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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTJLmES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI 
CARRIERS: 

I/MAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI 
COOPERATNE. INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COIIIIUNICATIONI. INC. 

VALLEY TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI 
COOPERATNE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

IIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUIHIIORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE CIJIIPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATNE. INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI 
COOPERATNE. INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOIIIIUNICATIONI, INC. 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OFHEARING 

TC17-0II 

TC17-0II 

TCl7-G71 

TCt7--

TCt7-0ll1 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
TCt7.(117 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPIIONE CO. TCt7-411 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIAllON 

TCt7-

RC COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 
TCt7-100 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES. INC. 
TCt7-101 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE. INC. TCt7-10Z 

TRM:OUNTY TELECOM, INC. 
TCt7-105 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPIIONE COMPANY TCt7-10I 

ARMOUR INOEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
TCt7-113 

COMPANY 

11110N TELEPHONE COMPANY 
TCt7-111 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE Tel7-117 

COlllll'ANY 

KADOKA TELEPIIONE COMPANY TCt7-121 



Ar-ing-lbeheldal 1:30P.M., a,Wednesday, November 19, 1997, in Room 
412, S1a1B Capitol, Pieml, South Dakota. tt shall be an adverswy proceeding conducled 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26. All parties have lhe right to be fl'esenl and to be 
n,preoer1ed by an attorney. These rights and - due process rights shall be forfeited 
W not exercised at lhe '-ing. H you o, your repr-iva fall to - at lhe time and 
place sat lot the haaing, the Final Decision will be based solely a, lhe testimony and 
avidanca provided, w a,y, during lh8 i..;ng o, a Final Decision may be issued by dolault 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. Aller the haaing lhe Commission will considw all -
and~ thal---al lhe r-ing. The Corm--. will lhen enter Findings 
d Fact, Condtaions di.-, and a Final Decision~ this matter. As a result d this 
i-.a.ing, the Commission may - gr1111 01 dany lhe <-' from a,y d lhe -
captioned telecommuiicatio ccmpanies ,_img delignalion as ., eligible 
telecarTmncatio carrier, and lhe Commission shall establish l4IM0lt aren for eligible 
teleconm.nicali carriers. The Corm1ilsion's decision may be~ by the parties 
to lhe -e Cin:uit Court and lhe -e Supreme Court as provided by law. tt is thelelore 

ORDERED thal a haaing shall be held at lhe time and place specified - a, 
lhe issues d - lhe above captioned t~ -,ies lhould be 
granted designation es eligible telecommunications canierl, and lhe Commission shall 
establish service areas fDf eligibfe telecommunications carriers. 

Pursuant to 1118 Americans with Disabilities Act, this i-ing is t,e;r,g held in • 
pt,ysically IICC8llible location. Please contact lhe Plblic Util~ies Commillion at 1-«J0-
332-1782 al least .ii to.n prior to lhe i..ing W you have special,_ 10 arr__,is 
can be..- to accommodate you. . rA 

Dated at Pieml, South Dakota, this _2_ day d-. 1997. 

~ffOl'l(IMC,l 

.,........,......,, ......... .. __ ....................... ..... ............................ 
..,,.. ... ., ...... ., ... dla ...... ~----- ......... --~ :--z~k 
- v 11/z/ tJJ___ 

BY ORDER OF THE CO-ISSION: 
Commissioners 11<>-g, Nelsai and 
Schoenfelder 
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l RANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC . , D/8/A 
MCCOC'JC. TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 
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CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . We'll go ahead and get 

started. I'll begin the hearing for the dockets 

relating to the eligible telecommunication• carriers 

5 designation . The time ia approximately l :S 0 . The date 

is November 19, 1997 ; and the location of the hearing 

7 ia Room 412, State Capitol, Pierre , South Dakota . 

I am Jim Burg, Co•miaaion Chairman . 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoenfelder and Pa• Nel ■ on are 

10 also present . I'm preaiding over thia hearing . The 

11 hearing was noticed pursuant to the Co••ission•a Order 

12 For and Not i ce of Hearing iaaued November 7, 1997 . 

13 The issues at thia hearing ahall be as 

14 follows : One, whether the request i ng 

15 telecommunications company ahould be granted 

16 designation as eligible teleco•municationa carrier• ; 

11 and , two , what service areas ahall be establiahed by 

18 the Comm i ssion. 

19 All parties have the right to be present and 

20 to be represented by an attorney. All peraona ao 

21 testifying wil l be sworn in and aubject to 

22 crosa-examination by the partiea . The Com•iaaion•a 

23 final decision may be appealed by the partiea to the 

24 State Circuit Court and the State Supreme Court . 

25 Rolayne Wiest will act aa Commiaaion 



staff . 

MS . CREMER : Xaren Cremer, commission staff . 

MR . HOSBCK : Camron Hoaeck , Commission 

MS . WIEST : we have had a request to take one 

of these dockets first and that's TC97•075 . Do any of 

the parties want to make an opening atatement before we 

7 begin? 

Why don't you proceed with 075 then . 

MR . COIT : Sure, that'• fine . 1 really don 't 

. 10 have an opening atatement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like to admit . And I under ■ tan~ 

12 there ' s also been some letters ■ent to th~ Com■iaaion 

13 that we would like to admit into the record•• evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Exhibit Numbei 

15 1, which is the application of Fort Randall for BTC 

16 des i gnation, and Exhibit No . 2 , which is the respon ■e 

11 of Fort Randall to a data reque ■ t from ataff, dated , 1 

18 bel i eve , October lat. And there are two letters . 

19 don ' t know i f we ' ve marked tho•• yet . 

20 (EXHIBITS NO. land 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

21 IDENT I FI CATION . ) 

22 MR . COIT : There are two other exhibits that 

21 have been marked Exh ibit No . ) . Kathy Marmet , is that 

24 the l etter of Dakota or ia Exhibit l the letter. 

2 5 MS. MARMET : Exhibit l is the letter of 



1 that one . (Pause.) So at thi• time are you offering 

2 Exhibits 1, 2 , 3 and 4? 

MR . COIT : Yea, that • • correct . 

MS . WIEST : ls there any object ion to tho ■e 

s exhibits being admitted? If not , 1, 2 , 3 and 4 have 

6 been admitted in TC97-075 . Then at thi ■ time I would 

7 ask if any of the partie ■ have any que ■tion ■ pertaining 

to TC97-075, including the commi■■ ioner ■ ? 

The only question I would have, Rich, i ■ on 

10 the respon ■e to the data reque ■t, Exhibit 2 . And tbe 

11 first question it talk• about ■ ingle party ■ ervice . 

12 gue ■ a it'• not abaol~tely clear that it' ■ available to 

13 all the customer• the way that the etatement i• writte~ 

14 and answered. 

15 
MR. COIT : Oh, becauee they aaid doea the 

16 above-referenced company have thi• ■ervice . 

17 

18 

MS . WIEST: Right . 

MR . COIT: Yeah, l gu••• that i• correct. 

19 And I •• not here today to ■ erve a ■ a witne•• · 

20 

21 

MS . WI EST : No. 

MR . COIT : If that • • a concern that you feel 

22 you n eed addre■■ed . and I hate to aay tbi ■• but 1 waa 

23 led to bel i eve that i f there were aoae que ■tione on 

24 app 1cation• and there waa not a witneaa here to an■we1 

25 that, tho ■e que ■tion ■ could be dealt wi th between now 

-• •taff 
wery ead? 

plauad to 1o 
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l manner . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : That'e fine. 

MS . WIEST : Let's just go through them and 

then we ' ll have Harlan•• the witne ■ a . Let ' s go back 

s to TC97•068 . Does anyone have any questions on 

6 TC97 • 068? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Just a clarification . What 

8 data request response is this? 

10 packet. 

11 

MS . WIEST : Yea . That would be in that 

MR. COIT: Ia there a chance that we could 

12 con ■ ider or deal with theae en maaa •• Mr. Hoaeck has 

13 indicated or suggested? 

1 4 MS. WIEST: I'd rather not just becauee on• 

15 few of them I have a couple queationa on aoee of them . 

16 MR . COIT : Okay . Should I go ahead and 

17 introduce the exhibits? 

18 

19 

MS. WIEST : Yee . 

MR. COIT: Wi th reepect to Docket TC97 - 061 

20 there are two exh i bit s . Exh i bit No . l i s the actual 

21 ETC reque•t fil ed by Vi vian Telephone Co■pany . And 

22 Exh i b i t Ho . 2 is the re ■pon ■e of Vivian Telephone 

23 Company to a data reque ■ t from Com•i••ion ataff . We 

24 would move the admia ■ ion of tho ■e exhibit• . I do not 

2S have the dates . I don ' t have them here with me. 
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It's available to all customers? 

A. Right. 

HS . WI EST: Thank you . That ' s the only 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have any questions 

5 for this witness for 068? If not, thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhibit 1 and 2 . 069. 

HR . COIT : We would move the admia ■ ion of 

e Exhibits No . land 2 in 069 1 and that is an BTC requeat 

g or application dated 6-9 - 97 and response to a staff 

10 data request dated 10-14-97 . 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, they've 

12 been adm i tted. 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR : Bxcuae me, I do 

14 not have the data request up here with me for some 

15 reason. I'm sorry about this, but I need to go back 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about the Lifeline, Link Up . I think 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry to be 

18 behind the eight ball, but I did not have that and so I 

19 need to know whether this company is doing Lifeline , 

20 Link Up now or whether you need to -- whether you 

21 intend to have that implemented by 1-1? 

22 A . 

23 Company? 

24 

You're referring to the Vivian Telephone 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian 1• 

25 what we"re doing now. 
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in their original application ■ • 

MR. COIT : I waa at the concluaion of going 

through , I ?ueaa, the question ■ and so forth, I was 

basically • • before the Commission acts on any of 

these , going to restate the requeat . But if the 

6 commission bas questions of Mr. Lee with reapect to 

7 certain aspects of providing it, 1 would -- yeah, I 

e would suggest you go ahead and aak it . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : No , I don't have a problem aa 

10 long aa we know all of them that • • going to apply to . 

11 In othe r words, if it appliea to every one of them, 

12 then the statement at the end aaying it appliea on all 

13 of them ia adequate for me . Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the toll control, we need to know 

15 that . I doubt if there are any at thia time . 

16 

l? 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

MR . COIT : No, we don't . And the waiver 

requeet ia included in all the applicatione . But 

to make aure it was ruled on , 1 ••• intending on 

br i ng ing it up again at the end . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . That. 'e fine with 

MS . WIEST : Any other queetiona of thie 

juet 

me . 

22 wi tneea regarding 068 and 069? If not, we wi ll go to 

23 TC97-070 . 

2 4 MR . COIT : Aga in, I would move for the 

25 admiaeion of two exhibit.a in TC97 - 070, and that ie the 
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1 to TC97 - 074 . 
MR . COIT : We would move for the admission of 

3 Exh ibi t No . 1 , which is the ETC requeat dated 6-12-97 

and Exhibit No . 2, reapon■ e to staff data request datec 

MS . WIEST: Are there any objections? If 

7 not, 1 and 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

e quest i ons concerning 074 ? I have the ■ ame question on 

g t h i s one, Rich , with respect to the data request numbe1 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 filed. 

1s 

MR . COIT : would an affidavit be adequate? 

MS . WIEST : Yeah, ••far•• all cuatoaer■ . 

MR . COIT : Okay . I will make aure that get ■ 

MS . WIEST : Any questions on 074? If not, 

16 let's go to TC97-077. 

17 
MR . COIT : we would move for the admission of 

18 Exhib i t No . 1, which is the ETC request and that•• 

19 dated 6 -1 3 - 97 . Also move for admi ■■ ion of Exhibit No . 

20 2, wh i ch i s a response to data requeat dated 10-9-97 . 

