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DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEAOUtJE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-078 liQpl,callOf> by Journey T • lecom lnterna!lonal, Inc: IOI • Ce111flca1a ol AUlhordy to operate as a telecommuNcallOns company 06/13197 071()7197 
wnhln lhe fflle ol South Dakota (Staff TS/Tl) 

Af)pknon b'fl Calls fOI LHS, Inc d'bla Ctl IOI • Ceniftcatt or Author,cy ro operate HI telKOfflmuncallOnS company WIIIWI 

TC97-091 
the slatt ol SouUl Dakota (Start TSITZ) Appljclinl seeks authorll)' to 0110111111 ar>d l trmlnlle "inllaslato lntralATA and 

08/17197 07/07 9 7 
w,terlATA catls ol bus.inns and rn,denllal antom•"· '° operatt as I Tn,vet and Oebd (Prepatd Caling) Card reseUer and 
to orOlllde COCOTICOPT seMc:e • 

AwkallOf> by Clystal CommuNcallOns. Inc lo, o Celllllc:81e or Authooty to oper,11• as a lelecommon;collOns company Wllllln 

TC97-103 tho state of Sou1l'I Da~ota (Slltlf TSlfZ) Appjieanl seeks authcrlty to piOYido local telecommunk:auons ser.,ws and 08/19'97 07/07197 1111e1eu:narcie tei.cotnmuncallQns - The Appkont wlll not olfe1 ,ny loclll ltlecommunci,IIOns ll<!MCH WIIIWt o Rural 
Telennone Company aerw:tt urea Wllhoul soeklna separata Commission authorltv 

Appl,callOn by OLW\tek:o. In~ lot a Ceniblll ol Au1hO<lly to ope,aio es a lelecommunoca!IOns company WII/Wl lhe stale or Soulh 
Oakota (Stall TSITZ) Appl,c:ant ·,n1end1 lo subaenbt to and rnell all rorrna ol lllte,-11chang1 and 1n1r1 .. I ch1ngo 

TC!li-10' lelecommunic:aDOne set\OICOS r, tne Jlate ol South Oal<ola. ,nck,dlng locll di.ti tone seMUs, Message T olepnone Semca WIiie 08 1997 07'()71!17 
Alea Telept,one Serviee WATs-w<o ~n. lorei(ln eichange seMc:e pnva1e tones. oe ~nes, acce5S HtvK:41, c1llul11 seMCe 
IQQI SWltchtd MMe• and olhe, seMCtS and lacildles ol commu~!IOns commo,, earners and olhe 11n-• 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lntra5ta!e Telephone Company. lne l)UIIUanl to 47 USC 214(•) •nd 47 CFR S4 201 11eret,y see~ der·. "''"°" a, an eltg,ble 
lllocommunlcallOnS earner w.llwn 1110 local orehange area, lhat cons111Ute llS HMCt a,u In Soulh D•ltota lntna.slalo 
Telephone Company II the faol,~os-based local e,c11ange earner piesenUy piowlln(I local o, cllange telecommunkati0n1 

TC97.-077 -tn Ille lolowvlg erchanges n SOUIII Dakota Bradley(784). ~ (793), Clark (532) Florence (754), Ha~ (7113) ()81131&7 07/07197 
Lake Nordon (78S), Waubay (9'7), Webster (34SJ, Willow lake (625) and Bryant (828) Cntraataco Telephone Company to 
a ~ .11dgt a in. ontf c:amet l.:>day proo,,dong local t t change tofecommunlcations atMCes on lho above odenafitd e,chang, 
ftfC11S t~taN . ·- - · ..... 
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11\tefSlllle Telecommunca11onS Cooperative Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(• ) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby see~s dniQnabOn 
as an ollglbte telocommurlicabons carrier Within the local et chonge 11,oa.s that COl'l$111Ule ii$ SUMCO .,earn South Oukoto 
11\tenute Telecommunocabons Coope1111ve II Ille laaiaffs-ba.ed local etchange carrier p1eHnUy p1CMding loc:at c , change 

TC97 07& telecommunocebons H/Vk;os In the loUow,ng • • changH In S001h Oal<ota GOOdWln (79!t) Clear Lake (&74) Gary (272) 
06 ll'97 07/07197 Eslel.Wlc {&73), Bmnm (&711) Asto1111 (&32), Toronto (794) Wnt HendncU (479) Elkton (542). White (629) Broolungs Rural 

(693). Sinai (826) Nundll/Rutland (S&IJ), W entworlll (483) and Chester (4&9) lnler~ate Telecommunic:aoons CooperallYO 
to ns knowledge • Ille only carrier today p1CMd,ng local @•change telecommunM:llt>ons seMCes rn Ille abo',e rc:ten~fied 
o•channe 11eos (Slaff HBll<CI 

WC!II FtNe, Cool*illl'te Telephone Com1><1ny pu11uant to 47 USC 21'(e) an<l 47 CFR 54 201 h11eb,sui..s ac,i,,gnaoon as 
an ellgtblu teloeommunicaoons camcr within tho local eachange areH lhnl cons11tut8 Ifs uMCe area In Soulh Oakota We,t 

TC97.0SO R~, Ttlepl\one 15 ll>e ladrDes o.tSl'd local c, change came, p1esentty p10Vld,ng local e,changft ltlecommur,,catJOns HMCes 
ill the tOllo,wlg e•ch.1'10" 8Gon (2.«J Butti\lo (375) Camp C,ook (60>797) and (406-972) Meadow (788) and S.irum (866) 06/16197 07/07197 

Wes! RM!r T ,ilephOno to rt, IUIOW!edgc rs tho onlv carnor 1oaay pr<Mding loral 111chango tclecommu""-~bOns seMCH in me 
abOve rdent.11«1 nrchanne areas CStaH HBll<Cl 

Sl.lltotine Tolecommunrca!IOm Inc pursuanl 10 47 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 h0ro11ynelo.1 d:>s,gnot>on as an ehg1ble 
te14'Commun1Call0nt ca~, Wllhln the tocal e, ch1nge areas lh8l constnu1• rtS seMUi 1,ea 1n SouUl Oo~ora Stat~lln• rs u,e 

TCG7 oa1 fijcihues based local e, ch• nge carrier p1escntty p1ow:t,ng toc:ai e, change relt!COl'l'lmunlCauons $eMCes 1n lhe lollow,1111 06,1697 07 07'97 
~(ChitngM Newl!II <• 5el Nllland (257) ond Lenvnon {605,374) and (701-376) Statel,no, to rt, knowleOgo rs tM ontv came, 
todav 1)10\'ldonn local e•channe telo .ommuNC:at>ons HMCes III the abOYe ldenbfled e, charvte areas CStan HB~CI 

Accent Commun1eauon1 Inc pum,ant 10 47 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR S• 201 heret,y seek, dewgnnt>on as an ehg,r;lo 
telKommunocabOn, car11<1r w,\holl Ille local erch,.nge areas lhat constn,;1e o seMCe area Accenl rs Ille taoM.es based 

TCG7 093 e\ch111ge currier p11m,ntty Jl(O'l'ICIJnO loc.il 11ehang,; l.elecommunications seMces in lht lollCWIJlO h Lha!IQttS Bnstol (492) 06 1797 07/07'97 
Ool1nd (1135) . FrederiC~ (329) H1cl1 (1194) Norm Hecia (701 ,992) and Mellette (887) Accent torts lo.nowteooe rs lhe onty 
Q1nt, IOCI"" l)lov,d.nn local e•channe lelecommunicnons 1el\ocet in the above rc:tenbl'led tu:hanne 11reH tStaH HBICHI 

J1tmn Va~ Coopern11v• TelePhono Comp1nv pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(t) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby see II.• oes,gnat>oo 
H •n ebg1ble lfli,communlcobOM ca111e, ,.,ow, Ille local c,lchange areas 1ha1 cons111u1.e ~s seMCe urea ,n South Oa~ota 
James Vnllov Cooporatrve 1 e1ep0one Company" !he lac:o1111.-, oased e, change , urr~r put&onlty pro..:ting local u, change 

TC97 084 tftlecommunicllllOn• - on the ronow,ng e.changvs on Soulh Oakola Andover {298) , Claremont (294) Cotumbi.i (396) 
Conde (382) rtm4!V (JIIS). G1e1on (l97) HouglllOn (885) and Tullon (897) J1mt1 Valley Cooper awe Telerhon• Company 

06 17 97 07,07,97 

to Ila IVl.:JW!ooge ,s u,e only camer tOda)' ptev,dlOQ toc11I e•Change 1elecommunicat10ns S.MCH in the at>ov11 1<1enbfi~ 
u1ch~nno areas (StaH HB,CHI 

Hoarll ftnd CommunicaflOnJJ Inc: pu11uaot lo 4 7 U S C 2 I 4(e) •nd • 7 C FR S• 201 he,eby sfeks oes,gn11b0n as an ehg<bl~ 
ttlKOmmunoc:•t>ont earner WIIIWI the local each1no• areas that COMIIIUle 4s seMCe a,u ,n South OakOlll Hear1l.1nd 

rc91 oas CommunlQ- "lht 1~11,t-.od loc<ll e, ctwnge (jltne< l)IHonlly pov,d.ng local e>ehar,ge l•lerommun,cabOM seMCn 06}1 1,'91 07,0~ 97 
,n lhu lollowing e•cnangu in Soulh 01• 0111 Ptane'OeddO'II (337) HearUand Comrnun,ca110ns to llS knowtedgo IS lhtl ontv 
tnt'Mf tntta .... loc,,, e,et,nnnl' t~l - •nmmulW'~""'" SUM<ff ,n 11111 AllOYf! ldenbfllod ~, cha""" AIM\ 1S1aH HB,CHI 
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Midslate Telephon(I Compaey, ltlc pursuant to , 7 U.S C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeltl deslgnotJon as an ctrg,ble 
tole<:ommuricaUons earner...,., lhe loall e.<thange aroas that consllum Its~ area In South Dakota. Midst.le Telephone 
Company ls lhe lacilltie5-base<l local e, char>ge earner prnsendy p,OYlding local er ch&llQO lelecommunicotJons seMces in the 

TC97-086 lo/kllwig oxchangos In Soulh Dokotl. Academy (726). Delmont (779), Fl Thompsoo (245), Gann Valley (293) . KJmbnll (778) 06/17197 07/07197 
New Holland (243), Pukwana (89, ). Sllc;knoy (732) and WMe Lake (249). Midst.to Telephone Company, torts knOWledge 
'is the only earner today PfOl/id,ng local ekchange telecommunic&tkms services in the above ldenbfied erchange area& (Staff 
HS/CHI 

Balbc Tc!lecom CooperatJvo pursuanl to , 1 U.S.C. 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 heroby pelts designation a.s an eligtble 
l&lecommurications carrlel ~ tho local Okcl\ange areas that consbtuto il5 seNic;e area Baltk: Telecom Cooperatrve is the 

TC97-087 tacillUes-based local exchange carrier presenlly prOllid1ng local excllange telecommunlcatlons seMCes ill the followmo 06117197 07/07f97 
IU'Changes· Bailie (529) and Crooks (5'3). Baltic Telecom Coopenttrve, lo ils knowledge. is the only caroer today pr1Md1ng 
local .,.,h .... .ie telecommunfc:ations services In the above ldenb~ er chaMe areas. (Stan HB/l(C) 

East Plains Telecom. Inc . pursuant to 47 U.S.C 21'(e) and 47 CFR 5, .201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible 
telecommunations earner within the local exchange areas that constll\lte its HMee area. East Plarns Telecom, Inc. IS the 

TC97.088 facilities-based local e,change earner Pfesently plOVidlng local e1ctrange telecommun,ca6ons seMCH in the follow\ng 06117197 07/07197 
erchanges· Alce$te1 (93'). Hudson (984). and East Hudson (712-9a2) East Plains Telecom, Inc . 10 Its knowledge, is the only 
carrier loday providM local exchanne telocommunlcations serw:es In the above ldent fied exehange arel!S (Stall. HBll<C) 

Western Telephone Company pursuant to 47 IJ.S C . 2 14(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby Peks deslgnal>On as an ebgiblt 
lelocommunlcalions came,~ lhe local 8l!Chnnge areas lhllt - b seMCe area In South Dakota Western Telephone 

TC97-089 is tho tadlbos-based local exchange came, presently prowling local ulCChange 1elecommunications seMces in the following 06f17197 07/07197 
Cl(Cl\anges Cresbard (32' ). Faulkton (598) and Orlen! (392) W oSlem Teiephono, to Its knowtedge, IS the only earner today 
orovld,nn local exchange telecommunlcot>ons seN!ces in lhe abcwe ldonnficd exehanne areas (Staff· HBll<CJ 

Stoc:l<holm-St,andburo TolephOne Company pursuant to , 1 USC. 2 U (e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks dHignetion as 
an ollgible tolocommunications carrier within tho local orchange areas that COMtllute its MtMCe area In South Da~ota 

T Stocltholm ls lhe la~lnM!d loc:al elCChnr,gc carrier ptesently prOY1ding local exchange 101ecommunlcaaons seMOes rn lhe t 
7 C

97
.0

9
o rouowing e.rchangos In South Dakota Stockholm-Sttandburg (676. Rewlo (623) and South Shore (756) Stockholm, lo tts 06/ 197 o7107197 

knowledge, IS lhe only car nor today pt!Mdlng local ot chango 1elecommurncatJons seNiees in lhe abo•e ldonafiod exchallge 
areas /Staff· HBIKC) 

Konnoboc Tcrepllono Co pursuant to 47 u SC 21'(e) and H CFR ~ 201 hereby seeks designabOn u an ol,giblc 
tolecommunlCauons carrier Wllhln tho local e1ehonge areas that conslrtufo its ser-,ce area rn South Ookota Kennebec 

TC97..092 Telephone Co is Ille tacilrties,l)asod local exchange carriel f"Off"!ly PfOw' :-g local or changc totocommun1Caaons s,,rv,c.,s 00/18197 07/07197 
in tho following exchanges Kenne!>ec (869) and PrC.!lho (89S) Kennebec Telephone Co .. 10 tlS knowled<Je. rs the only CMl'ier 
todav D1ovldinn local c r chanoe lolecommunk:abons services in t.he al>Ove rdonafied er channe areas !Start HB/CH) 

Jclforson Telephone Co • Inc. pursuanl to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) ana H CFR 54.201 horeby seekS dosignabOn as an ebg[ble i 

lelecommunaaons carrier w,thln the loc.il o.rchangf\ ereas 1ha1 conslrlute tlS sorv,ce area In SoUth Dakota . Jefferson 
TC97-093 Telephone Co Inc os the facifrties-based local erchange carrwr pr8$enuy PfOVld1ng local e.rc:hange telecommunk:abOns 06/18/97 07/0:10: 

sc~ In Iha loOOIWlg exchange. Jefferson (966) Jefferson T&lep/lone Co . Inc . 10 rus knowledge, IS tho only carnet 1ooav 
ruovld1- local er channe relecommunbi~ons serw:es In th~ ~bovo ldenllfted excha=e area$ ISt11tf HBICHI 
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Sully BU1!es Telephone Cooperauve Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21 4{e) ano 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seek$ d~na!>On as an 
olig,blo telecommunrca!>Ons carrier w,tt,in tt,e local or ehange areas that cons111ute 11s serw:e area Sully Buttfl Telephone rs 
tho racihttes-basod local erchange carrier p,esenUy piOVld,ng local u change 1e1ecommun1Catl0ns »rw:n on lho lollowv,g 

TC97-094 orChangos Wost Onlc1a (264), H<tehcock (266). Seneca (436). Tolstoy (44 2) OnoltJI (447), Wesslnglon (458), La"1JIOrd (493) 
ROllholl (537), Tulare (596). Highmore (852) , Hanold (875) Ree Hc,oahls (943) H ov~n (948) Blun1 (962) and Eail Ol!Jda (973) 

00119197 07/07197 

Sully Buues Tektphooe lo cs kno'Mtdgo. 15 Ille only ci1rrnir IOday p,o....r.ng local er ehenge 1elecommuR1C11110ns s.rw:1rs on th• 
above idenDfied exchanne a1eas 1Stat1 HBICHI 

Venlure CommunicabOns Inc purs11an1 10 4 7 " S C 2 I 4(e\ ""J 4 7 CFR 54 201 htreby •eeM des,gn• llOn as an chg~~ 
1elecommun1CaDOns earner W!\/ltn the local e·"hango areas lhat con)ututo 11$ »Mee aru Venture Cornmunocat>ons rs me 
locihtJes-ba,eo local eachango carrier piesenUy puiVldtnl) local ercnange telecommun1Ca110ns se1V1Cos In tht tollow,ng 

TC97,09S er changes Onida (258). BQWdlo (285). Roscoe (287) PlcrPOnl (32S) Brmon (4.48) B11non NO (701 -4431 Roslyn (486/ 06 19 97 07,'()7 97 
W~ Spnngs (539) Selby (649) Get:ysburg (765) and Lebanon (7~ ) Venture Communoc:.it>ons too , nowl~e 11 
Ille only earner today p<ov,d.ng local 011:hange telocommuNCat.ons HMCH w, Ute a1>o·11 idenclled e, c111nge area'> (Slatt 
HBICHl 

SANCOr.1 Inc; purwon110 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 horoby .eeks <los,gnaoon as on al,gtl>le telecomrnun,caDOn, 
earner Wllhln the local e1c11aogo areas mat cons11tu1e 11$ serw:o area in South Dakota S1;NCOM ,s tho l acda.es 1:1.tsed locul 

