BARNETT 
A Profcssionnl Association 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITI ES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

Jff(' VED 

,7 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 
VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRI ER 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION 

DOCKET TC97-182 

3LJC 
~N 

. ec1· -L V• 1 7 
FA.XRcce1v ~ 

Valley Telephone Company offers single party sef'\·icc 10 all of its customers. 

SWOR TO BEFORE ME this 
fu: cJayof J,e,, ... L.- . 1997 

l~ ( u,__ 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

Wlt.l.lAM O ':H>.Sf 

-·, ~ '!: ~ .. ~ 
"' __ .:c1s, ll_ •It _J 

Respectfully submincd. 



Crnifiratc: of&:O'ic:r 

1 hcrcb)' ccniry lhnt copies or the above and foregoing Supplemenlal 
ln formnlion to the Rcqucs1 for ETC Designation b)' Valley Telephone Company were 
sent vio Federal Express on the 1st day or November. 1997. 10 the following: 

Rolaync Wies! 
South Dnko1a Public U1ili1ics Commission 
Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. South Dnkom 57501 

and a true and correct copy by Fcdcml Express or Uni ted States Mail. postage prcpaidto 
the persons on the au.ached list. 

, l!u... I rL~~ 
Jean J. Hunsinger 

14l709'lZ\lo'SOl · I)()( 



Camron l-loSt."'Ck 
South Dakom Public Utilities Commission 
Sm1e of South Dakota 
500 Ea.sl Capilol 
PierTC, Sou1h Dakota 57501 

Max Tile 
Valley Te lephone Company 
1203 Ninth Avenue SE 
Waterto"'n. SD S7201 

Thomas R. Fann 
Olsen Thielen & Co. 
223 Linle Canada Road 
St.Poul.MN 55 11 7 

Harlan Best 
South Dakota Public Utili1ics Commission 
Staie of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol 
Pierrt'. South Dakota 57501 

14J709/l2W$01!.IX>C 



THE PUBLI C UT ILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

--------------------------------------
Itt THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIE S FOR DESIGNATI ON AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

7 CARRIERS: 

8 DIC KEY RU RA L TELEPHONE COOPERATIV~ 

9 DICKEY RURAL CO MMUN ICATIONS, INC. 

10 NEBC OM, INC . 

11 RED RIVER TELECOM, I NC . 

12 VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

13 FARMERS MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

14 CH EYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE 
AUTHORITY 

CONSOLIDATE D TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

CTC CO MMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

RECEIVED 
) 

: DEC O 5 1997 
>SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
) UTILITIES COMMISSION 
) 

) 

) 

) TC97-176 
) 

l TC9 7-177 
) 

) TC97 - 179 
) 

l TC97-1B0 
) 

l TC97 - 182 
) 

) TC97-183 
) 
) TC97 - 184 
) 
) 

) TC97 - 185 
) 

) TC97 - 186 
) 

IS 

I 6 

17 

1 8 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2 3 

______________________________________ ) 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

PROCEEDING$: 

24 PUC COMMISSION · 

2S 

December 2, 1997 
l: 30 l-. M. 
Room 464, Ca p itol Building 
Pierre, South Dakota 

Jim Burg, Chairman 
Laska Schoenfelder, Commissioner 
Pam Ne lson, Commissioner 



A P E A R A N C E 

COMMISSION STAFF 
3 ~ Rolayne Ailts Wiest 

Ca mren Hoseck 
Har l an Best 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ALSO PRESENT: Richardo . . Coit 
P.O. Box 57 
Pierre, SD 57501 

WITNESSES· 

Harlan Best 

N P E X 



R O C E E P I N G S 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Okay . I 'll beg i n the hearing 

for the d o cke t s relat ing to eligible telecommun icat io ns 

de si gnati on. The t i me i s approximate ly 1 :30, it woul d 

s be about 1: 4 0 . The date is December 2 nd, 1997; and the 

l ocation o f the hear1ng is Room 46 4, State Cap itol , 

P i err e , South Da kot a. 

I am Jim Burg, Commission Cha i rman. 

9 Co mmissio ne rs Laska Schoenfelder and Pam Ne lson are 

10 a l so pre sent. I 'm presi d ing o ver this hearing . This 

1 1 hearing wa s noticed pursu3nt to the Commissi o n's Order 

12 For and Notice of Hear i ng issu ed November 21, 1997. 

13 The issue at this he ar i ng shall be as 

14 f ol lows: Whet her the requesti ng telecommunications 

15 c o mpan ies shoul d be granted designat io n as eligible 

16 te l ecommu n icat ion c arr iers; and, two, wha t service 

17 are as shall be established by the Commission. 

18 All par ties ha ve the r ight to b e presen t and 

1 9 c o be represented b y an attorney. All pe rsona so 

20 test1fyin g will b ~ sworn in and subject to 

2 1 cross • examination by the parties . The Commission's 

22 f i nal decisi o ns may be appeale d by the parties to the 

23 State Ci r cuit Court a nd S t ate Supreme Court. 

2 4 Rol ayn e Wi est wil l act as Co mm ission 

25 cou nse l. She may prov ide re co mmended rul i ngs on 



procedural and evidentiary matters. The Commission may 

2 overrule its counsel's prelim i nary rulings throughout 

the hearing. If not overruled , th e preliminary rulings 

will become the final rulings . 

And at this time I will turn it over to 

Rolay ne for the hearing. 

MS. WIEST: Let 's start with TC97 -1 76. First 

8 of all, Rich, wh o are y ou representing t od ay? 

MR. COIT: I 'm appea ring for four of the 

1 0 companies listed in the order for the Notice o f Hear i ng 

11 and that is Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative , Dickey 

12 Rural Communicacio n s, Inc., Red River Telecom, Inc., 

13 and Cheyenne River Siou x Tribe Telephon e Authority. 