21 And t h ere is also an Exhibit No . 3 in thi• docket , a 

22 supplemental response to staff data requeat . It'• 

23 da ted 10-28-97. We move the ad■iesion of all three 

24 exhibits, 

2S 
MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not, those 



19 

MS . WIEST : Are there any objections to 1 and 

2 2? If not , they ' ve been admitted . Any que ■tiona 

3 regarding th~• docket? So, Rich, with respect to thi ■ 
4 one, you will be aak i ng at the end about the waiver for 

s the single party and all the other waiver•; i ■ that 

right? 
MR . COIT: ta there a waiver requeat in the 

8 Stateline on the single party i ■ aue? 

MS . WIEST : Yee . 

10 
MR . COIT : I wasn't aware of that. 

11 understood there were some companies that had purcha ■eC 

12 US Weat exchanges that were ■ till in the proceaa of 

13 converting aome party lines . But , yea, if they need a 

14 vaiver, I guess so . I' 11 renew that request. 1 don't 

1S have any factual information I can provide. I don't 

16 believe , Mr . Lee, are you here repreaenting Stateline? 

17 
MR . LE~: I am . And in conver ■ation■ with 

18 Stateline management yesterday , they indicated that 

19 they would likely need a waiver reque ■ t until March, 

20 April time frame when they can fini ■ h the conatruction 

21 to provide all one party aervice. 

22 
MS . WIEST : And in their application they ' re 

23 actually asking for a one - year waiver : correct? 

24 
MR . LEE: But they're willing to ahorten it 

2S up . 
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1 party eervice to all customera , and the aecond waiver 

2 on toll contro l for one year- · one year from what 

3 da t e , Rich ? 

MR . COIT : I think I would gueaa that that 

would be from the date of the order . 

MS . WIEST: Okay . 

MR . COIT: on the toll control? You're 

8 spe ak i ng to the toll control; correct? 

MS . WIEST : Yea, toll control . 

lD COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a queatio1 

11 as l ong as we ' re talking about the wa i ver• both on toll 

12 c ont ro l and on the s i ngle party aervice . A■ long•• 

ll you 're aaking for waiver ■ , let•• aake aure it' ■ done 

14 properly and that we"re not back here in two month• 

1 S ask i ng for more wa i ver ■ . I would hate to go through 

16 th ia process, or would not l i ke to go through thi ■ 

11 proceas again . I think we need to be accurate when 

1 8 we' re doing i t . I also have a question about what 

19 meet s the requi rement• of the Act? How much of a 

20 wa i ver can we give ? l don't know•• l know the answer 

2 1 t o tha t . 

2 2 MS . WIEST : Right . The time actually i n the 

23 FCC Order is not ■ pecified . But it doe ■ ■ ay in 

24 paragraph 89, I believe, that the Coaaiaaion auat, upoi 

25 a finding of exceptional circum■tancea, you can make a 
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , hate to belabor 

2 the point, and I know everyone want• to get through 

3 thie, but to me it's very important that we do it 

right . And so if it mean ■ that we need to anawer the 

question when we grant theae waiver• and we aend theae, 

6 or you send them on to the PCC, we need to be aure that 

7 you have spelled out why these companiea -- at least 

this is what I ' m understanding -- why theae eompanie ■ 

9 can ' t do toll control and why it's going to take that 

10 long of a period of time to do aingle party aerviee. 

11 And so I think that ahould be in the application 

12 aomewhere, or at leaat in our motion•• we approve it, 

13 or we should have aomething on the record to support 

14 where we're going . 

:s MS . WIEST : They do explain the reaaona in 

16 their application, their original application, with 

17 respect to toll control. 

18 

19 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , Okay. 

MS . WIEST : But if there are any further 

20 questions that the Commission would like to ask at thi ■ 

21 time , i f you need more information on that , we could de 

22 that now . 

23 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would like to 

24 know -- and this probably ian•t true of all companiea. 

25 But of the ones you"re teetifying for at leaet, 
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The aecond or alternative to that i• • 

2 software provisioning of toll control . And. again, to 

3 my knowledge , there i• no interface between a ■oftware 

■y ■ tem and a switch that ha ■ that capabil i ty. 

s Primarily because it would take real time rating of• 

cu s tomer's usage; and because the customer control 

7 sw i tch interexchange carrier it•• choo■ ing, there are• 

a myriad of optional call plan ■ and rate ■ tructurea that 

9 would be applied . And , to my knowledge , there ju ■t i• 

10 no technology, nor software , available to carry out 

11 that program . 

12 
COMMISSIONER SCHOBNFBLDBR : And if I recall 

13 right , it doean't - · it' ■ not peraiaaive, one or the 

14 other . You really to need to do all of tbe above . 

1S 

16 

MR . LEE : It include ■ both, that•• correct. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I believe aome 

11 companies have asked the FCC for clarification, that 

18 sort of th i ng . And aa far aa I know , you might have 

19 better information than I do that that deciaion ha■ not 

20 been handed down by the FCC . 

21 
MR . LEE : A, I doubt I have better 

22 informat i on ; and . B , I agree it ha ■ not been handed 

23 down , to my knowledge . There ia that clarification 

24 procedure request in front of the PCC. 

2S 
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , Okay . 
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1 available, it is in the public intereet and would be 

2 very ■ upportive of that concept. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : With that I'll move that we 

grant the one-year waiver on toll -- what is it 

s called? Toll limitation? Toll control? 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

e concur with that as long•• the motion ia underatood 

9 that there will be some formal way to limit toll for 

10 these customers just so that everybody under■tand■ the 

11 motion . 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG : I think in every application 

13 you agreed that you can do toll re ■triction --

14 

15 

MR . LEE : Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : if I remember reading the 

16 applications, and that to me ia aatiafactory . 

1 7 

18 

MR. LEE : Thank you , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you want them ••• 

19 separate motion? Okay . I'll al ■o move -- which one de 

20 ve need on this one ? 

2 1 MS . WIEST : The ■ ingle party aervice until 

22 June lat. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move that we grant a 

24 va iver in TC97-081 in the ■ ingle party requirement 

25 until June 1, 1998. 



COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yee . 

MS . WIEST : 069 . 

29 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll keep making them . I'll 

6 move we grant the toll control waiver in TC97-069 for 

7 one year. 

1 0 

11 

COMM I SSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : 070 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move that we grant toll 

12 cont rol i n TC97 - 070 for one year, the waiver for one 

13 year . 

14 

15 

16 

17 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : 1 7 1 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move that we grant toll 

18 control , the waiver for toll control , in TC97 - 071 for 

19 o n e year. 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: 073 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waive1 

24 f or to l l control i n TC97 - 073 for one year . 

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON : seconded . 
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MR . COIT : We would move for the admission of 

2 the ETC requeet filed by Accent, dated 6-17-97, and 

3 Exhibit No . 2, the re•ponae to ataff data requeat whicl 

10 

11 

12 

is dated 10-8-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, land 2 

have been admitted . Any queation ■ regarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the toll, 

the waiver for toll control in TC97-083 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENPELDBR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-084 , 

MR . COIT: Ve move for the adaiaaion of the 

13 ETC request dated , - 17-97, which i• ■arked Exhibit No. 

14 1, and we move for the admi ■aion of Exhibit No. 2, the 

1 5 response to staff data requeat dated 10-8-97 . 

16 MS. WIEST: Are there any objection•? If 

17 not, they've been admitted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

1 9 for toll contro l in TC97-084 for one year. 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'll concur . 

22 Doe• thia have a single party que ■tion on thi ■ one? 

23 MS . WIEST : No . They eaid in their original 

24 application that they are offering eingle party ■ervice 

25 to all consumers. 
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MS. WIEST : Single party waa offered to all 

2 cuatomera? Any other question ■ concerning thia 

docket? Is there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move that we grant the 

waiver for toll control to TC97-089 for one year . 

10 

11 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : 08S, I believe . 

CHAIRMAN BORG : Excuae me, as . 

MS. WIEST: TC97•086 . 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of ETC 

12 r equest, Exhibit No . 1 , dated 6-17-97, and re ■ponae to 

13 ataff data requeata, Exhibit No . 2 , which ia dated 

14 10 - 10-97 . 

15 MS . WIEST : Any objections? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. Same queation, can you answer 

17 that, Mr . Lee? 

1 8 MR . LEE : I'm aorry, I don't have the 

19 associated companies with the exhibit numbere . Which 

20 company are we referr i ng to? 

21 

22 

23 aervicea. 

24 

25 

MR. COIT; Mid ■tate . 

MR . LEE : They are currently all private line 

MR . COIT : Single party ; correct? 

MS . WIEST : Single party to all customer•? 
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MR . LEE : Correct . 

MS . WIEST : Thank you . TC97-088 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the admieaion of 

Exh i bit No . 1, ETC requeat dated 6-17-97 , and respon■e 

to staff data request, wh i ch ia Exhibit No . 2, which ii 

6 dated 10 -1 7 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any objectiona?' If not, Exhibita 

land 2 have been admitted . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 on toll control in TC97-081 for one year. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one , 

eervice. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond i t . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNFBLDBR : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: Can you an ■wer my que ■tion 

Mr . Lee? 

MR . LEE: Company name , pleaae? 

MS . WIEST : Eaat Plain■ . 

MR . LEE : Currently ii all ■ ingle party 

MS . WIEST : Thank you . 

MS. WIEST : TC97-089. 

MR. COIT , We move for the admi ■aion of 

on 

22 Exhibit No . 1 , which is the ETC requeat dated 6-17 - 97 , 

23 and the admiss i on of Exhibit No . 2, which ia a re ■ponae 

24 to staff data request. dated 10 - 21-97 . 

25 MS. WIEST : Any objection•? If not, they ' ve 



COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , Concur . 

MS . WIEST, TC9 7 -092. 
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MR . COIT: We move for the admi••ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, vhich i• the BTC requeat of Kennebec 

s Telephone company dated 6 - 18-97, and move for the 

admission of Exhibit No . 2, which i ■ the re ■pon•e to 

7 staff data request dated 10-10-97 . And I would note 

that Mr . Rod Bauer i• here to re ■pond to any que ■tion■ 

9 that the Commiaaionera or staff may have concerning 

10 the i r request . 

11 
MS . WIEST: Any queation• concerning thi• 

12 docket? If not, do you have a aotion? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG : Did we adait both thoae? 

14 
MS . WIEST : I'm aorry, 1 did not. 1 will 

1s admit Exhib i t Numbers 1 and 2 . 

16 
CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

17 waiver on toll control in TC97-092 for one year . 

18 

19 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd ■econd it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC9? - 093. 

MR . COIT : We vould move for the adai ■■ ion of 

22 Exhibit No . 1, vhich i• the ETC reque■t of Jeffer•on 

23 Telephone Company , dated 6 - 18-9?, and •ove al ■o for tbe 

24 admission of Exh i bit No . 2 , re ■pon■ e to ■ taff data 

2s requeat , which i ■ dated 10-10-9?. And I vould note 
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in the past? 

~ - Currently Sully Butte ■ Telephone has no 

3 mult i- l i ne. The fact is all single party service . 

th i nk they added that language auch that if there were 

s a diaaeter that they had to respond to, they wanted to 

reserve the right to offer party line under the 

7 emergency bas i s only. But they have for a number of 

e years be e n a l l single party service . 

MS . WIEST : Any other question ■ ? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

11 on toll control for TC97 - 094 for one year . 

1 2 

13 

1 4 concur . 

1 5 

16 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Well , I'll 

MS. WIEST : TC97-095 , 

MR . COIT : We would move for the admiaaion of 

17 ETC , Exh i b i t No. 1 , dated 6 · 19 - 97, and admission of 

18 Exhi b i t No. 2 , reaponae to data reque ■ t dated 

19 10 - 15 - 97. I would po i nt out that I believe that there 

20 mi g ht be an i ■ sue wi th respect to ■ ingle party aervice 

21 wa i ver i n t h i a ca ■ e aa well . 

22 MS . WIEST : Right . At t hi ■ time are there 

23 a ny object i ons to Exhibit land 2? If not , they ' ve 

24 be e n admitted . Yea . And it would appear they would 

25 need a wa i ver . And my queat i on for apparently they 



1 admieaion of Exhibit No. 2 , reaponee to data request 

2 dated 10-10-97 . 

MS. WIEST : Any objections? If not , they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant • waiver 

6 on toll control in TC97 - 096 for one year. 

