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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOIIMUNICATIONS 
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8l0Ull VALLEY TELEPHONE C011PANY 

IIOUNT--TELEPtlONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COIIPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPtlONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOIIMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATNE TELEPHONE 
COIIPANY 

STATELINE TELECOIIMUNICATION8, INC. 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OFHEARING 
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Tel7-070 

TCl7-G71 

TCl7-G74 

TCl7-G71 

TCl7-077 

TCt7-G71 

TCl7-

TC97-0l1 



IIERESFORD IIUNICl'Al TUEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

RC COMIIUIICATIONI, INC. 

SPUl1IOCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPUTROCK TELECOII COOPERATIVE. INC. 

TRM:OUNTY TELECOII, INC. 

MIIOUR tNOEPENOENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

IIRIIGEWATER~TOTA INDEJl:ENOENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UIION TUEPHONE COMPANY 

IICCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 
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TCt7-GII 

TCt7-100 

TCt7-101 

TCt7-1D2 
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TCt7-10I 

TCt7-113 
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A-.,gshallbehaldat 1:30P.M., on--.Y, -19, 1997, In Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. II shall be en edvel,-y proceeding oonducled 
pursuant to St ::L Chapler 1-26. All per1ies have the filt4 to be pr-,t and to be 
reprM«lled by en attorney. These rights and - due proceu rights shall be foo19ited 
W not e,cen:ised at the t.aing. K you or your reprnentative fail to - at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Decision will be - solely on the tellimony and 
evidence proyided, w any, cuing the -.,g or a Final Decilion may be i- by default 
pursuent to SDCL 1-26-20. All.er the hearing the Commiaion will consider all evidllnce 
and~ that was presened at the -.ig. The~ wiN lhon enter Findings 
al Fact, Conclusions al 1..N, and a Final Decision n,gording lhit -.. At a ,_,. of thio 
hearing, the Commission may - grant or deny the requnt from any of the -
captioned telecommunications -,ies requntlng dNignalion a en aligible 

telealrrmJnications caner, and the Commission shall ntablilh - -- for eligible 
- cariert. The Commission'• decition may be appaaled by the partial 
to Iha ttate CiraJit Court and the slate Sup,erne Court a provided by law. tt ii therelore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the lime and place ll)8Cilied - on 
the 1- al-the - caplionad-~-be 
granted deoignalionaeligible telecorTrnunic: carriars, and the Commiaion-1 
- ish service areas for eligible tateconmunicalions carriars. 

Pursuant lo Iha Americans with Diubil- Ad, thio '-Ing ii bN,g held in • 
physically acx:essible location. Please anact the P\lblic ~ Commiaion at 1-«>G-
332-1782 at -"8 holnpriortolhe ~ Wyou_ opecial _ lO ....... , ... 

can be ~ 10 aa:omrnodate you. . f'A 
Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, lhit _.2.._ day al-. 1997. 

caT9CAlE a, IIJMCf: 

""' ........... ...., ..... -.. ............... ...., .... ..... .. ,... ................... ..... ....... .., ..... .., ... -..... . 
......................... dllflllll 

~J;;/lp/J/19/!dh 
-~11/7/tJJ 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
Committionert Bwg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

~ Exewtive Director 
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p R O C g g P I N G S 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . We'll go ahead and ge t 

3 started . I'l l begin the hear i ng for the dockets 

relating to the elig i bl e telecommunications carrier ■ 

s designation . The time is approximately 1 : SO . The date 

i s November 19, 1997; and the location of the hearing 

i s Room 412, State Cap i tol, Pierre, South Dakota . 

I am Jim Burg , Commiaaion Chairman . 

9 Comm i ssioners Laska Schoenfelder and Pam Nelson are 

10 also present . I 'm presiding over thi• hearing. The 

11 hearing vas noticed pursuant to the Commiaaion•a Order 

12 For and Notice of Hearing iaaued November 7, 1997 . 

13 The iaauea at thia hearing ahall be aa 

14 follovs : One, vhether the requeating 

1 s telecommuni c ations company s hould be granted 

1 6 designation as eligible telecommunication• carriera; 

17 and , tvo, vhat service areas shall be eatabliahed by 

18 the Commission . 

19 All part i es have the right to be present and 

20 to be represented by an attorney . All persons so 

21 testify i ng wi ll be svorn in and subject to 

22 cross - examination by the parties . The Commisaion'a 

23 f i nal dec i s i on may be appealed by the parties to the 

24 State Circuit Court and the State Supreme Court. 

25 Rolayne Wi est vill act aa Commission 



■ taff. 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commi ■■ ion ■ taff . 

MR . HOSECK: camron Ho■eck, Commi ■■ ion 

MS . WIEST : We have had a requeat to take one 

s of the ■ e dockets first and that•• TC97-075 . Co any of 

the parties want to make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

Why don't you proceed with 07S then . 

MR . COIT: Sure, that• ■ fine . I really don't 

10 have an opening atatement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibit ■ that we would like to admit . And I underatanc 

12 there's also been some letter• aent to the Commiaaion 

13 that we would like to admit into the record•• evidence 

14 on the ETC queationa . And that would be Exhibit Number 

15 1 , which ia the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

16 designation, and Exhibit No. 2, which ia the reaponae 

17 of Fort Randall to a data requeat fro• ataff, dated, 1 

18 believe, October lat. And there are two letter■. 

19 don ' t know if we've marked tho■ e yet. 

20 (EXHIBITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.) 

22 MR . COIT : There are two other exhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No . 3 . Kathy Marmet , ia that 

24 the letter of Dakota or i ■ Exhibit 3 the letter . 

25 NS . MARMET : Exhibit 3 ia the letter of 



1 that Jne . (Pause . ) So at thia time are you offering 

2 Exhibit• 1, 2, 3 and 4? 

MR . COIT : Yes, that ' s correct . 

MS. WIEST : le there any objection to thoae 

S exhibits being admitted? If not , 1 , 2 , 3 and 4 have 

6 been admitted in TC9?-0?5. Then at this time I would 

7 ask if any of the parties have any que•tions pertaining 

to TC9?-0?5, including the Commiaaionera? 

The only question I would have, Rich , i• on 

10 the response to the data requeat, Exhibit 2 . And the 

11 firat question it talks about aingle party aervice . 

12 gueea it'a not absolutely clear that it'• available to 

13 all the customers the way that the atatement ia writter 

14 and answered. 

1 5 MR . COIT : Oh , because they said does the 

16 above-referenced company have this service. 

17 

18 

MS . WIEST: Right . 

MR . COIT : Yeah, I guess that is correct. 

19 And I a m not here today to aerve ae a witness . 

2 0 

21 

MS . WIEST : No . 

MR . COIT : If that • • a concern that you feel 

22 you need addressed , and I hate to aay thia, but I waa 

23 led to believe that if there were aome queationa on 

24 applications and there waa not a witneaa here to answe1 

25 that, those questions could be dealt with between now 



11 

l manner . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : That•• fine . 

MS . WIEST : Let's just go through them and 

then we'll have Harlan a• the witneae . Let'• go back 

s to TC97 - 068 . Does anyone have any queation ■ on 

6 TC97 - 068? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a clarification. What 

8 data request response is this? 

10 packet . 

11 

MS. WIEST : Yea. That would be in that 

MR . COIT : la there a chance that we could 

12 con ■ ider or deal with theae en•••••• Mr . Ho■eck has 

13 indicated or augge ■ ted? 

14 MS. WIEST : I ' d rather not ju ■ t because on a 

1s few of them I have a couple question■ on some of them . 

16 MR. COIT: Okay. Should I go ahead and 

17 introduce the exhibits? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST: Yea . 

MR . COIT: With re ■pect to Docket TC97-068 

20 there are two exhibits . Exhibit No . 1 is the actual 

21 ETC request filed by Vivian Telephone Company . And 

22 Exhibit No . 2 is the re ■ponae of Vivian Telephone 

23 Company to a data request from Commieaion staff. We 

24 would move the admission of thoae exhibit• . I do not 

2S have the dates. I don't have them here with me. 



13 

It's available to all customers? 

A . Right . 

MS . WIEST: Thank you . That ' s the only 

quest i on I have. Does anybody else have any questions 

f or t hi s wi tnes s for 068? If not, thank you . I did 

6 adm i t Exh i b i t 1 and 2 . 069 . 

MR . CO I T : We would move the adm i ssion of 

8 Exhibits No . land 2 in 069 , and that i a an ETC requeat 

9 o r application dated 6-9 - 97 and response to a staff 

1 0 da t a request dated 10 - 14 - 97 . 

11 MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not, they•ve 

12 been adm i tted . 

1 3 
COMMISSIONER SCHOBHFBLDBR : Bxcuae me , I do 

14 not have the data request up here with me for aome 

1 s r eason . I ' m sorry about th i s, but I need to go back 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li feline, Link Up . I think 

11 was t hat covered in the data request? I ' m sorry to be 

1 8 beh ind r.he e i ght ball , but I did not have that and ■ o 1 

1 9 need to know whether th i s company iB doing Lif ■ line, 

20 Li nk Up now or whether you need to -- whether you 

21 in tend to have that implemented by 1 - 1? 

2 2 A . 

23 Company? 

2t 

You ' re ref e rr i ng to the Vivian Telephone 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah , Vivian ia 

25 what we ' re do i ng now . 
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in their original applications . 

MR. COIT : I waa at the concluaion of going 

through, I guesa , the question• and ao forth, I waa 

basically -- before the Commission acts on any of 

S these , going to restate the request . But if the 

6 Commission has questions of Mr . Lee with respect to 

7 certain aspects of providing it, I would -- yeah, I 

e would suggest you go ahead and aak it. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I don ' t have a problem aa 

10 long as we know all of them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other words , i f it appliea to every one of them, 

12 then the statement at the end saying it applie ■ on all 

13 of them is adequate for me . or if you have some that 

14 already could do the toll control, we need to know 

15 that . I doubt if there are any at this time . 

16 MR. COIT : No , we don't. And the waiver 

17 request is included in all the application• . But juai 

18 to make sure it waa ruled on, I was intending on 

19 bringing it up again at the end . 

20 

21 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay. That' ■ fine with •e. 

MS . WIEST : Any other question• of thia 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? If not, we will go to 

23 T.C97-070 . 

24 MR . COIT : Again, I would move for the 

25 admi ■aion of two exhibits in TC97-070, and that ia the 
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to TC97-074 . 

MR . COIT : We would move for the admission of 

3 Exhibit No . 1, which is the ETC request dated 6-12-97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2 , responae to staff data reque ■ t date~ 

10 -3 1 -9 7. 

MS . WIEST : Are there any objection■ ? If 

7 not , 1 and 2 have been admitted . Are there any 

e questions concerning 074 ? I have the aame que ■ tion on 

g th i s one, Rich, with reepect to the data requeat number 

10 one . 

11 

12 

13 

14 filed . 

15 

MR . COIT : Would an affidavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, ••far•• all cuetomera . 

MR. COIT : Okay . I will make sure that gets 

MS . WIEST: Any questions on 074? If not, 

16 let ' s go to TC97-077 . 

17 MR. COIT : we would move for the admission of 

18 Exhibit No . l , which is the ETC reque ■ t and that's 

19 dated 6 - 13-97 . Also move for admiaaion of Exhibit No . 

20 2, vhich is a response to data requeat dated 10-9-97 . 

21 And there is also an Exhibit No . 3 in thia docket, a 

22 supplemental response to staff data request . It's 

23 da t ed 10-28-97 . we move the admission of all three 

24 exhibits . 

25 MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not , those 
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MS . WIEST : Are there any objections to 1 and 

2 2? If not, they ' ve been admitted. Any que ■ tions 

regarding this docket? So, Rich, with reepect to thi• 

one , you will be aeking at the end about the waiver for 

s the single party and all the other waivers; 1 ■ that 

right? 

10 

MR . COIT: Is there a waiver requeat in the 

Stateline on the single party issue? 

MS. WIEST: Yee . 

MR . COIT : I wa ■n't aware of that . 