" MS. WIE ST: ls anyone else represent i ng t he 

15 othe r companies? Apparently not. 

16 MR . HOSECK: Not to my knowledge . 

1 7 MS. WIEST: Okay. We ll. let's take 

18 appearances. Rich, you ' ve a l r eady entered you r 

19 appearance. St a ff. 

2 0 

21 Staff. 

22 

MR. HOSECK: Camron Hose ck on beha lf of 

MS. WIEST: We'll begin with TC97-17 6. F i rst 

23 of all, I have one exhibit listed. Can we have a 

24 motion to move t hat exhibit in? 

25 MR . COIT: Yes. On behalf o f Dickey Rural 



Telephone Cooperative, I would move f o r the admittance 

into the record of Exh i bit No. 1, wh ich is their 

request for ETC designation and dated Octobe r 28, 1997 . 

MS . WIEST: Any objection? 

MR. HOS ECK: No objectio~. 

MS. WIE ST : If not, that has been admitted. 

7 Are the r e any questions concerning chis docket? Do you 

have anyth in g to add? 

MR . COIT: I don't have anything to add 

10 beyon d t he applica tion . I believe they responded to 

11 t he single party serv i ce question adequately, and also 

12 I hope they've responded to the toll control to the 

13 Commission's satisfaction. 

14 MS. WIEST : Yes. My only question is they 

15 didn't have a time frame, s o I assume i t would be the 

16 one-year wa ive r for t o ll control? 

17 MR . COIT : Yeah . I spoke with Roger Johnson, 

18 who is the manager f or Dickey Rural Co-op and Dickey 

19 Rural Communications , yesterday and he indica ted that a 

20 one-year wa ive r wou ld be just fine. 

21 

22 

MS. WIE ST: Okay . Is there a motion? 

CHA IR MA N BURG: I'll move we grant appr oval 

23 of Dicke y Rural Telephone Co-op's ET C request with the 

2 4 two wa ive rs . 

2S MS . WI EST: I'm sorry, I believe I thought at 



this time we were o n l y doi ng wa ivers and we were going 

to d o all the approvals next the 1 1th. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: You're r ight. I'll move we 

grant the wa ivers for both th e s ingle party service 

s and · · 

CO MM ISSION ER SCHOENFELDER: We don 't need a 

7 wa!ver fo r single pa rty, I believe . 

MS . WIE ST: We on ly need the one-year coll 

9 control. 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

CHA I RMAN BUR G: Yea h, on e · year toll cont r ol. 

COMMISSION ER NELSON: I ' d second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'd concur. 

MS. WIEST : Let's go to TC97 - 177. And I ha ve 

14 one e xh ibit. 

15 MR. COIT: Yes. And I woul d at th i s time 

16 make a motion to admit i nto t he reco rd the request for 

17 ETC designatio~ of Dickey Rural Communications, I nc., 

18 ~hich has been marked Exhibit 1, which is also dat ed 

19 October 28 th , 1997. 

2 0 

21 

22 

MS . WIEST: Any objection? 

MR . HOSECK: None . 

MS. WIEST: If not, i t's been admitted. Any 

23 que stions c oncerning thi s docket? If not, I believe 

24 this docket needs a one- year wa iver o n tol l con t rol. 

25 Is t here a motion? 



COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd move that we grant 

2 a wa ive r for the toll cont r ol in TC97-177. 

1 0 

CO MMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Seconded. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Co n c ur. 

MS . WIEST: We'll move on to TC97 - 179. 

have t wo ex hibits. Is there a mo t ion ? 

CO MMI SSIONER NELSON: No wa i vers? 

MS . WIEST: Wou ld staff ca r e to move these 

in? 

MR . HOSECK: Yeah, I'll make a motion to move 

11 i n the request f o r ETC designa t ion on behalf of Neb com 

12 Inc., and a supplemental affidavit of November 24, 

13 1997. 

14 MS . WIEST: And tho se would be Exhib its land 

15 2. Any o b j ection? If n o t , the y are adm i tted. And for 

16 this, my understanding is that all they need is the 

17 one - year wa iver for the t oll contro l. 

l B CO MM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Okay . And I 

1 9 would mov e w~ gr an t the o ne -ye ar wa i ver for coll 

20 co nt r ol t o Nebcom 1n TC 9 7 - l79. 

21 

22 

23 

CHAIRMAN BU RG : I 'll second it. 

CO MM ISSIONE R NELSON: And I concur . 

~s. WIEST: Mov ing on to TC97-18 0. I have 

24 one exhi b it 1n this docket . Is there a mot ion? 

25 MR . COIT: Yes. Richa rd Coit on behalf of 



Red Ri ver Te l ecom, In c . I wo u l d move to admit their 

request for ETC des i gnation marked Exhibit No. 1, wh i ch 

i s dated November 3 rd, 1 997 . I wou ld al so note that I 

spoke wi th Mr. Arden Do ran, and he is agreeable or 

S wo u l d r e quest the one-year wa i ver with respect to toll 

co n tro se rv ices . 

MS . WIEST: Any o bjection t o Exhibit l ? 

MR . HOS ECK: No o b j e c tion . 

MS . WIES T: I f not , it's been admitted. Is 

10 there a mo t io n ? 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one-year 

12 wa i ve r o f to ll control for Red River Telecom, Inc. 

1 3 

14 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

15 MS . WIEST : We' l l move on to TC97-182. 

16 ha ve two exh i b i ts. Is there a motion? 

17 MR. HOSECK : I would move the request for ETC 

18 d e s!gnation o n beha l f o f Valley Telephone Company. 