10 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd eecond it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 - 097 . 

MR . COIT : We move for the admieeion of 

11 Exhibit No . 1 , ETC request, dated 6-19-97, and Exhibit 

12 No . 2 , response to data requeet dated 10-10-97. 

13 MS . WIEST : Any objection•? If not, they've 

14 been admitted . Ooea anybody have any queationa 

1S concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURO : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 for toll control in TC97-097 for one year . 

18 

19 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WI EST : TC97-098 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admieeion of ETC 

22 requeat dated 6 - 19-97, which i• marked Exhibit Ho . 1, 

23 and admieaion of Exhibit No. 2, which i ■ the reaponae 

24 to data request dated 10-14-97. 

25 MS. WIEST : Any objection to Exhibit ■ land 
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than thia that as manager of the South Dakota 

2 A■aociation of Telephone Co-ope and the daily requests 

3 we've had there that they do, in fact , provide all 

single party service throughout Roberta County Co-op, 

i f that will suffice for your information here . 

MS . WIEST : le that ■ ufficient? 

MS . CREMER : That' ■ aufficient. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 1 ' 11 move we grant a waiver 

10 for toll control in TC97-099 for one year. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd ■ econd it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDER : concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-100. 

MR . COIT: We move for the •dMiaaion of 

15 Exhibit No . l, which is the ETC reque ■ t dated 6-19-97, 

16 and admia ■ ion of Exhibit No. 2, re ■ pon■ e to data 

17 request dated 10-9 - 97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, they ' ve 

1 9 been admitted . Same queation on thia one . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR . LEE : I don't know the •newer . 

MR . COIT : There ia -- Mr . Lee ia not here 

representing RC Communication ■ today, ■ o I auapect 

we'll have to deal with that with a late-filed exhibit 

if that•• ok•Y · 

MS . WIEST : Okay . 
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST , TC97-105 . 
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MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of ETC 

request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97 , and admi ■aion of 

Exhibit No . 2 , response to data request dated 10-1,-97. 

MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, Exhibit• 

land 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 for toll control in TC97•10S tor one year . 

12 

13 

14 

15 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97 • 108 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admi ■■ ion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . 1, dated 6-23-97, and the 

1 1 admission of Exhibit No . 2 , re ■pon■ e to ataff data 

18 request dated 10-14-97. 

19 MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, Bxhibit• 

20 1 and 2 have been admitted . Saae que•tion . Can you, 

21 Mr . Lee , an•ver that one? I• that •ingle party aervice 

22 available for 

23 

24 

25 

MR . COIT : For Paith . 

MR . LEE : I do not repreaent them, I 'm aorry . 

MR. COIT : We would requeat permi•aion to 
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1 Telephone Company service area . It ha ■ been since the 

late eeventiea. 

10 

MS . WIEST : Are there any others questions of 

this witneaa? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant. waiver 

for toll control in TC97-113 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97-114. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admia ■ ion of ETC 

11 request of the Bridgewater-Cani ■tota Telephone Company, 

12 which ia dated 6-25-97, that ' a Exhibit No . 1. And ala0 

13 move for the admiaaion of Exhibit No . 2, which ia 

14 response to data requeata of ataff dated 10-9-97. And 

1 5 Mr . Haugen is here as well to re ■pond to any queationa 

16 in this docket. 

17 MS . WIEST : Firat of all, any objection to 

18 Exhibit& 1 and 2? If not , they've been admitted . And 

19 I would ask the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN : Single party eervice ie 

21 available to all the cuetomere in the 

22 Bridgewater • Caniatota Exchangea. 

23 MS. WIEST : Thank you . Any other queetione 

24 of this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 
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MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not , Exhibits 

land 2 have been admitted . Any que•tion• concerning 

this ~jcket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

for toll control in TC97-ll7 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I ' d ■ econd it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 121 , 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of 

10 Exhibit No . 1 , the ETC reque ■ t of Kadoka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the admission of Bxhibit No . 2 , reapon ■e to data 

12 requests dated 10-28-97 . 

13 MS . WIEST: Any objection■ to Bxhibita land 

14 2? If not, they ' ve been admitted. Any que ■tiona 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG ; I'll ~ove we grant a waiver 

17 for toll control in TC97-121 for one year. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'll ■ econd it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-125. 

MR . COIT; We ' d move for the admi ■aion of BTC 

request, Exhib i t No . l , dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No . 

23 2, response to data request of ataff , which ia dated 

24 10-29 - 97 . 

25 MS . WIEST : Any objection to Exhibits 1 and 
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8 

Sl 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

for tol l control in TC97-131 for one year . 

Exhib i t 

Exh i bit 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS , WIEST , TC9?-lS4 . 

MR . COIT , We would move into the record 

No . l , the ETC reque ■ t, dated 9 - 10-97, and 

No . 2, the reapon■e to data reque ■ t dated 

alao 

9 10 - 16 - 97 . 

10 MS . WIEST : Any objection to Exhibit 1 and 

1 1 2 ? If not, they have been admitted. Let • • aee , on 

12 t hi s one t his was one of a couple that no time period 

13 wa • requested for the waiver . I a ■ aume you ■ till want 

14 the one year? 

lS MR . COIT : Mr . Barfield ia here . He could 

16 respond . He's Mr . Bob Barfield, manager for Wf", ■ t 

17 Ri v e r . 

18 MS. WIEST : They reque ■ t a waiver but thi ■ i ■ 

1 9 one o f the few ones that didn't a ■ k for one year , •• 

20 far as I can see , or any time per i od. So ••• 

2 1 wo nderi n g if there was any different time period that 

22 wa ■ being requested . 

2 3 aoa a&al'x&LD, 

24 called as a witne■■ , being fir ■ t duly ■worn , 

25 was examined and te ■tified •• follow■ : 
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1 queation with re ■pect to the length of the waiver . 

MR . BARFIELD : And the reaponae would be the 

■ ame . We would ask for a year on the waiver. 

MS . WIEST : Thank you. Any other queationa? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : With that I'll move that we 

6 grant a waiver on toll control in TC97-155 for one 

7 year . 

10 

11 TC97-167. 

12 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I concur . 

MS . WIEST : Thank you . Let•• ■ kip to 

MR . COIT : I would juat not• that Three River 

13 Telco ia not an SDITC member company , ao I'm not reall) 

14 here today to repreaent Three River Telco . 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST : Nobody ia here? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any queationa on 

17 it, or do we have to have repreaentation? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST : Somebody need■ to move it in. 

MR. COIT: Well , if you ' re looking for a 

20 body, I guess I can serve aa the body . 

21 MS. CREMER : Otherwiae, I can move to admit 

22 the two exhibits, Number 1, 10 · 10-97, the requeat for 

23 ETC, and 11-7-97, the amended-· oh , I'm aorry, that ' ■ 

24 Us West . Let me try that again . 10-16 of '97 ia the 

25 request and 11-13-97 is the amended requeat, and I 
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1 please . 

A. Harlan Beat . 

Q, And vhat is your job? 

A. I am deputy director of fixed ut ilitiea for 

the Public Otilitiea commission , South Dakota . 

Q . And have you been preaent in the hearing roo• 

7 this afternoon for the hearing on theae applications? 

A . Yes . 

Q . And have you had the opportunity to review 

10 the caption in the notice of thi• hearing which liat ■ 

11 the cases vhich are before the Coami ■aion on this date? 

12 

13 

A . 

Q . 

Yea . 

And are you familiar with the application■ ir 

14 each of these caaea? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q . 

Yea . 

As a part of your job, have you reviewed 

17 those applications? 

18 

19 

A . 

Q . 

Yea , I have . 

You have before you an exhibit numbered 

20 Sta~ f • a No . 1; is that correct? 

21 

22 

A . 

Q. 

Yea . 

And is chat an exhibit that you prepared in 

23 the courae of your dutiea? 

24 

25 

A . 

Q. 

Yes , it. is . 

Juat. briefly explain t.o t.he Commiaaion , 
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MS . WIEST : la there any objection? 

MR. COIT : My comment would be that I juat 

3 received this eo I haven't had an opportunity to go 

through to make sure this ia all accurate . gueas I 

can take Mr . Best's word that it i ■ accurate and I'll 

6 have to do that, I gueaa. Other than that, I don't 

1 have any comment. 

MS. WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

look it over? 

10 MR. COIT : Well, it might take me a while, a 

11 I don ' t have any objection . 

12 MS . WIEST: Okay . Then Staff Exhibit No . l 

13 will be admitted into all of the dockets that we have 

14 gone through so far. 

15 

16 Q . 

HR . HOSECK: Okay. Thank you. 

Baaed on the review of these docket ■ that you 

11 have done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staff's Exhibit No . l, did the applicant companie• ■eet 

19 the requirements of becoming an eligible 

20 telecommunications carrier? 

21 A. Yes , they have , with the noted late•filed 

22 aff i davits that vill be done in a nuaber of the 

23 docketa . 

Q. And with regard to advertiaing services 

25 exchange•wide, do you have a recommendation to the 
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A . Yes. 

MR . COIT , No further queationa . 

MS . WIEST : Ms. Rogera? 

MS . ROGERS: No, no questions. 

MS . WIEST , Mr. Heaaton? 

MR . HEASTON: No . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The only question I ' d have ia 

there any -- is advertising identified in any way? Ia 

9 there any criteria for what advertising meana in the 

10 context of this? Is the method■ in the FCC Order•• 

11 well? 

12 

13 question? 

14 

MS . WIEST : I 'm aorry, vhat va ■ the 

C~AIRMAN BURG : The que ■ tion I had for Harlat 

lS or anybody else is, is there a meaning, ia there a 

16 description, definition for advertising, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS. WIEST : Under the ■ tatute itaelf 

19 214 (e) (l) 181 they must advertiae the availability of 

20 such services and if you ' re referr i ng to the aervices 

21 that are supported by federal univeraal aervice and the 

22 charges therefore using media of general diatribution . 

24 me. Tllaak ,o•. 
23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . I think that aatiafie• 

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON : Ooea that mean for 



61 

A. Yes. They would do it originally, and once• 

2 year after . 

MS . WIEST : How would they advertise? 

4 Where? 

A. Where would they advertiae? 

MS . WIEST: Yea . 

A. Whatever general distribut i on it meets 

according, I assume, it means newapapera and those 

9 types of publications . 

10 MS . WIEST: So it could be any type of 

11 general diatribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whatever ia available within their given 

13 exchanges that they aerve . 

14 
MS . WIEST: And it would only be for thoae 

15 serv i ces supported right now by federal univeraal 
16 service? • •bore braa 

17 A. Yea. 

18 MS . WIEST : And every time they changed a 

19 rate for one of those services , then that would have to 

20 be re •advertised at that time? 

21 A. Yes . 

22 MS . WIEST: Are there any other queation• of 

23 this vitness ? If not, thank you . Actually, I do. 

24 Could you retake the stand , Harlan? I gue•• ve have a 

2S question for you. Could you look at your exhibit for 
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1 Exhibit 1, which is the reque ■ t. and Exhibit 2, which 

ie the amended request, and Exhibit 3 , which is the 

3 serv i ce territory map . That •• Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 

respectively in the docket . 

MS . WIEST: Any objection to Exhibit ■ 1, 2 

and 3? Do you have a copy of the aervice territory 

7 map ? Are there any objection ■ to Exhibits 1, 2 and 3? 

If not , they've been admitted . You may proceed, 

9 Mr . Heaston. 

10 MR . HEASTON : We would al ■o join in the 

11 motion on the toll control . The reaaon we did not•••• 

12 a waiver in the initial application 1• becauae a■ I 

13 read Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97 -157 

14 indicated that toll blocking would be ■ufficient in th• 

15 meantime and it was dependent upon when you upgraded 

16 switches . And ao we do not feel we need a waiver of 

17 toll control , but the common wi ■dom ■ee•• to be there 

1 8 needs to be a waiver, so we will follow the herd here 

19 and request the toll control waiver alao . 