11 understood there were ■ome companiee that had purchaeed 

12 US West exchange ■ that were ■ till in the proceee of 

13 converting eome party line ■. But, yea, if they need a 

14 waiver , I guess so . I'll renew that requeet . I don ' t 

1 5 have any factual information I can provide. I don't 

16 believe , Mr . Lee, are you here representing Stateline? 

17 MR. LEE : I am . And in conver ■ation■ with 

1 8 Stateline management yesterday, they indicated that 

19 they would l i kely need a waiver reque ■ t until March, 

20 April time frame when they can finish the conetruction 

21 to provide all one party service . 

22 MS . WIEST : And in their application they're 

23 actually ask i ng for a one-year waiver; correct? 

24 MR . LEE : But they•re willing to shorten it 

25 up . 
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1 party service to all customers, and the second waiver 

2 on toll control for o n e year -- one year from what 

3 date , Ri ch ? 

MR . COIT : I think 1 would guess that that 

s would be from the date of the order. 

10 

MS . WIEST: Okay . 

MR . COIT : On the toll control? You're 

speaking to the toll control ; correct? 

MS . WIEST : Yea , toll control. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 

11 as long as we're talking about the waivers both on toll 

12 control and on the single party aervice . As long•• 

13 you're asking for waivers, let•• make aure it'a done 

14 properly and that we 're not back here in two month• 

1 5 asking for more waivers. I would hate to go through 

16 this process, or would not like to go through this 

l 7 process again . I think we need to be accurate when 

18 we're doing it. I also have a question about what 

19 meets the requ irements of the Act? How much of a 

20 waiver can we give? 

21 to that. 

don ' t know as I know the answer 

22 MS. WIEST: Right . The time actually in the 

23 FCC Order is not specified . But it does say in 

24 paragraph 89 , I believe, that the Commiaaion must, upor 

25 a finding of exceptional circumatancea, you can make a 
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDBR, hate to belabor 

the point , and I know everyone want ■ to get through 

this, but to me it's very important that we do it 

right. And eo if it means that we need to &newer the 

5 question when we grant theae waiver ■ and we aend theae, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be ■ure that 

7 you have spelled out why these companie ■ -- at leaat 

thia ia what I'm understanding -- why theae companiea 

9 can't do toll control and why it'a going to take that 

10 long of a period of time to do aingle party aervice . 

11 And so I think that abould be in the application 

12 aomewhere, or at least in our motion•• we approve it , 

13 or we ehould have something on the record to aupport 

14 where we're going. 

15 MS . WIEST: They do explain the reaaona in 

16 their application, their original application, with 

17 respect to toll control . 

18 

19 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER , Okay. 

MS . WIEST : But if there are any further 

20 questions that the Commiaaion would like to aak at thi• 

21 time , if you need more information on that, we could do 

22 that now . 

23 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I would like to 

24 kno~ -· and this probably ian't true of all companiea . 

25 But of the ones you ' re teatifying for at leaat, 
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The second or alternative to that ia a 

2 software proviaioning of toll control . And , again, to 

3 my knowledge, there i ■ no interface between a aoftware 

ay ■ tem and a switch that haa that capability . 

5 Primarily because it would take real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and becau ■ e the customer control 

7 switch interexchange carrier it'a chooaing, there are a 

e myriad of optional call plane and rate atructures that 

9 would be applied . And, to my knowledge, there juat ia 

10 no technolo'gy , nor aoftware, available to carry out 

11 that program. 

12 COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR : And if I recall 

13 right , it doesn ' t -- it's not permiaaive , one or the 

14 other. You really to need to do all of the above. 

15 

16 

MR. LEE : It includea both, that•• correct. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I believe •o•e 

17 companies have asked the FCC for clarification, that 

18 sort of th i ng . And as far a• I know, you might have 

19 better information than I do that that deciaion ha• not 

20 been handed down by the FCC. 

21 MR . LEE: A, I doubt I have better 

22 information; and, B, I agree it ha• not been handed 

23 down , to my knowledge . There ia that clarification 

24 procedure request in front of the FCC . 

25 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 
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1 available, it i• in the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of that concept . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : With that I ' ll move that we 

4 grant the one-year waiver on toll -- what is it 

5 called? Toll limitation? Toll control ? 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

8 concur with that as long as the motion is understood 

9 that there will be aome formal way to limit toll for 

10 these customers just so that everybody understand• the 

1 1 motion . 

12 
CHAIRMAN BURG : 1 think in every application 

13 you agreed that you can do toll restriction --

14 

lS 

MR . LEE : Right . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 
if I remember reading the 

16 appli c ations , and that to me is aatiafactory . 

MR . LEE : Thank you . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Do you want them aa a 
17 

1 8 
19 separate motion? Okay . I ' ll alao move -- which one do 

20 we need on th i s one? 
MS . WIEST : The single party aervice until 

21 

22 June l at. 

23 
CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

24 waiver in TC97-081 in the single party requirement 

25 ~ntil June 1 , 1998. 



COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Yea . 

MS . WIEST : 069 , 

29 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll keep making them . I ' ll 

6 move we grant the toll control waiver in TC97•069 for 

7 one y"'?ar . 

10 

11 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: 070 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant toll 

12 cont rol i n TC97-070 for one year , the waiver for one 

13 year . 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : 171. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move that we grant toll 

18 control . the waiver for toll control, in TC97-071 for 

19 one year . 

20 

21 

22 

23 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : 073 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

24 for toll control in TC97-073 for one year. 

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 
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MR. COIT : we would move for the admission of 

2 the ETC request filed by Accent , dated 6 - 17 - 97 , and 

3 Exhibit No . 2, the reaponae to ataff data requeat whici 

ia dated 10-8 - 97 . 

MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, 1 and 2 

6 have been admitted. Any queationa regarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the toll, 

8 the waiver for toll control in TC97-083 for one year . 

10 

11 

12 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97-084 . 

MR. COIT : We move for the admiaaion of the 

13 ETC requeat dated 6•17 - 97 , which ia marked Exhibit No . 

14 1 , and we move for the admi ■ aion of Exhibit No. 2, the 

15 response to staff data requeat dated 10-8-97 . 

16 MS . WIEST: Are there any objection■ ? If 

17 not ~ they've been admitted. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waivez 

19 for toll control in TC97 • 084 for one year . 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'll concur. 

22 Doe ■ thi ■ have a single party queation on thi ■ one? 

23 MS. WIEST : No . They aaid in their original 

24 application that they are offering ■ ingle party ■ ervice 

25 to all con■umers . 
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HS . WIEST : Single party waa offered to all 

2 customers? Any other question ■ concerning this 

3 docket? I• there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant the 

s wa ive r for toll control to TC97-089 for one year . 

10 

11 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I ' d aecond it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : 085 , I believe . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Bxcu ■e me, 85 . 

MS . WIEST : TC97-086 . 

MR . COIT : we move for the ad■iaaion of ITC 

12 request, Exhibit No . 1, dated 6-17-97 , and reaponae to 

13 ataff data requeeta , Exhibit No . 2, which i ■ dated 

14 10-10-97 . 

15 MS. WIEST : Any objections? If not, they 

16 have been admitted . Same queation, can you anawer 

17 that, Mr. Lee? 

18 HR . LEE : I ' m sorry, I don ' t have the 

19 associated companies with the exhibit number■. Which 

20 company are we referring to? 

21 

22 

23 servicea . 

24 

25 

MR . COIT: Midatate . 

MR . LEE : They are currently all private line 

MR . COIT : Single party ; correct? 

MS . WIEST : Single party to all cu■tomer■ ? 
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MR . LEE : Correct. 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. TC97 • 088. 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of 

Exhib i t No . 1 , ETC requeat dated 6 - 17 - 97 , and reaponae 

5 to staff data requeet , which is Exhibit No . 2 , which i ■ 

dated 10 - 17-97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any objection■ ?· If not, Exhibit ■ 

1 and 2 have been admitted . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll ■ove we grant a waiver 

10 on toll control in TC97- 088 for one year . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

th i s one, 

aervice . 

COMMISSIONER NBLSON : I'd ■econd it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHORNPILDIR : Concur . 

MS . IIIEST , Can you anawer my que ■tion on 

Mr . Lee? 

MR . LEE : Company name, plea ■ e? 

MS . WIEST : Ea■ t Plain■ . 

MR . LEE, Currently ia all ■ingle party 

MS . WIEST : Thank you. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-0B9 . 

MR . COIT : lie move for the ad■ i ■■ ion of 

22 Exhibit No . l , which is the ETC reque ■ t dated 6 -17-97, 

23 and the admission of Exhibit No . 2, which i ■ a re■pon■e 

24 t o staff data reque ■ t , dated 10-21·97 . 

2S MS . WIEST : Any objection■ ? If not, they've 



COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST , TC97-092 . 

37 

MR . COIT : We move for the admission of 

Exhibit No . 1, which ia the ETC request of Kennebec 

5 Telephone Company da t ed 6-18-97, and move for the 

admission of Exhibit No . 2 , which ie the response to 

7 staff data request dated 10 - 10-97 . And I would note 

that Mr . Rod Bauer is here to re ■pond to any questions 

that the Commiaeioner ■ or staff may have concerning 

10 their requeat. 

11 MS . WIEST : Any questions concerning thi ■ 

12 docket? If not , do you have a motion? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG : Did we admit both those? 

14 MS . WIEST : I'm sorry, I did not. I will 

15 admit Exhibit Numbers 1 and 2 . 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant a 

17 wa i ver on toll control in TC97-092 for one year . 

18 COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd ■econd it . 

19 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 093 . 

MR . COIT : We would move for the adaiaaion of 

22 Exhibit No . 1, wh i ch i• the ETC request of Jeffer■on 

23 Telephone Company, dated 6-18-97, and move alao for the 

24 admi ssion of Exhib i t No. 2 , response to staff data 

25 request, which is dated 10 - 10-97 , And I would note 
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in the past? 

A. Currently Sully Buttes Telephone baa no 

3 multi-line . The fact is all single party •ervice . 

th i nk they added that language •uch that if there were 

5 a diaaater that they had to re•pond to, they wanted to 

reserve the right to offer party line under the 

7 emergency basis only. But they have for a number of 

8 year ■ been all aingle party ■ervice . 

MS . WIEST : Any other queation ■ ? 

10 CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 on tol J control for TC97-094 for one year . 

12 

13 

14 concur . 

15 

16 

COMMISSIONER NILSON: I'd ••cond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR: Well, I'll 

MS . WIEST : TC97-09S . 

MR . COIT : We would move for the admia ■ ion of 

17 ETC, Exhibit No. 1 , dated 6 -1 9-97, and admi••ion of 

18 Exhibit No . 2, reaponae to data requeat dated 

19 10 - 15 -9 7 . I would po i nt out that I believe that there 

20 might be an i ssue with reape:t to s ingle party aervice 

21 wa i ver in this case a• well . 

22 MS. WIEST : Right . At thia time are there 

23 any objection• to Exhibit land 2? If not , they've 

24 been admitted. Yea . And it would appear they would 

25 need a waiver . And my queation for apparently they 
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1 admission of Exhibit No . 2 , reaponae to data request 

2 dated 10 - 10-97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any objections? If not , they've 

been admitted . Any que ■ tiona concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

6 on toll control in TC97 - 096 for one year . 

10 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 - 097 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiaaion of 

11 Exh i bit No . 1, ETC request , dated 6-19 - 97 , and Exhibit 

12 No . 2 , response to data requeat dated 10 - 10-97 . 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objectiona? If not, they ' ve 

14 been admitted . Does anybody have any queationa 

1s concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll aove we grant a waiver 

11 for toll control in TC97-097 for one year . 

18 

19 

20 

21 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENPELDBR : Concur . 

HS . WIEST: TC97 - 098 . 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admiaaion of ETC 

2 2 request dated 6-19 - 91 , wh i ch i • marked Exhibit No. 1, 

23 and admiss i on of Exh i b i t No. 2 , which ie the reapon ■e 

24 to d a ta request dated 10-14 - 97 . 