19 Thi s i s November 1 0, 1997 , and a supplemental affidavit 

20 of December l, 19 97, i nt o evidence. 

21 MS , WIEST : Any objection? If not, i t's been 

2 2 adm i tted . And this application also needs the one - year 

23 wa i ver for t oll c o ntro l. 

2 4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one-year 

25 wa i ver of t o ll control to Valley Telephone Company. 



COMMISSIONER NELSON: I second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Then I'll move o n to TC97-183. 

have t wo exhibits -- three exhibits . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Three . 

MR. HOS ECK: I would move the request for ETC 

7 designation on behalf of Farmers Mu tual Telephone 

8 Company of November 10, 1997, and a sup plementa l 

~ aff 1davit of November 26th, 1997, into evidence. 

10 MS . WI EST: Is there any o b jec t ion to 

11 Exhibits l through 3? If not, they've bee n adm itted. 

12 MR. HOSEC K: Excuse me, there is a cle r ical 

13 thing. We actually have three affidavits, three 

14 exhibits . I only mentioned t wo . There is another 

1S supplemental affidavit that I wou ld move in of November 

16 18, 1997. 

17 MS. WIEST : Ok ay. I have Exh ibits 1, 2 and 

18 3 . Any o bject ion? If not, the y have been admitted . 

19 And in this instance I believe they need a wa i ver on 

2 0 t o ll control. ! t d 1 n't request a specific time 

21 period, but I'd re c ~mmend the one-ye ar wa iver. 

22 CO MMIS SIONER SCHOENFELDER: I would move that 

23 we gran t a waiver f o r toll con trol for one year to 

2 ~ Farmers Mutual Te l ephone Company . which is TC97-183. 

25 MS . WIEST : At this point we will go to 



10 

T C97 - 185. And this d o cket, I believe, I have o ne 

2 exh i bit . Is there a moti o n? 

MR. HOSECK: I would move the r equest for ETC 

des i gnation on behalf o f Co nsolida ted Telephone 

s Cooperat i ve, dated November 17, 1997, i nto evidence. 

10 

MS. WIE ST: I s there any objection? If not, 

i t' s been admitted. Agai n, in this one they d idn't 

s peci f ically re q uest a t i me period, but I'd re commend 

t h e on e - year wa i ver o n the t oll c o ntrol. 

CHAIR MAN BURG: I'll move we g rant a one - year 

11 wa ~ve r o f t o ll contro l to Consolidated Te lephon e 

12 Cooperative. 

13 

14 

COMMISS IONER NELSON: I'd secon d . 

COM MI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

1 5 MS. WIEST: The n we go t o TC 9 7 -1 86, and I 

16 have t wo exhibits. Is the re a motion? 

17 MR . HOSECK: I would move the request for ETC 

18 d e s i gnation on beha l f o f CTC Communicat io n s , Inc. , i nto 

19 e1 i d e nce , the request be i ng dated Nov ember 11, 19 91, 

20 a n d the supplement t o that of November 26th , 19 91. 

2 1 wo u l d move both o f t h o se into evidence. 

2 2 MS . WIEST : Any objec tio n? If no t, they 've 

2 3 been admitted . Aga i n, they are requesting waiver from 

2 ~ t oll control. No time peri o d was specified. I' d 

25 r eco mmend t h e o ne year . 
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CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a one-year 

2 waiver o f toll control for CTC Communications, 

Inco rpo rated. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : At this time I guess we'll go off 

the reco rd and wa it for further information on 

8 TC97 - 184. 

1 0 

(AT THIS TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN. ) 

MS . WIEST : Let 's go back on the record . 

11 TC97-18~. At th is time I have one exhibit. 

12 MR . COIT: Yes. This is Richa r d Coi t 

13 representing CRST today. In addition to that exhibit, 

1 4 I thin k there was a motion that attorneys for Cheyenne 

15 River Sioux Tribe had filed asking for the motion to 

16 take some adm i nistrative notice. 

17 

18 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

MR . COIT: And I'd appreciate it if you could 

1 9 rule on that as we ll. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is c.here 

MS . 

any 

MR. 

MS. 

MR. 

MS. 

WIE ST: 

o bject. io n 

HOSECK : 

WIEST : 

HOS ECK: 

WIE ST: 

Okay. First of all, Exhibit 1, 

t o Exhibit l being admitted? 

That's the application? 

That's the application. 

No o b j ection. 

If not, it has been admitted. 
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1 Then is there any comment on the motion for 

admi n ist rative notice of related proceedings? 

MR . HOS ECK: Yes. Staff would resist the 

motion on the basis that the motion calls fo r the 

Comm1ssion to r eview the entire proceedings in the 

6 TC94·122 case , whi ch is the sale of exchanges, as the 

7 grou nd s for granting the ETC designat i on . The basis of 

res isti ng this is that it 's a burdens o me request which 

is place d upon t h e Commission to go through chat entire 

10 record to extrac t those facts . And , secondly, J . 0. 

11 Wi lli ams has subm i tted an affidavit dated November 13, 

12 1997, whic h d oe s set out, at least for t h e most p.-:\r t , 

13 the a bility o f t he Ch eyenne River Telephone Authority 

14 t o meet these requ i rements . s~ the objection is 

15 r esisted on the basis of it 's burdens ome and it's 

16 redundant in tha t the ev i dence is a l ready i n the record 

17 b y reaso n of Mr . Willi a ms · af fi dav i t . 

18 MS . WIEST: We ll, on the i ssue of bu rdensome, 

19 actua ly 1n their applica~ion they do referenc e 

20 specific page numbers in ex hiblts, so I don't believ e 

21 that it is ne cessarily burdensome. It may be that the 

22 aff1davit d oes cover all this, but I would recommend 

23 that the Commissio n grant the mot i on . 