20 And we are also one of the parties to the 

21 request of the FCC to recon■ ider the toll limitation, 

22 that this includes both toll blocking and toll 

23 control . And 1 guess we would al ■o point out that with 

24 the implementation of number portability that is go ing 

25 to impact toll control aomewhat significantly. And ■o 
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there. I can understand why technology wa•n • t there , 

2 but I didn't -- I wasn't in Congre•• when they voted 

that wae part of the Act . 

MR. HEASTON : It ' • not part of the Act . 

s guess that ' s the firat thing . It'• an FCC -­

COMMISSIONER NELSON : It' ■ a rule . 

MR. HEASTON : lt ' a an PCC dictate. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : But it ha ■ the aame 

9 weight as the rules and statute unleaa it' ■ changed in 

10 court; right? 

ll MR . HEASTON : That•• true . But unle■■ the 

12 FCC change& , as we ' ve urged them to do . 

13 COMMISSIONER NELSON : Right . So I'm 

14 seconding your motion with the underatanding it' ■ 

15 exactly as we had stated it originally; ia that 

16 correct? 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG: I mean the motion waa for one 

1 8 year . 

19 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I believe the 

2 0 mot i on was for o ne year, a waiver for one year, and I 

21 dldn't know that the motion had anything more than 

22 that , than just a waiver from toll control for one 

23 year . 

24 

2S 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doe ■n•t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concur . 



67 

l piece• of paper . So i f we can find a way to 

2 consolidate it at that time, I would welcome any 

auggeations . That '• all 1 have . 

MR . HEASTON : I have Mr . Lehner available 

5 here, and we do have a couple queationa to aak hlm. 

JOW LS■■aa, 

called•• a witne•• • being firat duly sworn , 

was examined and t~atified •• follow■: 

PIB&CT EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR . HEASTON: 

11 Q. Mr. Lehner, in our application we deacribed 

12 the iaaue of eliminating multi - party aervicea and goin 

13 to single party service throughout Us Weat aervice 

14 areaa . Can you update the Commiaaion on the atatua of 

15 that consistent with what we ' ve already put in the 

16 application? 

17 A . Yea. As of October 31 of this year the 

1 8 number of mult i -party or two- and four-party cuatomer■ 

19 in US Weat • • territory is 612 . 612 . 

20 

21 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : What waa the date on that, 

Aa of 10-3 1- 97 . 

And vhat can you tell the Commi ■■ ion about 

24 our continuing effort to eliminate the multi - party 

25 service? 
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1 exhibit . Let me just read them off . Arlington ia 

four; Belle Fourche, six ; De Smet, four ; Huron , three; 

3 Lak~ Preston , one . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Do you want to start 

over? 

A. Arlington, four; Belle Fourche, eix; De Smet, 

four; Huron, three; Lake Preston, one; Madiaon, two; 

e Milbank , four ; Pierre , two; Redfield, two; Si■■eton, 

9 six; Spearfish, two ; Volga, five; Watertown, ten; 

10 Yankton , one . 

11 Q . Ia there a particular reaaon? ta it like 

12 Anaconda line or something? 

13 A. It's a combination of many factor ■, but you 

14 mean as far as the S2 are concerned? 

15 

16 

Q . 

A. 

Yes . 

It's a combination of many factors. We"re 

17 talking about feeder diatribution, we ' re talking about 

18 in some cases a PAIR GAIN ayatem■ like Anaconda that 

19 would need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Okay . That•• all the question• 

21 I have . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Have you inve•tigated any 

23 other technical solution• other than to a ■ ingle party 

2• other than line exten ■ ion? 

25 A. You mean in order to provide a aingle party 
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MS . WIEST : And does it provide local usage? 

A. Yee. 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide dual tone 

4 multi • frequency signalling or its functional 

equivalent? 

A. Yea. 

MS. WIBST : Do you provide acceaa to your 

8 emergency aervicea? 

A. Yea . 

10 MS . WIEST : Do you provide accea ■ to operatoi 

11 services? 

12 A . Yea . 

13 MS . WIEST : Do you provide acceaa to 

14 i nterexchange service? !or 

1S A . Yea . 

16 HS . WIEST : And do you provide accea~ to 

17 directory assistance? , I' ■ 101111 

18 

19 

A . Yea. 

MS. WIEST : And you 've already talked about 

20 toll control and the wa i ver . Do you provide or are you 

21 able to provide toll blocking? 

2 2 

23 

A . Yea . 

MS . WIEST : Then getting back to your requeat 

24 for the vaiver on single party service, I knov in your 

25 a pplicat i on you talked about the one• that you have no 
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A. Ye• . 

MS . WIEST: And in the FCC' ■ public notice 

96-45 i• ■ued 9-29-97 , it doe• ■ tate that we must eend 

to USAC the namea of the ETC'• and the deaignated 

1ervice area ■ for nonrural carrier■ no later than 

6 December 31st, 1997 . And I know you made ■ ome 

7 reference to these things in your application, but I 

e don 't think you really told u ■ what you want your 

g ■ ervice area to be . Becau ■e the FCC ha• told u■ that 

10 we better not adopt your atudy area•• your ■ ervice 

11 area for large ILEC' ■ . Do you have ■ ervice area■ for 

12 your company that you want the Com■ i ■■ ion to adopt at 

13 thi ■ time? 

A . Well, I auppoae that -- and, Bill, juap in 

1 5 here, I guess, to help me with thia . But I suppose 

16 that our service area ought to be our exchange ■ in the 

17 state of South Dakota. Now, the atudy area i• • 

18 different issue and that haa not been deterained yet . 

19 But I would think that our aervice area would be our 

20 exchanges that we serve in the atate of South Dakota . 

21 MR . HEASTON: If I may from a legal 

22 standpoint. there is no defin i tion yet; and certainly 

23 our service area would be those area• within which we 

24 are authorized to provide the supported aervicea . 

2S MS . WIEST: Right . And that•• my que ■tion . 
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A. I can ' t answer that exactly. It's 

2 approximately 35 . 

MS . WIEST : It would be attached? 

MR. HEASTON: It's on our exhibit to our 

s application . 

MS. WIEST : So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were miaaed . That ► a how many 

service areas you would like the Commiaaion to 

9 designate for US West at th is time ? 

10 A . I guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each exchange . 

12 MS . WIEST: My problem is we are suppoaed to 

13 te ll the FCC by December llat what your deaignated 

14 service area is. 

15 A . Then I auppoae we ought to do it exchange by 

16 exchange. 

17 MS . WIEST: If you want more time to think 

1 8 about it 

1 9 MR . HEASTON: Yes, I think I would. I mean 

20 th i s is not something that •• come up in the other two 

21 states that I ' ve done this in , and I had the aame baaic 

22 application . I will have to -- I will do a late-filed 

23 exh i bit on that if I could with an affidavit from Jon. 

24 

25 

MS . WIEST : Okay . 

MR . HEASTON : What are you relying on again, 
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1 require an lLEC to serve area ■ other than they have not 

2 traditionally served . 

MR . HEASTON : Yea. And, see, this -- what 

the problem this cauaea ia where you have not 

S considered and have left to the FCC to determine how 

that ' s going to be modeled from a proxy standpoint. 

7 And , yea, we are advocating smaller geographic element ■ 

8 than the wire center for universal high coat support 

9 but I do not have a South Dakota specific look because 

10 this Commission decided not to do their own earlier 

11 this - - a couple months ago, aa oppoaed to Wyoming and 

12 North Dakota where I do have that becauae thoae two are 

13 looking at doing their own, or ■uggeating their own 

14 coat study. So I do have the small grid■, aa we call 

15 it , and I could identify that for you . I cannot 

1 6 identify anything smaller than right now than a wire 

17 center. 

18 

19 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

MR . COIT : Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on this? And I understand that I'm not a party but I 

21 do believe it was my understanding today that the whole 

22 i ssue of disaggregated service areas for us we ■ t or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to••~ 

24 we certainly have an intereat in the ie ■ue . And I 

25 think that the FCC rules indicate that -- the orders 



iaeue with respect to US West . And it•• just my 

2 underatanding the Commiaaion doe ■ have to do the 

aervice area in order for US West to get your 

4 universal ■ ervice money. 

79 

MR. HEASTON : If I could have until whatever 

date was suggested earlier on getting the additional 

7 affidavits in , I'll have a recommendation for you from 

8 US West on that. 

MS . WIEST: Okay . Are there any other 

1 0 queetiona of thi ■ vitne ■ a? One more queation, 

11 Mr . Lehner . Do you have any observation to what 

12 Mr. Beat suggested as advertising requirement ■ for your 

13 company? 

14 A. I ' m not sure that I under ■tood exactly what 

15 he waa requiring . If the requirement ia to advertise 

16 it once a year in the newapaper, I don't think we have 

17 a problem with that . 

18 MS. WIEST: And getting back to aingle party 

19 service i ■ h i gh cost, the only barrier i• to provide 

20 single party service to tho■ e 52 cu ■tomera? 

21 

22 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST : Ia it alao US Nest's po•ition 

23 that the aettlement agreement that you•ve atated i• 

24 suspended concerning single party ■ ervice no longer 

25 applie• where I believe you •tated you would have 
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1 of Mr . Lehner. And the reason I have a question is 

2 becaure in your amended applicat i on you might have 

3 addressed it, however, I don ' t have a copy of that and 

I apologize . But you addressed in here and you have an 

s exhibit on your original application that regards 

6 Lifeline , Link Up , And basically what it ia it's your 

tariff, or a page that looks like a tariff page to me . 

a Now , US west really intend• to comply with the 

9 Commission order in Lifeline , Link Up? 

10 

ll 

12 that . 

13 

14 

A . 

A . 

Absolutely . 

COMMISSIONSR SCHOENFELDBR : 1 need to know 

And that page doean ' t apply any more . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPELDER: Thank you . 

MS . WIEST : Any other queationa ? Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I gue ■ a I have a 
lS 

16 
11 question . You know, you -- when you were talking about 

18 why y ou shouldn't have to provide thi• aingle party 

19 systems for these area• that you li ■ ted like spearfi ■h 
20 and Pierre and all the list that you went through - -

A . Yes . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Why would it-· it ju ■ t 
21 

22 
23 seems weird to me that it would be that expenaive to 

24 provide those serv ice• in aome area ■ . Like Pierre and 

25 Huron, those are pretty -- I mean can you explain that 
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1 becau ■ e 1 was thinking maybe theee line ■ had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and mile• and there•• nobody out 

3 ther~ or aomething. But if thi ■ i ■ in a fairly 

4 populated area, and it doe ■n 't aeem to me that the ■e 

people should have to live with just two party 

telephone sys tem when moat of the world doesn't, •• we 

7 know it in south Dakota, doe ■n't have to do that 

e because the lines are all filled up . I mean I'm 

looking for aome rea ■on why that' ■ acceptable, 

10 eepecially when some of tho•• little companie ■ are 

11 saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don ' t have that ■ervice for and they ' ve made 

13 every effort to aay, well , we want a waiver but we will 

14 do i t by the end of the year or whatever. 

15 A . I think that moat of the companie ■ you've 

16 been listening to up unt i l now ·· and I obviou ■ ly can't 

17 speak for them , but I th i nk you're talking about 

18 engineering that waa done probably 15, 20 year• ago in 

19 moat of these companiea ' caaea where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that . We 

21 provided d i stribution systems that were literally 

22 des i gned not to provide single party ■ ervice . There 

23 are different fund ing mechanism■ and_ different 

24 requirements that we ' ve had . They've had the ability 

25 to apend that kind of money and recover it. Now , I can 
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1 to 52 , we ought to get a list of thoae names and see i f 

2 we could work it out . ahare what Counael haa said . 

I'm not sure we can make the exception. I know that 

4 us West ' s counsel has given ua what I call a short 

term one, that in other worde , we could give the waive1 

for a limited period of t i me, but I don ' t know that'• 

7 an i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work -­

look at working together to meet and find the solution 

9 to meet the FCC rules I think if we can. But ao many 

10 - - maybe, I guess, what I would like to request is the 

11 actual name and location of thoae 52 filed at ao■e 

12 t ime . I don ' t care whether it'a part of thia docket or 

13 not. 

14 

15 

A . 

16 thank you . 

1 7 

I th in k that can be provided . 