TC97 096 e, cMnge came, p<esently p<Oll'dng k>cat e<thange tclecommunteaooo, Hllliees In the lollow,ng e,ch.lngn ,n Soum Oait.ota 06 •19'97 07,W,97 
Wolsey (883) Patksloll (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM to its knowledge is the only c•rric!r todat Pf0\1111,ng loe• I ~, c111119e 
telecommunic:aDOns serw:os on the aDove idenulled eu:11anne areas tStatl l'iBICH'J 

Sanbom Telephone Cooper awe pursuant to 47 USC 21'(o) and 47 CFR 5-6 20 1 hereby seeks des,gnation a, an 019,~e 
telecommunlci1bons carrier Wllhln lhe local e1change areas mat con~~tute rts serw:o area "' South Oa\ ota Sanborn 

TC97-097 
Telephone s ltlo laall1Jos.basod loall el'Chang& carrior l)lthnUy p1ollld1ng local e1chongo telecommun1eab0n• ,eMCOS In mo 06 19197 07107197 
following each8ngos In Soultl Dakota Ethan (227) Mt Vernon (236) Letcher (248). Forestburg (49S) A.11e,,an (5271 
Woonsocl<et (796) and Alpena (849) Sllnoom Telephone to AS tmowteogo tS tne only c.,rMr tOday p<OVld~ local eaclla,,..Je 
telecommunic:8110ns Hrw:es In tt,e above identified e1Char,ne a1eu CStall HS.CHI 

BerHlor<JMun,c,pal Telellhone Co punuantto 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 5<1 201 nereb)' neh dcs,gnn ,n @) • n cl,o·bl" 
telecommunlcabons carrier Wlthtn lhe local eichange Areas tnat conshtute •ts seMU areJ rn South D~~ota Beu:,rord Tel 

TC97 ,01l8 ts tt,e lllOICles•.t.ostd loco, e1Change earner piesontly p<OVICl1ng local e, c11ango telecommun,cabOns ~ijMCU)., me lolloMnQ 06 19Tl7 07,1)7.'97 
o, change Berosloro (763) BorestO(d Tel to IIS knOW1edge Is tnv only c:arn31 toda) prOV1t1,nQ Ill<~, e, chJng~ 
tolocommuNCabOns serw:es on lhe above idenDfie<I e, ch•r,ne illeH (Stan HB.'l<CI 

Robefls County Telephone CoopernM Assoaallon JlUl"'an1to , 1 USC 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 54 201 hereby w~,, OflPJ"• 
n an ehg1bte telecommunte11b0,... earner ...,u,.n the toul e, change area, that cons~Me 11$ serw:e a111 Rob.'rb Count; 

TC97..099 
Telop/lonu Cooperawe Assooauon Is the f9 c,t111es based local e, cr,ange earri.,r r,e,ently prCM01ng locdl e,change 

19'97 07,1)7,97 
tolocommun!CatJOnS 5en.,((IS in the lollo,wig e•chafll}tt~ NoM NcN E!Snyton NO (701 Ul~). New Erf111Qton (637) ijnd c,,,.,e 
Coty (6S2) Roberu County Telep/lone Cooperallll• AssooallOn to u knowledge ~ the only c.irr1.-, tod•v PICMO,ng lc,c-,1 
~,chonne tel11commulltCllDOM ~~MC~ ,n thP abOvP '1~nbfttld e, , ha-" a1Pas I Stan HB'l<CI 
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TC97-IOO 

TC97-10t 

TC97-102 

TC97-IOS 

RC Communications, Inc. pursuant to 47 U S.C. 214(t l and 47 CFR 5'.201 hereby see"' des;gnauon as an etoblo 
telllCOITIIIIUnicelions ca~r ...iri,, tile local eXCNlnge areas that tonslMe its aervle• area RC Communications IS the lacilieies,. 
based local exchange earner PftHntly prowllng local exchange tefecommuolcations servk:n 111 tho following archange1 
North Veblen, NO (701.0-34). Wllmol (938), Peev&r (932), Veblen (738) al)d Summit (398) RC CommunlcaUOns, lo 4s 
lmowlodge. 15 I/le only earner today l)(ovldlng local en:hango tolecommuruc:ations 1orw:01 in 1h41 above ldenaflod en:hange 
aroas !Stan H_BIKC 

Splil1ock Propelbes, Inc PtJl$Uant to 47 U.S C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby &eeks dts,gnallOn n an ehglble 
telecommuNCallOns earllor Within t/le local erchange areas that con5111Ute IC$ servtce area itl Soul/I Oakola Spl,trock 
Plopeniet. Inc. IS UH! laalitin-based Ioctl tJtc/\ange carrier p<esenUy p<CMC!ing local exchange lelocommunlcations seMces 
on the lollowlng erchanges "' Soul/I Oakoi. HOW11rd/Carthage (772) and Oldham/Ramona (482). Sptcroclt Propor11es, Inc • 
to ,ta knowledge, IS tho only earner today providing ,ocal exchange talocommu111C1Uons semces In the above klen~fled 
e, chanoe areas (St_an· _ HElll<C: 

Splietod( Telotam Coc,ponllYO. Inc pursuanl to 47 U S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR.5'.201 hereby ,eeks dHlgnaUon as an ellglble 
ttlecommurwcaliOI\$ carn.r Within 1110 loeal n chal\ge areas that eonsatute !Ill $enllc:e area Sp4rttock Telecom Cooperaave 
Inc 1$ the faal<lles,based IOClll e, change carrier presently prowfmg local erchar,ge telecommunications seMCes ln the 
lollowing o• change, Brandon (582} all<I Garretson (605·5~ ) and (507-597) Spli!rocx Telecom Coopereave, Inc . torts 
knowledge, 1$ the only carrier tOday pr~ local eJchange telecommunicalions seMCe.s In th1r aboVo ldttnbfied 11char,ge 
ar_ea!- (Stan HBll(C: 

Tn,County Telecom. Inc pumrnnl lo 47 USC. 214(e} and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seo~s designaaon as an e1G1ble 
telecommunlcalions carriar Within Iha local nchange areas that constm.ito Its seMCe aroa ln South Dakota Tri-County 
Tolacom. Inc I$ tho faa1111es-based local orchange earner pruenlly prowling local orchanga tolecommunlcations serv,ces 
In the lollowing ttl changos 1n South Oakoto Cla)'loo (825) and Emery ('43). To.County Telecom, Inc., torts knowledge, is 
the only carr"1r today prowling local Hchange telecommunlcaaons surllic•es in the abo\lo ldenb11oo exchange a1eas (St11t1 
HBIC 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

06'19/97 

06119197 

06119197 

06/19197 

US WE ST CommunlcallOns. Inc filed lor OPPfOl/31 by the CommiSSion I/le Type I Pagu,g Agrcomanl between KJAM Mobile 
Paging and US WEST '"This Agrettment was reached through Y04un\ary negotiations without reson to mediallon or arbcllotion 
nnd 1$ subrnmed for appt'lYal pursuant to Sec:oon 252(e) ol the CommunlcabOns Act ol 1934. as amended by t11e 

TC97-079 I Telecommunlcaaons Act r • 1995 -l<JMI Mobile Paging and US WEST turthe1 request that th~ Comn\lsSlon approve llus I 06i16/97 
AQreement Without a hMnrig and Without allOWUlg the lnteivenlion or otnor parties Because t/11$ Agreement was roached 
uirough VOiuntary r,ogotations. It does not ra,se ,ssues roqumng a heanng and does not concern otnor p;iities not a part of the 
negonaaons 1:.-pedi!IOus ap11roval would further tho public inrernt • _ 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 
- - ----

U S WEST CommunlcatJons filed tanlf shee~ that removi, retoronees to excha11,1es that navo been sold by U S WEST The 
TC97-082 I sale was eflociJVo June I , 1997 In addll»On. 11\is IUlng Includes some tel1 changes and clean,up dem, U S WEST has I 06/17197 

t l!Q.uostod 11n on~c1111e dnte of Jun~ 1. 1997. ror 11\IS MM !Stall OJ/CH 

PAGE SOF 6 

07/07197 

07/07/97 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07/07197 

NA 
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SoatltV~ 
Public Utilities Commission 
Swc Capilol Bu11ding. SOO Eas1 Capnol Avenuc. P1mt. Sou1h Ouota S7.$01 -!t070 

October 1. 1997 

Mr. Richard D Coil 
Executive Director 
SDITC 
P. O. Box57 
Pierre. SD 57501 

RE. Eligible Telecommunicatiot1s Camer appbcation. TC97-080 
West River Cooperelive Telephone Company 

Dear Mr Colt 

The above-referenced epphcation has beon reviewed by lhe staff of the Public Utilities 
Commission The following additional lnfonnation ls needed In order for the Commission 10 
consider this appflcabon 

1 Pursuanl lo 47 CF R. 54.101(a)(4). singl&-party service or rts fundionlll equivalent must 
be made available by an Et,o,ble TelecommunlcatJon" canier (ETC) 10 receive unlversat 
service support mechanisms. Does lhe abov&-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F R 54.405 and 54.411. LJleUne and Link Up servioes must be made 
available by an ETC to quarifying low-income consumers Does the appllc;.ant company .is 
referenced above. mal\e these services available 10 quar.ty,ng consumers? 

3. Please provide a verification by an authonzed officer. under o;alh, 10 the Commission In 
which 1he applic:an1 represents to the Commission tha1 lhe lad.s s1al ed In the Request for ETC 
Designation and 1he response 10 data request nos 1 and 2. above, are truthful 

Please respond by October 14, 1997 Upon receipt of this informa1oon, 11 will be evaluated by 
stall and the matter WIii be scheduled ror constdenlllon by the Commission Thank you for 
your attention to this maller 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTli 
DAKOTA 

s,~ rely, 

l 1tJ ~ In.) 

Katen Cremer 
Stall Attorney 

cc Harlan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. I 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATION·$ ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TE •• ECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97..()69 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97.075 

TC97.077 

TC97.078 

TC97.081 



ACCE.NT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-083 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-084 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97.0S5 
) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97-086 
) 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC97.087 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) TC97.o88 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97.089 
) 

STOCKHOLM.STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) TC97.()9() 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97.092 
) 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO .. INC. ) TC97.o93 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) TC97.()94 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97.095 
) 

SANCOM, INC. I TC97-096 
) 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-097 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPA.NY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TEl.EPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
MCCOOK TEl.ECOM ) 

WEST RfVE.R 
COOPERATIVE 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The SouU1 Dakota Public Ullllt1es Convn1ssion (Commission) received requests from 
the above captioned 1elecommumca11oos companies requesting des1gnauon as ehg1ble 
1elecommun1cat1ons earners 

The Commiss,on eledrooic:ally transmitted notice of the Mings anc the intervention 
deadlines to interested 1nd1v1duals and entities On June 27 1997. the Commission 
tecetved a Pelrtlon to Intervene from Dakota Telec:ornmncatlOOS Systems, Inc (DTS) and 
Oakola Telecom, Inc (OTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15 1997. at rts regularly scheduled meeting the Commission granted 
intervention to OTS and on 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Petitions to Intervene were 
hied 

The Comm,ss,oo has JU11sdid1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49·31, 1nclud1ng 1-26-18 1-26-19 49.31.3 49-3 1-7, 49-31-7 1 49-31-11. and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captlOOed 
telecommumca11ons companies should be granted designation as eligible 
teleconimun1cat1ons carriers and (2) what serv,ce areas shall be established by the 
Comm1ss1on 



A hearing shall be held at 1:30 P.M . on Wednesday, November 19 , 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapl,.l'f 1-26. All parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney. These nghts and other due process rights sha.11 be forfeited 
tf not exercised at the heanng If you or your representatJve fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing. the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, if any, during the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decis!Of'l regarding this matter. As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible 
telecommunications carrier, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunications carriers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state C1rcuii Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. ll is therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the lime and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecommunicallons carriers, and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers. 

Pursuant to the Americans with 01sabihhes Act, this hearing is being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Pubhc Utilities Commission at 1-800· 
332-1782 al least 48 hours prior to the hearing rf you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you _ / 

. T'/1 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, !his 7 day of November. 1997. 

CERTIFICATE~ sEJIVIC,E 

The ->IQMCI ,,.,tl>y CfflillH tll,tt 1h11 _ _ _,, .. ,..., ,odrt_ ........ 
or rKOnl In IN• cloc\el., .. l .lltd o,, u,o dodl.c 
MMcc ldt, by I.C- Of by lht du • !Nll, In =T·~ on--.,~-<Nr91• 

By: mlu/)l(!?f(dJ~ 
Offl! .> /1711/ t/1 

H . W.SEAI. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARO, JR 
Executive Director 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITIBS CO MMI SS I ON 
OF THE STATE OP SOOTH DAKOTA 

---~---~-~~----------------
I N THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECO MMUNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR DESIGNATI ON AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECO MM UNICATIONS CARRIER S: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMM UNICATI ONS 
~OOPERATIVE, !NC . 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UN ICATIONS, INC . 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCI ATES, INC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

PORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
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COOPERATIVE, TNC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, I NC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBORC TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

S JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO . , I NC . 

6 SOLLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATI VE, 
I NC . 
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1 0 

1 1 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS , I NC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

SAN BORN TELEPHONE COOPERAT I VE 

BERESFORD MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

13 RC COMM UNICATIONS, !NC. 
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19 
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1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
l 

2 HANSON ~OMM UN I CATI ONS I NC .. D/B/ A ) TC97 - l31 
MCCOOK TELECOM I 

3 ) 
W~ST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97 · l54 

4 COOPE RATIVE J 
) 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNI CAT IONS CO. I TC97·155 
I 

6 US WEST COMM UNI CATI ONS , INC . I TC97- l63 
I 

7 THREE RIVER TELCO I TC97• 167 
) 

8 --------~-~------------~--~---> 
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P B Q c E E P I N G s l 

2 

3 starten. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Okay . We'll g o a head and get 

I'll beg in the hearing for the doc kets 

4 re l ating to the eligible tele communicat ions c arri ers 

s designation. The time is approx i ~ately 1: 50. The date 

6 is No vembe r 19, 1997; and th e loca tion of the hearing 

7 is Room 41 2. State Cap itol , Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam Jim Burg, Commission Cnai=man. 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoenfe l der and Pam Ne lson are 

10 a lso present . I "m presiding o ver th is he a r i ng . The 

ll hearing was noticed pursuant to the Commission's Orde r 

12 For and Notice of Hear i ng issued No vember 7, 1997. 

13 The issues at this hear ing shal l be as 

1 ~ Co ll o we : One, whe ther the requesting 

1 5 telecommun1cac1ons compan y should be granted 

16 designat1on a s el igibl e telecommunications c arri e rs; 

17 a nd, t wo, what serv1c e a re a s shall be established by 

18 the Commissi o n . 

19 h ll p a rties have the r ight to be preeenc and 

20 t o be r epresented by a n att o rney. All persons so 

21 t estifying will b e s worn in a nd subj e ct co 

22 cross-examina tion by t he part 1eo . The Commission's 

23 fina l d ec1sion may be a ppealed by t he part ies t o che 

24 State Circuit Cou rt and t he State Supreme Court . 

25 Rol ayne Wiese will ace as Comm ission 



6 

1 couns e l. She may p r o v ide re commended r ul ings o n 

2 procedural a n d evidentiary ma tters . The Commission ma 

3 o verrule its cou nsel 's preliminary r uli ngs throughout 

the heari ng. If not o verruled, the prelim i nary rulings 

5 will become final. 

6 At this time I' ll turn it o v e r t o Ro layne f o 

7 the hearing. 

8 MS. WI EST: I'll take appearances o f the 

9 pa r ties. Rich, who do you represent? 

to MR. CO IT: I'm here today r epresenting all o f 

11 the SOITC membe r companies, and ala~ Kado k a wh ic h has 

12 recentl y appl1ed ~or membership wi th the coalitio n . 

13 And Da r l a Rogers 1s here representing some companies, 

. . ... nd ! gueAA she could 1nd1eote f o r the r eco r d which 

. ~ _nes sr.~·s representing. 

MS. ROCERS: l'm her e repreacnt1n9 Valley ; 

17 s:ockho! m·Strandburg; Colden We st, 1nclud1n9 Vivian; 

:e dnd Sull y Buttes and Ventu re . 

! s MS. w: ES7. Could you r epe a t those 39ain? 

:o va:ley, Scockholm-scrandbu rg . V1v1an. Colden West. 

... MS. RC;ERS· Colden West. Sully Buttes and 

Venture. 

MS. WIEST : US Wes t . 

MR HEASTON· Bill Heast on and Tammy Wil ka 

! o r US WesL Communications. 

~---------------------------------...1 
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l 

2 

MS. CREMER: 

M, . HOSECK: 

Karen Cremer , Commission staff . 

Camron Hoseck, Commission 

3 staff . 

4 MS. WIEST: We hav e had a request t o take o ne 

s o f these dockets f i rst and that's TC97 · 075. Do any of 

6 the pa rties want to make an opening statement bef o r e we 

7 begin ? 

8 Why don't you procee d with 0 75 then 

9 MR . COIT: Sure, that's f1ne . t rea ll y d on't 

10 have an opening st a tement. There are a couple o ~ 

:1 e x hib i ts that we wou ld like to admit . And I unders~and 

12 there's a lso been s ome letters sent to the Commission 

13 tr.at we would li ke t o admit into the reco rd as evidence 

1 4 o n the ETC queot1ons . And that would be Exhibit Numbe r 

15 l, which 10 the application of Fort Randall f o r ETC 

16 designat ion, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

17 of Fort Randa ll t o a data request t rom staff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octob e r :s: And there ,re t wo letters . r 

19 d on't kno w 1~ we·ve narked those yet . 