2 4 

2S 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The motion to do what aga i n? 

MS . WIE ST: Motion for adm i n istrative notice 
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of ot her proceedings. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we do grant 

adm ini s t rative no ti ce. 

CO MMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMIS SIO NER SCHOENFELDER: I can concur, I 

6 guess. I thi nk it is probabl y redundant but it's 

7 oka y . 

MS. WIEST : Okay. That's been granted three 

to zero. And then the ot her point I would make is that 

10 reading the a ffidavit by Mr. Williams, it is 

11 confusi ng . I bel ieve he re ferenc es toll blocking when 

12 he a c tually means toll cont rol . And I would like that 

13 t o be clarified in a late-filed exhibit. Plus , another 

14 cl ar i fication needs to be made concern i ng Lifeline and 

lS Lin k Up services. Spe cifically. that as with the othe r 

16 parties h ave stated that Cheyenne River will comply 

:7 wit h th e FCC rules regarding Lifeline and Link Up 

18 services. Is there anything else? And if th o se t wo 

19 cla rif icat ions coul d be made within a late - filed 

20 e x hi bit, the Commission wi ll consider that late-filed 

21 exhibit and i ntends o ru le on all ETC applications on 

22 Dece mber 11t h. Ar e there any quest io ns ? Anything from 

23 staff on that ? 

24 

25 

MR. HOSECK: No thing further fr om staff. 

MS . WI EST: Does staff have any wit nesses ? 



MR . HOSECK: Yes. Staff has a wi tness, 

Har l an Best, who! would c all to the stand at th i s 

time. 

HARLAN BBST, 

cal ed as a witness , be i ng flr&t duly s wor n, 

e xa mined and testified a s follo ws: 

DIRECT EXAMINATI ON 

8 BY MR . HOSEC K: 

And fo r purposes of the record. Mr . Best, 

10 test i mony will be d i rected t o all o f the applicants of 

11 this proceed ing as it' s no t i ced to date . I ha ve an 

12 exhibit wh ich ha s been ma rk ed as Staff's Exh i bit 1, 

11 whi ch I have distr i buted to the Commission at t his t i me 

H and 1 will mov e into eviden c e just a little bit later . 

15 St a te your name f o r the record, please. 

16 

l 7 

18 

A. 

o. 

A. 

Har l a n Best. 

What's your job ? 

I am deputy director o f fixed uti lit ies wi th 

19 the Public Utilities Commi ss io n, South Dak ot a . 

20 And ar e you fami liar with the doc kets as are 

21 no ti c ed in t o day's proceeC:ng for appl ications f or 

22 eligible t el ecommunications c arr i ers ? 

23 A. Yes. 

2 4 And are thos e the same companies that are 

25 liste d o n S ta ff Exhi b it No . l? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And could you explain briefly f or the re cord 

what Staff Exhibit No. l is? 

A. Exhibit 1 is a com p i lat ion of the respective 

5 eligible t e lecommunicat io ns ca rr iers• requests that are 

before the Commission today. 

Do you have any co rrections or additi o ns that 

8 you wish to make to Staff Exhibit No. l ? 

A . I be lieve the one for column under Cheyenne 

10 River Sioux Tr i be Telephone Aut hority, I bel i eve it 's 

11 correct as stated. But the Commission ha s requested 

12 furt her i n formation fr om CRST, specifically from the 

13 mana ger . J. O. Williams, whi c h would clarify the toll 

1~ control and the CRST 's in tent to i mp leme nt Lifeline, 

15 Link Up . 

16 MR . HOSECK: Okay . With that correc tion, or 

17 with that cl arifi cation, 1 woul d move Staf f Exhib it No. 

18 1 into the record. 

19 MS. WI ES T: Any objection? If not, it's been 

20 admi t ted . 

2 l Okay. With reg ard to the appl icants as 

22 notice d in the se proceedings today, have you reviewed 

23 their abil i ty to meet the criteria set forth i n 47 

2~ C.F.R. Section 5 ~ .lOl {a )? 

25 A . Yes. Each of the compan i es did respond to 



those, to the nine items set forth under that 

requirement. 

16 

o. And with regard to the Lifeline and Link Up 

requirement, was there a respons e from all of the 

5 appli c ants on that? 

A. Yes, there was . 

Q. And with regarding the d esi gnat ing of a 

serv ic e area, wa s there a respons e from the applicants 

9 on that iss ue? 

10 A . Yes . The Responden ts -- or the app lican ts 

11 stated the ex c hanges and the p r efixes whe re the ETC 

12 request woul d apply. 

13 o . And with regard to t h e advert i s ing of 

14 services that might be avail able on an exchange-wide 

15 bas is , did the applicants address th a t issue? 

16 A. Yes. The app l icants st ated th a t they woul d 

17 be willi ng to advertise on a going -fo r ward basis in 

18 accordance with any speci f :c advertising sta ndards that 

19 the Commission may develo p . T he CRST stat es that they 

20 are advertising presently in me d i a of general 

21 distribu t ion in their se r vice area. 

22 o. Based upon your revie w of t hese facts as 

23 represented by these applicants, in your opinion, h av e 

24 the applicants presented the facts ne c essary for t h e 

25 Comm ' ssion to decide this ETC designation? 
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A. With the exception of CRST , ye s. 

Q. Okay. And with regard t o advertising 

services exchange - wi de, do you have a reco mmenda tion to 

the Commission f or a provision to be i ncluded in an 

s order which would come ou t of these proceedings? 

10 

A . Yes. 

And wh at i s that re commendation ? 