MS . WIEST : Any other queationa? If not, 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I auppoae we do need •ome 

1 8 type of waive r in order to grant them an ETC atatua . 

19 

20 

21 

MS. WIEST: Sorry. for which now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : For single party . 

MS . WI EST : At thia time ataff has a witneaa 

22 on this case f i rst . 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS . CREMER : Staff would call Harlan Beat . 

BARL&• •&8T, 

called as a witneaa, being previoualy aworn, 



MS . WIEST: Any queatione, Me . Wilka? 

MS . WILKA : No questions. 

MS . WIEST : Commi ■aionera? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The que ■tion I'd have is 
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s baaed on that , should we not -- I mean ia this·· what 

6 do I call it ? Is this a document that is filed in 

these hearings? 

MS. CREMER: Yea . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I think we ought to 

10 correct that exhibit to put no on each of those that 

11 we've made a waiver for on the ■ ingle party becau■e I 

12 believe the answer i ■ no and we've made a waiver to 

13 satisfy that. 

14 

15 

16 

MS. CREMER: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Since that ' s filed . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not moved 

17 for a waiver in that area , have we? 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea, for ■ ix montha on one 

19 other company . 

20 MS . WIEST: We have two single party waiver■ 

21 so far, but US West we haven ' t moved yet; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : But if we do and for any we 

23 do, since he's a witness on the atand and this is his 

24 document , I think that this document ahould be 

2S corrected to reflect, no, they do not meet that to 
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1 didn't really need it in mine . But I can certainly 

2 move it . 

MS . WIEST : It ' a up to you. 

MS . CREMER : We don ' t need it in thia docket . 

MS . WIEST : Any other queetiona of thia 

6 witness? Thank you . Anything else from any of the 

7 partiea? At thia time I believe the Commi ■■ ion will 

take these matters under adviaement . We are waiting 

for some late - filed exhibits in aome docket ■, and it 

10 will be possible that perhaps the Commiaaion will make 

11 the dec i ■ i ons either at a Commiaaion meeting or at the 

12 December 2nd hearing on aome other related ETC 

13 dockets . Are there any queationa from anybody or any 

14 comments? 

15 MR . COIT : I vould juat , for the record , like 

16 to formally request thftt the Commiaaion dea i gnate each 

17 of the •· based upon the record, the affidavit ■ yet to 

18 be submitted , that the Commission designate each of the 

19 rural telephone companies, SDITC member companies , aa 

20 ETC ' • and that their study areas be de ■ ignated a■ their 

21 service area. That's all I have. 

22 MS . WIEST: Thank you . That will close the 

23 hearing. 

24 (THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 , 50 P.M . ) 

25 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECEIVED 

OF THE STA TE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

INTHE MATIER OF THE REQUEST 
OF HANSON COMMlJNICATIONS INC. 
DIBIA MCCOOK TELECOM FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
DOCKETTC97-

Hanson Communicali0111 Inc. dlb/a McCook Telecom ("McCook Telecom") punuaat to 

47 United Swea Code Seetion 214(e) and 47 Code offodenl Rquim- Seclion S4.201 hereby 

teeb from the Public Utililies Commisaion ("Commisaion") daipwion aa m "diaible 

tclec:ommunicatiOOI carrier" within the local exchaftae areas dlll c:onsiitute its savice area in 

Sou1h Dakou. In suppon orlhil - McCook Telecom olfen lhe rottowina: 

I. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) it is lhe Commisaion"s ,_;bility to dai-local 

exchao&e carriers ("LEC1") • "eli111l>le tclcaJtnmunicalio canicn" ("ETC•"). or in ocher 

words. to determine which LEC1 bavc .........t univenal ,emcc oblipi;- - with lhe 

fodenl law and lhould be deaned eliaible to receive rodenl univenal ,emcc ,uppon. At led 

one eliaible tclecommunicatiom carrier is to be dai,mted by lhe Commiaion for each laVice 

... in lhe State. However. in lhe cue or -- ,crved by "rural telephoae c:ompoaies". lhe 

Cotmniuioa may no< dai ..... tDOR: Ihm oac LEC aa m ETC wi- lint findina 1h11 IUCb 

additioaal daipation would be in lhe public ..-. Under 47 CFR § S4.20t. bep,nina 

January I, 1998, only telecommunications carriers that have received daipation from the 

Commission to serve a an eli,ible telecommunications carrier within their ICl'Yice area will be 

eligible to receive federal univcnal service support. 

2. McCook Telea>m is the lilcilitia-baaed local e1cban&< carier pn:,ently providina 

local exchaoae telccommuniQbOflS services in the following excbanga in South Dakola: 

Salem 605-425 



McCook Telecom to its knowlcdg< is the only camer today providing local exchmiF 

telecommunications services in lhe above idmtified exchange ua. 

3. McCoolt Telecom in acc:ord with 47 CFR § S4. IOI olfen the following local 

exchange telecommunications services to all consumers tbroqboul its mvice aea: 

Voice grade acceu to the public switched .......t; 

LocaJ exchange service includin1 an anount of local UIIF &ee of per minute 

chugcs under a flal rated local service pocbge and • pan of a __. 

local service offering; 

Dual U>ne multi-m,queacy sipaling; 

Acea, to emergeucy services such as 911 or enhanced 911 public service; 

Accea 10 operator services; 

Access to intcrcxcbllngc service; 

- to directory asiltancc; and 
Toll blocking service to qualified low·- COIIIIIDleff. 

/u no<cd above, McCoolt Telecom doea provide toll limitalioo mvice in the form of toll 

blocking to qualifyma comumen, boweYer, the addilioaal toll limitalioo mvice of"toll _.. 

a1 defined in the - FCC llllivaaal mvice rullo (47 CFR f S4.400(3)) ii not pn,vided. 

McCoolt Telecom ii DOI awan, lhal my local exchaap c:anier in Soudl Dltoca bao a -

Cll)lbility to provide such oavice. The FCC pve no - prior to die - of ill 

llllivenal mvice onler (FCC 97-157) lhal toll coabol -id be m,.,- a1 m ETC aemce 
req...-aod. to our infonnalion and belief,• a mull. LEC•- ae not pooitioaed to 

make the service immedialely available. In onler for McCoolt Telecom to provide the mvice, 

additional uuge lnCkiD& and --ae capabilities will have lo be - in ill local awildung 
equipment. Al minimum, the service requira a swilebiaa _, _ _. and al dlia lime 

McCoolt Telecom is invatiplina and attempting to detamine whdher die necaury -,ftwan, 

bas bocn developed and when it mi&hl become available. 



According. McCook Telecom is faced with exceptional circumsunces concerning its 

ability to make the toll control service available II set fonb in lbe FCC's universal service rules 

and must request L waiver &om the requiremeal to provide such service. Al this time, a waiver 

for a paiod of one year is "'1.-.d. Prior IO the end of the one yearpaiod, McCook Telecom 

will report bock to the Commmioa wilh ,pocific inliJnnalioa iadicaling when the ~ 

- -- can be made and the service can be made availlble to lllill low inc:ome 
CIIIIOmerS. Tbe Commission may properly pnt a waiver 1iom the "toll comrol" roquimnent 

pursuant to 47 CFR 54.I0l(c). 

4. McCook Telecom bas pm,iolllly and will c:oalinue to advertiae the availability of ill 

local excbanse semee, in media of 1enera1 distribution dtroupout the exdlanae -- ......i. 

Prior to thia filin&, McCook Telecom bas no< _.ti}' advertuod the prices chllpd for all of 

the above-identiliod services. It will do 10 Soins fO<Wlld in - widt any ,pocific adveniaie& 

llllldards dtat the Commiaaion may develop. 

S. Baod oa the foreaoin&, McCook Telecom ._uully "'I-. dtal the Commiaaioe: 

(a) grml a temporary waiver of the "'luumtml to provide "IOU coalrOl" aervicc; and 

(b) - m ETC deaipalioa to McCool< Tdocom coveriq all of the local acbaap 

an:as lbat constitute its pracnt la'Yice ara in the Stale. 

"-Commuaicaliom Inc. dlbla 

McCool< Telecom 

,l . . ..,~ ) J;,t . .. ., J., ,a., 4 
-Lanfonl-~l-...._~~Manqer-----_,-1 



Hanson Communications, Inc. ~-CEO P.O. lb 830 Soioffl. SD. 5711511 
Tollpl,ano (805) 425-22311 FAJ<c f11015) 425-2712 

October 13, 1997 

Kr. Caaron Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 
Public UUlitiH C.0-ia■ton 
State C.pitol lu1ldtng 
500 Ea■ t Capitol Avenue 
Ptnre, SD S7SOI-S070 

RECEIVED 
OCT 1 ~ 1997 

SOUTH 0.AKOT" PUIUC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RE : Eligible Tdecoaauntcation• C.r-r-ter Application, TC97-131 
Ranaon Ccmwntcat:lona Inc d/b/a Kc.Cook Telec• 

Dear Hr . Hoaeck: 

L1ated below is the additional Jnforutlon r~uHUd for our 
ETC D.,cket TC97-131: 

1. Kanaan ~tcationa Inc d/b/a KcCook Tdecoa often atngle­
party Hrvlce to all aubecribera. 

2. Hanson ec-wticationa Inc d/b/a NcCook Telec• curreatly offera 
Lifeline and Link Up local service dt ■counta vtthtn tu uchange. 
legt.nning Janua.ry 1, 1998, the progr._ vill be offered under new 
telWI in accord vith the FCC rulea, 47 C.F.I. S4.400 - S4.417, 
and any PUC deciatona concerning tapl~tation of the .apauded 
prograu. 

J. I, Ronald Sandine, being fint duly 11VOm, atate that 1 • the 
Preatdent for the rHponcltng party, that I have rud the tn.tttal 
ETC appUutton and the foragotng, and the .._ are true to ay 

°"" but knowledge, inforuttoo •7~~ 
STATE OF SOUTll D.UOTA 
COUNTY or McCOOi. 

On the 13th day of October, 1997, before• Linda Bjerke,• notary 
public, penonally appeared Ronald Sandine, known to • to be the 
Pruldeot of Ronaon C-nlcattono. lnc. f 

cil.*·· ~ 13, 2003 



Ple.aH contact our office in need of aoy further tnforaatioo. 

Sincerely. 

-~~ 
~noon,CFD 

LlJ/lb 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILmES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FIUNG rt HANSON 
COMMUNICAllONS, INC. D/8/A IICCOOK 
TELECOII .=011 DEIIGNAllON AS AN 
EUCmLE TEI..ECOIIIIUNICATIONS CARRIER 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUIK>NS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND N0TlCE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC17-131 

On July 10, 11197 . .,. Public - Commlulon (Commlulon) ,__. • -- lot 
designation nan ligiblo - -(ETC) from - ~ . Inc. 
W■-T-(MtCoal!T-). Mc:CookT---.....-naneligil>lo ·-----------its--. -0.Commiuionetodn>nic:ally ___ .,.,.Ningand.,. __ 

tolnter..lodindivkluolsond-. No"""°"Otentity-to..-. llyonlor­
-7,11197, ... ~Mt--'-inglotthis1MWlot1:30p.m.on-11. 
11197, ;,, Roon, 412, 5- capitol, Pian9, South Dll<ola. 

-0. hearing - hold n - - At "'° '-ing, tho Commlulon .- Mc:Coolc T-■---oltho.....-topn>Yidollll _____ _ 

l>J ill ~11, 11187, .-.g, "'°Commission granted ETC.....- IO Mc:Cook T­
and~ its ll ,dy ... nits--. 

- on tho-of-, "'° Commlulon -tho~ Findings ol FOCI and 
COllduslons ot i.-. 

,,_OFFACr 

On July 10, 11197, .,. Commission ,__. • -- lot~ nan ETC from 
Mc:CoolcT-. Mc:CookT---~nanETC_.,. ___ ___ its_..._ Mc:CookT--tho~--: -

(ffl). -1. 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. S 21<(■)(2), .,. Commlulon is rwquilwd to~ • -
-----~ol-214(o)(1)uanETClot•--~ 
by ... Commlulon. 