20 ( EXH:B'.7S NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

21 IDENTIF:CAT!ON .J 

22 MR. COl7 The re are t wo other exhibits that 

23 have bt ?n marked Exhibit llo. 3 Ka thy Marmet, 1s tha t 

24 the le tter o [ Dakota o r I s Exhibit 3 th e letter . 

25 MS. MARMET : Ex hlblt 3 is the letter o f 
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1 Da ko t a . 

2 MR. COIT: So the Exh i bit 3 is the letter 

3 (rom Ro bert Marmet to the Commission, and Exhibit 4 i s 

4 a l etter from Mike Bradley t o the Commission. 

s MS. WIEST: What's the date o f that let ter, 

6 the l etter fr om Bradley? 

7 MR . COI T: No vember 18th. 

8 MS. WIEST : Because I have one dated No vember 

9 18th and one the 19th. 

10 MR. COIT: l think oo. Is that right, 

ll £ xh1bit 3 , i s that the 19th? Okay . l had a l etter 

12 that was dated yesterday, but the ones we have marked 

13 for admissi o n today , l believe both the letters are 

1 4 dJted the 19ch, No vembe r 19th. 

MS. WI EST : 

16 c a ted the 19 t h? 

So the letter from Mr . Bradley is 

17 

:o 

:9 

MR. COIT : Yes . Sorry abou t that. 

MS. W: EST : And that's Exh ib1 t 4 . 

MR . co rT : l d on't know why they're dated 

20 dif[erentl y . Th e 19th ~s the o ne we're seeking 

2: adm1ss1on o n, ! believe. Yes, they are identical so 

22 we're seeking adm1ss1on o f the 19th letter. 

23 

24 

25 

MS. WIEST : t t hink they're not e xactly 

identical but we 'll go wl th the 19th. Could I see the 

lette r !rom Dakot a ? I d on 't believe we got copies o f 



1 

2 

J 

tha t o ne . 

9 

(Paus e .) So a t th is time are you offer ing 

l , 2, J and 4 7 

MR. CO IT : Yea . that's co rrect . 

4 MS. WIEST: ls there any objection to those 

s e xhib:ts being admitted? If not, l, 2. 3 and 4 have 

6 been admitted 1n TC97·07S. Then at this t ime - would 

7 ask 1! a n y o ( the pa r ties have an y quest ~on s pe rtain ing 

8 to TC97-07S. including the Commis s ioners? 

9 Th e only question I wo u ld have, Rich, is on 

10 the r esponse to the data request. Exh i bit 2. And the 

l l first q uestion 1t ta l ks abou t single part y service . 1 

l2 guess it's not abaoluteiy clear th-t i t's ava il able to 

13 all the customers the way that the statement is wr it ten 

1< and ans wered. 

15 MR. CO IT : Oh, because they sa 1d d oes the 

16 above - referenced company h ave this se rv ice 

17 MS. WIEST: P.19h t . 

18 MR . COIT: Yeah. I guess that is corre ct. 

19 And I am not here today to se rv e as a witness. 

2 0 MS. WI EST: No 

2l MR . COIT: I f that's a conce r n that you feel 

22 you need add ressed. and I hate t o say this, but I wa 

23 led to believe that 1! the r e we re s ome questions on 

2~ a ppl i c a tions and t he re was not a witness here t o anew r 

25 tha t, those qucat1ons could be dealt with between now 
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2 

l 

,; 

':, 

6 

7 

e 

~ 

10 

10 

a nj De cember 2nd. There are witnesses he re today fo r 

some o f the other appl ica t ions, bu t there i s not a 

w1tness he r e today w1th respect to Fo rt Randall's 

appl1cat1on. 

MS. WIEST: The only other thing I would 

suggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could )ust have 

it cl ar1f ied by another affidav it f r om the person. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We could appro ve lt on the 

bas1s o f tha t cla r 1f 1ca t1on. 

MS. WIEST: A late - f iled e xhibit Just 

11 cla r 1 !y1ng that since we a r e t ak ing aff idavi ts from the 

lZ w1tnesses on other issues. 

MR. COIT: l appreciate tha t option. 

MS . WIEST: Otherw1ae, a r e there any othe r 

:s questions relating to 075? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Can we make bench dec1s1ons? 

1~ MS. WIEST: Sta ff will have some thing too. 

!8 7h~y'll have test1 r ony on all o ! the c as,•s. Does staff 

.~ ~an t t o go now, or d o you wa nt t o go at the very end ? 

:0 MR HOSECK : Or1g1na l ly we had planned co go 

~l a!ter the appl1cants had. 

MS. WIEST : All the appl.cants? 

MR . HOSECK : Yes . And if these ar~ trea ted 

z .; en m ss 0 1 so~eth1n9 fair ly close t o tha t, then we 

zs wo.l d be prepared to put on ou r c ase in a similar 
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l manner. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: That's fine. 

MS. WIEST: Let's just go through them a nd 

then we'll have Harlan as the witne ss. Let's go back 

to TC97 ·068 . 

TC97 - 068? 

Does anyone have any questions on 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a clarificat~on. 

8 data r equest response is this? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yee. Tha t would be in that 

10 packet. 

What 

l l MR. COT T: Is ther e a cha nce that we could 

12 consider or deal with these en mass a s Mr . Hoseck has 

13 indica ted o r su99euted? 

14 MS. WIEST: I'd rather not just because on a 

15 few o f them I have a couple questions on some of them. 

16 MR. COIT : Okay . Should I go ahead and 

17 introduce the e xhibits? 

18 MS . WlES T: Yes. 

19 MR. COY T : Wit h respect to Docket TC97 -0 68 

20 there are t wo exhibits. Exhibit No. l is the a ctual 

21 ETC reques t fi led by Vivian Telephone Company. And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 1s the response o! Vivian Telephone 

23 Company co a data request from Comm1ssion staff . we 

24 woul d move the ad mission o f those exh i b i ts . ! do not 

25 have the dat es. I don't have them here with me. 
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l Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Ex hibit No. 1 1s 6·1 997, 

2 and the date on the response to the dat a request 1s 

3 10 • 1 4 ·9 7. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : 6-9; right, n o t 6 · 19? 

MR . CO l T : 6 • l 9 6-9, excuse me . 

MS. WI£S7 : Okay . Is there any obJ e ct 1o n to 

7 adm1 t tin9 Exh i b1 t s land 2 i n 068? If not. they• ve 

8 b ee n ad~ Ltted . Again. Rich, on Exhibit 2, the first 

9 question, it says we provide single party service 

10 throughout. 

11 customers? 

I guess I'll ass ~ me that me ans all 

12 MR . CO I T: I woul d c a ll Do n Lee . Don Lee is 

13 hero reprooen ti ng Vivian as well as some o f the other 

! .; c ompanies . Do n Lee. do y ou want to ta ke a seat ? 

: e 

DON LIii: , 

c a lled as a witness, being first duly s wo rn, 

was exa~1ned a nd test ified as f ollows : 

~iRECT EXAH:NATI ON 
:<. BY MR CO l7 , 

Co u1d ; o u respond co Comm1ss1on counsel's 

quea · i o n, p lease ? 

A. Ye s . The 11 ns1;e r to y our quest ion is . yes, it 

:• d o ~s 1nd1ca te th t they pro v ide serv1ce private line 

2 4 th : ughou t t he stud y area. 

2 !, MS . WIEST . S ingle party to all customers? 
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2 

3 

It's avail a ble to all custome rs? 

A. Ri g ht.. 

MS. WI EST : Tha n k you. That·o che o n l y 

13 

4 question I h a ve. Does anybody else h ave any que stions 

5 f or this witness fo r 068? l f not, than k you. r did 

6 admit Exhibit 1 a nd 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT: We would move the ~dm1ssion of 

8 Ex hibit.a No . 1 and 2 1.n 069 . a nd t11ac u1 an E':"C req uest 

9 o r applica t1on dated 6-9-97 a nd r e s ponse t o a s ta ff 

10 data request daled 10-1 4 - 97. 

11 MS. WIEST: An y obJeccion? If not. they• ve 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMM I SSIONER SCHOEN FELDER: Ex cus e me , I do 

1 4 not have the data r equest u p he re Wlth me f o r s ome 

lS reason. I 'm sorr y about t h is, b ut I need to go b a c k 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about t.he Lifeli ne, Link Up. I think 

17 wa s that covered ,n the da t a request? I 'm sorr y to oe 

18 beh1nd the eight ball, but I did no t hav e that a nd so l 

:9 neeJ to k now whet.he : this compan y is d oing L1feline. 

2 0 Lank Up now or whe:her you need to · · whether you 

21 inten d to have that implemented b y l·l? 

22 A. You're r e ! err1.ng to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Compa n y ? 

24 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Ye ah, Viv i an i s 

2S what we •re doing now. 
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1 A . Vivian Telephone Company does prov1de 

2 L1f~l1ne and Liu~ Up throughou t its system with the 

J exc ept1on of the V1v1an Ex change. and they anticipat e 

q pro v1~1n9 it in the V1v1an Exchange by January 1, 

S l 9 Q8 . 

6 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : But ant1c1pated 

7 and d oing it are t wo different things . And I think l' m 

8 901ng to have to be assured that you're ei t he r going to 

9 do it or that y ou• re g o ing to ask f or something Crom 

10 us. 

11 A , Oo you want a commitment that we will d o i t 

12 by ·hat date? 

COMM! SSlONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 think that's 

o ! the requirements , if I'm read1ns the Act right. 

A , Ye ah . 

r-o!'IM I SS: o ::ER SCHOENFELDER : And l thi.nk 

: 7 ~h.:i' • s tmpo ~· ant tha c we have thac o n tl.e record. 

Cc t t a1n ly, Comm1ss1 o ner. The answer is, yes. 

:s :h~y ar~ com~1tted to pro v1d1n9 It by 1·1 ·19 98. 

CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thani< you. 

21 CHAIRMAN BURG : Just a question. a general 

Z2 one o n that . On the t oll . what do we cal l it to ll 

2) control? Do we ne~d a statement on those, too. or a 

24 

2S 

request f o r a waiver ? 

MS. WI EST: They did actually request wa ivers 
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2 

3 

I t's avail a ble to all c~stomers? 

A. Right. 

MS . WIEST: Than k you . Tha t · o the onl y 

l) 

4 question l have . Does any body else ha v e any que stions 

, for this witness (or 0 68 ? Jf not, thank you. I did 

6 admit Ex h ibit l and 2. 069 . 

7 MR. CO IT : We would move the ~dmission o f 

8 Exhibits No. land 2 in 069 , and t,1at 1s an E7C r ~ quest 

9 o r app lica tion dated 6-9-97 and response to a staf f 

io daca r equest dated 10-1 4 - 97. 

ll MS. WIEST: Any Ob JeC t ion? If not. they ' ve 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Ex cuse me , r do 

1 4 not have the data r eque st up her e wit h me for some 

15 reason. I 'm s o rry abou t th i s , but I need co go bac k 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about the Lifeli ne, Link Up. I thi n k 

17 was tha t covered ~n the data request? I 'm sorry to oe 

18 behind the eight ball. but I did not ha v e that a nd sot 

19 neeJ co k now whe t he r this comp a ny is d o ing L~fe line, 

20 L:nk Up now or wne:her you need co- · whe t her y ou 

21 intend to have t hat implemented by l · l? 

22 A . You· r e re!err 1n9 to t he Vi vian Telephone 

23 Company ? 

24 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian i s 

25 what we're doing now . 
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l A. Vivian Telepho ne Company does pro vide 

2 L1 !1> llne and Lin~ Up throughout its system with the 

l e x c eption o ( the Vivian Ex change, and they anticipate 

4 pro v i ~ing it i n the Vivian Ex change by January l, 

S 1998. 

6 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But ant ic ipated 

7 and d oing it are t wo d1!ferent thi ngs . And l think I ' 

B 9 01 n9 to have to be assured that y o u ' r e eithe r 90109 t o 

9 do 1t or that y ou 're going t o ask f o r something from 

1 0 us. 

l l ' " . Do you want a commitme nt that we will d o i t 

12 by that date? 

13 COMMJ SS,ONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 think tha t' s 

1 4 on1> o ! the requ1rernencs. 1f I'm read1ns the Act r ight . 

A. Y1> a h. 

CO MM ISS!ONER SCHOENFE LDER: And 1 think 

:, tna • •s 1mpollan: that we h ave that on tl.e record . 

: " A Cf' t ~a 1nl y. Cor:1m1ss1oner . The ans wer 10, yes. 

19 th1>y are committed t o pro viding it by 1 · 1 ·19 98 . 

COMM ISS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank y o u. 

2: CHAIRMAS BURG: Just a question, a g eneral 

~2 one o n tha t. On the toll . what d o we c a ll it toll 

23 cont r ol? Do we need a statement o n t h ose. t oo , or a 

1 4 request f o ~ a waiver? 

2S MS. WIEST : 7hey did actually request wa ! vers 
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1 1n their original applications. 

2 MR. COIT: r was a t t he conclusion o f going 

3 th r ough, r guess, the questions a nd so forth, I was 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

l O 

11 

12 

basically -- befo re the Commission a ct s on any of 

these, going t o restate the request . Bu t 1 f c he 

Commission has questio ns o f Mr . Lee wi th respect ~o 

certain a spects o f p roviding it, l would -- yeah, 1 

wo uld suggest you go ahead and ask it . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : No. 1 d on't have a p r oble~ as 

long a s we k no w all o f them that's going to apply to . 

I n other words, if it ~ppl i es to every o ne o f them, 

then the statement at the end say ing it app lies on all 

13 o f them is adequ a t e ! o r ~e . Or if you have some t hat 

l4 

15 

16 

•lr•ady could d o t he t oll con trol, we n eed t o kno w 

; douot :t •ne re are any at t h 1s t1~e. 

!'!? • co : 7 • No. we don• t And the wa iver 

l7 request 1s .nclude d ~n al c~e appl1catlone. But j ust 

:s t o r:ake sure 1t wae n.;lea on. : was intending on 

:7 br.ngang ,t up agatn ~ t the end. 

CHA:RKAN a~RC . Okay . Tha••s !1ne wi th me. 

MS . WlES7: An y other questions of this 

2. ~~tness regard!ng 068 dnd 069? 

23 -:'C97·070. 

If not , we will go to 

2 4 MR . COIT: Ag.ain, l would mo ve for the 

2$ ad mission o f t wo e xh1b i~s in TC97 -070, and that is the 
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ETC appl1 c ati on or request dated 6-10·97 and response 

to sta!('a data request dated l0-97 

MS. WIEST: Any ob1ect1on? !f ~ot. Exhibits 

land 2 have been ad~::ted. 

5 w1 :~ rega:d to this d oc <et ? • f no:.. : et• s go to 

.,. 

l:. 

: : :ic:. 

<t-""•:.:o~• 

MR . C0:7 : 

vs ~:rs: 

r "c:• rd: r.o 

,...,.., ·­.., .. 

~ e - oc.d ave !or :ne ad=~•si on o ! 

Are :here any 

: ! r.u: . we w ~!l go to 

We wo~ld ~ove : o r the admission o f 

l- Exh1b.t ~o . l. £7C request d a ted 6 ·11-97 and Exhibit 

l7 

1 .... 

:? 0 

:? l 

22 

23 

24 

So . -... response · o sea : ( d~tl reques t dated ,0·1 ~·97. 

MS. WIEST: Any obJectiona to Exhibits 1 and 

2 bP1n9 ad~1t:ed? - ' not, the y have been admitted . 

Any qLeSt!Ons reqard:ng 7)? 

MR . COIT: l woul d note tha t Dennis La w, wh o 

1s the current manag e r of Sioux Valley Telephone 

Company, 1s ava ilable it the Commissioners ha v e any 

questions. 

MS. WIEST : Any questions? If not, we'll go 
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1 to rc97-074 . 

2 MR . CO IT: We would move for the admission o! 

3 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-12-97 

4 and Exhibit No . 2, response to staff d a ta request dated 

5 10-31-97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections? lf 

7 not, land 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 queotions concerning 07 ~? l have the same quest ion o n 

9 this one, Rich, wi th respect to the da ta request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

! 5 

MR. COI T : Would an af!idavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, as far as all customers. 

XR . CO IT: 

fl led. 

MS. WIEST 

:et'G 90 t c 7C97 -07 7 _ 

' .. - . 

2 0 " 

MR co, ;- : 

23 dat~d :o- 2a - ~, 

2 ~ e x hibit& 

2 5 MS . ;;!!::ST: 

Okay . I will make s u re that gets 

Anv questions on 07{ ? !( note, 

we wo u?d ~o ve ! o r tbe ad~lss1 on o f 

Any Ob)ectlon? r ! not. thos,e 
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l three exhibits have been admitt ed . 

2 questions regard ing th is docket ? 

Are there any 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

MR . COIT : l b e l ie ve Mr . Lee i s represe nting 

ITC today as we ll? 

MR. LEE: That's right. 

MS. K:ES7 : Okay Le t's g o to TC97-078. 

MR . CO ! T , We move ! o r the adoission o: 

8 Exh1b1t No. :, which 111 che ETC request d a ted 6-13 -97 

9 anc oov e ! or the adm1as ~o n o ! £xh1b1t No. 2 , wh ich is 

:, response ~o stat! da;a :eGues t da ted 10-S-97. 