A. That the telephone companies advertise the i r 

race s annua lly or whenever a rate changes . 

o. And, finall y, do yo u ha ve an opinion as to 

11 whether or not the applicants qual i fy for an ETC 

12 designation? 

13 A . Yes, I bel i eve they do, with the caveat aga i n 

14 o n CRST re ceiv ing -- the Commission receiv i ng 

15 add itiona l informat ion. 

16 MR . HOSECK : I have no further quest io ns of 

17 this witness . 

18 MS . WIEST : Any questions? Any further 

19 w1 ne sses ? 

20 MR . HOS ECK: No f~rther wi tnesses . Staff 

21 rests. 

22 MS . WIEST: At this point I beli eve we can 

23 close t he hearing and make the fin a l decision s next 

2 < Thursday . 

25 (A DIS CUSSI ON WAS HELO OFF THE RECORD .) 
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MS. WIEST: Let's go back on the record. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well , I would 

just like to have Mr. Coit ask J. D. Williams at the 

Cheyenne River Telephone Autho rity if they don't have 

s more exchanges that they need co app ly for other than 

he Dupree and Isabel Exchanges; if, in fact, Eagll!: 

7 Butte would not be an exc hange that they would need ETC 

designation for; and perhaps there might even about 

9 another exchange in their tribal authority telephone 

10 service area that they would need an ETC designation 

11 for. 

12 

13 

1' 

MR. COIT: I will do that, Commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you . 

MS . WIEST: Ok ay. ls there anything else at 

15 this point? 

16 MR. HOSECK: If that is the case, is this 

17 something that c an be handled through a supplemental 

18 filing in this matter? 

19 MS. WIE ST: I believe the applicat ion might 

20 hav~ to be amended and then the questions whether also 

21 Mr. Williams would have to amend or put in a 

22 supplemental affidavit on this issue. Because we will 

23 need -- I mean we certainly need it o n the record that 

24 all of these exchanges are request i ng ETC designation. 

25 MR. HOSECK: Well , for the record, why don't 



19 

we just -- staff would just suggest that if that is 

their desire, then to have them go ahead and amend 

their application as it is presen tly before the 

commission and supplement their aff i davit to make sure 

that those criteria are met for those exchanges. And 

then staff has no objec t ion to the Commission 

7 consid ering it on the record as --

MS. WIEST: As a late-filed exhibit? 

MR. HOSECK: As a late-filed exhibit both as 

10 t o the amending of the petition a nd t he suppleme n t a l 

11 information that woul d be sent in. Does that sound 

12 like something --

13 

l< 

MR . COIT: That sounds very reasonable. 

COMMISSIO NER SCHOEN FELDER: I t's very 

15 p o ssible that, you know, I ma y be in error about there 

16 be ing -- those being separate exchanges, but I do think 

17 that since I feel that way about it, we need it 

18 clar"ified, at least. 

19 MS. WIEST: Okay. Any other questions or 

20 comments? Thank you. 

2 ! 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(T HE HEARIN CO NCLUDED AT 2:30 P. M.) 



STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

COU NTY OF HUGHES 

20 

I, Lori J. Grode, RMR, Notary Publ ic , in and 

for the State o f South Dako ta , do hereby certify that 

the above hearing, pages 1 t.hrough 19, i n clusive , was 

recorded stenograph icall y by me and reduced to 

typewriting. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing 

10 transcript of the said hearing is a true and correct 

11 transcript of the stenographic n otes at the time and 

12 place specified hereinbefore. 

13 I FURTHER CERTI FY that I am not a r elative or 

14 employee or attorney or counsel of any of the part ies, 

15 nor a relative or employee of such attorney or counse l, 

16 or financially interested directly or indirectly in 

17 this action. 

18 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

19 hand and seal of office at Pier re, South Dakota, this 

20 St 1 day of December, 199'7. 

21 
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NOV 1 t 1997 
BEFORE T IIE PUBLIC TILITIES COMMISSION SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA UTILITIES COMMISSION 

INTIIE MATTER OFTIIE REQUEST OF 
VALLE\' TELEPIIONE COMPANY 
t-'OR l>f..S IGNATION AS AN ELIGIBL E 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 

DOCKET TC97• 

Valley Telephone Compan)' ( .. Valley' '). pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(c) ::ind 47 C.F.R. 

§ 54.20 1. hereby seeks from the Public U1ilitics Commission ("Commission
00

) designation as o.n 

··eligible 1c\ecommunications carrier .. r ·ETC .. ) within the local exchange areas that consti1u1c its 

s.er\' icc area in South Dakota. In suppon of this request. Valley o ffers the followi ng. along with 

the nuachcd rc.<;ponscs 10 infonnntion R"qUCSlS from the Commission Siaff: 

I. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(c). it is !he Commission's responsibility 10 dcsign.:ue 

local exchanges carriers t"LECs- ) a.s ETCs or. in other words. 10 determine which LECs have 

assumed uni\'crsal scn ·ice obliga1ions consistent with the federal law nnd should be d~m1..-d 

eligible 10 rccd\'c federal uni\•ersal service suppon . At least one ETC is lo be des ignnlcd by the 

Commission fo r coch service area in the Suuc. 1 lowc\'Cr. in the case of areas served by .. Rural 

Telephone Companies··. the Commission ma)' not designate more thnn one LEC as an ETC 

wi 1hou1 first finding that such additional designation would be in the public in1cres1. Under 47 

.F.R. § 54.20 1. beginning January I. 1998 . only tck-communicu1ions carriers that have rccci\'ed 

designation from the Commission 10 scr\'c as an ETC within their SCl"\'icc urea " i ll be eligible 10 

rccci\·c federal uni\'~I ser.•1cc suppon. 