2 5 MS . WIEST : Any objection to Exhibit ■ 1 and 
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than thi• that as manager of the South Dakota 

2 A■■ociation of Telephone Co-op• and the daily request ■ 

J we've had there that they do, in fact . provide all 

single party service throughout Robert• County Co-op, 

if that will suffice for your information here . 

MS. WIEST : Ia that ■ufficient7 

MS . CREMER : That•• aufficient. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

10 for toll control in TC97-099 for one year . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd ■econd it . 

COMMISSIONER SCKOBNPBLDBR : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 - 100 . 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of 

15 Exhibit No . 1 , which ia the ETC requeat dated 6-19-97, 

16 and admission of Exhibit No . 2, re ■ ponae to data 

17 request dated 10·9-97. 

18 MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not, they "ve 

19 been admitted. Same question on thie one . 

20 

21 

MR . LEE: I don ' t know the anawer . 

MR . COIT : There is -· Mr . Lee ia not here 

22 repreaenting RC Communication• today, ao I auapect 

23 we'll have to deal with that with a late-filed exhibit 

24 i f that•• okay. 

25 MS . WIEST: Okay . 



=oMMISSIONER NELSON : I ' d second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97-l05 , 

•• 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiaaion of !TC 

S request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97, and admia ■ ion of 

Exhibit No . 2, reaponae to data request dated 10-14-97. 

MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not , Exhibit ■ 

l a nd 2 have been admitted. Any queationa concerning 

9 th i s docket ? 

1 0 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 for to l l control in TC97-10S for one year . 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I ' d aecond it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNFBLDBR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-108 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the adaia•ion of ETC 

16 requeat, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6 - 23 - 97, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No . 2, reaponae to ataff data 

18 request dated 10-14 - 97 . 

19 MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not, Exhib i t• 

20 1 and 2 have been admitted . Same question . can you, 

21 Mr . Lee, anawer that one? Ia that aingle party aervica 

22 available for 

23 

24 

2S 

MR . COIT: For Paith . 

MR . LEE: I do not repreaent them, I ' • aorry. 

MR . COIT: We vould requeat permiaaion to 
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1 Telephone Company service area . It ha ■ been since the 

2 late ~eventies . 

9 

10 

MS . WIEST : Are there any other ■ queationa of 

this witness ? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

for toll control in TC97-113 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNPBLDBR : Concur . 

MS . WIBST: TC97•114 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiaaion of ETC 

11 request of the Bridgewater-Caniatota Telephone Co■pany, 

12 which ia dated 6-25-97, that•• &xhibit No. 1. And alac 

13 move for the admi ■aion of Exhibit No . 2, which i ■ 

14 re ■ponae to data requeata of staff dated 10-9-97. And 

15 Hr. Haugen i ■ here•• well to reapond to any que ■tion■ 

16 in thia docket. 

17 MS . WIEST: Firat of all, any objection to 

18 Exhibit• land 2? If not, they've been admitted. And 

19 I would ask the same queation. 

20 MR. HAUGEN : Single party aervice ia 

21 available to all the cuatomera in the 

22 Bridgewater-Canistota Exchange•. 

23 MS . WIEST : Thank you . Any other queationa 

24 of th i a witneaa? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 
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MS. WIEST : Any objection? If not, Exhibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any queationa concerning 

thia docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

for toll control in TC97 - 117 for one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97-121. 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiaaion of 

10 Exh i bit No . 1 , the ETC requeat of Kadoka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the ~dmiasion of Exhibit No. 2 , reaponae to data 

12 reque ■ ts dated 10 - 28-97 . 

13 MS . WIEST : Any objections to Exhibits 1 and 

14 2? If not , they've been admitted. Any queationa 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

17 for toll control in TC97-12l for one year . 

18 

19 

20 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : 1·11 aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-125. 

21 MR . COIT : We'd move for the adaiaaion of ETC 

22 request. Exhibit No . 1 , dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No . 

23 2 , reaponae to data requeat of ataff , which ia dated 

24 10-29-97 . 

25 MS . WIEST : Any objection to Bxhibita 1 and 
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CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

for t~ll control in TC97-131 for one year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . Wi f ST : TC97-154. 

MR . COIT : We would move into the record 

1 Exhibit No . 1, the ETC requeat , dated 9-10-91 , and alao 

e Exhibit No . 2, the reaponae to data requeat dated 

9 10 - 16-97 . 

10 MS . WIEST : Any objection to Exhibit 1 and 

11 2? If not, they have been admitted . Let' ■ ■ee, on 

12 this one this was one of a couple that no time period 

13 was requested for the waiver . I aaau■e you ■ till want 

14 the one year'? 

15 MR . COIT : Mr . Barfield ia here . He could 

16 reapond . He's Mr . Bob Barfield , manager for Neat 

17 Ri ver. 

18 MS. WIEST: They request a waiver but thia ia 

19 one of the few ones that didn't a ■ k for one year , ae 

20 far as I can see, or any time period . So I was 

21 wondering if there was any different time period that 

22 was being requested . 

23 •o• aAaPxaLD, 

24 called as a witne ■ a, being first duly sworn, 

2s waa examined and teatified aa follow■ : 
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1 question with respect to the length of the waiver . 

MR . BARFIELD : And the responae would be the 

3 same. we would aak for a year on the waiver. 

MS . WIEST : Thank you. Any other questions? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: With that I'll move that we 

6 grant a waiver on toll control in TC97-155 for one 

7 year . 

10 

11 TC97•lf7 . 

12 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : I'd aecond it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I concur . 

MS . WIEST : Thank you . Let ' s skip to 

MR . COIT : I would juat note that Three River 

13 Telco is not an SDITC member company, ao I'm not really 

14 here today to represent Three River Telco. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: Nobody ia here? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any queationa on 

17 it, or do we have to have repreeentation? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST: Somebody need• to move it in . 

MR . COIT : Well, if you ' re looking for a 

20 body, I guess 1 can serve aa the body . 

21 MS. CREMER : Otherwiee , I can move to admit 

22 the two exhibits , Number 1, 10-10-97, the requeet for 

23 ETC, and 11-7 - 97 , the amended -- oh, I'm •orry, that•• 

24 US Weat. Let me try that again. 10·16 of '97 i• the 

25 request and 11·13-97 ia the amended requeat, and I 
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1 please . 

A. Harlan Beat . 

Q . And what ia your job? 

A. I am deputy director of fixed utilities for 

s the Public Utilities Commi ■ aion, South Dakota . 

Q. And have you been pre ■ent in the hear ing roo 

7 this afternoon for the hearing on theae application■ ? 

A. Yea. 

Q. And have you had the opportunity to review 

10 the caption in the notice of thi ■ hearing which liat ■ 

11 the cases which are before the Commi■■ ion on thi ■ date? 

12 

13 

A . 

o. 

Ye a. 

And are you familiar with the application■ in 

14 each of the ■ e cases ? 

1S 

1 6 

A . 

o. 
Yea . 

Aa a part of your job , have you reviewed 

17 those applications? 

18 

19 

A . 

o. 
Yea , I have . 

You have before you an exhibit numbered 

20 Staff's No . l ; ia that correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

o. 
Yea . 

And is that an exhibit that you prepared in 

23 the course of your dut i es ? 

24 

2S 

A . 

o. 
Yea , it is. 

Just briefly explain to the Commiaaion, 
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MS . WIEST : Ia there any objection ? 

MR. COIT: My comment would be that I juat 

received thi• ao I haven ' t had an opportunity to go 

through to make sure this ia all accurate. gueea I 

5 can take Mr . Best's word that it ia accurate and I'll 

6 have to do that, I guee& . Other than that, I don't 

7 have any comment . 

10 

MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

look it over? 

MR . COIT : Well, it might take me a while, ■c 

11 I don't have any objection . 

12 MS . WIEST : Okay . Then Staff Exhibit No . 1 

13 will be admitted into all of the docket• that we have 

14 gone through so far . 

1 5 

16 Q . 

MR. HOSECK : Okay . Thank you . 

Baaed on the review of tbe ■e docket ■ that you 

17 have done and rely i ng to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staff ' s Exhib i t No . 1, did the applicant companie ■ meet 

19 the requ i rements of becoming an eligible 

20 telecommun i cations carr i er? 

21 A . Yea, they have , with the noted late-filed 

22 affidavits that will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

24 Q . And with regard to adverti ■ ing aervicea 

25 exchange-wide, do you have a recommendation to the 
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A . Yea. 

MR . COIT , No further question• . 

MS . WIEST : Me . Roger a? 

MS . ROGERS : No, no quea tiona . 

MS . WIEST, Mr . Heaston? 

MR. HEASTON: No . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The only question I'd have ia 

8 there any •- i s advert i s i ng identified in any way? I• 

there any criteria for what advertising meana in the 

10 context of th i s ? I a the methods in the PCC Order•• 

11 we l l ? 

12 MS. WIEST : I'm aorry, what wa ■ the 

13 question? 

14 CHAIRMAN BURG : The que ■ tion l had for Harlan 

15 or anybody elae ia , i s there a meaning, i ■ there a 

16 description, defin i t i on for advertiaing, what that 

17 constitutes ? 

1 8 MS. WIES T: Under the statute itself 

19 214(e) (1) (B) they must advert i ae the availability of 

20 such services and i f you're referring to the aervicea 

21 t hat are supported by federal univeraal service and the 

22 charges the refore using media of general diatribution . 

23 

24 me . 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . l think that aatisfiea 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Doe ■ that mean for 
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A. Yes. They would do it originally, and once a 

2 year after . 

MS . WIEST : How would they advertiae? 

4 Where? 

A. Where would they adverti•e? 

MS . WIEST : Yea. 

A . Whatever general di ■tribution it meets 

8 according, I aaaume , it mean■ newapapere and those 

9 types of publications . 

10 MS . WIEST : So it could be any type of 

11 general diatribution media once a year? 

l2 A. Whatever ia available within their given 

13 exchange■ that they aerve . 

l4 MS . WIEST : And it would only be for thoae 

1S services supported right now by federal univeraal 

1 6 service? 

l7 

lB 

A . Yea . 

MS. WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate for one of those aervieea , then that would have tc 

20 be re-advert i sed at that time ? 

2l 

22 

A . hs . 

MS . WIEST : Are there any other queationa of 

23 this witness? If not, thank you . Actually, I do . 

24 Could you retake the atand , Harlan? I guea ■ we have a 

25 question for you . Could you look at your exhibit for 
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l Exhibit 1 , which is the requeat, and Exhibit 2, which 

ia the amended request , and Exhibit 3, which ia the 

aervice territory map . That ' ■ Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 

reapectively in the docket . 

MS . WIEST: Any objection to Exhibit ■ 1 , 2 

and 3? Oo you have a copy of the aervice territory 

7 map ? Are there any objection■ to Exhibit• 1, 2 and 3? 

If not , they ' ve been admitted . You may proceed, 

9 Mr. Heaaton . 

10 MR . HEASTON : We would alao join in the 

11 motion on the toll control . The reaaon we did not •••k 

12 a waiver in the initial application i ■ becauae •• 

13 read Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97-157 

14 indicated that toll blocking would be aufficient in the 

1s meantime and it was dependent upon when you upgraded 

16 ■ witches . And so we do not feel we need a waiver of 

17 toll control, but the common wiadom ••••• to be there · 

18 needs to be a waiver, ■owe will follow the herd here 

19 and request the toll control waiver al ■o . 

20 And we are also one of the partie■ to the 

21 request of the FCC to recon■ ider the toll limitation, 

22 that this i ncludes both toll blocking and toll 

23 control . And I guess we wo uld also point out that witb 

24 the implementation of number portability that ia going 

25 to impact toll control ■omewhat aignificantly . And ao 
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1 there . l can understand why technology wasn ' t there, 

2 but I didn ' t - - I wasn't in Congre•• when they voted 

that was part of the Act. 

MR. HEASTON : It's not part of the Act. 

s guess that ' s the first thing . It's an FCC -­

COMMISSIONER NELSON : It's a rule . 

MR. HEASTON: It ' s an FCC dictate . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : But it has the same 

g weight as the rules and statute unle•• it's changed in 

10 court ; right? 