! : 

- ... . .. . ' -.... . . . ..... ~ . 
~s WiES7 · Any obJecc1on to those exh i b i ts ? 

Any ques tion s 

:3 concern-ng th1s doc~et ? Let's g o to TC97-080. 

. . -.. We oove f o r the admissi o n o ! 

:s Ex h.b1 : No :. which 1s th e ETC request daced 6 - 16-97, 

:~ lnd 3lso move !or admission o f respo nse to staff data 

:7 request Exh1b1.t i-o. 2. which is dated 1 0 -14 -97. 

MS . w: EST : Any o bJec t ion to Exhibits land 

: ( not . the}•'ve been admitted. Any questions 

20 regarding t h~s dockel? I f not, let's mo ve t o 

2.2 

23 

TC:97-081. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admissio n of ETC 

request da ted 6-16-97, which is Exhibit No. 1. and also 

Exh i bit No. 2. r es p o nse to staff data request, dated 

25 l O· lS-97. 
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1 MS. WI!;';ST; Are there any objections to l an 

2 2? If not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

3 regarding this docket? So, Rich, with respect to this 

4 one, you wi l l be asking a t the end about the wa iver for 

5 the single party and al l the other waivers; is that 

6 right? 

7 MR. COIT: ts there a waiver r equest in the 

8 Stateline o n the single party issue? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

MR. corT: l wasn't a ware o f that. I 

understood there were some companies tha t had purchase 

US West exchanges that we re still in the process of 

convert1.ng s o me party lines. But, yes, if they oel!:d a 

wa i ver, I guess s o. ! 'l l renew that request . : d o n't 

have any fa ctu a l 1nf o r ma c 1o n I c an pro vide . ! d o n· t 

believe, Mr. Lee. are you here reprecent1ng St a t eline? 

MR. LEE : am . And i n conversat ions wi th 

!8 Stateline management yesterday, they indi c ated that 

15 t h ey would _ike !y need a wa1ver r equest unt1l March , 

2 0 Apr il tl~e ~r ame when they c an f inish the construction 

21 to pro v ide a ll one party se rv ice. 

22 MS. WI ES7 : And 10 their application they're 

23 a c t u a ll y a s ki ng ! o r a one- year waiver ; corr ect? 

2 ~ MR . LEE : But they•re willing to shorten it 

25 up. 
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l MS. WIEST: So you p robabl y j ust need a 

2 waiver until June? 

3 

4 

5 

MR. LEE : That would be adequate . 

MS. WIEST : June 1st? 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do we need t o act on che 

6 wa1vers now? 

7 COMM:SSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Do you wan t a 

8 mo t!On on the waive r now? 

MS. W! fST: Let's talk about that . Th~ thing 

:. o is that all o ! these. I believe, a:-e going to also need 

a =o t1on on the waivers fo:- the one yea r on the t oll 

:2 control , and we haven't bee n doing any of those mot1 ons 

:3 .it th1s t1me 

. . . .. 
: !) 

17 

: a 

CHAIRMnN BURG: We have to cake each of those 

separ a te mo t1ons , do yo u thin k, at the end for rhe toll 

con::rol ? 

MS. WIEST : Yes. If we wa nt to go·· 

MR . COIT: 

t9 start do 1ng wa1vero. 

We could pi c k it up here no w and 

That might be the easiest way. 

20 

21 o ne. 

22 

23 

CHA IRMAN BURG: If we got t o go through each 

MR . COIT: Rule o n them as you go throug h . 

CHA I RMAN BURG: Easier than going back . 

MS. WTEST: Okay. For 08 1 wit h respe c t to 

25 :he wa i ver until June 1st, 1998, concerning sin9le 
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party s e rvice to a ll cus t omers . a nd the second waive r 

on toll con t rol f or o n e y ear-· o n e y e a r from wha t 

d a te, Ri ch? 

MR. COIT: I thin k I would guess that tha t 

would be from the date of the order. 

MS. WIEST: Ok a y . 

MR. COIT: On the toll cont r ol? You ' re 

8 speaking to the toll control; corr ect? 

s MS. WIEST: Yes , toll cont r o l. 

1 0 COMM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: I have a q uestion 

11 as long as we ' re tal k ing abou t the waivers both on t o l l 

12 c ont r ol and on the single par ty service. As long as 

13 you ' r e a sking for waivers , let's ma ke sure it's don~ 

1 q pro,erly and that we ' re not back here in t wo mont h s 

15 asking for more waiv e rs. I would h a te to go through 

16 this p rocess, or would not like to go through this 

1 7 process again. I think we need to be accurate when 

18 we're doing it. I also have a question about what 

19 meets the requirements o( the Act? How much of a 

2 0 waiver can we give ? 1 don't know as I k now the answer 

21 to that. 

22 MS. WIEST: Right. The time actuall y in the 

23 FCC Or der is not specified. But it does say in 

2 q parag r aph 89, I believ~ . tha t the Commission must , upon 

25 a finding o f e xceptional circumstances, you c a n ma ke a 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

22 

waiver for single party services for a spec i fied period 

of time. And a lso on the toll limitation the company 

must also show e xceptional circums tances e xist and need 

f o r a dditional time to upgra de. They should have to 

show i nd i v i dua l hardship , indi viduaii z ed h a rdship or 

inequity warrants addit ional time to comply and that 

would better serve the publ ic interest that is in 

st r ict adherence t o the t i me period and 1t sho uld 

extend only as long as the e xcepti o na l circumstances 

e x ist. 

MR. COIT: I would note that l n the 

appli c ati ons , while we've requested a year, we 've also 

indica te d that wi thin that peri o d of time we would file 

14 some in f o rma tion with the Comm i ss ion indicating, y ou 

15 kno w, when the c apa bil1 ty is available. lf the 

16 Commission ·· what we have·· and Mr. Lee , I think, can 

17 answer some questions in the area o f t ol control chat 

18 ! c an't an s wer . But we're f a ced with a situa tion today 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

25 

where the capa b 1l1t1es are )USt not avai l able. If a 

year 1s too long , /OU k now, f r om our persp e ctive we 

really didn't kno w when it woul d be ava il able a nd 

chat's why we req uested a year. But i f there's bett e r 

i n f ot ma:io n on that, maybe the time period can be 

d 1!1ere n t. Bu t right no w we rea ll y d o n't know when the 

c apa o1l 1ty is going t o be available. 
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l COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to belabor 

2 the point, and 1 know eve ryone wants to get through 

3 this, but to me it's very important that we do it 

4 right. And s o if it means that we need to answer the 

5 question when we grant these waivers and we send these, 

6 o r you send them on t o the FCC, we need to be sure that 

1 you have spel led out why these compa nies -- at least 

8 th i s i s what I'm understanding -- why t hese companies 

9 can't d o t o ll cont ro l and why i t's going t o take that 

10 long of a per iod o f time to do s i ngle party service. 

1 1 And sol think that should be in the applicat ion 

12 somewhere, or at least in ou r motion as we approve it, 

13 o r we should have something o n t he reco rd t o support 

1, where we're going. 

15 MS. Wl EST: They do explain the rea sons in 

16 their application, th e ir o r igi nal application, with 

11 respect to toll control. 

18 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDE~, Okay . 

19 MS. WIEST : But l f t here are any furthe r 

20 quest ons that the Commission would like to ask at this 

21 time, if you need mo re in f o rma tion o n that, we could d o 

22 that now. 

23 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would li ke t o 

2~ know -- a nd t his probably isn't true of a ll compan i es . 

25 But o f the o nes you're testif y ing f or at least . 



l Mr . Lee , whe r e they're at in depl o y i ng the technology 

2 that we need t o do these t wo things and what ki nd of 

3 delays you might expect. Because 1 don ' t want this t o 

4 not go f o r ward the way that it' s been perceived that i t 

S should go fo rwa rd. 

6 MR . ~EE: Su re . Okay. 1 might respond t o 

7 that in genera l; and c hen i f there are specific 

8 questions. !'d be happy ~o do t hat . But the issue o f 

9 toll l1m1 tat1on, which I b elieve under the FCC's 

10 deocrlption ident1fies a toll restriction and a coll 

11 cont r ol. and the 1ss~e at hand 1s in che toll control, 

12 which my und~rstanding is t o i nd ica te that che end user 

:3 subscriber 1s t o be able to con trol the amoun t o f i ts 

1 4 monthl y bil l . at which time a restrict ion a utomat ically 

:s k. c ~s 1n and disallo ws ccess to the long dista nce 

: 6 net wo rk 7o my knowl edge, t here 1s no s witch vendor in 

!7 t hP Uni ced States to~ay who pro v:des that c apabi li t y 

:e w.cn~n its s witch. : know tha t the vendo rs are worki ng 

l~ on .t. ! could no: s~t here with a cl ear cor.sc!ence 

2C a:,o 1nd 1c ate that on X date that I woul d e xpect it will 

21 be avai lable. Ga ven ~y hones t o p 1n1on, I would doubt 

- 2 tha t it's ava1lab!e co the general po pulat ion within a 

21 year's time peri od And therein 1s the reason l 

~ ~ oe::~ve that S~!TC -e~bers ask !or the one·year period 

25 because we don't anti ci pate 1t being available. 
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l The second or alternative to that is a 

2 software pro vi sion i ng o f t oll cont r ol . And . again , to 

l my kno wledge , there ls no interfac e bet ween a software 

4 system and a s witch tha t has that capability. 

s Prtmar ily beca use it would t~ke real time rat i ng of a 

& c ust omer' s usage ; and because the custome : cont r ol 

? s w1tch interex change c arr ier i t's c hoos i ng , there are a 

8 myri ad o f o p tional c a ll plans and rate struc tures that 

<; would be applied . And, co my kno wledge, there Just is 

10 n o teehno.ogy, nor soft wa re, available t o c arry o u t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And i f t r ecall 

13 right. it d o esn't -- It 's not permissive. one or the 

14 other. You really to need to do a ll o f t he above. 

15 MR. L~E : I t i n c ludes bot h , that's co rrect. 

l~ COMMI SSIONER SC HOENFELDER : I believe some 

17 companies have asked the FCC f o r c l ar ificat ion, that 

18 sort o f thing. And a s far as l know, y ou mig h t h av , 

13 better info r mati o n than! d o that that decis1on has not 

20 been handed d o wn by t he FCC . 

21 MR LE:£ : A. t d o ubt I have better 

22 inf o rma ti o n; and , B. a gree lt has not been handed 

23 ':iown, to my k nowledge. There ie tha t c larif icat ion 

24 procedu r e r equest 1n !ro n t o f the PCC . 

2 5 COMM1 SSI0N£R SCHOENFELDER , Okay . 
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l CHAIRMA~ BVFG; To my knowl edge, eve rybody 

2 c a n of f er toll limitation; right, fr om what we've had 

3 to get a general statement? 

MR. LEE : r •m going to define as toll 

5 r estriction, if I can. instead o f toll limitation, yes. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking is what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offer tha t ? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l ~ 

l 5 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

2~ 

2~ 

MR. LEE : To my kno wled ge, that's a true 

st atement . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: And l guess my pos ition is to 

me, the othe r -- l r e a lly d o n't see , y o u kno w, s i nce 

you s a id it· s not avail a ble, I can · t see them impl ying 

it o r even putting it into he re . I t hin k i t satisfies 

all of our needs. have no pro b l em gi v ing the full 

year or more as long as it gets th r o u gh FCC , wh ich at 

ch1s time it appedrs it should. So I don't s ee this 

point co me 1n making it a shor ter lim i t because r 

don·t think it will i nterfere with t he 2TC 

establishment. 

MR. LEE: I woul d agree wi: h that and then 

would poi nt out in the applicat ions the companie s have 

ind1 c a ted that they will inv e stigate and will work wi th 

their s witch vendo rs s o that when i t d o e s b ecome 

ava1lable, t he y 're willing to imp leme nt it. I th i nk 

tha t the telephone companie s feel that once i t becomes 



1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l 5, 

availanle, it 1s in the public interest and would be 

very supportive of that concept. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: With that I'll mo ve that we 

grant the one- year waiver on toll · • what 1s it 

c alled? Toll l i mitation? Toll contro l ? 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: r·m going t o 

concur with that as long as the motion is underst ood 

that there will be a ome formal w~y t o limit toll f o r 

these customers j ust so that everybody understands the 

motion. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I think in every applicati on 

you agreed chat you can do toll r estriction· · 

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : if I remember reading the 

16 applications, and tha t to me is sa t isfactory . 

11 MR. LEE: Thank you . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG : Do you want them as a 

19 separate motion? Okay . I'll also move· · which o ne do 

20 we need on thi s one ? 

2 1 

22 

23 

Ju ne lac. 

MS. WIEST: The s ingle party service until 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move that we grant a 

2 4 wu ive r ln TC97 • 081 ln th~ single party r~qu.1•~a nt 

lS unt1 ! Jun e 1, 1996 . 



COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

28 

1 

2 

) MS. WI EST: Any other queet1one 1n 081? Do 

c you want to go back now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG . 

6 and g~t these othere. 

It might be eae1 e r t o go b a c k 

7 MR . co : T: Whatever . 

8 MS. WIEST: We'll go back t o 068, a nd the 

9 motion to 068 wil l be f o r the one-year wa iver o n t oll 

10 control . 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve that we grant the 

12 waiver o ! t oll control 1n TC97 -075. 

l) COM~l SS t ONER NE LSON: I'd second . 

l " 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WtEST : 06 8 . 

CHArRMAN BURG I'll move we g ra nt the toll 

:7 : m~a~ 1·~: move we grant the waiv e r for toll 

:s l1m1t<1t 1on. 

MS Wt ES7: , o :: cont r ol. :•m sorry, we h ave 

20 to be a ccu rate because what the FCC did 1a they call lt 

2. combined ol l cont r ol and toll blocking no loll 

2:' l 1m1 ti\t t o n 

2l C" HA l RMMI BURG : I'll move we grant t h e waiver 

2 4 f o z coll control in TC:;7-068. 

2S COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded 



l 

2 

3' 

4 

5, 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WI EST: Fo r o ne year ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll keep maki ~g them. 

29 

1·11 

6 move we grant the toll control waiver in T~ 97-069 for 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 contro l 

13 year . 

roMM ISSI ONER NELSON : Seconded . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELD£~ : Concur. 

MS. WJEST: 070. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we gra nt toll 

in TC97·0 70 for one year, the wa iver for o ne 

l ~ COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: S~cond it. 

15 COMMl SS t ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

l 6 MS . WI EST : ! 71 . 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll move that we grant t ~ tl 

18 control, the waiver f o r toll control, 1n TC!/7 · 071 ! er 

19 one year. 

20 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

2 2 MS . WIEST : 073. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

2~ for toll control 1n TC97 · 073 for one year . 

25 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Se conded . 

I 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : 0 7 4 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa i ver 

f o r t ol l control l n TC97 -0 7~ f or o ne year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS. W:ES7: 077. 

CHA r RMAJII BURG : I 'll move we g ran t the wa i ver 

9 f o r t oll control in TC97·077 for one year. 

10 

l l 

l 2 

l 3 

, , -.. 
:s 

: e 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Seconded. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER: Concu r . 

MS . l, I£ST: 078. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

f or t oll control !n TC97·0 78 for o ne year . 

COMM lSStONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM ISS: ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

!'.S w:EST : 080. 

CHAlRMAN BURG: And I ' ll move we grant the 

:1 wa1ve1 f o r to : l con c r o l i n 7 C9 7-080 f o r o ne year . 

COMM: ss : ONER KELSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We d l d 81; righ t, tlnd we are 

~3 done ~ 1th 81. 

MS . W!EST : Any f urthe r questi o ns o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 -08) . 



31 

l MR . COIT: We wo uld move for the admission o f 

2 the ETC r equest filed by Accent . dated 6 - 17 - 97 . and 

3 Exhibit No. 2. the response t o s taf ! data r equest ~ h1ct 

4 is d a ted 10 8·97 . 

5 MS. W1£ST: Any obJection? If not, l and 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions regarding 083? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : 1· 11 move we g r ant the t oll. 

8 the waiver (or t ol l con ~ rol 1n TC97 ·083 f or one year . 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENF E . OER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·08 4 . 

MR. COI T : We move f o r the admissi on of the 

13 ETC reques t dated 6 - 17-97. which is marked Exhibit No . 

1 4 1. and we move f o r the adm issio n of Exhibit No. 2. the 

15 re spo nse to staff data 1equest dat ed 10·8·97. 

16 MS . WIEST: Are there any o b J e ct1ons? If 

17 not. t hey've been admi tt ed . 

18 CHAI RMAN BURG • 1 · 11 mov e we grant the waiver 

19 [ o r t o ll contr o l 1n TC97 · 08 4 for one year . 

2 0 

21 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: Se conded. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: r•11 concur . 

22 Does this have a single party quest.on o n t his one ? 

23 MS . WI EST: No. They s a id in their o r igi na l 

2~ appl1cation that they are of fering single p~r ty service 

25 t o aJl con s ume rs . 
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l COMMISSIONER SCHOEN~E LDER: l got a sticky on 

Sorr y . J ames Va lley; right? 2 1 t. 

) MS . WIEST, I believe 1n their -- o kay . 