2. Vullcy is the foc ilitics-bascd LEC presently providing local exchange 

1elecommunica1io ns ser\'icCS in the follov.ing exchange in South Dakota: 



~ 
Browns Valley 

NXX ::it'O't'tl by ench 
)38 

Vul!C)'. to its knowledge. is the only carrier m1..-eling the eligibili ty rcquirc1111:nts or 47 

U.S.C. § 21-l(c) and 47 C.F.R. § 54.201 in its exchanges. 

3. Vullcy. in accord with 47 C.F.R. § 54.101. offers the fol lowing local exchange 

1ch..-communica1ions scn1iccs 10 all consumers throughout its service ;m:a: 

Voice grade access to the public switched network: 

Single pany. local cxch:mgc service. includ ing. an amount of local usugc free of per 

minute ch:irgcs undl·r a flt11 r.uc local sc:rvicc package and llS part of a measured 

local service offering: 

• Dual tone muhi-frequcncy signaling: 

Access 10 emergency services. such as 911 or enhanced 911 public services: 

Acccs..,; 10 operator scn•iccs: 

Access 10 in1cn:xchangc service: 

Access 10 din.-ctory assistance: and 

Toll blocking scr..,ice lo qua.lificd low-income customers. 

As noted above. Valley docs pro..,idc 10ll limitation scr..,icc in the fonn of toll b!ocking 10 

qualifying consumers. howcvcr. lhc nddi1ionnl toll limi1ation service of -1011 con1ro1··. ns defined 

in the new Federal Communications Commission ("FCC-) universal scr..,icc rules (47 C.F.R. 

§ 54.400(3);, is not pro..,ided. Valley is not aware that any LEC in South Dakota has a current 

cap.i.bili1y to pro..,idc such service. The FCC gave no i'ldica1ion prior to the release of its 

Uni\'ersal Service Order (FCC 97- 157) th:it toll control would be imposed as 30 ETC service 

requirement ond, 10 our in fommtion and belier. as a result. LECs natiom,ide arc not posi1ioncd 10 

make the service immediately available. In order for Valley 10 provide the service. addi1ional 

usage 1r.teking and storage capabi lities will have to be installt.-d in its local switching equipment. 

l ◄ :? l 09!J INII0 l! OOC 



At a minimum. the service n.-qui res a swilching software upgrade and. at this ti me. Valley is 

inves1igming and a11emp1ing 10 determine whclhcr the neccss.ary soflwarc has been developed 

and when it might become a,·ai lablc. 

Accordingly. Valley is fact..-d with exceptional circumstances concerning its abili1y to 

make the toll control service available as set fo rth in the FCC"s universal service rules and must 

request a wai,•er from the requirement lo pro,•idc such service. TI1e Commission mny properly 

grant a waiver from the .. toll contror · requirement. pursWUII 10 47 C.F.R. § 54. I0l(c). 

4. Valley hns prc,fously odvcrtiscd and will continue to adverti se the uvailability of 

ilS local exchange services in media of genera.I distribution throughout the exchange areas SCf"\'t..-d. 

Prior 10 thi s fil ing. Valley has not gcncr.illy ad,·crtiSt..-d the prices churgcd fo r all of the 

above-identified SCf"\'iccs. It wi ll do so on n going fo rw.ard basis in accordance wi1h any srx--cific 

advertisi ng standards 1hat the Commission may de,·clop. 

5. Based on the foregoing. Valley rcspectfull)' requests that the Commission: 

a) gra.nt a wai,·e r of1hc rt..-quircmenl 10 provide ··toll control"' service: and b) grant an ETC 

designation to Valley co\'cring all of the local exchange areas that consti tute its present service 

area in the State. 

Da1cd: I jl)) 
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Respectful ly submiued. 

COMPANY 



BEFORE TIIE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
Of' TIIE ST ATE OF SOUTH DA KOT A 

IN THE MATTER OF TIIE REQUEST OF 
VA LLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 
FOR DESIG NATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

RESPONSES TO DATA REQUESTS 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DF.SIGNATION 

DOCKETTC'J7. 

I . Pursuant 10 .i 7 C.F.R. 54. I0l(a)(4). singlc•part~ service or its functional 
1.-qui\'alcnt musl be mode avai lable by an Eligible Tclt.-communica1ions Carrier ("ETC-) to 
rccci\'c uni\·crsal scr\'icc support mcdw.nisms. Does 1hc abo\'c-rcfcrenced company have this 
service. 

Yes. 

2. llursuant to -1 7 C.F.R. 5-1 .405 and 54.4 11 . Lifeline and Link Up services mus1 be 
made avai lable by an ETC to qualifying low- income consumers. Docs the applicant company, as 
rcforcnced abo\ e. make 1hcsc services available lo qualifying consumers? 

Valley Telephone Compan)' is nol currently offering Life line and Link Up ser\'iccs wi1hin 
its South Dakota exchange. but will as required by 1hc.• FCC rules. 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.-l00-5-'.41 7. 
rnakc the esttblishcd discount programs O\'ailablc to its qWllifying low-i ncome customers 
beginning Jamiary I. 1998. h is our understanding that while providing the Lifeli ne nnd Link Up 
services is a requi rement imposed on ETCs pursuant 10 47 C.f .R. §§ 54.405 and 54.41 1. it is not 
actually a precondition which musl be met before ETC status can properly be granted by the 
Commission. 47 C.F.R. § 54.401. which lists the service obligations thnt must be met before a 
carrier can receive foderal uni,·ersol service support. docs not specifically reference Li fel ine and 
Link Up services. 

3. Please provide a \'crification by nn authorized oniccr. under oath. to !he 
Commission in which the applicant represents 10 the Commission that the facts smtcd in the 
Request fo r ETC Dcsigmu ion and !he responses 10 data n..-qucsts Nos. I and 2. abo\'c, arc tmthful. 