11 
MR . HEASTON : That's true . But unleaa the 

12 FCC changes , as we've urged them to do. 

13 
COMMISSIONER NELSON: Right . So I'm 

14 seconding your motion with the under ■tanding it's 

15 exactly as we had stated it originally ; i ■ that 

16 correct? 

17 

18 year. 

19 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the motion wa ■ for one 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 believe the 

20 Motion was for one year, a waiver for one year, and l 

21 didn ' t know that the motion had any thing more than 

22 that, than just a wa i ver from toll control for one 

23 year . 

24 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doean•t . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I ' ll concur . 
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1 pieces of paper . so if we can find a way to 

con ■olidate it at that time, I would welcome any 

3 euggeetions . That ' s all I have . 

MR . HEASTON : I have Mr . Lehner available 

s here, and we do have a couple queetiona to aak him. 

JO■ LS■-■a, 

called as a witneea, being first duly sworn, 

was examined and teatified •• followa: 

DIRECT BXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. HEASTON : 

11 Q . Mr. Lehner, in our application we described 

12 the iaeue of eliminating multi-party aervicea and goin 

13 to single party service throughout Us Neat aervice 

14 area ■ . Can you update the Commiaaion on the etatua of 

1s that consiatent with what we've already put in the 

16 application? 

17 A . Yd 9 . As of October 31 of thia year the 

18 number of multi-party or two- and four-party cu1tomer1 

19 in us West's territory ia 612. 612 . 

20 

21 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

Q. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : What waa the date on that , 

A■ of 10 - 31 - 91 . 

And what can you tell the Commieaion about 

24 our continuing effort to eliminate the multi-party 

25 aervice7 
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1 exhibit . Let me juat read them off . Arlington is 

four · Belle Fourche, six; De Smet , four; Huron, three; 

3 Lake Preston , one . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Do you vant to start 

s over? 

A. Arlington, four ; Belle Fourche , aix; De Smet, 

four ; Huron , three; Lake Preeton, one ; Madi ■ on, two; 

e Milbank, ~ our ; Pierre, two ; Redfield, two; Sia ■eton , 

9 aix; Spearfish, two; Volga, five ; Watertown, ten ; 

10 Yankton , one . 

11 Q. Is there a particular rea ■on? Ia it like 

12 Anaconda line or something? 

13 A. It's a combination of many factors, but you 

14 mean as far as the 52 are concerned? 

1S 

16 

Q . 

A. 

Yes . 

It's a combination of many factora. We're 

17 talking about feeder distribution, we ' re talking about 

18 in some cases a PAIR GAIN ay■ tem■ l i ke Anaconda that 

19 would need to be replaced . 

20 

2 1 I have . 

22 

MS . CREMER : Okay. That•• all the question• 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Have you inveatigated any 

23 other technical solution• other than to a eingle party 

24 other than line exteneion? 

2S A . You mean in order to provide a aingle party 
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MS . WIEST : And does it provide local usage? 

A. Yea . 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide dual tone 

4 multi-frequency signalling or its functional 

5 equivalent? 

A . Yea . 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide aeceaa to your 

8 emergency services ? 

A. Yea . 

10 

11 serv i ces? 

12 

13 

A . 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide acceea to operator 

Yea . 

MS . WIEST : Do you provide acce•• to 

14 i nterexchange aerv i ce ? 

1 S 

16 

A . Yea . 

MS . WIEST : And do you provide acccaa to 

11 directory assistance? 

18 

19 

A . "" · 
MS . WIEST : And you ' ve already talked about 

20 toll control and the waiver . Do you provide or a r e you 

21 able to provide toll blocking? 

2 2 

23 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST : Then getting back to your requeat 

24 f o r the waiver on s i ngle party aervice, I know in your 

25 application you talked about the one ■ that you have no 
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A. Yea . 

MS . WIEST : And in the FCC' ■ public notice 

96 - 45 iaaued 9-29-97, it doea ■ tate that we mu ■ t aend 

to USAC the name ■ of the ETC' ■ and the designated 

5 service areas for nonrural carrier ■ no later than 

6 December llat, 1997 . And I know you made some 

reference to these things in your application , but I 

8 don ' t think you really told us what you want your 

9 serv i ce area to be . Because the FCC ha ■ told ua that 

10 we better not adopt your study area•• your service 

11 area for large ILBC'a . Do you have aervice area■ for 

12 your company that you want the Co■■iaaion to adopt at 

13 this time ? 

14 A. Well , I auppoae that •- and , Bill, jump in 

15 here , I gueaa , to help me with this . But I auppoae 

16 that our service area ought to be our exchange■ in the 

17 a t ate of South Dakota . Now , the study area i• a 

18 different iaaue and that haa not been determined yet . 

19 But I would think that our ••rvice area would be our 

20 exchanges that we serve in the atate of South Dakota . 

21 MR . HEASTON : If I may from a legal 

22 atandpoint, there ia no definition yet; and certainly 

23 our aervice area would be thoae area• within which we 

24 are authorized to prov i de the aupported aervicea . 

2S MS . WIEST : Right . And that' ■ my queation . 



A. 1 can't anawer that exactly . It'• 

2 approximately 3S . 

MS . WIEST: It would be attached? 

MR. HEASTON : It'e on our exhibit to our 

S application . 

MS . WIEST : So however many with the 
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7 amendment the three that were mi ■ aed . That ~ ■ how many 

■ ervice areaa you would like the Commi ■■ ion to 

9 designate for US West at thia time? 

10 A. t gue ■ a I'm not aure whether we would want to 

11 deaignate each exchange . 

12 MS . WIEST : My problem ia we are auppoaed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 3lat what your deaignated 

14 service area is. 

15 A. 

16 exchange . 

17 

18 about it 

19 

Then I suppoae we ought to do it exchange by 

MS . WIEST: If you want more time to think 

MR. HEASTON : Yea, I think I would.. I mean 

20 thia ia not something that•• come up in the other two 

21 state ■ that I've done this in, and I had the ■ame ba ■ ic 

22 application . I will have to •· I will do a late-filed 

23 exhibit on that if I could with an affidavit from Jon. 

24 MS . WIEST : Okay. 

25 MR . HEASTON : What are you relying on again, 
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r equire an ILEC to ■erve area ■ other than they have not 

2 tradittonally aerved . 

MR . HEASTON : Yea . And, aee, thia •• what 

the problem this cauaea ia where you have not 

s conaidered and have left to the FCC to determine how 

6 that•• going to be modeled from a proxy atandpoint . 

7 And , yea, we are advocating ■aaller geographic eleaenta 

than the wire center for univeraal high coat ■upport 

9 but I do not have a South Dakota ■pecific look becau ■e 

10 thia Commi ■■ ion decided not to do their own earlier 

11 thi ■ -· u ~ouple month• ago, •• oppo■ed to Wyoming and 

12 North Dakota where I do have that becau ■ e tho■e two are 

13 looking at doing their own, or augge ■ting their own 

14 coat study . So I do have the ■■all grid■ , •• we call 

15 it, and I could identify that for you . I cannot 

16 ident if y anything amaller than right now than a wire 

17 center . 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST : Okay . 

MR . COIT: Excuae me, may I comment briefly 

20 on thia? And I understand that I'm not a party but I 

21 do be lieve it was my understanding today that the whole 

22 iaeue of disaggregated eervice areaa for US Weat or 

23 any other company may come up . But I would like to •a1 

24 we certai nly have an intereat in the iaaue. And I 

25 th ink that the FCC rule ■ indicate that - - the order• 



1 i ■ aue wi th respect to US Meat . And it'• just my 

u nder•tanding the commi ■■ ion doe ■ have to do the 

service area in order for US Weat to get your 

4 universal service money . 
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MR . HEASTON : If I could have until whatever 

6 date was suggested earlier on getting the additional 

7 affidavits in , I ' ll have a recommendation for you from 

e US West on that . 

MS . WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

10 questions of this witneaa? One more queation , 

11 Mr . Lehner . Do you have any obaervation to what 

12 Mr . Beat suggested as advertiaing requirement ■ for your 

13 company ? 

A . I'm not sure that I under■tood exactly what 

1s he was requiring . If the requireaent i• to advertiae 

16 it once a year in the newapaper, I don't think•• have 

17 a problem with that . 

18 MS . WIEST : And getting back to ■ ingle party 

19 service i a high coat , the only barrier i ■ to provide 

20 single party service to tho■ e 52 cu ■tomer■ ? 

21 

22 

A . Yea. 

MS . WIEST : la it al ■o US Meat ' ■ po■ition 

23 that the aettlement agreement that you've ■ tated ia 

24 suspended concerning single party aervice no longer 

25 applies where I believe you atated you would have 
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1 of Mr . Lehner . And the reaaon I have a queation ia 

2 because in your amended application you might have 

3 addreaaed i t, however, I don ' t have a copy of that and 

I apologize. But you addressed in here and you have an 

s exhibit on your or i ginal applicat i on that regards 

6 Li feline , Link Up. And baaically what it ia it's your 

7 tariff , or a page that lookalike a tariff page to me . 

e Now , US West really intends to comply with the 

9 Commission order in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 

ll 

12 that . 

l3 

l4 

lS 

16 

A . 

A . 

Absolutely . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I need to know 

And that page doean•t apply any more . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOBNFELDBR : Thank you. 

MS . WIEST: Any other queationa? Thank you . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I gueaa I have a 

11 question . You know, you -- when you were talking about 

18 why you shouldn't have to provide thi• eingle party 

19 systems for these areas that you lieted like Spearfiah 

20 and Pierre and all the list that you went through - -

21 

22 

A . Yea . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON : Why would it - - it ju•t 

23 se-ema weird to me that it would be that expensive to 

24 prov i de those services in some areaa . Like Pierre and 

25 Huron , those are pretty -- I mean can you explain that 
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because I was thinking maybe the ■ e lines had to be run 

2 out mile• and miles and miles and there's nobody out 

there or aomething . But if thia is in a fairly 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem to me that these 

5 people should have to live with just two party 

telephone system when most of the world doesn ' t, as we 

7 know it in South Dakota, doesn't have to do that 

e because the lines are all filled up . I mean I'm 

looking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

10 especially when some of those little companies are 

11 saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've ■ade 

13 every effort to say , well, we want a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end of the year or whatever . 

15 A , I think that most of the companies you've 

16 been listening to up until now·· and I obviously can't 

17 speak for them, but I think you're talking about 

18 engineering that waa done probably 1S, 20 years ago in 

19 moat of these companies' caaea where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that . Me did not do that . We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 des i gned not to provide single party service . There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requirements that we've had . They ' ve had the abilit~ 

2s to spend that kind of money and recover it . Now , t can 
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1 to 52, we ought to get a liet of thoa e names and eee if 

2 we could work it out . I share what Counsel has said . 

I ' m not sure we can make the exception . I know that 

4 US West•• counael has given ua what I call a short 

5 term one, that i n other words, we could give the waiver 

for a lim i ted period of time , but I don't know that ' s 

7 an i ndef i n i te solution and we probably ought to work -­

look at working together to meet and find the aolution 

9 to meet the FCC rules I think if we can. But ao many 

10 - - maybe , I guea ■, what I would like to reque ■ t ia the 

11 a c tua l. name and location of thoae 52 filed at some 

12 time . I don ' t care whether it•• part of thia docket o 

13 not . 

14 

1 5 

A . 

16 thank you . 

1 7 

I th i nk that can be provided . 

MS . WIEST : Any other queationa? If not, 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I auppoae we do need aome 

18 type of waiver i n order to grant them an ETC atatua . 

19 MS . WI EST : Sorry, for which now? 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG : For single party . 

2 1 MS . WIEST: At thia time ataff haa a witne ■ a 

22 on th i s case first . 

2 3 

24 

2 5 

MS . CREMER : Staff would call Harlan Beat. 

UaLll ■HT, 

ca l led as a witne ■ s, be i ng previoualy ■worn, 



MS . WIEST : Any que ■tiona , Ma . Milka? 

MS . WILKA : No question■ . 