4 Yeah, that wa s Bob's questi on. And the reason he had 

5 the question 18 1c wa s a ctually in the o riginal 

6 appl1 c acio n. So 1! you look at the or1g 1nal 

7 app lication o n page two, under question number three, 

8 they do otate that they provide single party s ervice t o 

9 all consumers 1n their e erv1 ce area . 

10 on that l1a t . 

Number four down 

11 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

12 MS . WtEST: Thank y o u . Okay. Let's g o co 

ll TC97-085. 

1 4 

15 No. 

MR . COIT: We 

1, the ETC request, 

move f o r admi tting o ( E"xhib it 

d a ted 6 · 17 - 97, and Exh1b1t No. 

16 2, the response co sta ! ! data reques t date o 10 - 1 0- 97. 

1? KS. h: ES7 : Any o b J ections ? If not, they've 

: have the same questi on here with 

:9 re spe c t to questi on numoer o ne. 

20 XR . COl 7 : Mr . Benton 18 availabl e to respond 

21 t o questi ons . l believe . ls this Heartland? Right ? 

22 Cr. Do n, c an you respond t o any quest ~ons? 

23 MR . LEE : Mark has asked me to respond on his 

24 b~hal~. which will be Heartland Co~~uni c ations, and 

25 they are o !!er1ng all s1ngle . 
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l 

2 

MS. WIEST : Singl e par t y was o f fered to all 

customers? Any oche r q u e stions conce r ning chis 

3 dockec? ls there a mocion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: r·11 move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll con trol Lo TC97 -089 fo r one yea r . 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

1 

8 

9 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 08,. 1 believe . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Ex cus~ me. 8S. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 -0 86. 10 

11 

12 

l 3 

MR COIT: 

request , Ex h:bit No. 

staff d~ta requescs, 

10·10-97. 

We move fo r the a dmission of ETC 

l , dated 6-17-97 , and response to 

Ex hibit No. 2, which is d a ted 

14 

lS MS. W:EST: An y objections? If not, chey 

16 have been admitted . 

17 that, Mr. Lee? 

Same question, can you answe r 

18 M? . LEE: l'm sorry . I don't ha v e the 

19 associated compan1e~ with the e x hibit numbers. 

20 company are we referring to? 

21 MR . CO IT : M1dst a te. 

Wh1c h 

22 MR. LE£: 7hey are currently all private line 

23 services. 

2 < 

25 

MR. CO I T: Single par t y ; cor rect? 

MS. WI EST: Sing l e party to a ll cus tome r s? 



l 

2 

3 doci<et? 

~ 

MR . LEE, Correct 

MS. WIEST; Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 11 move we grant the t oll 

s cont r ol waiver 1n TC97 -086 f or on e year. 

F 

7 

a 

9 

COMM ISS:osER NELSON: I'd aecond it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. IH £ST : TC97·087. 

MR. COIT: We move f or the adm1ss1on of 

10 Exhibit Ne l, ETC request, dated 6-17 - 97, and Exhibit 

1: No. 2. response to staf~ data requeat. dated 10-16 -97 . 

12 

l 3 

l .; 

MS. WTEST: Any obj e ctions? If not, Exhibits 

: and 2 have been admitted. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant toll 

1~ -ontt ol wa 1ver in 7C97 •0 87 for one year . 

• 6 

17 

CO MM ISS:ONER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

CO MM ISSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Conc:ur. 

MS WJEST Again. l'd have a question on 

lQ this one , R1 c h . 

20 MR. co:7 : Mr . Lee 1• representing Baltic as 

2l. we!l. 

MR . LEE : BaltJc 1s cu rrent ly all private 

23 : 1 r.e • :·m s o rry, single party. I should use the right 

Lerm. single party service. 

~ 5 MS. ;;; EST: To a ll customers ? 
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2 

3 

.3 s 

MR. LEE: Correct. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97-068 . 

MR. CO IT: We move for the ,dmission of 

4 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6 -17-97, and response 

5 to staff data request , which is Exh ibit No. 2, wh ich is 

6 da t ed 10-17 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any obJections? If not, Exhibits 

8 1 and 2 have been admit~ed. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a wa i ver 

lO o n toll control in TC97-08B for one year . 

1.1 

12 

lJ 

. H 

11. 5 

1.6 

t7 

this one. 

1.8 serv1.ce. 

I. 9 

20 

21 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMlSSIONER SCHOENPELDER: Concur . 

MS . WI EST : Con you a nswe r my question 

Mr • Lee? 

MR . LEE: Company name, please? 

MS . WI EST : East Plains. 

MR . I..EE: Currently is 

MS . W!EST : Thank you. 

MS . WI EST : TC97 -089. 

all single party 

MR . COIT : We move for the admiss ion o f 

on 

22 Exh i bit No. 1, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-17-97, 

23 and the adm iss1on of Exhibit No. 2, which is a response 

24 co staff data request, dated 10- 21 - 97. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any obJections? lf not. they' ve 
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l been admitted. Same question. 

2 MR . COIT : I d o n't believe that Mr . Lee 1s 

3 here representing Western today . 

the respo nse ? 

What d1d they say in 

s MS WIEST : They sa i d Western Telephone 

6 o ffe rs s i ngle par t y servi c e. My questi o n is do they 

7 o ffer t o every custo mer again ? 

8 

9 

1 0 

l l 

12 

MR . COI T : Wie ll 

MS . WIEST : Can y o u d o a la t e - filed on tha t ? 

MR . COI T : We c a n d o an aff i davit o n that 

one. I g u ess . 

CHAIRMAN BURG. l'l l mo ve we g ra nt a wa iver 

ll o n t o ll control ! o r TC9 7 - 0 8 9 f o r o ne year . 

' . ... 
1 S 

l o 

! 7 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I"d second it . 

COMMIS S I ONER S CHOENFELDER : Conc ur . 

MS. Wl EST : Okay . Let's g o o n t o TC97 -090 . 

MR . COl7 : We mo v e ! o r the adm1ss 1on o! 

18 £ x h1r-1t No. l. wh i c h 1s t h e £TC r e q ue st dated 6- 1 7- 97 , 

1 5 a nc Ex h:b1t No. 2, which is t he respo nse t o s taf t data 

2 C 

2! MS w; EST · l.ny obJ e c t i u n ? If no t, they've 

: 2 been a d m1t t ed Any quest i o n s c oncerning t h i s d o cket? 

2 3 

., . _., 

CH;\ I RMAN BURG : I'l l move tha t we grant a 

wa ive r on c o ll control 1 n TC9 7 -0 9 0 f o r on e yea r . 

COMM: SS! ONER NELSON: I ' d s econd it . 
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2 

) 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Coneur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 -0 92 . 

MR . COIT: We move ! o r the admission o [ 
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4 Ex hi b it No . l, wh ic h is the ETC request o f Kennebec 

5 Telephone Company dated 6 · 18 -97 , and mo ve f or the 

6 adm1ss1on o f Exh ibi t No. 2, wh ic h 1s the respo nse to 

7 sta!! data request dated 10-10-97. And I - oul d note 

a tha t Mr Rod Bauer i s here t o respond t o a ny ques~i o ns 

9 t hat the Comm1 ss1 o ners o r staff may have concerning 

10 t heir request. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any quest ions concerning this 

12 doc k e t ? If not, do you have a motion? 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG : Did we admit bot h those? 

1 .; MS. WIEST: I• m sorry, I did not. I will 

15 admit Exhibi~ Numbers t and 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we g ra nt a 

17 wa:ver o n toll control i n TC97 -0 92 fo r one year . 

18 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

. 2 0 MS. WIEST: 1'C97·093. 

21 MR . COIT: We would mov e for the admission o f 

22 Exh ib.t No. 1, whi ch 1s the ETC request of Jefferson 

2 3 Te le pho ne Company, dated 6-18-97 , a nd move also for the 

24 adm i ssion of Ex h1b1 t No . 2, response to staff da ta 

25 request, which is dated 10-10-97. And I would note 



1 that Mr . Dick Connors lS avai l able to ans wer a n y 

2 quest1ons concerning the Jefferson request. 

38 

3 

4 

~ S. WtEST : Any object1on to the e x hibit s? 

1( no t, they've been admitted . Any questions 

S con c erning t his docket ? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

: c 

CHAIRMkN BORG: I'll mo ve we grant a waive r 

f o r : o ll control 1n TC97-093 for o ne year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSI ON~R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97·09 4 . 

MR . COIT: We'd move fo r the admission of 

:2 Exh 1b1t No. l. ~h1 c h 1s the ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

13 and move f o r the admission of Ex hibit No. 2, which is 

:~ the response t o data request dated lO·lS - 97. 

: 5 MS . WIEST: Any o bject ion to Exhibit9 land 

If no t, those exh1b1ts ha v e been admitte d. 

: 7 have any witnesses for this one? 

Do you 

:s MR . COIT. Mr . Lee is ava il able for both 

:9 Sully Buttes and Venture. 

MS . w:EST: 1 Just had a quesrion , I guess, 

:1 conce rning single party serv1ce because in this one it 

2 2 d o es say should :ac1l1t1es not a llow immediate single 

23 party service, Sully Butt es may offer multi-party 

2 ~ s~rvice until the facil1ties are restored or instal l e d 

25 t o allow f o r sing l e party service. Has tha t occurr e d 
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1 in the past? 

2 A. currently Sully Buttes Tele~hone has no 

3 multi-line. The fact is all single party service . ! 

think they added that language such tha t 1f there were 

s a disaster that they had to r espond to, they wa nted t o 

6 re se rve the right t o o ffer par t y li ne under ;he 

7 emergency b 3is on ly . But they have f o r a number o f 

6 years been a ll single par ty servi c e . 

9 MS. WIEST: Any o ther questions ~ 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

11 on toll control f or TC9,·0 94 f o r o ne year. 

12 COMMI SSIONCR NELSON: t·d s e cond i t. 

13 COHH ISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Well. 1·11 

14 concu r . 

15 HS. WIEST : TC97 • 09S. 

16 MR. CO IT : We wo uld mo ve f o r the admission o f 

17 ETC. Exhibit No 1. dated 6·19·97. a nd adm1ee1on o[ 

18 Exh1b1t No. 2. re s p o nse to data request dated 

19 10-15-97. : would point ou t that l believe tha t there 

20 might be an issue w1th respect t o single party serv ice 

21 wa ive r 1n this c ase as well . 

22 MS. WI EST : Right . At this time are there 

23 any o b J ect1on s t o Exh1b1t 1 and 2? If no t . they•ve 

2 4 been admitted . 

2S need a wa iver. 

Yes . And it wo uld a ppear they would 

And my question f o r apparent l y they 



1 h a ve t h ree multi par ~y custome rs a nd they pl a n to 

2 i n stall sing l e pa rty serv ice du r ing the 1988 

3 const r ucti on season . So I guess my question i s 

~o 

~ apparent ly they haven • t asked for a wa i ver . Are you 

5 d o1ng so a t th~s t ime ? 

6 MR . COIT: Yes . we wo uld o n their beha l f . 

7 And r th tnk Mr. Lee would be a ble t o r espond t o 

8 questions o n that 

9 MR . LEE : 

10 we d o need a waiver . 

11 a cceptable t o us . 

l a• sume so anyway . 

Sure. But tha t would be correct . 

The same June l da t e would be 

12 MS. WIEST: June l. o kay. 

1 3 CHAIRMAN BURG: l' l l move we grant a waiver 

l ~ in single party service t~ Jun e 1. 1998, 1n TC97 -0 95 . 

15 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I would seco nd that . 

: 6 COMMI SS:ONER SCHOENFEL DER : Sure. 1·11 

17 concu r . 

18 CHA IRMAN BURG: And I'll a lso mo ve that we 

19 gran t a wa iver fo r t oll con t r ol on TC97-0 95 for one 

20 year . 

21 COMMI SS:ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd i t. 

22 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

23 MS. W!EST: TC97·096. 

2 ~ 

25 request, 

MR . COIT: r move f o r the admission of ETC 

Exh ib1t No. ], dat e d 6-19 - 97, and move f or t he 
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1 admissi on of Exhibit No. 2, response to data request 

2 dated 10 - 10 -9 7 . 

3 MS. WI EST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 be~n admitted. Any questions concerning this docket? 

5 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

6 on toll control in TC97 ·096 (or one yeaT. 

7 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

8 COMMlSS IONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

9 MS. WIEST: TC97 ·097. 

10 MR. CO!T: We move for the adm ission of 

11 Exhibit No. 1. ETC request, dated 6-19 -97 , and Exhibit 

12 No. 2, responoe to data request da-ed 10· 10-97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

14 been adm i tted. Does anybody have any questions 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

17 f or toll control in TC97-097 for one year. 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISSI0N£R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST : TC97 -098. 

21 MR . COIT : We move for t he admission of ETC 

22 request dated 6-19·97, which is marked Exhibit No. 1, 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

2 4 to dat a request dated 10·14 -97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objection co Exhibits land 



l 2? I C not. they've been adm i tted . Are there any 

2 questions conce rn ing t his docket? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we grant a 

4 waiver for toll control 1n TC97-098 for one yea r . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDE R: Conc ur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-099. 

MR . COIT: We move fo r the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No. l, which is the £TC dated 6- 19-97, ~nd 

10 admission o f Exh1b1t No. 2. which 1s the responoe to 

11 data request dated 10 -9-97. 

12 MS. WIEST: Any ob) ect ion? lf not, they've 

13 be e n admitted. r have the same q uestion on this one. 

14 The que s tion 1s do we have si ngle party service, and 

1S the answer 1s yes ? 

: ~ Mr . Lee, are you here f o r Roberts MR. co ;:- , 

. -. ' 

. ~ 
• C 

: 9 

-... 

C'o.: n t. y o r n o t ? 

MiL LEE , No 

MR . co ::- 7hen we probably need to h a ndle 

s u ppo se, o y the a(! 1dav it. 

MS. WlES, . O,cay . 

MR . LE E : R3ch. are we talking about Roberts -... , 
23 Cou n:.y or 

MR CO!T 

MR. LEE: 

Roberts County. 

I k now from another sou r c e other 
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l than thia that as manager of the South Oak o tu 

2 Association of Telephone Co-ops and he daily requests 

3 we've had there that they do, in f a ct, provide all 

~ single party service throughout Robert s County Co-op, 

S if that will suffice for your information here. 

6 MS. WIEST: Is that sufficient? 

7 MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

e MS. WIEST: Okay. 

9 CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 ! o: toll cont r ol in TC97 -0 99 for one yea r . 

ll COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

12 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

13 

14 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 100 . 

MR. COI T : We move for the admiss ion of 

15 Exhibit No . l, which is the ETC reques t dated 6-1~·97, 

16 and admissi on o! Exhibit No. 2, response to data 

17 request dated 10·9·97 . 

18 MS . WI EST: Any objection? If not, they've 

19 been admitted. Same ques tion on this one. 

20 MR. LEE: I don't know the ans wer. 

2l MR. COIT: There is ·· Mr . Lee is not here 

22 representing RC Communications today, so r suspect 

23 we' ll have to deal with that with a lat e -filed exhibit 

24 if that's okay. 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay. 



1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a waiver 

2 fo~ t ol l cont rol i n TC9 7-100 for one year. 

3 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: !'d second it. 

~ COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

5 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 10l. 

MR. CO IT: We move for the admission of 

7 Exh~b1t No. l , wh1ch is the ETC request e a ted 6 -19-97, 

8 and Exh1b1t No. 2. response co staff data request dated 

9 l 0-1 ~ -97. 

10 MS. WIEST : Any obj e ction? If not. they've 

11 been adm1cte d. Any questions c oncerning this docket? 

12 CHAl RMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant wa iver f o r 

13 toll control 1n TC9 7-1 0 1 for one year. 

14 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

15 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

16 MS. WIEST: TC 97- 1 0 2 . 

17 MR . COIT: We move fo r the admission of 

: s Ex h ibit No. 1. whi =h 1s the ETC dated 6 - 19 -9 7, and 

19 Exh1b1t No. 2, which 1s a response to d a ta request 

2 0 d a ted 10 - 1~ -97. 

21 MS . WI EST: Any objections? If no t, 1 and 2 

22 have been adm1tted. Any questions concerning this 

:?3 doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waive r 

2 5 f o r toll c o ntrol in TC97 - 102 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST: TC97 - 1 05. 

4 MR. COIT: We mo ve for the admis s io n o f ETC 

s request, Exhibit No. l, dated 6-19 -97 , a nd admission o f 

6 Exh ibi t No. 2 , respo nse t o data request dat e d 10-1 4 -97. 

7 MS. WIEST: An y objection? If not, Exhibits 

8 1 and z hav e been admitted. Any quest ions concerning 

9 this doc ke t? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

11 f o r toll control in TC97- 105 f o r o ne year. 

12 COMM lSSJONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMM ISS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. W1£ST: TC97-108. 

15 MR. COIT: We move f o r the admlssion o f ETC 

1G request, Exhibit No. l, d a ted 6- 23-97, and the 

17 admir,s1on o f Exhibit No. 2, response to s ta ff caca 

18 requeec dated 10 - 14 -97. 

19 MS. WIEST: Any obj ection? I f not, Exnibic a 

20 land 2 ha ve been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr . Lee, answer c hat one? ls that single party service 

22 availabl e f or 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. COI T : Fo r Faith . 

MR. LEE: I d o not r epresent them. r ·m sorry. 

MR. COIT: We would request pe r m1ss1on co 
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l provide that via affida vi t. 

2 MS . WIEST : Okay. 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

~ f or t o ll cont r ol .n TC97-108 for one year. 

s COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 - 113 . 