Iii 

""'-11 to 47 U.S.C. S 21<(■)(1) , • oommo11<ariorthat ii~ nan ETC ii oligi>ta .. ----and-.tllroughouti11- .... -tho---
lU-1od by ______ ...,. i11 __ 0t _ 

combinlltion of its own facilitia and male of another carrier's NMCN. Thi c:arrillr must mo 
-ltiM tho ov-.Y of such - and tho - lo< ... - "'"'9 mocia of_., 
distribution. 



IV 

Thi F-COmml.wllcation Commission (FCC) has dnlgnated lho-,, - o, ---~~---luppo,l-:(1)-grodl 
-lolho~--(2)--; (3)dual-muftl."-'-ligrl8iing«b 
func:tional oqua(; (4) lir,glo Plf1Y - o, Its func:tional oquivllont; (5) _. to -­
NIVic:n; (&)..,,...to_..,-; (7) _. lo --- ; (I) _. lo 
dncto,y ..-; and (11) IOI - for qualiljing - _,,,__ 47 C.F.R. I 
54.101(a). 

V 

Mpatolbolllgatiollaa .. ETc, .. ETCls~lo--~andl.Jnll 
Up - to qualifying - - - 47 C.F.R. f 54.405; 47 C.F.R. f 54.411. 

VI _T ___ WD_lolhoPlll>lic--lo .. _ 

thfoughoul itl NMCI ... Exhibit 1. 

VII 
Mc:CoollT ______ wdldlng_,......,,., ___ ., 

pat----loal-llw'ouglloutb--. JII. 

VIII 

Mc:CoollT--dualtona~lignolingloal_,,,_tlwaughoulb 
NMCl .... }d. 

IX 

~T--lir,glo Plf!Y-loal-tlwaughoulila-­
-2. 

X 

~T---IO---toal-tlwaughoulila 
NMCI .... Exhibit 1. 

XI 

Mc:CoollT ___ 1o_..,--.1oal-tlwaughoulila-

- - Ill. 
XII 

-T---to~-toalc:onsumorwtlwaughoulila 
IIMOl...._ )d. 

XIII 

~T---todncto,y..-.,.toal_,,,_IM>ughoutila 
NMCI .,__ }d. 



XIV 

Onoofllo-~ to be pn,vidod byan ETC to qualifying- COl1IUfflOII 
Is toll - · 47 C.F.R. f 54.101(a)(ll). Toi limitation consists ol _, IOI ~ and IOI 
-. 47C.F.P f54.400(d). Tol""'1lnllls•----tolpecily•­
.....,,oftol,_...,mai,be_par_orpar-.gcyda. 47C.F.R. f54.400(c). Toi 
~ii•-- lats consurnan Nd nol lo - Illa comp1a1ion ol outgoing IOI cab. 47 
C.F.R. f 54.400(b). 

xv 

1. 

XVI 

McCoolt Talacom cunently- nol-lol ""'1lnll. Ill. In onlarfar McCoolt Talacom to 
pn,,tdalolmrnl,--trlCIWlgand-...capoNliao .. _lobe-lnlls 
1oca1-.,g~ McCoolt Talacom il~to--llle­
-hn-dowiopad and '"'- I might--· 111. 

XVII -T--... ••--...,...,.-~11s-ay ·•-IOl--.. -and,__ _____ .,._._ .. 
pn,,tdallldl-.111. Priortolllaandol._one_pariod, lloCooltT _ _.,_,_ 
to--Conwnlulan-....---.- ... ----be-ln 
onlar to pn,vlda IOI-. Ill. 

XVIII 

Wllllmpadto .. olllglllor,to-lloOV-,ol-_...by.,__ 
unlvt1rMI -"-'-andlllac:na,gnfar--ualng-ol __ - . _T ___ K_llla~ollls ___ _ 

1n.-o1_.-11Rugho1,111s--. - . McCooltTalacom Mlnol 
gonaraHy-lllapricnlorlllaN-. Ill. McCooltT- -lls-lo 
comply-any~ -dowlopad by Illa COmmluion. 111. 

XIX 

-Talacomcunently-~andllnil Up--lnlls--. 
E>libit2. McCookT_ wil _lllaL-..andllnilUp--lnalollls­
-beglnnlng Januwy 1, 111811, In --47 C.F.R. ff 54.400 lo 54.417, --• and 
any COmmluion lmpoNd raquiromanls. - 2. 

xx 

ThaConwnlulan--McCook Talacom curran11y .,.-andwil-to ~ 
111a-.-or-llRughol,IKs--: (1)voloa.--•-­
put,lic--(2)--; (3)-----lignlllng;(4)~ 
_ , (5) - to - _ , (8) - to -- _ , (7) - to 1--. - ; (8) OCCHS IO dnctofy - ; and (9) IOI~ lorqualllylng low, --· 



XXl 

Tho~-lhal pur,uonl to 47 C.F.R. f 54.101(c) k will c,a,t - Toloccm 
•-oltho.......-toollo:'toll contn>I - until ~31, 1998. Tho COmmillion 
--a,opionai--1Mc:CooilT-fromp,ovidingtolcontn>latthistima 
duato tho-Jllyin-..,gthonocau.y----to..-tho-. 

XXII 

Tho Commission finds that - Toloccm intends to ..- Uletina and Link Up 
-loqulliljing-ttmq,oulits _______ _ 

andordo<s. 

XXIII 

ThoConmslion _that_ Toloccm --tho av-,oltho-~ lll'fla _____ and.,_ cllargH_........,. 
ils __ using_ol _______ ThoCOmmillion""9s-.,. , ... _,.,.,,,o1 .. _ _...III' ... ____ _ 

--------bo-using_ol ___ _ 

XXIV 

Plnunto47 U.S.C. S 214(•K5), thoCOmmillion closignNI-T-•­
study- • ltl-- . 

C0NCI •-OF LAW 

ThoCOmmillion hosjurisdiction ov«this .-....-,,to SOCLO,..,. 1-211, 4H1, 
and 47 u.s.c. f 214. 

Punuant to 47 u.s.c. f 214(oK2), .,. COmmillion ii i...- tom...-• common 
caniorthat,,_,..,_ .......-.or-icln214(aK1) .. ., ETC rot•--~ 
Ill' ... COmrnlslion. 

Ill 

Plnunlo47 U.S.C. f214(aK1), a0CllfflQ\canlorthat ii~ n _, ETCilaligiblo 
lo _______ ...,.._ils ________ _ 
supported Ill'__, - - - -.-using Its own-. o,a 
combination ot itl own fecilities and ,.... ot another caniet's HMOH. The c.rier must aso 

-• tho av-, ol llUCII - and tho ratn for tho - using,,_ o1 _. - · IV 

ThoFCChos~--~-0<-Htlloso~III' ______ , (1)-~-tothoPlmk-

- ; (2) local-; (3) - tone multi-hquoncy llgnaling O<itl--; (4) u,glo 
party-O<itl-oquwolont; (5)-to--; (ll)ac:cnsto--



nrvices: (7) acc:e11 to lnterexchange HrVice; (8) accns to diredOfY ■llfltance ; ■nd (9) tol 
limitation for qualifying --con..,,_._ 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(0). 

V 

/U,,.. of ·1s ol>ligationl H an ETC, an ETC 11 required to maka ..,_ Lir.llno and Uni< 
Up-. lo quar;ty;ng- con...,,.,.. 47 C.F.R. S 54.405; 47 C.F.R. S 54.411. 

VI 

Mc:CookTelocom hu mottho ....,._. of 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)wlth tho ucoptioll of 
tho~ lo offot lol control. Pw..- to 47 C.F.R. S 54.101(c), tho Commluion -­Mc:Cook T_ hN __ OllClpliorlal __ jultilygranllng ii a-of tho 

requnmonttooffottolcontroluntilDocan-,31 , 1-. 

VII 

McCook Telocom - provida i.-.. and Unk Up - lo qualifying -
lhn,ughoul ill NMCO.,.. c:onll_ with_ and_ NIH and-. 

VIII 

McCook Telocom - - tho~ of tho - ~ !Ir tho-- - -- and tho ctwvas_Uling __ of __ _ onm..:n,_.. Wh-loraytofh-~brh ___ _ -"'-·-----ba-Uling __ of ___ _ 

IX 

Pln<aolo47 U.S.C. f 214(oX5), lllo Commluion ~ Mc:Cook T_,_ 
study ... nitaNfvic■■ru. 

X 

Tho~~-T-Nanoligibfo--for 
itsNrvic■ ..... 

hll-

OROEREO, .,_Mc:CookT-1__,,lludy_ll ___ Nill-.-;and 
ii i$ 

FURTHER ORDERED, lhal Mc:Cook Toloa>m- Ila gr.-•-of tho .....-W 
to offw tol control NMC■S until o.c.nt,., 31 , 19911; ■nd ii is 

FURTHER ORDERED, lhalMc:Cook T ___ ._~.....-WSN 
-abovo; andHII 

FURTHER ORDERED, that McCook T_, II ...,- N an o1igibfo 
~ c■ni■r for its MNice .... 



NOTICE Of' ENTRY Of' ORDER 

Pl.EASE TAKE NOTICE M lhisOrdot_ duly_ on tho ~"'r ol ~. 
11197. Punuont to SllCI. 1-26-32, this Clnlo< will take .«ec:t 10 days - tho - ol !...;pt ot 

- to - dotive,y "'tho - bt tho partiN. 

Doted at Pion'o, South llokota, this~ d,f ol ~ - 11197. 

caTR:ATI: a,, IIIMCI! BY ORDER Of' THE ~SSION: 

n.~,.....c:.111ie ... .. 
....,..,_MM ........ ~11 .... cl 
,-.Sin ................... .... 
i.t, bJ' ...... .., ... ~ ..... in....., 

-:-&:z:?£ 
-· 12,h¢t;z 



Tt::-t/1-J3J 
McCook Telecom 

330 s. Neoros.ka 

December 22. 1997 

Bill Bullard 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
SOO E&sl Capitol 
Pc:n<, SD S7SOI 

Dear Mr. Bullard. 

lelel)llOne (005) 425-2238 
FAX (005) 425-2712 

RECEIVED 

DEC 13 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PU1UC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

I am enclosing lhc Lifeline and Link•Up Plan for Hanson Commurucalions. Inc. 
dlbla McCook Tcla:om. Also 111a<hcd is "Exhibil A" (PUC Order issued in 
Docket TC97-1 SO) and Tariff pages rqanlina Lifeline and Link-Up. 

Hanson Communications • Inc. dfb/1 McCook Telecom is a subsidiary of McCook 
Coopenaivc Telephone Comp1Py. 

If )'OU ha\'C any questions.. please feel free lO tonlltt us. 

Sinccrcly. 

PO. Boll 630 SOiem. SO 57058 



RECEIVED 
OEC 1 3 1997 

LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN ,, " ,-rnTA PUBLIC 
OF HANSON COMMUNICATIONS, INC. DllVA MCCOOKMEc:0llfAISSION 

Thc Hanson Communications, Inc. dlbla McCook Ttltcom submits this plan pursuant to 
47 CFR § S4.401(d). Hanson Communications. Inc. dlbla McCook Ttltcom has been designated 
as an eligible telecommunications carrier by the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
('"SDPUC) and. as such. must make Lifeline and Link Up service available to qualifying low­
income consumers as set forth in the Commission's Final Orckr mtd Dtclsion: NOliu of Eltlry 
of Dtcislon dated November 18, 1997. issued in Docket TC97-IS0 On the MIDe[ of the 
(Q\'ntiSAlion inlO the Lifdipc and Link Up Prpmms). which is attached as Exhibit A. and 
consiSlmt \\ilh the criteria established under47 CFR §§ 54.400 to 54.417. inclusive. 

A. Gnenl 

l. The Lifeline and Link Up programs assist qualified low-income consumers by 
providing for r<duced monthly charges and r<duced connection chuges for local 
telephone service. The assistance applies to a siDile telephone line ll a qualified 
conswncr"s principal place of residence. 