MS. WIEST: Commiasionera? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The queation I'd have is 
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s baaed on that, should we not - - I mean is this -- what 

6 do I call it? Ia this a document that ia filed in 

7 these hearings? 

MS. CREMER : Yea . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I gueaa I think we ought to 

10 correct that exhib i t t o put no on each of those that 

11 we ' ve nade a waiver for on the aingle party because I 

12 be lieve the answer is no and we've made a waiver to 

13 satisfy that . 

14 

15 

16 

MS. CREMER : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Since that •a filed . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not move( 

17 for a waiver in that area, have we? 

1 8 CHAIRMAN BURG : Yes , for six months on one 

19 other company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have two single party waiver• 

21 so far , but US Weet we haven't moved yet; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : But if we do and for any we 

23 do , since he's a witness on the •tand and thie is his 

24 document, I think that thie document •hould be 

25 corrected to reflect, no, they do not meet that to 
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1 d i dn't really need it in mine . But I can certa i nly 

2 move it . 

MS . WIEST : It ' a up to you . 

MS . CREMER: We don ' t need i t in this docket . 

HS . WIEST: Any other questions of this 

6 wi tness ? Thank you . Anything else from any of the 

7 parties? At this time I believe the Commiaaion will 

e take these matters under advisement . We are waiting 

f or some late-filed exhib i ts in some dockets , and it 

10 wil l be possible that perhaps the Commiaaion will make 

11 the deciaiona either at a Commiaaion meeting or at the 

12 December 2nd hearing on some other related ETC 

13 dccketa . Are there any question■ from anybody or any 

14 comments ? 

1 5 MR . COIT : I would just, for the record , like 

16 to formally request t hat the Commiaaion deaignate each 

17 of the -- based upon the record, the affidavit ■ yet to 

1 8 be subm i tted , that the Commi ■•ion de•ignate each of the 

19 rural telephone Compan i e• , SOITC member companie■ , a ■ 

20 ETC's and tha t thei r study ar e as be deaignated aa their 

21 servic e area . That ' s all I have . 

2 2 MS. WIEST: Thank you . That will close the 

2 3 hearing . 

24 (THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M. ) 

25 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILl11ES COMMISSION 
RECEIVED 

JUt I O 1997 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 
HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D.18/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMIINICA TIONS CARIUJ:R 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
DOCKETT07-

Hanson Communications d/bla Hanson County Telephone Company ( .. Hanson; 

pursuant 10 47 United States Code Section 214(e) aod 47 Code of Federal Rqulations Section 

54.201 hereby seeks from lhc Public Utilities Commission (--Commission/ desiplllion u an 

.. eligible telecommunications carrier" within the local exchange aeu thal comtil\dc its service 

area in South Dakota. lo ,uppott oflhil ,...-. Hamon ofTen the following: 

I. Pursuant to '7 U.S.C. § 214(e) it is the Commission's responsibility to desipwc local 

exchange caniers ( .. LECsj u .. eligible telecommunications carriers" ( .. ETC1"). or in other 

won!s, to detennine wbidl LECs have auutned univenol service obliplions c:onammt with the 

fedaal law aod llhould be deaned eligible to receive fedcnl univerul service support. At 1cut 

one eliaible telecommunicalioas carrier ii IO be delillllled by the Commiuion for each .-vice 

area in the State. However, in the cue of ,._ ,c:rved by "nttal telephone .,..._;es", the 

Commission may not designate more than one LEC • an ETC without 6nt findina Ihm such 

additional designation would be in the public intfflst. Under 47 CFR § S4.201, ~ 

January I. 1998, only telecommunications carrien tbll have received deligmlion &om the 

Commiaion to save u III eligaDle telccommmications carrier within their ta'Yice area will be 

eli&ible to n:ceivc federal universal service support. 

2. Hamon is the fitcilitieo-bacd local excbanJe carrier presently providing loeal 

exchange telecommunications servica in the following exchanges in South Dakota: 

Alexandria 605-239 



Hanson to its knowledge is the :,nly c:arrier today providing local exchange 

telecommunications services in the above identified excblnge area. 

3. Hamon in accord with 47 CFR § 54.101 offers lhc: following local exchange 

telecommunications services to all consumers throughout its service area: 

Voice grade ac<:e11 to die public swi!Ched -; 

Local exchange scmce including Ill IDIOUDI of local ..... li<c of per minute 

charges under a f1al raled local ICIVice package and as part of a ..........S 

local service off'ering; 

Dual tone multi-liequency signaling; 

Access to emergency services such u 911 or enhanced 91 I public service; 

Access to operator services; 

Aca ll to interexcbange service; 

Accaa 10 dirodory aaillance; and 

Toll blocking ICIVice 10 qualified low-income comumen. 

1'J noled above. Hamon doa provide toll limilalioo ,emce in lhc: form of toll bloclaa& 

to qualifying comumers. however, the additional to!I limitation. service of "toll control" u 

defined in die new FCC univcnal service na1ea (47 CFR f 54.400(3)) ii DOI provided. - is 

DOI aware that 111y local excbqe carrier in South Dakoca hu a C..- capability to provide 

IIICb ,ervice. The FCC pve no indicalioa prior to die 1<leue of its univcnal oervic:e onler (FCC 

97-157) that toll control would be impoled u ae ETC laVice requirancal and, to our 

informalion and belief, u a raw!, LECs nationwide aro no< pooitiooed IO make die ,ervice 

immediaiely available. In onler for Hamon IO provide die ,ervice. additional usage lnCkin& aed 

- capabilities will bave to be installed in ill local swifcbinJ equipmmt. Al minim-, lhc: 

,ervice roquires a switcbinJ 10ftw11< _. aed a1 this time Hamon ii investigatina aed 

aaempting to delcrmiae wbelher the necessaiy aoftw11< hu been developed and when ii mighl 

become available. 



According. HIIIIOO is faced with exceptional circwmtanccs concerning its ability to 

make the toll control service available u Id forth in the: FCC's univenal service rules and must 

request a waiver &,m the requirement to provide IUCb service. At this time, a waiver for a 

period of ooc: .,_ is req-ed. Prior to lbe end of lbe ooc .,_ period, Hamon will rq,on boclt 

to Ille Commissioa with tpoeific information indicalina wbm die neceaary -rt -­

can be made ml Ille service cm be made available to mist low income customcn. The 

Commission may property grmt a waiver from Ille "toll conln>I" requumient - to 47 

CFR S4. IOl(c). 

4. Hamon has previously ml will cootinue to advcniac Ille availability of ill local 

exchange services in media of genenl dislribution throupoul the exchange aras saved. Prior 

to this filing. llamoo has no< aa,crally advaliscd Ille prices cbqcd for all of die allovc­

idcatificd services. It will do so going forward in acconl with my l!)Ccific advertising llaDdlrds 

lllll die Commiaioo mar develop. 

5. Based on die f<xqoing. Hanaoa ,_itwly req-. tllll die Commisaion: 

(a) .,... a tanponry waiver oflbe req- to provide"IOII CGallOI" acrvice; md 

(b) (lnlll • ETC delilJlllioa o, llamoo coverin& all of die local~ --111a1 

comtitule its preamt service ara in the St.ale. 

llamoo Comnumicaliom Inc. dlbla 

Hanaoa County Tdqlhooe Company 



II 
fiifil Hanson County Telephone Company 

LANNY JOHNSON, MANAGER -:;,, 
P.O. Box 217 Alexandria, S.O. 57311 

Telephone (twlO) 2- FAX: (twlO) 239-4301 

October 13 0 1997 

Hr, ca.ron Ho1eck 
Staff Attorney 
Public Utiltties eo..t ■aion 
State Capitol Building 
SOO Eaat Capitol Avenue 
Ptene, SD 57501-5070 

RECEIVED 
OCT 1 4 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

1.£: &Ugible Telecoa.unications Carrier appltcatton, TC97-130 
Hanson County Telephone Coapany 

Dt:ar Hr . Hoaeck : 

Listed below is t he additional tnforut1on requHted for our 
ETC Docket TC97- I JO: 

l , Hanaon County Telephone Coapany provides atngle-party Hrvice 
to all ita aubacribere. 

2. Hanaon County Telephone Coapany h not currently ofhrin& 
Lifeline and Link Up HrYicH vithin tu exchao&•• but vtll H 
required by the FCC rules, 47 c.r. a. 54.400 - 54.417, -b the 
HtabUahed discount prograu avaUable to ita quaUfytna low­
inc011e cuatoaen beginning January l, 1998, It h our undenundin& 
that while providing the UfeUne and Lt.nit Up Hrvfcaa ia a 
requireaent iapoaed on ETC. pursuant to 47 C.F,I.. 54,405 and 
54 .411, 1t h not actually a precondition vhich ... t be Mt before 
ETC statue can properly be granted by the C:C-iaaton, 47 C.F.l. 
54,101 vhich Hat.a the service obligations that au.at be Mt before 
a carrier can receive federal uu.tverul service support doe• not 
specifical ly reference Lifeline and Link Up Services. 



STATE OF SOUTH DAlOTA 
OOUNTY OF Hc<X>Oll 

On the 13th day of October, 1997 • before ■e Linda Bjerke• a notary 
publ tc, peraonally appeared Lanny Johnson, known to ■e to be the 
Prea1dent of Hanson County Telephone Coltpany , 

Please contact our ofUce if Jn need of any further inforutton. 

Sincer e ly, 

~~4.i/4., 
Linda Bjerke 
Ad■iniatrative Aaaiatant 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE AUNG BY HANSON 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. DIBIA HANSON 
COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

ANDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TCl7-130 

On July 10. 1997. tho ~ Utilitios Commiuion (Commiuion) - • - far 
deslgnatlonNanetigiblotetocommunlcati1c:amot"(ETC)fromHanton ~.Inc. 
d/bla-COunlyT....,..,,,.Company(-). _,__.....,_, .. .,atigillla 
telecornrnunica c::Mier'within the local uc:hlnge .... that COf'lltitute ill Nrviol ..... 

lhoCommillion eledronlcally--ollho filing llRdlho-­
to inte<Hted indMduatl and entities. No pertOn or entity Ned lo intervene. By order daled 
Nowmblf 7, 1997, the COmmi11ion Mt the huring forthi1 matter for 1:30 p.m. on November 19, 
1997, m Room 412, Stat• Col)itol, Pioml, South llalcota. Tho~---- N.tho'-ing, tho Commiuion ~ - .... yur-oftho~IO-IOl ___ ill ___ Mill~ 

11, 1997, ...tlnQ, tho Commiuion ~ ETC dnignation to Hanton aid.....,_ ill study 
..... itsMNica ... u. 

- on tho-of .-d, tho Commiuion -tho 1-.g Findings of Fact llRCI 
COndulionl of Law. 

-MFACT 

On July 10, 1997, tho Commiuion - • - la< dnignation N ., ETC from 
- - -...-~NllRETC_tho_uc:hlnge_thatconstilula 
ill--- --thol-.g...._: -(239). -1. 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. S 214(0)(2), tho Commiuion is l9qlnd to dnigna • common 
c:amot'INl,_.tho_.-.ofHCtion214(o)(1)NllR ETCl'a<•--.....­
by tho Commiuion. 

Ill 

l'ur.-1 I047 U.S.C. S 214(a)(1), • c:onmon c:arilr that ;,~ N., ETC is atigillla 
to rll0IM wwet'llil .-viol suppo,t and 1h11, thrcMqlOUt ill ..vice .... offer the MNic:el that .. luppor10dby ___ .._, __ ulingillOM1facilitioo0t• 

con,i,;-ofillOM1facilitioollRCl_of_carrior'1-. Thoc:amot"muslallo 
advettiH the availability of auc:h MfVic:es and the rates for the MM0H using ffllldil cf ..,,.,.a - - IV 

Tho F-Comrnunw;ation1 Commiuion (FCC) 11N dolignatod tho fottoww,g - or __ thole_,..by ___ .._,mechanilffll: (1)voicagrado 



_.,.,.~-~(2)--;(3)--~ligrlllingO<ila 
lundionll equal; (4) single pony - 0t its lunc:tionol oquivalonl; (5) - to -­
....-; (11)...,... to-°'-.; (7)...,... to int---; (11)...,... lo 
dirocto,y 1ulstanc:a; and (9) totl limit■tion lo< qu■lilying low-incomo .......,,.,._ 47 C.F.R. f 
54.101(1). 