MR . COI T : We move for the admiss ion of 

9 Exhibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6 - 25-97, and Exhibi t 

10 No. 2, resp onse t o data requests dated 10-9- 97. 

11 MS . WIEST: Any o b j ection? If not, they've 

12 been admi tted. I h ave the same q uest i on on this o ne. 

13 MR . CO : T : Th i$ 1s Armou r . Bill Haugen c an 

:~ respond to y o ur question. 

l> MR. HAUG EN : Yes , I c an ans wer that. 

,6 B1tL HAUGEN, JR. , 

•- c a:led as a w1tness, being first duly s worn, 

18 wa s exa~1ned and testif ied as f ollows: 

1~ EXAMINATION 
20 MR . HA UGE~ : Good a!ternoon. 

21 MS. WIEST · And ! would J ust like t o ask you 

22 1 ! you cu rrently prov1de single party service t o all of 

21 your customers 1n y our area . 

2 4 

25 

MR . HAUGEN: S1ngle party service 

ava ilab l e to all o ~ ou r cust omers in Armou r 

is 

Independent 



1 Telephone Company service area. It ha§ been since the 

2 late sevent i e s. 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any ethers quest ions o f 

4 this wit nes ? Thank you. 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran t a waiver 

6 f o r t oll control i n TC97 - l13 f or o ne year. 

7 COMMlSSlONER NELSON: I'd second. 

8 COMM I SSIONER £ CHOE NFELDER : Concu r . 

9 MS. WI EST: TC9 7 · ll 4 , 

10 MR. COIT: We mo ve f or th e admi ssion o f ETC 

11 request of the Bridgewa ter -Can i stota Telephone Company , 

12 which is d a ted 6-2S-97 . t hat's Ex h~b it No. l . And a lso 

lJ move for t he admiss ion o f Exhibit No. 2 , whi ch is 

1 4 response to data requests of staf f dated 10 - 9 - 97. And 

lS Mr. Hauge~ is here as well to respond to any questions 

16 in thi s docket . 

17 MS . WIEST: First o f all, any objection to 

18 Exhibits land 2? If not, they've been admitted. And 

19 t would ask the same quest ion . 

20 MR. HAUGE~ : Single party service is 

21 available t o a ll the customers in the 

22 Bridgewa ter - Canis t ota Exchanges. 

23 MS . WIEST : Thank you . Any othe r q uestions 

2 4 of thi s wi tness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant a waiver 
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l f o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97- 114 for one year. 

2 

3 

4 

s 

COMMI SSlO~ER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIO~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : TC91-11S. 

MR . COIT: We would move the admission o f 

6 Exh1b1t No. l, the ETC request of Uni on Telephone 

, Company, dated 6·2S-91, and Exhibit No. 2, response to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10 - 9 -91. 

9 MS . WIEST : Any object i on? If not, £xhibits 

1 0 l a nd 2 have been admi tted . And l woul d aok the oame 

ll q uestion 1n t his doc~et . 

12 MR. HAUGEN: Single party service 1s 

13 available t o al l the c ustomers 1n the Union Telephone 

14 Company service area. Hartfo rd and Wa ll Lake Ex changes, 

: s again, has been since l a t e seventies. 

MS . WIEST : :'hank you. Any o the1 questi ons 

; 1 o f t hls wit ness? 

CHI.! RI'.;.~; BORG : : ·11 mo ve we grant a wa i ver 

:~ t o t t o ll restr1ct1 o n in 7C97-ll5 ! o r o ne year . 

2 0 COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: I• d second 1 t. 

COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you . TC97· 117 . 

MR . co::- · We move f o r the adm1ss1 o n o f 

2~ Exh~blt So . l, ETC :-equest dated 1> · 30-97, and Exhibit 

: s No. 2, response t o data request da t ed 10- 14 -97 . 
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l MS. WI EST: Any o b j e ction? rf not, Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted. Any quest ions con c erning 

3 t h is docket? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a wa ive r 

S for toll control in TC97 · ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: : • d second it. 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 12l. 

MR. COIT: We move for th, admission of 

10 Exhibit No. 1. the ETC reques t o f Kadoka. d a ted 7-3-97 . 

11 and the admission o f e x hibi t No. 2 . r esponse to d ata 

12 requests dated 10 · 28-97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections to Exhibits land 

l ~ 2? If not , they've been a d mitt ed . An y q uestions 

15 conce rn ing this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant a waive r 

17 f or toll control in TC97-l21 for one year . 

1B COMM IS SION£R NELSON: I'll second i t . 

19 

20 

CO MM fSSfONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-12S. 

21 MR. CO IT : We'd mov e f o r the admission of ETC 

22 request, Ex h1b1t So. l, dat e d 7- 7 -97, and Exhibit No. 

23 2, response to data request of staff, wh ich is dat ed 

24 10 -29- 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ction to Exhi b its land 
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l 2 7 I! not, they• v e o een ad 1 t ted . Any queGtlO:lS 

2 con c erning this docket? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a waiver 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

! o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97· 12S for o ne year. 

COM~t SSIONER NELSON : 1 •d second it. 

roMMIS S l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. ;. ! ES7 · 

MR co:T, 

TC97·130 . 

We woul d move for the admissi o n o f 

Exhibit. No. . .. th e ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

:r £ x h 1b.~ ~o 2. the response t o data request dated 

ll : o H 97. 

MS. WIES:": An y obJect1on co Exh1bits land 

13 2? :f not, they •ve been adrn1tted . Any questions 

1 4 conc-rn1ng this docket? 

:~ CH A:RMAN BURG: I' ll move we g~ant a wa1ver 

:i; ' · o r to!! control 1n TC97-l30 for on e year . 

: " 
: 9 

20 

., . .. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l wo uld second it. 

CO~M: SSlONER SCHOENF ELDER: 

1'.S. w: ES7, TC97- 1 3 l . 

Concu r . 

l'.R CO! T · We wou ld move the admission o f ETC 

req1,;eat Exh1b1t No. l, which 1s dated 7-10 97 . and 

22 Exh1b.t ~o. 2. response to data request dated 10·1~ · 97. 

23 

., . ... 2? 

MS. WI EST: Any o b1ect1 o n t o Ex hibits l and 

:t no:. they've been admitted . Any questions 

2S concerning tn1s doc ket ? 
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l CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant a wa i ver 

2 f or toll control in T C97 ·131 for one year . 

3 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO ~!SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

S MS. WI EST: T C97·15 4 . 

6 MR. COIT: We woul d move int o the reco ~d 

7 Exh1bit No. 1, the ETC reques t, dated 9· 1 0·97, and also 

8 Ex hibit No. 2. the r esp onse to data request d ated 

9 10·16·97. 

10 MS. WI EST: Any objection t o Exhibi t 1 and 

11 2? r e no t. they have been admit t ed . Let' s see , o n 

12 thls o ne t his wa s o n e o f a cou ple tha t n o t ime period 

ll wa s r equested for the waiver. I a ssume you still wa nt 

14 the o ne yea r? 

l S MR. COTT: Mr. Barfield is here . He could 

16 respond. He 's Mr. Bob Barfield, manager for West 

17 River. 

l 8 MS. WIEST: They reques t a wa iver but this is 

1 9 one o f the fe w ones that didn·t as~ f o r o ne year . a s 

20 ! ar as I can see. o r any time period. Sor was 

21 wonderi ng i f t here was a n y d i ff eren t time period that 

22 was being r equested. 

23 808 BARPIELD, 

2 4 c a lled as a witness. being f 1 r st dul y s wo rn . 

25 was e xamined and testified a s foll o ws: 

,. 



52 

EXAMINATION 1 

2 HR. BARFIELD: In r esponse to you r question, 

3 since the ve ndor does not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time to provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask for a c ertain time period on tne wa i ver. 

6 MS. WIEST : But we will need a time per iod . 

7 M'R. COIT: Wou]d you be willing to accept the 

8 o ne-year time per iod tha t is be~ng gran ted to other 

9 companies? 

1 0 

ll 

MR. e ARFIELD : We sure wou ld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And I think the thought 

12 behind it is i t t here stil l isn't an y solution, then it 

13 would be rene wed o r we'd r e quest . Wit h tha t, l'll move 

14 that we grant a wa1ver for toll control in TC97-l5 4 f or 

15 o ne year. 

16 COMMI SS IONER NELSON: [ woul d second it. 

17 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concu r . 

16 MS. WIES7 : Let's g o to TC97- l55 . 

19 MR . CO,, , We would request admission of 

20 Exhibit No. l, whlch 1s the ETC request of Mobr idge 

21 Telecommun1ca t1ons, which 1s dat ed 9- 10-97, and also 

22 Exh1b1t No. 2, which 1s the response to data request 

23 dated !0-16-97 . 

2 ~ MS . WIEST : Any ObJection? If not, Exhibits 

25 l and 2 nave been admitted . And I ~ould have the s ame 
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1 ques Lion wi th respect to the length o f the wa iver . 

2 MR. BARFIELD: An d t he r esponse would be the 

3 s ame . We would ask f o r a yea r on t he waiver. 

4 MS . WIEST: Thank you. An y ot her quest1ons ? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: With that 1· 11 move that we 

6 g rant a wa ive r o n toll con tro l in TC97 - 1 SS for one 

7 year . 

e 

9 

1 0 

11 TC97-167. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd Aecond i t . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I concur . 

MS. WIEST : Thank yo u . Let ' s s k i p to 

MR. CO IT: I wo uld j us t note that Three River 

1 3 Telco is not an SD ITC member company , so l'm not reall y 

1 4 here today to represent Three River Telco. 

15 MS . WIEST : No body is here ? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : Do we have any questions on 

17 1t, or d o we have to have re presentati o n ? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST : Somebody needs to move i t in. 

MR . COI T : Well, if you 're look i ng f o r a 

20 body , I guess I c an s e rve as the body . 

21 MS . CREMER : Otherwise , I c an move t o admi t 

22 the t wo exhibits, Number l, 1 0-10-97, the request for 

23 ETC , and 11 - 7-97, the a mended -- o h, l'm so rry, that's 

2q OS West . Le t me try tha t aga i n. 10 - 16 o f '97 i s the 

25 request and 11 · 13-97 i s t he amended request, and I 
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1 woul d ask that they be admitted in. 

2 MS. WlEST : Any o bjection? If not, they've 

3 bee n adm1tted . Ar• there any questions concerning thi3 

4 docket ? I would not e that their appl ication does 

5 request a waiver ! o r one period f o r c oll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG : There 1sn't a question on the 

7 single party line, though, 1s the r e ? 

8 

9 

MS . W!EST : :-lo. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 : or Lol l control in TC97· 167 f o r one year . 

l l CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

1 3 MS . WIEST : At this time did you want to go 

. 4 to US West, o r 1s Harlan going to speak to these 

lS d oc ke to7 

. . . ~ 

. ., . . 
: a 

:o 

23 

MS. CREMER . We' ll (1n 1sh up t hese firs~ . 

~ S Wl£S~ Okay . 

, STAff •S EXHrBIT NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

BARLAN B&ST. 

c a ll ed as a ~ 1cness. being first du l1 s worn, 

wa s e xamined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

&Y MR . HOS ECK: 

o. Would y o u state your nace !or the record, 
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l please. 

2 A . Harlan Best. 

3 o. And what is your job? 

4 A . Io~ deputy director of f i xed utilities for 

S the Public Utilities Commission, South Dakota. 

6 o. And have you been present in the hearing room 

7 this afternoon for the hearing on these applica tions? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1', 

l. s 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

A . Yes. 

Q. And have you had the opportunit y to review 

the caption in the notice of this hear i ng which listt 

the cases wh ich are be f ore the Commission on th is date? 

A. 

Q. 

Yes. 

And are you familiar with the npplicatlons i n 

each o f these cases? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As a part of your job, have you r eviewed 

those appl ications? 

A, Yes, I have . 

o. You have bef o re y o u an exh i bit numbered 

Sta ff's No. 1; is tha t correct? 

A. Yes . 

o. And 1s that an e xh ibit that you prepared 1n 

the course of you r d uties? 

A . 

Q 

Yes. it is. 

Just briefly explain to the Commission, 



S6 

1 please, what that ex h~bl t entails. 

2 A. What l have done on this exhibit is a c r oss 

l the top is l isted each of the companies requesting 

~ eligible te le communicat i ons c arr1er statue, the 

S assoc i at ed docket number, and the staff counsel chat is 

6 ass1gned t o the respective d ockets . Down the side, the 

7 le!t · hdnd side. 1s the requirements that are set f orth 

8 ! or £TC status. Po pulated w1th~n the co lumns is the 

9 respo nses tha t the r es pec tive comp1niea gave witb1 n 

10 their e xh ibits 1 and Ex hibit 2 that have been adm i tted 

ll into the record . 

12 And ar e t he re any changes or cor r ections to 

13 this 0 x h1b1t t hat you wou ld li ke to ma ke a t chis cime ? 

1 ~ A. One that tam a ware o f is unde r Vi vian 

!S 7 ~lbphone. ~ocke t 7 C97-068, u nder the Lifel ine and Link 

lo ~pit shows that it wil l be avai l a ble 1·1·97 , le 

:, sho~!d be l·l 9 8 : · m not aware of any o ther 

~r ~ ~CCtlO~S. 

MR . HOS ECK : O<ay . 

Z ! w L!d ~ove S ta!! ·s £xh1b1L Ho. 

At this po1 nt 1n time t 

l in to e v idenc e . This 

. s 1ntendeo a s testimo ny f o r a ll o ! the dockets en ma ss 

22 w~th the except1 on o f o s West . 

23 COMMlSS ! ONER SCHO£ NF£LO£R : u S We sc 1s o n 

2 4 n~re tnough . 

2S MR . H0S £CK: That woul d be handled later . 
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1 MS. WIEST: Is t here any objec t ion? 

2 MR. COIT: My comment would be that I just 

3 received this so I haven't had an opportunity to go 

q through to make su r e this is a ll a ccu ra te. I guess I 

S c a n t ak e Mr. Best's word that it is accura te and I'll 

6 have to d o that. l guess. Other than t ha c , I don't 

7 have any comment . 

8 MS. WIEST: Do y ou wan t an opportunity to 

9 look 1t over? 

1 0 

ll 

12 

MR. CO IT: Well, it might ta ke me a while, so 

I d o n't have any object.io n. 

MS. WI EST: Okay. Then Staff Exhibit No. 1 

13 will be admitted into al l of the dockets that we ha v e 

1 q g one through so far. 

15 MR. HOSECK: Okay. Tha ni< you. 

16 o. Based on the review of these d ockets that you 

1 7 have done and relying t o ~ hatever extent you may on 

16 Staff's Exhibit No. l, did the appli cant companies ~~et 

19 the r ~qu _rements o f beco ming an eligible 

2 0 tel e ommunications carrier? 

21 

22 

23 

H 

25 

A. Yes, they have, with the noted l ate-filed 

aff1oavits that will be done in a numbe r of the 

d ockets. 

o. And with regard to advert ising servtces 

exchange- wide, do you have a recommendati on to the 
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l Commiss1 ofi f o r a p r o v ision to b e included in an orde r 

2 whi ch woul d come ou t o f these proceedings? 

l A . Yeo. Sta ff·s re commendati o n for advertisi ng 

4 would be that the ETC c arr ier be required t o adve r tise 

5 at least once eac h year; and 1f they ha v e any rate 

6 change, that that rate change be advert1sed when it 

7 does change. 

8 o. And in conclusion. do you have an o p inion a s 

9 to wh e ther or not the applicants conta ined on E xhibit 

10 1, with the exception o f US West which h a s not h ad i ts 

11 case he ard yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 app l i c an ts meet the qual1!lcations as an eligi b le 

ll telecommun1cat1ons carrier? 

1q A. With sta!f's rev1ew that has been unde r take n, 

: 5 yes . they d o meet the requirements for ETC status. 

16 MR HOSECY: : have no further questions o f 

17 thts w1tneso . 

• r 'lS W, ES7: Are the r e any que~tions of this 

1 9 w1tness? Mr . Coit? 

~u caoss EXAM tNATI ON 
2. BY MR . CO l7 : 

2~ I assu~e when you tal ked about adve rt1s1ng 

23 rJ•e changes tnat you·re referencing the rates Just f or 

2q the essential serv.ces that are supported by uni versa l 

25 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR . COIT: No fu r ther questi o ns. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Rogers? 

MS. ROGERS: No, no quest.ions. 

MS. WIEST : Mr. Heaston? 

MR . HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The only question I'd have is 

a there any-· is advertising identified in any way? rs 

9 there any criteria f~r whac advert ising meane 1n ~he 

10 con t.ex t o f this? Is the mer.hods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11 ~ 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm sor ry, what was the 

13 question? 

14 CHAIRMAN BURO: The question I had fo r Harlan 

15 or anybody el se 1a, is there a meaning, is there a 

16 descr1pt1on, definition f or advertising, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS WIEST : Under the statute itself 

19 214 (el 11) ( Bl they must c1dvercise the ava ilability o f 

20 such services and 1! you're refer ring to the services 

21 r.hat are supported by federal uni versal serv ice and the 

22 charges therefore using media o f general distr i b utio n . 

23 

24 me. 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURO: Okay . I th i nk that aati•fies 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Does that mean for 
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1 Lifeline and Link Up, they have t o advertise this 

2 once? 

3 MS . WI EST: Tha t woul d be u nde r sta ff • s 

~ 

5 

6 

re commenda tion. t believe. 