2. A qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscriber who participates in at leua 
one of the following public assisaance programs: 

a. Medicaid 
b. Food Swnps 
c. Supplemental Securiiy Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Public Housing Assi51ancc: 
e. Low-Income Home Energy Assimncc Program (LHEAP) 

3. A qualified low-incomr consumer is eligible to receive either or both Lifeline and 
LinkUpusistance. 

4. Hanson Communicalions, Inc. d/b/a McCooA Tt!lf!co,,, will advertise the availability of 
Lifeline and Link Up services and thc charges therefore usina media of &enenl 
distribution and in acconl with any rules thal may be developed by d!c SDPUC for 
application to eligible ttlccommunications canim. 

S. In addition. Har.ran Comm,micallons, Inc. d/b/a McCook. Te/eco,,,. as required by the 
Final Ord,r and O.c/Jlon: Notice of Entry of O.c/Jion of 11,c SDPUC (Exhibil A~ will 
indicate in il's annual report to the SDPUC the number of subscribers within ifs service 
ami r=iving Lifeline and/or Link Up ass-. In addition. this infommion will be 
provided to the Universal Service Administrative Company ( .. USAC"). 

6. Information as to the number of consumers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up 
assistance cannol currently be provided by Hanson C°"""111tlca1ions. Inc. dlbla McCook 



Trlrcom because it has no access to the go,·cmmcnt information necessary to dctmnine 
how many of its telephone subscribers arc participaling in the abcwc referenced public 
assistance programs. Without this infonnation. Humon Communications. !rte. dlbla 
McCook .. rlrcom cannot provide. at this lime, even a reasonable cstimale of the nwnber 
of its subscribers who, after January I. 1998. ~ill be receiving Lifeline and/or Link Up 
service. Information as to the nwnbct of its low-income subscribers qualifying for 
Lifeline and/or Link Up can be pro,•ided after applic:ations for Lifeline and Link Up 
assistance ha,·e been rcc:civcd by Hanson Co,,,m,micolions, !rte. dlblo McCOM. TelttOM. 

7. In accord with the SDPUC's Final Order and Decision; Notice of Entry of D«islon, 
Hanson Commulficotions, Inc. dlblo McCook Trlrcom will make applicalion forms 
available to all of its existing residential customers. to all new customers when they apply 
for residential local telephone service. and to other pcnons or entities upon thtir request. 

B. UldiH 

I. Lifeline service means a retail local service offering for which qualiftcd low-income 
consumers pay reduced charges. 

2. Lifeline service includes voice grade acccss to the public swilehed neN.'Ork. local 
usage. dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalcnl. single,,s-ny 
service or its functional equivalent. access to cmeracncY services, access to operator 
services, access to inicrnchlngc service. access to directory asis&ance. and toll 
limita1ion. 

) . Qualified low-income subscribers are required to submit an application form in order 
to receive Lifeline ICl'Vicc. In applying for Lifeline assi.stance. the sublcriber must certify 
Wider penalty of perjury that !hey ue curmuly puncipoling in II last one of lbe 
qualifying public assistance program., listed in Section A.2. above. In addition, the 
subscriber must agree to notify Hanson C°'""'tmicalions, Inc. dlbla McCook TtlrCOllf 
when !hey cea,e pcticiparing in lhe qualifying public .,.;,.._ prosram(s). 

4. The total monthly Lifeline credit available to qualified consumers is SS.2S. Hattson 
Co,,.,,,,mic01ions, Inc. dlblo McCCKM T,/rco,n shall provide the cm:lit to qualified 
consumen by applying lhe federal bosclinc support lfflOUIII of SJ.SO "' waivo lbe 
conswner·s federal End-U= Common Line charge and llflPlying lbe odditioaal 
authoriud fcdcral suppon amount of$1.7S as a credit to the consumer's intrasWc local 
service ratt. The federal baseline support amount and additional support available. 
lotaling SS.25, shall reduce Hanson Com,,,unicalion.r, Inc. dlbla McCook Ttltcom 's 
lowest tariffed (or olherwise generally available) residential ralC for lbe sm,ices litlcd 
abo,c in Section 8 .3. Per lhe attached SDPUC Final Ord,r and Dtcls/011: NOi/ct of 
Entry of Dtci.sion, the SOPUC has authoril.ed intraswe rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications carriers making the additional fcdcral supp:m amounl of $1.75 
availabl.:. The SOPUC did not establish a state Lifeline program to fwd any further rue 



reductions. (Exhibit A. Findings of Fact VII and VIII; and Conclusions of Law II and 
Ill). 

S. Ham.,,, CommunlcaJ/o,u. Inc. cVblo McCook Telecom will not disconnect subscribers 
from their Lifeline service for non-payment of toll charges unless the SDPUC, pursuant 
10 47 CFR § S4.40l(bXI), has gnn1cd the company a waiver from the non-disconnect 
requimncnL 

6. Except to the extent that Hanson COMMunlcations. Inc. dlb/a McCook TelecDM has 
oblaincd a waiver liom the SDPUC pursuanl 10 47 CFR § 54.IOl(c), the company ,hall 
offer toll limitation to all qualifying low-income consumers when they subscribe to 
Lifeline service. If the subscriber elects to receive toll limitation. that service shall 
become part of that subscriber"s Lifeline service. 

C. LillkUp 

7. Hanson Communlcarlon.r, Inc. dlbla McCook. Telecom will not collect a service 
deposit in order to initiate Lifeline service if the qu■lifyina low-income consumer 
,·oluntarily elects toll blocking on their telephone line. However. one month's 
local service charges may be required as an advance payment. 

I. Link Up means: 

(a) A r<dllClion in the customary charge for commencina tclecomnu.micalions 
service for • sinale telecommunications connection at • consmner's principal 
place of midettce. The r<ductiollS shall be 50 pm:ent of the customay chqe or 
Sl0.00. whichever is less; and 

(b) A deferred scltcdule for paymen1 of the cJwaes assesacd for comm<ncina 
service. for which the consumer docs not pay intn6t. The inla'al dmJes DOI 
assesacd 10 the consumer shall be for COMeCtiott cJwaes of up 10 S200.00 tbal are 
deferred to• period 110110 exceed one year. 

2. ClwJes assesacd for commencing service include any c"-la that .. customarily 
assesacd for connectin& subscribers 10 the network. These cJwaes do not include any 
permissible secwity deposit requirements. 

3. The Link Up J>rollUII shall allow a consumer 10 n,ceive the benefit of the Link Up 
program for • second or subsequent time only for I principal place of residence with an 
addr<ss different liom the r,sidence addr<ss .. which the Link Up assistance was 
provided previously. 



Hamon Com,,,,mkatlom. /we. dlhla MC.Cd Ttltco,,, 
P08ox6l0 
Salem. SD S70SI 
60S-42'. ,2238 

~?e.d Position 



EXHIBIT " A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION 
INTO THF. LIFELINE AND LINK UP 
PROGRAM:i 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-1IO 

l>J. its August 18, 1997, n,gularty scheduled meeting, lhe P\mlic Utilities Commillion 
(Commission) voted to open a - concerning lhe F- Comnu1ialtiona 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Univor$8I Selviat -,ling lhe Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC-.lhal ii- proyide fer 
additional -..1 support lnlheam01rial$1 .75, above lheamtnl $3.50 level. -• 
In orderfcra-•s l.ifellnec:onsuners to receive the additional $1.75 In- support, 
lhe stale 00flWT1ission must_.,,. 1h11 reduction in lhe portion al the - rale paid 
by lhe end user. 47 C.F.R § 5U03(a). Additional -.i support may allo be -
in an amount equal to 0111H1811 al any support _.ted from the-~. 
upto a lNl>linunal$7.00 In-support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A-cammitlion 
must file or require the carrier lo fil4 lnfonnation with the edminl-.r al the -
........i --,Ice fund demonstrating that the carrior'a Lifeline plan .- the criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R § 54.401 . 

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed int111811ed persons and 
entities lo aubmit written c:orrn.u conceming '- lhe Conmlaion ahoutd ~ the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline end Link Up__,,., In their written comnwn, -
persons end onttties commented on the following questions: 

1. Whether the Cornmillion lhould _., i- rate reducliona to allow 
a>nsl.l118nl eligible for L~elino support lo receive the additional $1 . 75 in - support? 

2. - the Commission should sol up a slate L~alino Program to fund fl.r1hor 
reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whelher the Commission should modify the existing Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4. Shall the Commission file or require the c:aniw1D1ile information with the 
aaninlstrator al the - univorul SOMCO lund demonstrating th8I the carrier's L~aline 
plan meals the aiteria set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated Octobef 16, 1997, the Commission set public haainga to receive 
public comment on the queslions lisled above. The hearings were held al the following 
times and places: 

BAflQ..CJIY: Monday, Octobef 27, 1997, 1 :00 p.m., Canyon Lake Senior Cilizens 
Cenler, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SD 



eJEBBf.: 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1:30 p.m., State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Piem,, SO 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9:00 a.m., Canter for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

Al its November 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows: On the Int 
isStJe, the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consunws 
to receive the additional S1.75 in fede<al support. With respect lo the - iuue, the 
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline progran lo 11m fu1her reductions at this 
lime. On the third iuue, the Commission eliminated tm.exllling TAP progran that 
requires U S WEST and carrien that have pun;hased U S WEST e,a:har,gn 1011m a 
$3.50 reduction of local -lo lowincOme aJllol,aa llgll 60 and - - The Cammiuion 
fu1her ruled that the Souh Dakota Unk Up progrwn follow the FCC rulN. In addition, the 
Cam1ission ordet8d that stall, in consultation with the carienl, develop a -.s form 
for seW-certiflC8tion; that these forms be sent to all of their c:uston.-1 prior lo Januay 1, 
1996, and-, 10111.-~; and that the ___ the __ 

lo erry person or entity'-"°"~ On the fourth Issue, the~ ruled that the 
canier be required lofilewilh the FCC the inl0rmalion dei1oillllli1Q that the carrief'1 plan 
- the applicable FCC criteria and that the canier land an lnlomaionll copy lo the 
Commission. Further, that the carrien include in their annual report lo the CommilllKIII 
the number of subsaiberl who receive Lifeline and Link Up ouppo,t. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and tellimony received at the 
t.Mngs, the Commiuion makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclulions of law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The amint - Lifeline progrwn is referred to as the Tetept,one Auiltanca Plan 
[TAP). The cunint - link Up program is referred to as the Link Up Anwica program. 
The Commission implemented lhase program, in the U S WEST e,a:har,gn pur-,t lo 
its Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988, iuued in Oocl<8t F-3703, lo..lbl.MIIII[ 
of Jho lovntioetim jntg lnpfamontatjgn of a TtllQhOot WHICA P1lo fq: South Dakpta 
Cilllllmml. Elchibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers al U S WEST exchanges _,, 
required lo also off0< the TAP and Link Up America programs . .l!I. •-1-2. 

The amo<.rll of TAP assistance is S7.00, $3.50 of which is -.11y funded, with the 
remaining S3.50 fUnded by the local leleaxMlunicalions carrier. J!I, at page 3. Although 
U S WEST was originally allowed lo charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequenlly gave up lhal right in Docket F-3647-8. ID Ult Matter gf the Public Vlililin 
Commission lovestjgation into the Effects of the 1986 Jax Raform Act on South Qakota 
lJlililiu. Elchibil 5. In order lo receive the TAP assislanca, a member of the household 



rrust be 60 years of age or aide,- and pmticipate in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assillanee p,ogram. Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Uri< Up America - pn,vides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone........, connection --up lo a maximum of 
$30.00. Isl. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up uaillanee, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-<ncome one,gy IISlislance, must not~ have 
local telephone se<Vioe and must not have been provided telephone - at his or her 
residence within the pn,vious tine months, and --••4apendent for federal 
income tax_. (dependency criteria -. not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). l!I. The Link Up program is funded entirely out of -.1 funds. l!I. 

rv 

The FCC revised the am,nt Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Dod<el No. 96-
45, lo Ibo h1IIMi: ct feclnl:Stp Joi:C Bcwd IXl LlliYlcHI $tNjce ado!>led May 7, 1997. 
Begiming January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal -ine Lifeline support will 
be S3.50 per qualifying low-income consuner with ., additional $1 . 75 in -.1 support 
W the state comnission _, • coneaponding reduction in - local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional - Lifeline support in_, 8fTIOl.rn equal to one-half the 
amount of a,y stale Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) i1 also avail-. Isl. 