V 

Al 11111 d itl ollligltions u on ETC, on ETC ii,...- to m■ko ■- Ulotinl and I.ink 
Up- to qu■lilying low-incomo ........,.,._ 47 C.F.R. f 54.405; 47 C.F.R. f 54.411 . 

VI 

---grodl-lob~--IOll-tlWOughout 
its MMCI .,... Exhibit 1. 

VII 

------indudingon..-d ___ dpor-

c:hlr9llto II c:onsunws ttvoughout ila- - · Ill. 

VIII 

Hanson-.- tono multi-"""'-ligrllling to ■1 -tlWOughout ila­
.,.._ 111. 

IX 

--single pony-to - -ttvoughout 111----2. 
X 

---t•---to■--tlWOughoutb--. 

- 1. 

XI 

---1o---.1o■- c:onsunwst1Wl>ughoutila--. Ill. 

XII ___ ., ___ .... _ttwughoutila __ _ 

111. 

XIII 

---todndo,y ■uillllnc:eto ll c:onsunwstlWOughout ila __ _ 
111. 

XIV 

Onodb-r■cpld to bo __ by_, ETC toqu■lilying low-incomo COIIIUffllfO 

11 totl Hmffltion. 47 C.F.R. f 54. 101(■X9). Toll limltdon consists d - IOI ~ ■nc1 IOI 



- - 47C.F.R S 54.400(d). Toll control ls I-----to IIJ«ilY•-
-ollOl-tllllmaybl_ pa,_o,pa,billing c:yde. 47C.F.R. f54.400(c). Toi 
blodling Is I - that 1111 cansumeni eled not to .-1111 COITlpllion ol OUlp,g IOI Olis. 47 
C.F.R. S 54.400(b). 

xv 

Hinson-. to1 blod<ing to Ill canlUffllll lhroughoul ill MMCe .... EllhilNt 1. 

XVI 

Hinson do I not anrantly-lOII control. JII. In ORllr lor Hl11011 to pnMCII IOI control, 
1ddltionll uuge traddng - l10fagl .,..,-.. will hive to bl In•- in ill - NilcNng 
aquipmenl. Hinson Is ~ to dollffllinl whllhlr 1111 necMlltY -. his -
~-whlnltmlghlblc:omlav-. Id. 

XVII 

---·ls-wilhlJICll'lionll-~ill-,lofflllla 
101------•----1111--.,pnMCllsuc:t, 
- - Id. Prior., lhl and ollhl one _pa,lod, Hinson will -1 - to tho~ with 
spocifoc: - lndiclting whln tho - --- bl,,_ in ORllr _, pnMdl lol 
c:onln>I. 111. 

XVIII 

v.w,,_1olhoobligllion.,_llll~ol---byllll-unl ___ .._, __ lhld11111Nlor--Ullng-ol_. 
- ·---lt-lho..-,olill ____ in_ 

01_._lhroughoulill-.... -• - hMnot_..,_ 
thopraslorlhlll-. JII. Hinson -ill-to"°""wilhany~ 
-dovolopldbylhl~- 111-

XIX 

Hanson don not c:unwntly- i.-.. - Unk Up - - in ill --­
Exhibit 2 . Hlnsonwill-lhl~-UnkUp--inllolill--
blglnnlng Jan.-y 1, 1111111, in - with 47 C.F.R. ff 54.400 to 54.417, lndusiYe, - any 
~imposld~. -2. 

xx 

Tho ~ finds 1h11 - c:unwntly pnMdll - will - to pnMdl lho 
~-or-llw'olv,outill--: (1)voicepm-tolhlpubllc 
__ , (2)-uuge; (3)--~lignlllng; (4) ........,,,-. 
(5)-to---: (e)_to ___ ,(7)_., ___ 
_ , (8)_._,dil.ay_and(V)IOlblodlinglor~--

XXJ 

Tho C0mmlsllon finds 1h11 ~ to 47 C.F.R. f 54.101(0) It will grant - •­
ollho ,..-Jo-101--11'111 ~ 31, 19118. Tho~-­
._,.,,_ _ _,,_lrompn,,ldlnglOlconlrol IIINl-dultolhldilllally 
in~------topnMdltt;e _ _ 



XXII 

The Commission finds thot Hanson I- lo provido Ufollne and Link Up _..,. IO 
quollying-llwoughoul ils HM00.,.. conli....,, wffh l1ale and - rulH and onloto. 

XXIII 

TheCommiuionfnlslhMHanson--Nlho..,-.Yollho-.._iod bylho _____ ilmondlhochlfgn-llwoughoutilsHM00 

.,.. uling .-or_. dill1ribulion once uc:h - · The Commluion fullhor finds lhel Wlho _,.,,,,,ollho-~bylho _______ _ 

lho ,_,.,. must be-uling -"'---· 
XXIV 

Plnun .,.7 u.s.c. §21◄(•)(5), lho Commiuion clNlgnNs - ·•-"'ICIJ­
n it1 MM01 ... 

CONCI ~ CW LAW 

TheCommiuion has~ -lhll mollor- lO SOCL ~ 1-211, ◄t-31 , 
ond ◄7 u.s.c. S 21◄. 

Pursu1,11 10 ◄7 U.S.C. S 21◄(•)(2) , lho Commiuion ii r...- 10 ~ 1 -
Cllrierthot .-.lho ~o1Ndion21◄(e)(1)nln ETClo<•--~ 
by lho Commiuion. 

Ill 

~ .,◄7 U.S.C. S 21◄(1)(1), I --lhel ii~ n III ETC ii lllgillll ., ____ ond--~ib--.-lho_..,_ 1Upf>0111dby ______ ulingib_,_or, 

combination of ils own lacilitin ond ,._ ol lllOlhl< --• - - The - must -
ldvotliN lhe IV-,Y of such - and lho,.,.. lo< lho - uling - of--- - IV 

Thi FCChasdelignMldlho~-or-n-~by , _____ , (1)YOice~-IOlhopublic-

- ; (2)local-; (3)dulllonlmullH!wquenc:ylignllo,gorib-lqUII; (◄)..,.. 
pany-orils-equivlllnl; (5)...,...,o.....__; (11)...,...lo_ 
.. ,._; (7) acceu 10 in1em1c111n91 ...-; (8) acceu 10 diradoly - ; and (9) IOI 
- lo< qualifying - COMUl1WI. ◄7 C.F.R. S 5◄. 101(1) . 

V 

M pa,lolils~n III ETC, In ETC ii r...-10n111<1..-i..-..and Link 
Up- lo qualifying--· ◄7 C.F.R. 5 5◄.◄05; ◄7 C.F.R. 5 5◄.◄11 . 



VI 

_has_ tho requir9rMnts d •1 C.F.R f M .101(1)- thoaceptiof, dtho-, 
lo-101-. ""'-"1D•7 C.F.R. S M .101(c), thoCommlulon-. lhlt __, has 
--~dn:um-thltju,tifygranting ij1-dtho __ to_ 
tol-until 00-:omblf 31, 11198. 

VII 

- - pn,Yidl Ufeiflo and Uni< Up --to quolilylng - throughout its HMCI ... consistent with state end federal Nin and orders. 

VIII 

Hanson •hlll -tho ~dtho - ~ by tho- -
---andtho~-using--d_._.,.,._ 
- · fftho-lorqdtho-~bytho ___ "-' -~. thoMWrate_bo_NCIUling_d ___ _ 

IX 

,,.._.., •1 u.s.c. S 21>1l•X5), tho Commluion ~ -••- 11uc1y­
as its NrVice .... 

-· 
X 

Tho~~-•onoligilllo--loritl-

ltistherefor9 

ORDERED, - - ••cunwnt study-11-.- u its-_, and I ii 

FURTHEROROERED, lhot __ bo.,_ •-dtho __ lO_tol 
---~31, 191111; andlil 

FURTHEROROERED,lhot---tho~~•--; 
and it ii 

FURTHEROROERED,lhot-•~•onollgil>ll-­
fof'itsNMCe_... 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PlEASETAKENOTICElhotthilOnlor-<M,-ontho.L2lk.dl1d~. 
11197. Pursuant to 80Cl 1-25-32, this Onlorwill llU - 10 days -tho - d l9Clipl ot 
foiknto oc:c»ptdoivo,ydtho-bythoponln. 



o.d It Piomt, SOuth Dol<otll, this _a!!:.., of~- 1997. 

"" 



II 
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Hanson County Telephone Company 
LANNY JOHNSON, MANAGER 91/ 

P.O. Bo11217 Aleundria, S.0 . 57311 
T-(005) 239-4302 FAX: (005) 231H301 

Dcccmbc-r 22. 1997 

Bill Bullaro 
South Dakota Public Ulililics Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pcm,. SD 5750> 

Dear Mr. Bullard. 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 3 1997 
SOUTH DAKOT 4 PUllJC 
UTILITIES COMMISSIQN 

I om enclosing tho Lifeline and Link-Up Plan for Hamon County Telephone 
Cotnpeny. Also IIUlched is "Exhibit A" (PUC Order issued in Docket TC97-150) 
and Toriffpoges ropnling Lifeline and Link-Up. 

Hanson County Telephone Cotnpeny is a subsidiary of McCook Coopenlive 
Telephone Compan)'. 

If you have any questions. please feet free to concact us. 

Sincerely. 

ff~~ 
Lanfonl I. Johnson 
Mmager 

Encloswn 



:'. ECEIVED 

LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
OEC 7 3 1997 

OF HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPA~~~1~Ata'~1~~ 

The HuMJn County Telephone Company submits this plan pursuant to 47 CFR § 
S4.401(d). Hunson County Telephone Company has been designated as an eligible 
tclrcommunications carrier by the South DakOUI Public Utilities Commission (-SDPUC'') and. as 
such. must make Lifeline and Link Up service available to qualifying low-income consumers as 
Kt forth in the Commis.sion's Firtal Ortkr and INclslon; No/Ju uf Enlry of Decision dalCd 
No,•cmbrr 18. 1997, issued in Docket TC97-150 (In the MIDct of lbc lnvntiUlion inlo thr 
Lifeline and Link Uo Programs)- which is anached as Exhibit A. and consi5tcnt with &he criltria 
csublished Wldcr47 CFR §§ 54.400 lo 54.4 17. inclusive. 

A. c...,., 
I. The Lifeline- and Link Up programs assist qualified low-income consumns by 
pro\'iding for reducrd monthly charges and reduced connection chlracs for local 
telephone: senicc. The assistance applies to a single telephone line at a qualified 
consumer"s principal place ohcsidencc. 

2. A qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscriber who participlla in aa least 
one of the following public assiSllnCC programs: 

L Medicaid 
b. Food Stamps 
c. Supplemental S«urity Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Public Housing AssiJlance 
e. Low-Income Home EnciJY AssiJlance Prognun (LHEAP) 

3. A qualified tow-income consumer is eligible to rccei\'C either or both Lifeline and 
Link Up assistance. 

4. Hanson COIUl/y Ttltplto,w Company "ill advenisc the availability of Lifeline and 
Link Up scniccs and the cfwJcs lhcttrorc using media or gcncn,I dislribution and in 
acconl with any rules that may be dc,-clopcd by the SDPUC for application to eligible 
telecommunications carriers. 

S. In addition. Hanson Cotlltly Tt lrpl,o,w Co,11pa,ry. as required by the Final O,lkr and 
INcision: Notict of Enlry of Decision of the SDPUC (Exhibit A), "ill indicate in ifs 
annual report k> the SDPUC the nwnbcr of subscribers within it"s service area m:civing 
Lifeline and/or Link Up assistance. In addition, this infomwion will be provided to the 
Universal Service Administntth·c Company (-USAC-). 