A. Yes , o nce each year. 

CO MM :SSIONER NELSON: Wel 1, frankly. I don• t 

7 th1nk i t's adequate. 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Are you doing 

9 that.? Are y o u -- to follo w up -- excuse me, to follow 

10 up on Commissio ner Nelson's question, are you 

11 recommending that they adver tise once each year after ? 

12 I believe our orde r s aid t.hat y ou ha v e to s e nd an 

13 applicat ion co everyo~ e o nce initially and then to 

1 ~ every new cus t omer . You're requesting t his 

lS advert.1sement o f Lifeline, Lin k Up in addit ion to. 

16 would tha t be accu rate o r not? 

17 

l 8 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

A . Right . The Li feline, Link Up under TC97-150, 

which wa s issued yesterday, stat.es that it shall be -­

a !orm sha ll be, o r a letter shall be sent. to present 

customers. and then this wou ld be an adver tisement o f 

it. They'd h a ve co d o advert i sement o f t h is for at 

least once each y ear . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Okay . Thank you. 

COMMI SS I ONER NE LSON: So is the answer to 

2S Las ka·s questi o ns it 's 1n a ddition to? 
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l A. Yes . They would do it originally, ~nd once a 

2 year after . 

J MS. WIEST: How woul d they adverti se? 

4 Where? 

s 

6 

7 

A . 

A. 

Wher e would they advertise ? 

MS. WIEST : Yes. 

Whate ver general distribution it meets 

8 according, I assume, it means newspapers and thO$e 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST : .so i t could be any type o f 

11 genera l distribution media once a yea r? 

:2 A. Whatever is avai l abl e withi n the i r given 

13 e xc hanges that they se rve. 

1 4 MS . WIEST: And it woul d only be for those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 servi c e? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

2! 

A . Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

rat e f o r one o f those s e r'l ices . then that would have t o 

be re adver tised at that time? 

A. Yes. 

22 MS . WlEST: Are there any other quest ions o f 

23 this witness? If not, thank you. Actually, I do. 

24 Could y ou re t ake the scand, Harlan? I guess we have a 

25 q uestion fo r you. cou ld you look at your e x h i bit for 
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1 Ventu r e Communications, TC97- 0 95? 

2 

) 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Does the answer to number four, 

~ single party service , we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they do not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 IL Yes. 

8 MS. WIEST: So would that be incor rect the r e, 

9 your question there? 

10 

1 l 

A . lt would be a cl ar ification there to it, yes. 

MS . WIEST: Okay. Thank you. Do you have 

12 anything furthe r , Mr. Hosec k ? 

13 MR . HOS ECK: Staff has nothing further. 

l ~ Thank you. 

15 MS . W!C:ST : Do you want to take a short b reak 

15 unt1l we go co US West? 

17 MR . COIT: When does the Commission -- are 

18 you going to wail until the end to ru le on a ll of these 

I9 w:th respect to the actual ETC designation? 

.. . -· b:-eak . 

KS . W~ EST: ~hat's why we're t ak ing a short 

(AT 7H: S T:ME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN.) 

23 MS. WI EST: Let's get st a rted again. And we 

24 will go to TC97-163. 

25 MR . HEASTON: And I would move adm ission o f 



63 

l Exhibit l, wh ich i s the request, and Exhibit 2. which 

2 is t be amended r equest, and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 service territory map . That's Exhi bi t l, 2 and 3 

~ respecti vel) in the docket. 

s MS. WI EST: Any ob j e ction to Exhibit s l. 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the s e rvice territory 

7 map? Are there any objections t o Exh ibit s l , 2 and 3? 

8 If not , t hey' v e bee n admitted. You may proceed, 

9 Mr. Heaston. 

10 MR . HEASTON: We woul d al s o joi n in the 

1 1 moc1on o n the toll control. The r e aso n we did not seek 

12 a wai ver in the initial application is be c a use as l 

13 rea d Parag raph 388 of t he Order in t he DA 97-157 

1~ indicated that toll blocking wo u ld be s ufficient in t he 

15 meantime and it was dependent upon when yo u upgraded 

16 s witches. And s o we do n o t feel we need a wa i ver o f 

17 toll cont r ol, but the common wisd om seems to be t here 

18 needs to be a waive r. so we will f ollow the herd here 

19 and request the toll cont r ol waiver also. 

20 And we are a lso o ne o f t he p ar ties to the 

21 request o f the FCC to reco nsider t he to ll limit a tion, 

22 that this includes both toll blocking and toll 

23 con trol. And l guess we would also point out chat wit h 

2, the impleme ntation o f number portabil it y that is going 

25 to i mpa:t t oll con trol somewha t s ign i ficant l y . And so 



1 whi l e we agree wi th Bob Barf i eld i n hie o bserva tion 

2 tha t since we don't kn o w when i t's going to happen, 

3 that's why we woul dn't wan t a time limit on it, but we 

4 are willing t o acc ept the o ne year wit h the 

5 under stand ing that if the re is n o t the ab ility to 

6 implement it or if the ability is too expensive to 

7 implement, tha t we would be able t o come back t o th i s 

8 Commission and seek fu rther wa i ver o f that, o f 

9 implementing toll control wi th part of the essential 

10 telecommunications c arrier obliga tion . 

11 MS. WIEST: Okay . Wo uld the Commissioners 

12 CHA I RMAN BURG: Did we admit the e xh ibits? 

13 MS. WI EST: Yes . 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move that we wa ive toll 

15 cont r ol f or TC97-l63 f o r o ne year. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: We ll, I' m going t o 

17 second i t, but I heard an expansion of wha t we've been 

18 waivtng 1~ the pas t from giving them o ne yea r wi~h t he 

:9 idea we're going to renew it. And the r eason I wa s 

2 0 w:ll1ng to grant it 1 s bec ause techno logy is not out 

21 there . No w, the Act requires tha t it be there and it 

22 d1dn't s a y anything aoout how much i t cost. Sol 

23 didn't hear anyth ing abou t o ne of the reasons we were 

2 ~ waiving it in the past wa s because that it might be 

25 cost prohibitive as much as because technology wasn't 
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1 

2 

c he re. t c a n underst~nd why technolog y wa sn ' t there, 

but I didn't ·· t wasn' t i n Congress when they voted 

3 t ha t was pare o f the Act. 

4 MR . HEASTON: It's not part. o f the Act. I 

s gu ess that's the first. thing. It's a n FCC ·· 

6 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: It's a r ule. 

7 

8 

MR. HEASTON: It's an FCC d ict ate 

COMMIS S I ONER NELSON : But i t ha s the s a me 

9 weight as t h e rules and statute unless it ' s changed 1n 

10 court; right? 

ll MR. HEASTON: Th a t's true Bue unles s the 

12 FCC changes, as we•ve urged t hem t o d o . 

13 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Right . So I'm 

14 secondi n g y o ur mo ti o n wi t h the understand 1ng i t's 

1S e xaccl y as we had stated it origina lly ; 1s that 

16 correct? 

1 7 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

CHAI RMA N BOiRG: I mean che mo t ion wa s for on• 

year . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe the 

mo ti o n was for o ne year, a wa i ver f or one year, and I 

didn't kno w that the mo t ion had any thing more than 

22 chat . than Just a wa i ver from t ol l conc r ol f o r one 

23 yea r . 

2 .; 

2S 

CHAIRMAN BURG: le d oesn't . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concur. 
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l COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: Al l I'm s a y ing. thoug h. 

2 is I ~oted f o r 1t and the r e wil l be a reco r d tha t I 

3 voted f o r it; and the reason I vo ted f o r it was the 

technolog y wasn't ava1lable. And chat's a lot 

S di!ferent 1n my mind than 1c•s cost proh1bic1ve. 

6 

7 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l think 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: No t that that wouldn't 

8 be 3n 1ss~e in my mind that you could debate. ! don't 

9 wan t a record tha t I'm supporLing something for a 

:o different reason than I did. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a comment t hat I'd ma ke 

::. 2 o n 1 t , guess. lt there isn't a technology, I really 

l ) hate co see all SO o r 7S f1l1ngs JUS t for an 

14 

: s 

l! there 1s eome way we ~ould certify there 

1s no technology and extend it as we come up towards 

that yea r , I'd welcome that solution rathe r than go 

: 7 :hr~ ugh this wit h this many o ! them. I, pe r sonally. in 

} Q ~Y wn mind. c an not see a solution when we're going to 

:9 have multiple companies 1n number po r tability. Jt 

~ v b ogg.es ~y - 1nd t o se e h o w thac·s even gcing c o happe n 

2! thaL you could end up wi th any kind of toll 

So :·~ guessi ng when we come up to the 

: 1 yPar we 're sc.!t n ~ t g o ing to have a sol u t i on, and I ' 

z; n ~: looking t o ward to requ1r1n9 a ll of you·· I mean 

2 5 thaL's the na~e of a bureaucrat t o fi l e that many 



1 pi eces of paper. So if we c a n f i nd a way to 

2 consolidate it at that time, l woul d welcome a ny 

3 suggestions. That ' s all I h a ve. 
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4 MR . HEASTON: I have Mr . Lehner a v ailable 

S here. and w~ d o have a couple quest ions to ask him. 

6 JON LBKNBR , 

7 called as a witness, being f i rs t du ly &worn. 

8 was e xam i ned a nd testified as f ollows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
10 BY MR . HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr . Lehner, i n o ur applic a tion we de s cribed 

12 the i ssue of e liminat i ng multi - p a rty s erv ices and going 

13 to s i ng le party service throughout US West service 

1 4 areas. Can you upda t e the Commission on the status o f 

1S tha t consistent wit h what we've a lready pu t in t he 

16 app lica tion? 

17 A. Yes. As o f October 31 of this year the 

18 numbe r of multi-pa rty or t wo- and four-party customers 

19 in u S west's territory is 612. 612. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG : What was the date on that, 

21 Jon? 

22 A. As o f 10·31-97. 

23 o . And what can you tell the Commiss ion about 

24 our continuing effort to eliminate the multi-party 

25 service? 
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l A . The plan r ight n o w 1s to e liminate al l o f 

2 those 612 exc ept for 52 o f them . And the time frame 

3 !or that will be by the end o f the second quarter . 

4 which I suppo se we coul d put f or a date o f 6·30 of 

5 '98. So all but 5 2 of those wi ll be comple ted by 6·30 

6 o ( '9£. 

7 o. And wh a t about the remain i n g 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremel y h19b cost 

9 u pg r ades. And until other technology o r o ther means 

1 0 become ava1lab le. there are no plan s right now. We 

ll have no plans t o move ahead with tho se 52 . 

1 2 o. With Lhat we st ill beli e ve that it i s 

13 appropriate for us to·- we sti ll believe the waiv er is 

: 4 appro priate in this c ase ; is that cor rect? 

I 5 

: 6 

17 hove. 

: 8 

A . That 1s co r rect . 

MR . n EAS7 0 1' That's a ll the q uestions I 

MS ft: ES7 · Ms . Cremer? 

!9 CROSS -EXAMINATION 

20 BY MS. CREMER : 

Mr ~e h ner , where are those 52 loca ted? Are 

22 they s pread throughout, o r are they in a speci fi c ~rea, 

d o you kno w? 

A . I coul d read the m o ff ! o r y ou . There's about 

25 a d o ten ex changes . Or I could give y ou a late - filed 
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:. e xhibit.. Let. me jus t. read them off. Arlington 1s 

2 four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smet, four; Huro n, three ; 

3 Lake Preston, one. 

.; COMMfSSIONER NELSON: Oo you want to start 

5 o ver? 

6 A. Ar lington , four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smet. 

7 four: Huron . three; Lake Preston, one; Madison. two; 

8 l'hlbank. four; Pierre. t wo; Redfield, : wo; Sisseton, 

9 oix; Spearf .. oh, t.wo; Volga, five; I :iterto wn. ten; 

10 Yankt on , on e . 

11 

12 

13 

l.; 

15 

l 6 

l7 

Q. ls the re a part icula r reason? ls it like 

Anaconda line or something? 

A. It 's a combination of mnny factors, but you 

mean as f ar as the 52 are concerned? 

Q. Yes. 

A. It's a combination o f many factors. we· r ~ 

talk ~ng about feeder distribution, we're talking abo ut 

18 .n some cases a PAIR GAIN s ystems like Ana conda that 

l9 wou ld need co be replaced. 

20 MS. CREMER: Okay. That's al l the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

t have . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Rave you investigated any 

other technical solutions other than to a 3ingle party 

othe r than line e x tension? 

A. You mean in orde r to provide a single party 
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l service to these custome r s ? 

2 CHAl RMAN 90RC : Yes . 

3 A. Yea . 1 think the a nswer 1s we are constantly 

4 l ooking f o r a cheaper way t o do this because 1n some 

S c ases. Commias1oner, we're talking about over Sl 00,000 

6 t o u pg r ade a single customer, and 1t J ust d oesn't ma ke 

7 sense t o d o that . And the answer would seem t o lie 

a pro bably in s o me f o rm o ! wireless. but so !ar the 

9 wire l ess techno l ogies, whether then satellite or Ei xed 

1 0 w1 re l ess, are s t 1~l pr~tty e x pe nsive . l see that as 

11 the ultimate s oluti o n, tho ugh, co s o me of these . 

12 CHA:RXAS BURG : I'm going to move co gra nt 

13 

14 

1 S 

l~ 

1 7 

1 8 

the waiver . 

MS . WIEST: Just a second. Do the 

Commissi o ners have any o ther questions ? As o pposed to 

t he o ther o nes, :·m g o ing t o have co ask yo u s o me 

qu e s tt o n o t o ver i !y th i ngs that were in the application 

b e c a use t ha t w s &19ne d b y Mr . Heaston . lt wasn't 

l9 s ig ned by a Wltness w1t h an af[idavic, as all the 

20 others were . So bear with me !or a second 

2 1 

2 2 

A I've never t r u sted his sign a ture either. 

MS . W!ES7 : Fi rst one, does US West provi de 

2 3 voice grade access t o tne public s witched net work co 

2~ all In its servi c e area ? 

2 5 A. Yes . 
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l 

2 

3 

A. 

MS. WIEST, And does it provide local uaag~? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you pro vide dual tcne 

4 multi-frequency signa lling o r its functiona l 

5 equivalent? 

6 A. Yea. 

7 MS. WI EST : Do you provide access to your 

8 emergency services? 

9 A. Yes . 

10 MS. WIEST : Do you pro vide acces s t o o pera to r 

1 1 services? 

12 A. Yes . 

13 MS . WIEST : Do you provide acce ss to 

l ~ 

1 5 

16 

interex change serv ice? 

A. Yes 

MS . WI EST : And do you provide access to 

1 7 direc t o ry ass1stanc e ? 

1 8 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS . WI EST , And you•ve a lready t alAed about 

2 0 t o l l c ontrol a nd the wa1ver . Do yo u prov1de o r are you 

21 able co prov1de toll blocking? 

22 A. Yes . 

2 3 MS . WIEST : Then getting back to yo c r r qu est 

24 f o r the waiver o n single party service, I know 1n your 

2S application yo u talked about the ones that you have no 
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1 plans, you know, of p r oviding serv ice due to the cost 

2 and everything. My p r oblem, I guess, is that I don't 

3 see that there is any de min lmu s e xception within the 

FCC rules with r espect to single party service. Have 

5 you been granted any o f this type of de minimus 

6 e xcepti o n t o that r equire~ent , do you kno w, i n any of 

7 the o ther states? 

8 

9 

A. I am n o t a ware. 

MS. WI EST , And what I'm getting at is that 

1 0 it appears, a cco rding to the FCC ru les and 1 • m 

11 looking at ~ 7 5 ~ . lOl ( c ) , that in order to grant any 

1 2 add 1t1ona l cime to complete net work upgrades for single 

:3 pa r ty o r enhanced 911 or toll limitation, that che 

1 4 Commissio n does 1n fa ct have to set a time period fo r 

: s you to complete tho se netwo rk upgrades. Is yo ur 

:E con t enti o n thaL we do no~? 

l 7 . " . I woul d not ma ke that contention. I· m going 

:s co le e my attorney arg ue with you about that . 

MS. WIEST : We ll, then, t do have a couple 

20 ocner questions. My oche r question 1s o n service 

area . And it 1s a lso a requirement o! the state 

22 Co~m1ss1on to des ignate service areas as o pposed co 

23 study areas ! o r no nrural telecommunications compa nies . 

2 4 Ftrst o f al l, y ou woul d agree that you are a nonru ral 

25 telecommunications company ? 
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A. Yea . l 

2 MS. WIEST : And in the FCC'a p u blic noc ice 

3 96- 4 S issued 9-29 - 97, it does state that we must send 

4 to USAC the names o f the ETC's and t he des igna ted 

s service areas f o r nonrural carrie r s n o later than 

6 December 31st. 1997 . And l kno w you made s ome 

7 reference to these things 1n your appl1cat1on, but I 

8 don't think you rea lly tol d us what you want your 

9 serv1 cA area to be. Bec ause the FCC has t old us tha t 

10 we better not ad opt your study a ~ea as you r service 

11 area for large : LEC 's . Do you have service areas f or 

12 your company t ha t y ou wan t the Commissi o n to adopt at 

13 this time? 

A . Well, r suppose that -- .ind , Bill, jump in 

lS here, l guess. to help me with this. But r suppose 

l6 that ou r service area ought to be our exchanges in the 

17 stare o f South Dakota . No w, the study area !.s a 

18 d1fterent issue and that has not been determined )et . 