It is hcttby ,·eri ficd that all or the focts contained in the aunched Request for ETC 
Designation nnd the responses to the abo,·c data requests are true Md corm:1. 

l)a1cd: ---"'~'l'"·'~::i __ . 1997 

SWORN TO D~FORE ME th;, 
19!!,dnyor ,V,_.,..1,,. , . 1997 

l~ tl a.-
NOTARY PUBLIC 

WilllAM O. Ct1ASf 

Q ~ ~ ·: .... ,." .... ..r-c:~ , .. ~ I 

l<t?U<tl) I bOI! txX: 



C<:nificmr of S£o•ic1-· 

Rcques: Po~1Ffcc~r~~~:o~ br"~~i!;-;.~i:~~ct:~t~:::n~:rJ::ig 
Express on the 12th dny ofNo\·cmbcr. 1997.10 the following: 

William Bullrud 
Exccuti,•c Dircc1or 
South Dakota Public U1ili1ies Commission 
State of South Dakota 
500 East Capilol 
Pierre. South Dakota 57501 

and n true and correct copy was sent by Federal Express to the fol!O\,ing : 

Rolaync WicSI 
South Dakota Public Utililics Commission 
Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. South Dakota 5750 1 

and a true and correc1 copy by Federal Express to the persons on the attached list. 

J~~~s,y 

lo& J709!]2 WSO IIDOC 



Cnnuon Hoseck 
South Dakota Public U1ilitics Commission 
SLate of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. South DaJ.:010. 57501 

Max Tite 
Valley Telephone Company 
1203 Ni nth Avenue SE 
Wa1cr1ov.11. SD 57201 

Thomas R. Fann 
Olsen Thielen & Co. 
223 Linlc Canada Rood 
S1. Paul. MN 55117 

1.tl109'l2WYH' IXX: 



Bl!POU TIIE P'UIIJC VI1UI1ES COMMl5SION 
or nu SrATE or 90UTII DAKOTA 

IN THI'. MATID<lr TBlt R&Q'VUl'OJ 
VAuiYffLUIIONE COMPA1'Y 
lOllDIIIGNADON ABAN IUGIIII.& 
nucoMMtJNICAnONSCAUll.lt 

Volley T.itpboueComp,ayotr.n,iql<pony _ _, olloflu........_ ~-
SWORN TO 8l!FOlll! ME tldl 
brdaf of l>eu-L.,,- 1997 

tu,., ··~ e,1.,,_ 
NOTAllY P\JBLIC 

, .. u_,..1,.ooc 

ZO'd s: ;-o· oN lP:ti l l6, I O )30 :QI 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY VALLEY 
TELEPHON E COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-182 

On November 13, 1997, the Pub he Ulih11es Commission (Commission) recetved a request 
for des,gnat,on as an eligible lelecommunications carrier (ETC) from Valley Telephone Company 
(Valley Telephone) Valley Telephone requested designation as an eligible lelecommunicalions 
camer wi1hm the local exchange areas !hat const1 tule its service area. 

The CommisS10n electromcally transmitted notice of the filing and the intervention deadline 
10 interested individuals and enhties. No person 0< entity fi led to intervene. By order dated 
November 21 , 1997, the Commission set the heanng for this matter for 1:30 p.m. on December 2, 
1997, m Room 464. State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

The hearing was held as scheduled Al the hearing, the Commlssk>n granted Valley 
Telephone a one year waiver of the requirement to provide toll control service within rts service area. 
At its December 11 , 1997, meeting, the Commission granted ETC designation to Valley Telephone 
and designated its study area as ,ts service area. 

Based on the evidence of record, the Commission enters the following Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On November 13, 1997, the Commis.sk>n received a request for designation as an ETC from 
Valley Telephone. Valley Telephone requested des1gnation as an ETC within the local exchange 
areas that conshtute its service area. Valley Telephone serves the following exchange in South 
Dakota Br")Wfls Valley (338) Exhibit 1 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e){2), the Commission is required to designate a common 
carrier that meeis the reqwements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm,sseon 

Ill 

Pursuant to47 U.SC. § 214(e)( 1), a common carrier that Is designated as an ETC is eligible 
10 receive unrveBat serv,ce suppor1 and shaU. throughout its service area. offer the services that are 
supponed by federal universal service suppon mechanisms either using its own facilities or a 
combination of its own facilities and resale of another earner's services. The carrier must also 
adverti se the ava1lab11ity of such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
dis1nbot1on. 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated the following services or 
fln:tionalities as those .supported by federal uriversal se<vic:e support mechanisms: {1) voice grade 
access to the public switched netwol'k: (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multt-frequency signaling or its 
functional equal: (4) slngle party service or its functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency 
services: (6) access to operator services: (7) access lo interexchange service; (8) access to 
directory assistance; and (9) toll lim1talicn for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 
5<.101 (a). 

V 

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make availa~ Lifeline and Link 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.405; 47 C.F.R. § 54.411. 

VI 

Valley Telephone offers voioe grade access to the public sWTtched networtt to all consumers 
throughout its service area. Exhibit 1. 

VII 

Valley Telephone offers k>eal exchange service induding an amount of local usage free of 
per minute charges to all consumers throughout its service area , h;I. 

VIII 

ValtfryTcriephone offers dual tone mutti-frequency signaling lo all consumers throughout its 
service area. J.d. 

IX 

Valley Telephone offers single party service to all consumers throughout its service area. 
Exhibit 2. 

X 

Valley Telephone offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout its 
service are;, Exhibit 1. 