6. Information as to the number of consumers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up 
assistance cannot cum:ntly be pro\ided by Hanson Cotlltly TtltphaM Company because 



it has no access to the go\-cmment information necessary 10 dctenninc how many of its 
1dcphonc subscribers a,e participa.ling in the abo\•c rcfercnccd public assistance 
programs. Without this information. /-lunson County TelephoM Compony cannot 
provide, at this time. c,·en a reasonable estimate of the number of its subscribers who. 
after January I. 1998. will be rccciving Lifeline Bnd/or Link Up service. Information as 
to the number of its low-income subscribers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up can be 
pro\·idcd after applications for Lifeline and Link Up 11SSistancc: have been received by 
Hanson County Telephone Compan)•. 

7. In accord with the SDPUC's Final Order and DrcUlon: Nutit:r of E.nlry of Dtdlion, 
lluruon County TrlephoM Company will make application forms available to all of its 
existing residential customers, lo all new customers when they apply for rcsidcntiaJ local 
lelephonc service, and to other persons or entities upon their request. 

B. Llfdlac 

1. Lifeline service means a retail locaJ service offering for which qualified low-income 
consumers pt,)' reduced charges. 

2. Lifeline service includes voice grade access to the pubHc switched network. local 
usage. dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional t.quivalmt. sing)c-party 
service or its fW1Ctional equivalent, acceu to emergency services. acc;:ess to operator 
scniccs, access to intcrcxchange service. access to directory assistance, and toll 
limitation. 

3. Qualified low-income subscribers arc rcquimt to submit an application fonn in order 
to recei,re Lifeline service. In applying for Lifeline assistance, the subscriber must certify 
under penally of perjury that they are currently par1icip11ing in at lc:asl one of the 
qualifying public assistance programs listed in Section A.2. above. In addition. the 
subscriber must agr,:c to notify Hanson CalUlly T,l,pl,an, c...,,.,,.,, when they c"""' 
puticipa1ing in the qualifying public a.uistancc proaram(s). 

4. The lotal monthly Lifeline cm.lit available 10 qualiftcd consumcn is SS.2S. Ha,uon 
County T,l,pl,an, Company shall provide lhc credit to qualified c:omumas by applying 
the federal baseline support amount of SJ.SO to waive the comumer's fedcnl End-User 
Common Line clwgc and applying lhc additional authoriZ<d fcdcnl .._ .....,. or 
St.7S as a credit to the conswner' s intrastate local service raae. The: fedaal bucline 
support amount and additional support available. tOWing $S.25. shall reduce Hanson 
ColUlly T,l,pl,aM c...,,.,,.,, ·s lo"-cst Larilfcd (or ouxn.isc gcne,aJly availal>le) 
residcntiaJ rate for the smiccs listed abo\'c in Section 8 .3. Per the anachcd SDPUC 
Final Ortkr UNI Decision: NOiie~ of Emry of Drcision. the SDPUC has authoril.Cd 
intrastate rate reductions for eligible telecommunications carrit:r$ mak.ing lhc additional 
fcder.ll support amount ofSl .75 a\•aHable. Thc: SDPUC did noc csublish a swc Lifeline 



program to f\Uld any further rate reductions. (Exhibit A. Findings of Fact VII and VIII ; 
and Conclusions of Law U and Ill). 

5. Hons. n Cowuy Telephone Company ~i ll not disconnect subscribers from their 
lifeline service for non•paymcnt of toll charges unless the SDPUC. pursuant to 47 CFR § 
S4.401(b)(l). has granted the company a waiver from the non-disconnecl requirement. 

6. Except 10 the extent that Hanson County Telephone Company has obtained a wai\.'Cf 

from the SDPUC punuanl 10 47 CFR § 54.I0l(c). the company shall offer IOll limilation 
to all qualifying low-income consumers when they subscribe to Lifeline service. If the 
subscriber elects to receive toll limitation. that service shall become pan of that 
subscriber's Lifeline service. 

C. UakUp 

7. I/an.son County Telephone Company -.;n not collec1 a service deposit in onlcr 
10 initiate Lifeline service if the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily 
elects toll blocking on thrir telephone line. However. one month's local service 
charges may be required as an advance payment. 

I. Link Up means: 

(a) A reduction in the customary charge for commencing 1elccommunications 
service for a single 1clccommunica1ions connection at a consumer· s principal 
place of rmdmce. The r<ductions shall be SO pm:e,,t of lhc customary clmJle or 
S30.00. whichc\.'Cf is less; and 

(b) A dcferr<d schedule for paymml of lhc chqes auessod for commcncUJI 
service, for which the consumer docs not pay inceresl. The intcral chlraes not 
assessed 10 the consumer shall be for connection charges of up to S200.00 thal are 
dcfcm:d lo a period not IO exceed one year. 

2. Charges assessed for commcncina service include any charaes that arc cUSlomarily 
assessed for connecting subscribcn lo the nccwork. Thc,e chafaes do not include any 
permissible security deposit requimncnts. 

3. The Link Up program shall allow a consumer to receive the benefit of the Link Up 
program for a second or subsequent time only for a principal placc of residence with • 
address different from the residence address ll which the Link Up assistance was 
provided previously. 



Hanson County Ttltpl,oM Co,npany 
P08oJC2 17 
Alexandria. SD 5731 I 
605-23~. )02 



EXHIBIT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE LIFELINE ANO LINK UP 
PROGRAMS 

ANAL ORDER ANO 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

Tct7-150 

N. its.August 18, 1997, reguta!y--.ig, the P\Jllic:Utililies Commlllion 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the F- Conm.r,icationa 
Conmssion's (FCC's) Report and Order on Unive<sal Service ~Ing the Ufellne and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC CMlllllad.-.1.-.td provide far 

additional - support in the amcu,t r:1$1 .75, above the aJll'll1I $3.50 -- -• 
in order far a stata's Lifeline consuners to receive the additional $1.75 in__, support, 
the state cxxm1ission lnJSt app,ove lhat reduction in the portion of the intrulale rate peid 
by the end.--. 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be -
in an amount equal to -W of any support generated from the - jl.rildlc:tion, 
up to a muiml.m of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A llale commluion 
must file or require the carrier to file Information with the lldminl- of the ,-.1 
i.niwrsal ..vice fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the aiteria NI 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401. 

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested poBOnS end 
antities to submit written a,mments concerning how the Conmssion should implement the 
FCC's rules on the LWeline and Link Up programs. In their written comments, Int.,_ 
persons and entities commented on the following questions: 

1. Whether the Commission should approve inlraState rate reductions to allow 
consuners eligible for LWeline support to receive the additional $1 . 75 in fedenl: support? 

2. ~ the Commission should set up a state Ueline Program to fund further 
reductions In the intrastate rate paid by the and user? 

3. Whether the Commission should modify the existing Lnline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4. Shall the Commission file or require the c:sri9no1ile information with the 
administrator c:I the - Lfliversal service fund demonstrating that the carrle(s Lnline 
plan meets the aileria NI forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997, the Commission set public haarings to reoeiva 
public comment on the questions listed abova. The hearings were held at the following 
times and places: 

BAflll..CIIY: Monday, October 27, 1997, 1:00 p.m., Canyon Lake Senior Citizens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SO 



eJEBBI;: 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuosday, Octobe<28, 1997, 1:30 p.m., State Capitol Building, Room 
412,500 East Capitol Avenue, Pieml, SO 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9:00 a.m., Center for AdNe 
Generations, 2300 West 461h, Sioux Falls, SD 

At its November 7, 1997, meeting, lhe Commission ruled u follows: On lhe lint 
issue, lhe Commission authorized intrastate rate reduclions to allow eligible CONU1WS 
to receive lhe additional S1.75 in federal suppon. Wl1h rapec:t to lhe - laue, lhe 
Comrriission decided to not set up a - l.ifelna pn,gram to lln:l fldw-• this 
time. On lhe third issue, lhe Commission eliminated llllt.mcilling TAP __,, lhal 
requires U S WEST a,d carriers that have pun:hased U S WEST -- to lln:I a 
$3.50 redudion c:Alocal ratestolawn::omea,sta,ws age60 a,d .,.._ The~ 
fl.rllw ruled Iha! lhe Sculh Da1c0ta Unk Up pn,gram follow lhe FCC rulU. In addition, Dw 
Commission ordenld Iha! staff, in oonsultation with 1w carriers, develop a - form 
for self-certification; that these lorma be sent to all of their c:ustonas prior to ~ 1, 
1998, and-, to all MW OJStomers; and that lhe carriers.,_. lhe lorma --
10 arry person or entity upon request On the lour1h issue, lhe ~ rue lhal e. 
carier be required 10 tile with lhe FCC lhe informalio,i den .. illiali,g lhal 1w ..,_., plan 
meets Iha applicable FCC criteria and !hat lhe carrier send an inl0nnalional a,py to Dw 
Commission. FurthY, that the carriers indude in their annual report to the Commission 
lhe nurr,ber of subscribers who receive Lffeline a,d Link Up support. 

Based on lhe written comments and evidence and testimony - at lhe 
heamgs, lhe Corrrnission makes lhe following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The amint - Lifeline program is referred to as lhe Telephone Alliltanco Plan 
(TAP). The amint slale Lin< Up program is referred to as lhe Link Up America prog,am. 
The Commission implemented these programs in lhe U S WEST uchar,ges pursuant to 
its Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Doc:1<81 F-3703, b.1bl.MIIII[ 
of lbt kMtltioetim CCO kDetlrnlcJtatjq of a Jtltphone Afli!ltlOCil PW) fq $Quth Oetu:te 
CulU!mm- Exhibit 1 at ps,ge 1. Subsequent buyeB ol U S WEST exchanges --. 
required to also offer 1M TAP and Link Up America programs. Isl. at-1-2. 

The amcx.nt c:A TAP assistance is $7.00, $3.50 c:A which is federally funded, with lhe 
remaining S3.50 lln:led by lhe local telecommunications carrier . .Ill. at ps,ge 3. Although 
U S WEST was originally allowed to charge a S<ITT:harge to fund lhe program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that right in Docket F.JS.47-8, In Ibo Mattoc gf tho PubliG utilities 
Commission fnyestigatiAo into tbe Effects ot tbo 1986 Jax Beto,m Ad oo Sgyth PMota 
IJlilitill, Exhibit 5. In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of the househok:t 



must be 60 :,,,,n of age or older and pa1icipale in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance pmgram, E>chibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The link Up America program provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying aubsaibet'a telephone Ht'Vice connection charges up to a maximum of 
S30.00. Ill. at page 3. In ormr to receive link Up - • a c:uatomer muat be 

receiving either food stamps or 1ow-inccme --· muat nal ~ -
loc:al lll1epl,are M<Vice and must not have been pn>Vided talepl,one - at Ilia or har 
residence within the pnwious - mcntha, and _,_ •.dapondent for -.i 
Income tax JUPOH1 (dependency aiteria -. nat apply to thole 60 years of age or 
older). Ill. The link Up program ia funded entirely out of ,-.1 funds. Jll, 

IV 

The FCC revised the OllT9nl lifeline and link Up programs In CC Docket No. 96-
45. lo 1b1 MaQw:gl i'edQI-Sta!a ..lgiJI Ba:d CXJ Vn1YwcH1 $wyjgt adapled May 7, 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the -.i bueline lifeline s._i will 
beS3.50 perquatifying low-income conaumerwi1h., additional S1.75 in ,_.I s._i 
ff the-. commission_.,... a corresponding '9ducllon in i-local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional - lifeline support in_, amount equal to 011H18W the 
amount of any state Lffellne support (not to exceed $7.00) is also available. Ill. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for link Up will continue to be a 
reduclion in the laleccnm.ric:at c:arriel's - cxrnoc:tion charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's a,storner connection charge or S30.00, whichever ia lass. 47 C.F.R § 
54.413(b). 