V 

The FCC further found that the r-.1 support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reductioninthe111iaalrrmJnicacarrier's_connection __ equaltoonehllK 
of the carrie(s customer connection charge or $30.00, whichever is less. 47 C.F.R. § 
54.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, W there is no 1tate Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer is eligible for support W the consuner participates in one of the following 
_..,., Medicaid; food slan1)s; Supplamental Sea,r1ty Income; federal public housing 
as-..:e; or the Low-Income Home Energy- Progam. 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.415(b). In add~ion. W there is no stale Lifeline or Link Up program, a customer 
must certify lnler penalty of perjury that the customer i1 receiving benefits from one of the 
- lilted above and agrees to notWy the carrier Wthe CUllomer ceases to participate 
in such program or programs. )d. 

VII 

The first issue is v.hether the ComTiission shouk:J approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow ccmsumers eligible for Lifeline support to race Mt the additional $1 . 75 in federal 



~ The Commluion finds lhal It - uh0rize intrastate rate reducllona for eligible 
telecormu1icationa cx,mpanies providing local exchange service lo allow eligible 
-.10 receive the additional $1.75 in - support. Thus, the total 1111101n al 
- support u $5.25 per eligible customer. 

VIII 

The second issue ii _the Commluion lhauld 181 I.IP a - Lifeline program 
to fund further reductiOnS in the in1raltale rate paid by the end .-. The Commiuion 
finda ft will not Ml I.IP a-• Lifeline program lo fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third iuue is - lo modify or eliminate the exilting Lifeline program or 
Uri< Up-. With,_,. lo the existing Uleline program, the Conmillion findl -
•--the exllling TN'_.., lhal rwquirw US WEST and carriers lhal ~ 
pun:haed U S WEST a:hangeo lo fund a 13.50 - al local - lo low lncana ..-..eo--. 111e Commiuion furthwfinda that the Souh a.. L.-. 
and Link Up ---I follow the FCC Nies. lie 47 U.S.C. ff 54.400 lo 54.417. 
The-al-llt,a FCC llllffandnot~fl.lllw-lurmdrnJCtlonlll 
that the FCC allglbllily ~and Nlf--~willapplylDthe 
ao.., Dalcata ~ and Uri< Up prt9WIII. In-. the Ccmniuion -lhal the 
Commluion -· in~ with the..,.., dall9lop a - form for_.. 
c:el1lllcallon. 1he..,.. -I send - l'orma lo aach CUiton. prior lo~ 1, 
1998. 1he can1erl -I allo send a form lo aach al their new ..-a. Flnalty, 1h11 
carriers-I rnaka lhll l'orma aval-to any penon or entity upon~ 

X 

Theb.lth islue •-t,aCommluion lhauldfile, orin t,aallematiw, ,...._ 
lhll....,loflle-withll,afund-. lla47C.F.R. f54.401(d). The 
Commluion findl the carin ll>all be --lo ftle Iha inlDnnation denalllllllov lhal 
lhll .....,.a p11n .-1h11 applicable FCC rulea Sid lhal 11,a...., _., ~ 
copy to the Comrnillion. The..,.._. a11o be 19q1Jirad lo Include in their annual 

raport lo the Conmillion the IUTlber al - """' - lilellna - Uri< Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commluion ha µitdidion -lhi• - p,nuant to SOCL Chapter 49-31, 
apecilically49-31-1.1, 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-7.1, 49-31-11 , 49-31-12.1, 49-31-12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 lo 54.417. 



Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a), the Commission authorizes intrastate rate 
redudions for e'igible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional S1 . 75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Convnission dedines to institute a state ~ine program to fund fu1her 
raciJctions at this time. The existing South Dakota Lifeline ..i Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 5'A00 to 54.417, incluaiv9, on 
Jan.ay 1, 1998. The Conwnlssion stall, in consultallon with the carTiers, shall develop• 
sUlndard fcm1 for self-awtification. The carTiers lhall send these f'om1I to each cuatomer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a fQ-m to each of their new 
customeB. Finally, the carriers shall make the f'om1I available to any pa-son or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d), the Conwnlsslon finds the carriers shall be 
requinld to file 1h11 infarmation demonstrating that the carriel's plan .- the applicable 
FCC rules ..i thll the carrier send a, - copy ID the Commlsslon. The carTiers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Cornmisslon the runber of 
subscribers who receive LWeline and Link Up support. 

ltislherefQ-e 

ORDERED, that the Commission authorizes intrutate rate reductions for eligible 
telecornmooicalions companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional S1 . 75 in f- support; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Convnission will nol 1111 up a state LWeline pn,grwn 
to fund further reductions at this time; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
prc>SJam; that the South Dakota LWeline and Link Up prog,wna follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission stall, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard fQ-m for self­
cartificalion; that the carriers shall sand these forms to all of their - prior to 
Jan.ay 1, 1998; that the carriers shall also send a fQ-m to each of their new custome,s; 
aid that the carriers make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; aid 
it is 



FURTHER ORDERED, Iha! the carrier shall file with the FCC the lnfannallon 
ddel.,.,o,.,""-llil"""III lhal the Clffle(s plan .-S the applicable FCC rulel and 1h11 the carrier 
MIid an lnfarmalicnl l%l(1f lo the CommiAlon. The carriers shall 1110 include In Iha.­
.,,,... NP0fl 10 the ecm,-. the runbw of M)ICtlbetl who receive Ufallne and Link 
Up oupport. 

~ at Plemt, South Dakota, t111s _..1L!!::day of--, 1997. 

Clll1WICA1IOI IIIMCI! BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
n. ......... ..., ........ ....... ...._ ..... ..,...,. .. ,..._ ,...."' ............... ..-.... ... ., .................. 111....., --~c--.,. ~~/ckdk 

- Jf/1sJ97 _ ..... 

~·~ 'ti/ -
SABtJ. 

~ 
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McCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY TELEPHONE TARIFF PART VII 
-.,., u-coo111yT...,.. .. c_.y OrtalulSMd9 
S.-.Y: 0-C-lllc■-d\b\oMcC_T_ 

FW-SDPIJC 
LOW INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

A. LIFELINE SERVICE 

I. Lifeline service is a program that wasts qualified low-income applicants with reductions in thrir 
monthly local exchange service rak. Lirclinc service includes: voice p1Mk: Kena to the: public 
switched network, local US1ge, dual-tone muld-frcqucncy signaling or its functional equivalent., 
single party service or its functional cquivalml, access lo emergency services. access to operator 
servi«s. access to inttff'xchange scnitt. accns to directory assistance, and toll limitation 
(except 10 the extent a wah'tt lrom ha\ing to provide toll limitaition has bttn granted by the 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission -soPUC'). 

The assistance provided through the Lirclinc prognm applies to I sinaSc tclq,honc line at the 
applicant's principal place of rcsidmcc. Qualified applicants 5hall have their monthly local 
exchange service ntc reduced by Sl .75. thus allowing the fcdtn] support ofSl .75, in addition to 
the SJ.SO of baseline fcdcnl support used to reduce the Lifeline cUS1omcr's rnidcntial rate. The 
total monthly credit prO\idcd is SS.25. 

2. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREME~TS 

To be eligible for assistan«. an applicant must participate in onc of the followina: 

a. Mtdicaid (e,a. Title XIX/Mtdical, stale supplemmtal assistance) 
b. Food Swnps 
c. Supplemental S«urity I~ (SSI) 
d. Fcdm.l Public Housing Assist.an« 
e. Low•lncomt Homt EnCTgy Assistance Program (LHEAP) 

The t.ifeline customer is responsible for notifying the Company if thc customer «ucs IO 
pa.rticipale in any of the public auistancc programs listed abo\-c. 

3. APPLICATION FOR ASSISTA."ICE 

In applyina for Lifeline Kl'Vicc, the qualifitd customcr must certify under penalty of perjury that 
they arc currm1ly participa1ing in 11 kuc one of thc above liSlcd quaJifyina public assistance 
programs. An applicant shall miucst telephone assistance throuah completion of a form 
provided by the Company. 

ISSUED: __ ~Qcscwlm-~llffl~ll.=lttz~-- EFFECTIVE: ___ J,.4MllY_,.Doo,._1,.
0 

_..,,-..,._ __ _ 

BV: IMront I ltWII Mwm: 
11do 



McCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY TELEPHONE T ARIFf PART VII 
-.,., Haato■ Co■■lyTtlepMwC- Onpoal-.JO 
-.y, e■-C-■lc■do■t,tNl\aMcC■■IIT-
FWwldlSDPIJC 

LOW INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

A. LIFELINE SERVICE (C-■cd) 

.. RATES 

~ 
W1i\'CT or Federal End-User Common Linc Charge SJ.SO 
Additional Fcdcnl Suppon 1.11 

Total SS.25 

b. Toll blockina WU be incluckd -.i th ltus srm« ofTfflll1 without dwp. No ICrVicc deposil 
is ttquittd if applicant ,,otuntarily clC'Cts toll blocking With tht initiation or Lifeline Service. 
Hov.'C\-cr, one month's local SttVicC' chatJcs may be required to be paid in advance. 

c. l.EC will not disconnttt Lifeline scmcc for non-payment of toll chafJes. 

d. Any Lifeline partial payments • ·ill be applied ftrst 10 local ICl'Vi« chuJcs lhen to toll 
c~.s. 

ISSUED: __ _.Qmwr,... __ .....,1, ..... tffl=.. __ EFFECTIVE: ---"'JMIUNal_!D■u:U.I ..&IZl"""----

BY: ___ _........,_~N■-.LJ.,..,. ____ ~ 



McCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY TELEPHONE TARIFF PART VD 
-.Y: Hu,o■ CN■tyT...,.._.C._y Orlllul SMel II 
-.,., H-C-dlltl■ McC■■l<T-.a 
FIIMwll.SDPUC 

LOW INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

8. LINK VP ASSISTANCE 

t. The Link Up Program is • plan which assists qualified low-income applicants with reduced 
service connttrion chuacs. The assistance applies for a single tclq,hone line at lhc applicant's 
principal place of raidcncc. A reduction of fifty pcn:cnt of all service connc:c1ion charges, or 
$30.00. whichever is lcu. will be provided to qualified applicants. 

1. The consumer shall rccci\·c the benefit of lhc Link Up Program for a second or subsequent time 
only for a principal place of rnidcncc v.i th an eddrn.s different from the residence addrns at 
which Link Up assistance was provided previously 

J. ELIGIBILITI REQUIREMENTS 

To be cliaiblc for ass1stan«, an applicant must participate in one of lhc foUowina: 

1 . Medicaid (e.a. Ti1~ XIX/Medical, state supplemental assistance) 
b. Food Stamps 
c. Suppkmcnul Security Income (SSI) 
d. Fcdcnl Publtc Housing Assistance 
c. Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Pfosram (LHEAP) 

4. APPLICATION FOIUSSISTANCJ: 

An apphcant shall request tclq,hone conncctKln assis&ancc through completion of a form 
proVNlcd by lhc Company. 

5. CHARGES AND DEFERRED PAYMENTS 

a. All cus&onwy Kl'Vicc connection charJn for iR5la11ina buic raidmtial t,c~ scrvic:e, 
cxc,pl security dq,osits, shall be mluc<d by 50% "' SJ0.00, whicbcvff if !cu. The 
assmancc does not nlCnd to inside wiring. 

b. An applicant may defer payment of lhe service connection cbarJa. Payments mey be 
deferm:t up to 12 months for connection chargn up to S200.00. lntcrcst will not be clmgcd 
on defcncd payments. 

ISSUl:D: __ _. ___ ILIIIL._.,lnzeu. __ l:Fft:CTIVE: ___ ..1111 .. uaoa..LI J.l!l!l'9L __ _ 
0... 0... 

BY: ___ J.IM-&dKR.Ll..tHBI---~ M11em: 
N- Tldo 
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