XI 

Valley Tetephone offers ac:c:ess to operator services to all consumers throughout its service 
area. J.d. 

XII 

Valley Telephone offers access to lnterexchange services to all consumers throughout its 
service area. id. 

XIII 

Valley Telephone offers access to directory assistance lo all consumers throughout its 
service area. J.d. 



XIV 

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers 
is loll llmllation. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(8)(9). Toll limitation consists of both 1011 bb:king and loll 
control. 47 C.F.R. § 54.400{d). Toll control is a service that allows consumers lo specify a certain 
amount oftol usage tha1 may be incurred per month Of per billing c:ycle. 47 C.F.R. § 54.400{c). Toll 
bk>dung is a service tha1 lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47 
C.F.R. § SUOO(b). 

xv 

Valley Telephone offers ton blocking to all consumers throughout its service area. Exhibit 

XVI 

Valley Telephone does not currently offer toll control. J.sj . In order f0< Valley Telephone to 
provide tol contro4, additional usage traciting and storage capabilities will have to be installed in its 
loeal switching equipment. Valley Telephone is attempting to determine whether the necessary 
software has been developed and when it might become avaltable. Isl. 

XVII 

Valley Telephone stated that it is faced with exceptional circumstances concerning its ability 
to ma«e toll control service available and requested a waiver from the requirement to provide such 
service. Isl. 

XVIII 

Wrth respect to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supported by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those ,ervices using media of general 
distribution, Valley Tetephone stated that it advertises the availability or its local exchange services 
in media of general distribution throughout its service area. However. Valley Tefephone has not 
generally advertised the prices for these services. Id. Valley Telephone stated its intention lo 
comply with any advertising standards developed by the Commission. Id. 

XIX 

Valley Telephone does not currently offer Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in Its 
exchanges. Isl. Valley Telephone will offer the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in all of its 
service area beginning January 1, 1998, in accord~nce with 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 lo 54.417, 
indusive. ~ -

xx 

The Commission finds that Valley Telephone cummtly provides and will continue to provide 
the following services or functionalities throughout its service area: (1) voice grade access to the 
public switched network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling; (4) single,.party 
service; (5) access to emergency services: (6) access to operator services; (7} access to 
interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low­
income consumer,. 



xx, 

The Commission finds that pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(c) it will grant Valley Telephone 
a waiver of the ,eqwement 10 offer toll control services until December 31 . 1998 The Commission 
finds that exceptional c:in::umstances prevent Valley TMphone from providing ton control at this time 
due 10 the difficulty in obtaining the necessary software upgrades to provide the service. 

XXII 

The Commission finds that Valley Telephone intends to provide Lrfehne and Link Up 
programs to qualifying o.sstomeB throughout its service area consistent wrth state and federal rules 
and orders 

X.XIII 

The Commission finds that Valley Telephone shall advertise the availability of the services 
suppocted by the federal I.Mliversal service suppo(1 mechanism and the cha,ves therefor throughout 
its service area using media of general distribution once each year. The Commission further finds 
that if the rate for arr, of the services supported by the federal universal service support mechanism 
changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general distribution. 

XXIV 

Pl..nwint to ◄7 U.S.C. § 21-4(e)(5), the Commission designates Valey TMphone's current 
study area as its service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursu.-nt to SOCL Chapters 1-26. -49-31 , 
and 47 u.s.c. § 214 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 21 4(e)(2), the Commission i1 required to designate a common 
carrier that meets the requirements of section 214{e)(1) es an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214(eX1), a convnon carrier that is designated as an ETC is eligitM 
to receive I.JfWel"S8II service support and shall, throughout its service erea, offer the H<Vices that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechllnisms either using its own facilitjes or a 
combination of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's services. The carrier must also 
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
distribution. 

IV 

The FCC has desjgnated the following servtees or functionalities as those supported by 
federal universal service support mechanisms: ( 1) voice grade access 10 the public switched 
network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mutti-frequency signaling or its functional equal; (4) single 
party service or ltS functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator 



services; (7) access 10 inler9xchange service. (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll 
limitation for qua lifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 (a). 

V 

As part of llS obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required lo make available Lifeline and Link 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 54.405; 47 C.F.R. § 54.411 . 

VI 

vaaey Telephone has met the requirements of 47 C.F.R. § 54.101{a) wi1h the exception of 
the ability lo offer toll control. Pursuant lo 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 (c), the Commission concludes that 
Valley Telephone has demonstrated exceptional cirwmstances that justify granting it a waiver of the 
requ1remen1 lo offer toll control until December 31 . 1998. 

VII 

Valley Telephone shall provide Lifelme and Link Up programs to qualifying customer, 
throughout its serv.ce area consistent wi1h slate and federal rules and orders. 

VIII 

Valley Telephone shall advertise the availability of the services supported by the federal 
lriversal seMCe support mechanism and lhe charges therefor using media of general distribution 
once each year. If the rate fot any of the services suppo,ted by the federal universal service support 
me<:hanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised uslng media of general distribution. 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), lhe Commission designates Valley Te~phone's current 
study area as its service area. 

X 

The Comrrission designates Valley TeHlphone as an eligible lelecommunications carrier for 
its seMCtl area. 

ltis therefore 

ORDERED, that Valley Tefephone's current study area is de.signaled as fts service area; and 
it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone st-111 be granted a waiver of the requirement 
to offer toll contro, services until December 31, 1998; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone shall follow lhe advertising requirements as 
listed above; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telephone Is designated as an eftgible 
telecommuntcations carrier for its service area. 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF OROER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duty entered on the ~day of December, 
1997. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure lo accept delivery of the decision by the par1ies. 

Dated at Pierre , South Dakota. this / 2~ay of December, 1997. 
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