V1 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, ff there is no state lifeline or link Up program, ■ 
consumer is eligible for aupport ff the consurner p■rtlc:lpatas in one of the fallowing 
progams: Medicaid; food~; Supplemental Sealrtly1ncome; federal 1)1.Ciic housing 
assiatlnce; or the low-tncome Heme Etwgy Aasialance PrqJwn. 47 C.F.R §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.415(b). In addition, ff there is no atate lifeline or Link Up program, a c:uatomer 
must certify U1der penalty of perµy that the OJStomer ii -.;ng -ts from one of the 
Pf'Ol>'lffll lisled - --to notify the caTW lthe aJStorner ceases to participate 
in such program or programs. Ill. 

VII 

The Int issue is whether the Convnission should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow conSl1rr,TMJrS eligib~ f0< Lifeline support to receive the additional S1 .75 in faderll 



auppcxt. The Conmssion finds Iha! It shall aulh0rize intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecctMu1ications companies providing local exchange SONice to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional S1 . 75 in federal support Thus, lhe IOlal amount ol 
-.1 support is S5.25 per eligible customer. 

VIII 

The secand issue is-lhe Conmissicn should sol up a - Lifeline program 
to fund fur1her reductions in lhe intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Conmuion 
finds It will not sat up a Slate Lifeline program lo fund fur1hor '9dudions el this lime. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Lin< Up 1)1'0!181t1. Wllh rmpecl to lhe existing Lil9line program, the Conmuion findl lhet 
~-efininalelheexistlngTAPpnvanlhatrequirN US WEST a,d _lhel_ 
pun:hued U S WEST exchanges to fund • $3.50 rwduclion of local ,_ to low income ~-60- avw:. The Commillion fur11w finds lhet the South Dekole Lifeline 
end Link Up pn,grams shall follow the FCC rules. Jia 47 u.s.c. §§ 54.-400 to 54,417. 
The ""8cl of following lhe FCC ruin a,d not instituling fur1hor state fl.rldod l9duc:llons la 
lhet the FCC eligibility requirements a,d sell-1ificetion requiremenll will apply to the 
South Dekole LifeHne a,d Lint Up programs. In addition, the Commiuion ordlrs lhlt the 
Commission - . in consultation with lhe c:erriers, develop • standard fonn for self. 
c:ertllicetlon. The caniers shall send lhne forms lo each customer prior lo January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form lo each of their new aJStornen. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the fonns available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The lculh issue is - lhe Commiaion should file, or in lhe altemalive, req,n 
lhecarrierlofile inlamalionwilh lhelund edmini-or. liB 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). The 
Conmuion linds_the carriers shall be n,quirwd lo file lhet information demonstreling lhel 
the earner's pa, -the applicable FCC rules a,d lhel the earner send., -
copy lo the Commission. The c:emers shall also be requirwd to include in their annual 
report lo the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline a,d Uri< Up 
oupport. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31 , 
specilically49-31-1 .1, 49-31-3, 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7.1, 49-31-11, 49-31-12.1, 49-31 -12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.-400 to 54.417. 



Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54 . .aa(a), the Commiuion authorizln - ,... 
reductions for ' ilgible-a,n,paniel pi-.g 1oca1 -=t,anga­
to allow eligible consumers to rec:eive the additional $1.75 In- -..,port. 

Ill 

The Commluion declines to lnstitu a - L.-. ....... lo fund l'urlls 
..u:lianl attlil-. 1ha e,dating Soul,~ Uf8llne and Link Up prog!WM ... be 
modllied to follow the FCC NIN lol.nd at 47 U.S.C. H.IWllO lo 54.417, --, on 
Ja1lay 1, 1998. 1ha Commiuion - · In....-, with the CM!n, lllall clev9lop a 
-fonnforsell...oocatlon. Theanlars-l oand-formltoaach..-,_ 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers -I also ...cl a form lo aach d thw rww 
cullomers. Finally, the carriers 111all make the forml ...- lo ll'f'/ person or antily 
upon,-!. 

rv 

Pursuant lo 47 C.F.R § 54.401(d), the Commluion lindl the CMin - be 
~tofilathat infamlation-■tlng that the carrier'• ptln---~ 
FCCn...andthatthec:.rier...tan-a,pylothe~ lhaCM!n 
-I also be required to inctude In their amual l9l)OII to the Commiuion the number d 
aubaaibers who - l.ilellne and I.ink Up-'-

It ii thlfwlore 

ORDERED. that the Conwniuion authcrizet _,_,_for eligible 
tal- ..,,,_... providing local -=t,anga - to lllaw eligible 
_.to,_ the additional $1 . 75 in-support; and It ii 

FURTIER ORDERED, that the Ccnmaionwil not III up a -1.ifetlne -
to fund funlwl9duc:tiona at this lime; and It ii 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Comm1uion -I - the ~ TN' 
l"'OIJlffl; that the ScxAh Oako111 Lifeline and Unk Up PRJ81aM follow the FCC NIN; lhat 
the CommiMion atalf, in consultation with the CM!n, ~a■-- form for Nlf­
c:ertilication; that the carriers 111all ■->d - forml to Ill d thw ..-..a prior lo 
Ja1lay 1, 1998; that the carriers shall also ■->d a form to each d thw rww ..-..a; 
and that the CMin make the forms avai- to any person or entity upon request; and 
itia 



FURTHER ORDERED, that the c:arrter shall file with the FCC the i­
dei,u '""llli ,g that the caniet'a plan,._ the applicable FCC rules - that the carrier 
send an infonnallonal c:cpy to the Commisslon. The carriers shall 8110 Include In their 
anal report II:. the Cormiaicn the number of subscribers who....,..... lifeline - Link 
Up.._t. 

Dated at Plemt, South Dakota, this~day of November, 1997. 

CBnW'ICAffGP IIIIMCe BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
n. .................. ... ................ ..,""" ...... ., ............................... ... .,,. ........ _, ......... ......, 

...__,,,.,. ....... PIIPIIII...._ 

.. ~ckdll 
- Hju/9Z 
~ 
~ 



McCOOK COOfUATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY TELEPIIONI: TAIID'F P.uT VD 
-.y: e-C_T...,.._.C_ ~-9 
........,.: BwC..-- I d 1118\aMce-.T...,._ 
fWw1t'5DPIJC 

LOW INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

A. LIFELINE SERVICE 

I. Lifeline scrvicc is a propam that assists qualified low-income applicants with reductions in tbrir 
monthly local exchlnae ICl"Vicc rate. Lifeline service includes: YOic:c pade: accaa 10 tht public: 
switched network, Socal u.sa,c, dual-tone muJti-hq\lfflC)' sipaalin1 cw its functional equivalent. 
sinak s-rt)' service or its functional cquivalan. ea:css to Cffla'smc:Y ICfflCCS., acccsa to opcruar 
services, access to in1tttxchansc service. 1CCC11 to directory uaistancc, and 1011 limitation 
(accpl IO the atenl a ,..;vc,- from havma IO provide 1111--- bom pan1<d by the 
South Oatota Public Utilities Commission -SDPUC'j. 

1be assistance provickd throu&h the Lifeline prosram applies 10 a siqle telepbont line at the 
applicant's principal place or residence. Qualirltd applicants all bave their' rnon1bly local 
acbqclaVicc ratcmluo<d by Sl.7l , dtusalJowiaadle-.!-ofSl.7l, in addition 10 
the S3.50 o(buclinc fcdcraJ suppo'1 used to reduce the Ufcline cuscomcr•, raidmtial nit. Tbr 
total monthly credit provided is SS.2.S . 

L WGIBIUTV REQUIREME.Vl'S 

To be cliJiblc for usistara, an applicant must participlrc in Cfttoftht foUowina; 

L Medicaid (c.a- Title XOOMedicaJ, stale supplnnmlal usisllrw;c) 
b. Food Swnp, 
c. SuppkmcntaJ Security Income (SSI) 
d. Fcdcnl Public HOUMn1 Assistance 
• · !Aw•lncomc: Home£.....,, Assistan« .....,_., (LIIEAP) 

The Lirclinc customer i1 mponsiblc for nocifyina the Company if the CUIIOmcr cases 10 
perticipale in any of the public: usistancc propmm liacd above. 

J . APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE 

ln appl)'Ull for Lifeline ICl"rice, the qualified cUIIOma' must certify undcrpenahy ofperjury lhll 
dley .,. .......ry panic;p,,io& in at least one of die obcm: liad qualifyq public -
propams. AA opplicant tball r,quat trlepllone - tbtoo'lh completion of a form 
pn,,idcdbythc~y. 

ISSUED: __ .JlP!l<l■tllDolalUll&I.Jl1!!7!!!.. __ 

BY: ___ .. ,..,.,,._,.N!!-!_"""l■t-L-~ 

Efl'EC11VE: ---mhMlnr-~-._J...,JN...,.. __ _ 

.._ 
Tltla 



McCOOK coonllA11VE UUPIIONE COMPANY UU:PIIONE TAIIDT PART VD 
~-c-T..,._c_ Orip,al-10 -,,,a.-C.. ____ ft\aMcCool<T-

,__SDP'UC 
LOW INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

b. Toll bloeicma lhall be included with this.....,. •lferiltc--... No.....,. depooit 
ii Rquiml if ,pplic:aot wbmmily elecll ..U bloekina with do: - of Lili:line Semce. 
Howne<,oaelllOlllh'11ocol.....,.clmaa-berequiredo,bepaidill-. 

c. L£C "111 not disconDect Lifeline savice for non,.paymcnt or 1011 chirps. 

d. Any Lifeline ponia1 poyme,u, will be 'l'l)lied tint o, locoJ .....,. cborJa - u, !Oil 
cbuJa. 

ISSIJD): __ .. ,_.,!!.,_LUtl .... lffleu.. __ D'n:Cl'IVE: ___ ........ _~_ ... , .... , ...... __ _ 

av, ___ _.......,_ll!'Pl-.1,L_.•■•-.__J 



McCOOK coon:RATIVE 'IUUIIO:<I! COMPANY Tl:LUIIOl'IE TAlllff PART VU 
--.Y: 8-C_T.,.._C_ Ort,itul-11 
~ : 8-C-4111\aMcCookT-,__SDPUC 

a. LINK UP ASSISTANCE 

l , The Link Up Propun is a plan 'Which assists qualified low-income applicants with reduced 
ICfVicc connection cb:arp;s_ The~ applia for a siqle i£1cphone line at the applicant's 
principal pw:e of raidcnce. A roduc1ioa of fifty- of 111 terVicc connection chqa, or 
SJ0.00, wt 'chewr is las, will be provided ioqualifiochwl-. 

J. Tbcconsunxrshall,_;,edwbcnefitofdwUnl<IJp..._••-or........_timo 
only for• principoJ place of raidcnce with m addral di- from dw raidaice addral It 
which Unit Up cwistancc wu provided prnjously 

J . ELIGIBIUTY REQlllllMENTS 

To be cli,i'blc for assistance, an applicant ml.Ill participate in one oftbc followia,: 

a. Medicaid (c.1. Title XIX/Medical, IWt' supplernalW aailtmce) 
b. Food S11mp1 
c. Suppkmenlal Security Income (SS0 
d. Fcdc:rll Public Hocwn, Alsi-
c. I.ow-Income Home EncrJy Assi.-c "-(IJIEAP) 

4. APPUCATIONPOIIASSISTANCE 

,.,. ,pplicant shall - tclephonc ......... - ~ completion or I l'omt 
provided by dw ~ -

5. CIIAJIGES AND DEFEIUW) PAYMENTS 

L All CUSlofflal')' ICl'Vice conncttion chqa for im&allina buic raidential tdeplmac mvicc. 
accpt ICCurity deposits, shall be mb:od by 50% or SJ0.00, - is laa. The 
usistance doa not mend to inaidc wiriq:. 

b. An applicant may defer payment of the la'Vicc ccwmec:tioll dmps. Paymam may be 
dcfcmd upco 12 moatha t'orc:omection chqa-., 10$200.00. -will-bedmpd 
on dcfcmd p1ymmt1. 

ISSUUl: __ ... ,_.,~.,.,.IUltl .... ttt7,u. __ !Fn:CTIVE: ___ .,,,_._._,..,.,. .. , ........... __ _ 

IIY: ___ .J.Lylpd-m..J.L_.Jtll .. ---~ Wee, ... DeWe,,.,. 
N- -
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