19 But l would thin k tha t our service area would be our 

20 exchanges that we se rve in the state of South Dakota 

21 MR. HEASTON: If I may from a legal 

22 s t andpo i nt, there 1& no definition yet; and cert a inly 

23 our oerv1ce area would be t hose area s within wh ich we 

24 are authorized to provide the supported serv ices . 

2S MS. WIEST : Right. And that's my question. 
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l MR . HEASTON : From a general perspective, I 

2 guess, if c hat's what y ou're looking f o r is • .,hat you 

3 wou ld des ignate t o the FCC wo uld not be anything 

4 o utside the area where we're authorized o r certifi ed t o 

S pro vide servi c e . When 1c c omes c o where the are a s are 

6 g oi ng c o be t hat wou ld be where the s ervices would be 

7 suppo rted by a u niversal service f u nd, whether it's 

e h i gh cost o r low income o r lib r aries or whatever it 

9 happens t o be , yo u kno w , thac • s an area that's 

10 c urr e nt l y under deba te depending upo n which proxy cost 

11 mode l 1s g o ing t o be a ccepted. And so tha t's why we 

12 are some wh a t vag u e o n that term be c ause wh a t this 

13 Commi s s i o n has not d o ne and no r h a s the FCC c ome o ut 

1 4 wit h any !1nal decis10 0 as t o what model i t 1s going to 

: s accept . So r thi n k i f we're required c o ta ke a l o ok at 

16 a •serv ice ar e a . · l wo uld do it fr om the standpoint of 

!7 wha t Jon -- t o comply wi t h the la w. If thai;•s what 

18 we' t e look ing f o r, to comp l y with the FCC requirement. 

- ... ... . I thi nk tha c ·s what we wo uld loo k at is an a rea, 

2 0 :ho ugh. no l arge r th an an e xc hange area, wh ich we would 

2 ! equ a : e t o a w1re ce n t e r o r an e x change area. And we 

22 have howev e r many are o n that . 

23 

25 

MS . WIEST: 

st i ll have ? 

MR. HEASTON: 

He ho w many exchanges do you 

It's on the lis t we s u bmicted . 
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1 A. l can't answer that e xactl y . 1 t' s 

2 appro~imately 35. 

3 

4 

MS . WI EST: lt would be att~ched? 

MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to our 

s application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2 S 

amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

service are.a you wou]d li k e the Comm1ss1on to 

designate for US West a t this time? 

A . l guess I'm not su r e whether ~e would want to 

designate each e xchange. 

MS. WIEST : My problem is we are supposed to 

tell the FCC by De cember 31st wha t you r des ignated 

service area is . 

A . Then I suppose we ought co do it e xchange by 

exchange. 

MS . WIEST: If you wa nt more ~ ime t o think 

abou t ic 

MR . HEASTON: Yes, I think l would. I mean 

th is is not someth1n9 that's come up in the other cwo 

states that r•ve done this in, and I had the same basic 

application. I will have to -- 1 will do a late-filed 

e xh1b1t on tha t 1f I could wi th an affidavit from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relyina o n &gain, 
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Rolayne? 

MS. W1 £S; : Actually ~hat as far as the FCC's 

1 

2 

3 publl c notlce, tha t was docke t 96- 4 5 DA 97 - 1892 issued 

9 · 29 - 97 . 

5 

6 

MR . HE:AS':'ON: 

MS. WIE:ST: 

1892 . 

And I'm also relying on 

7 paragraphs 185, 192, 193 o f the FCC' s universal se rv ice 

8 o rder . 

~ MR . HEASTON: 197, 175 . 

1 0 MS . WIEST : 157 o r 

MS . CREMER : 185, 192. 

l 2 MS . WlE ST : Th e docket number for the FCC 

1 3 uni versal service . 

1 4 MR. HEASTON: Not the docket number but the 

15 o rder number, the o rder number. 

MS. Wl EST : 

17 and paragraph 

18 

: 9 97- 157 ? 

20 

MR . HEASTON : 

MS. WIEST: 

Okay . I was look1ng at 185, 192 

l got tho se . Was i t ? CC 

1 57 , r ight. And the other th1ng 

21 you might want t o address in parag raph 185, for 

22 example, 1 t do es s ay 1! a state PUC adopts i ts existing 

23 servicP. a rea s f o r l arge !LEC's , their study area, this 

wou ld erect s1gn1f1cant bar r i ers t o entry. We are also 

25 en cou raged co cons1de r designat1n9 service areas that 
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1 require an IL£C to serve areas other than they have no t 

2 traditionally served. 

3 MR . HEASTON : Yes . And, see, th1s ·· what 

4 the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

5 conridered and have le ft to the FCC to determ i ne how 

6 that's going to be mo deled from a proxy s t a ndpo int. 

7 And, y en , we are advocating smaller geograph ic elements 

a than the wi re c enter for universa l high cos t suppo rt 

9 but I do not h a ve a South Dakota specific look because 

10 this Commisaion decided not to do their own earl i er 

ll t h is -- a coupl e mon~ hs ago, as opposed o Wyoming and 

12 North Da kota where r do have that beca J se those t wo are 

13 looking at doing their o wn, or suggesting their o wn 

1 4 cost study. Sol do have the small grids, as ~ e call 

1 5 i t, and! coul d iden~ify that for you . t c annot 

16 iden tify anythi ng smaller than right now than a wire 

11 c enter. 

18 

! !, 

MS . WIEST: 

MR . COlT : 

01-.ay . 

Excuse me. may I comment br i ef l y 

20 o n this? And I understand that l'm n o t a party but! 

21 do believe i t was my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue of disaggregated service area s for us West o r 

23 any other company may come up . But 1 would l 1k,e t o say 

24 we c ertainly have an interest in the i ssue . And t 

25 thin k that the FCC rules indica~e tha t -- the orde r s 
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1 and the rules indicate that before changing an e x isting 

2 servire area. that the Commission at the state level 

l needs to find chat 1c•s consistent with universal 

serv1 c e requirements. So I thi nk it•s a really 

5 involved · • involves a lot more than the review of 

6 ac~ua • . y looking at ETC service obligations. You're 

7 talking a bout making changes in a US West service area 

8 that coul d 01gn1f1cantly change the level o f support it 

9 might receive under a federal universal service fund. 

10 Oec1s1ons on US W~sc service area disaggregation and 

tl so forth could certainly impact rural telephone 

:i companies as we l • . And l guess going 1nto this 

13 proceeding it wa s our unde rsta nding chat there are 

: ; r erta1n establ.shed ,nc u~bent LEC service areas. and we 

: , d1dn· t understand. : guess. :hat we - - that. the issue 

.n tn1s US Wes t d ocr.e i o r any o f the othe r ones wou ld 

t7 b~ w.:h regard t o d1saggregat1ng service areas. 

: B MS. w I ES7 :·m not t a lking about 

:; d . sagg regat1 ng service areas And I think you have to 

:o r•cogn 1ze lhe d1st1nct1 on that wa s made between 

... 
' .. 
: . 

... _, 

:r we want to ! ook at doing anything to rural 

s pec 1!ically pet1t1 o n the FCC That's a ll I'm talking 

i s abo -t. a~d t~at ·a :he reaso n why: o nly broughc up this 



1 issue wi t h respect to US West . And it 's just my 

2 understanding the Commission does have to d o the 

3 service area i n o rder f or o S West to get you r 

4 uni versal service money. 
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5 MR . HEASTON: If I cou ld have until whate ve r 

6 date was sug esc e d earl i er on gett i ng the addit iona l 

7 affidavits i n, I'l l have a recommenda t ion f or you from 

8 Us West on tha t. 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay . Are there any o ther 

1 0 ques tions o f this wl tnes 6 ? One more questi on . 

11 Mr. Lehner . Do you have any o bservation t o what 

12 Mr . Best s uggested as advertising r equirements for y our 

13 company ? 

1 4 A. I'm not sure that I unde rs tood exactl y what 

15 he was requ i r i ng . !f the requirement i s to advertise 

t6 1t o n c e a yea r in the newspaper, I don't think we have 

17 a problem with that. 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS. W! EST : And getting back t o single party 

se rv ice is high cost. the onl y barrie r is to pro vide 

single pa r t y serv ice to those 5 2 customers ? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WI EST: Is it also O S West's p osition 

chat the settlement agreement that you 've stated is 

suspended concern ing single part y serv i ce no longer 

appli es whe re 1 believe y ou stated you would have 
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1 single party se rv tce to al l customers by the year 2000? 

2 A. Had the 121 investment prog ram continued. I 

3 would have been out here t a l k ing to the staff and to 

4 you about these anyway. because as we honed down to 

S some co the last fe w on some o f these exchanges, i t 

6 be came obvious that this was this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind of money with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn•c ma k e any sens e . 

9 MS. Wii:ST: Tha t's all I h~ve. Mr, Heaston. 

10 you might also wa nt to address the question of whe ther 

11 the Commiss1on has the authority t o provide any de 

12 minimus exc ept ion t o the single party withou t putting 

13 the time line on it . 

14 MR. HEASTON: I don't kno w that de mini mus is 

15 the issue. but I do think that you could put a time 

: 6 line on it and make it renewable tha t we wou ld have to 

17 come 1n. I think what the rule would allow you t o do 

1 8 1s require us t o come in o n a regul a rl y -scheduled 

.19 bas:s. maybe a nnuallr. maybe sem1 - annually. co update 

20 the Commissi o n o f wh ere we are technologyw ise in taking 

21 care o f these last 52. 7ha t would be my position on 

22 th1s is t hat that puts a time limit o~ and it makes it 

23 driven by the technolog y a nd the a fford ab ility o f it. 

? · -~ 
25 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Any othe r q uestions? 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 
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1 of Mr . Lehner . And the reason I have a question is 

2 because in your amended application you might have 

3 addressed it. however, I don't have a copy of tha t and 

4 l apologize. But you addressed in here and you have an 

5 exhibit on your original application that regards 

6 Lifeline, Link Up. And basi c ally what it is it's your 

7 tariff, or a page that looks like a tari ff page t o me. 

8 Now, US West really in~ends t o comply with the 

9 Commission o r der in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 A . Absolutely. 

11 COMM ISSIONER SCHOEN FELDER: I need to k now 

12 that. 

13 A . 

L4 

15 

l~ 

And that page doesn't apply any more. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST: Any other quest ions? Thank you . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON : I guess 1 have a 

:7 ques tion . You know, you-· when you were talking aboJt 

18 why ; ~u shouldn't have to p r ovide this single party 

19 systems for these areas that you listed like Spearfish 

2 0 and ?terre and all the li st that you went through --

21 A. Yes. 

22 COMM ISSIONER NELSON : Why would it ·- lt just 

21 seems weird to me that it would be that e xpensive to 

24 provide those services in some areas. Like Pierre and 

25 Huron, those are pretty ·- l mean c an you explain chat 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2G 

21 
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co me a little b1t be~ause I f ind that a little odd . 

A . The high cost we 're tal k ing about in many 

cases, not only repl acing. we' r e tal k ing a bout 

customers that were engine ered probably back in the 

si xciea and seventies to mul t 1-party se r vice with no 

intention o f having single party service. So we're 

tal k ing in many cases miles and miles of dist r i bution 

c able, some cases s1x pair, l l p a ir, maybe e v en grea t er 

p a ir. So we're talk 1n9 a bout now having to re place 

that cahle w1ch pro bably 50 pai r or a hund r ed pair 

cable. And we're also tal k ing about ma ny case s ~he re 

at the end o f that cable we have to extend wha t some 

people will call a d r op, what I c a ll a pa1 r of wire s , 

sometimes se veral miles. And in o r d er to pro v ide 

single party servi ce - well. I ca ke cha: back in that 

c a se. The d1op piece o ! that will be okay. I was 

thinking o! if they have mor e tha n one line . But we're 

tal k ing about d istrtbut:on cable , we're Lal k ing about 

! eeder, and we're talk:ng 1n some cases about PA!R GAI N 

systems that are Jus t plain full. I'm t a lking a bout 

systems that you've heard li k e Anaconda that a re goi ng 

22 : o need c o be r eplaced. It's e xpensive. 

23 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I g u ess in my mind i t 

2 , seems to me that cost p r ohibitive -- l didn't e xactl y 

25 envision exactly what you were just e x plaining t o me 
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because I was thinking maybe these line s had to be run 

out miles and miles and miles and there's nobody out 

there or sor ~ thing. But i f this is in a fairly 

p o pu l ated area. and it doesn't seem to me that these 

people sho uld have to live with j ust t wo party 

te l epho 11e system when most o f the wo r ld d oesn't, as we 

know it in Sout h Dakota . doesn ' t have to do tha t 

because the lines are all f illed up. I mean r •m 

loo k i ng for some r~ason why that ' s ~cceptable, 

especially when some of those little companies are 

saying that they got maybe three or four peopl e left 

that they d o n't have tha t se rv ice for a n d they've made 

e very effort to say. we ll, we want a wa i ver but we wil l 

d o it by the end of the year or whatever. 

A. I think that mos t o f the compa n ies you' ve 

been listening t o up unt i l no w ·· and I o bvi ousl y c an't 

s peak for the m, bu t I thin k you're talking about 

eng i neering that was d o ne probably lS, 20 y e ars ago i n 

most of these compan ies · c ases where they at the time 

spent the money to do that. We d id not do that. We 

pr~vided distribution sys tems that were literally 

designed no t to pro v i de single par ty service . There 

a r e different fund ing mechanisms and different 

requir~ments that we •ve had. They've had the ability 

to spend that k ind o f money and recove r it. Now, t c an 
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l spend $1 00,000 or $15 0 ,000 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to do these, but somewhere that has to be recovered and 

3 it i sn't going to be recovered fro m a cust o mer . That 

~ customer isn't going t o pay for that. 

5 CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: It seems to me this 

6 f lie s in the face o f wh a t the governor's bill said last 

7 year. I mean here we ' re talking making available high 

8 te c hnology t o everybody i n South Dakota. Basically 

9 that's what the bill says. And we're ta l k i ng here some 

10 peopl e that aren't even go ing co have single party 

11 telecommunicatiQn in this state. 

12 A . 

13 cost i s. 

Commi ssioner, all I can cell you is what t h e 

And I think that's -- l chink chat's, unless 

chere•s a recovery mec hanis m, it would make no sense to 

15 spend tha t k ind o f money . And 1 ce rtainly wouldn't 

: b re ccmmend :. t . 

: 7 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I have in the 

:s LEC ~ndust ry when we have these kind o f situat ions once 

lS :n a while there's another pro vider that is closer that 

20 can do ,t . Would that be the case to any o f these? 

~· Wo u:d chat be a reaso nable solution ever? 

22 A. Yes. it woul d . And, Commissioner, if the r e 

~3 1s any company in this room that would like co serve 

2 4 any o ! these 52 , would be happy t o nego tiate. 

25 CHAIRMAN BVRG : I think maybe when we' re down 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

85 

co 52, we ought to get a 11st o f those n a mes a nd see 1f 

we cou ld work it ou t. I share what Counsel h a s said. 

I'm not sure we can make the exception. I k now that 

US wes t's counsel has g i ven us what r cal! a sho r t 

term o~ e. that in othe r wo rds , we could give the waiver 

f o r a limited peri o d of time, bu c 1 don't know that's 

an i ndefinite s ol ution and we probably ought to work·· 

look at working t ogether to meet and find the solution 

to meet the FCC rules l think i f we c an . But so many 

- · maybe, I guess, what I would like to request is the 

actual name and loca tion of those 52 f iled at some 

time. 1 don 't c are whethe r it's part of this docket o r 

13 not . 

1 .. A. l think that ca n be p r o v ided. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? 15 If not, 

16 thank you. 

17 CHAIRMA~ BURG: I suppose we do need some 

18 type o f waiver 1n o rder to grant them an ETC status . 

19 MS. WIEST : Sor ry, fo r which n o w? 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG : For single party. 

21 MS . WIEST: At this time sta f f has a witness 

22 o n this case f irst . 

2 3 

2 4 

25 

MS . CREMER: Staff would call Harlan Best. 

HARLAN 811ST, 

called as a witness. being previously s wo rn, 
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1 was exa~1ned and testified as f ollows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

) BY MS. CREMER: 

4 o. Ha rlan. we re you the a n a l ys t assigned to 

5 TC97-l6l. US West's appllCdtion? 

I,. • Yes. 6 

7 o. And h ave you revie wed that appl icat ion by US 

8 We st? 

9 

10 

A . 

Q. 

Yes. 

And woul d y ou agree with Mr . Le hner when he 

l 1 t estified earlie r that they met all the requi remen ts o f 

12 , 7 CFR 5 4 -101? 

14 

• " . 

' " . 

That they have c et those ? 

Yes. 

Yes, w1th the discussion that we've had o n 

!6 single party 

! 7 Right. Okay . And at your recommenda cion f o r 

:9 advert1s1ng. would that be the same f o r US West as it 

19 wa s ! or lhe others? 

I,. • Yes . 

2: And what wo uld your recommendati o n b e for the 

2: Comm1ss1on 1n de f 1n1ng a service area f o r u S We st? 

;. . It wou.d b e t h e wire c en te r . 

2 4 MS. CREMER: That's all the q uestions I wo u l d 

2 5 have. 
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12 

MS. WlEST: Any ques tiona , Ma. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. WI EST : Commissioners? 
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CHAIRMAN BURG : The questi o n I'd have is 

based o n tha t, should we not ·• I mean is t hi s ·· what 

do l c a ll i t? Is this~ d ocument that is fil ed i n 

these hearings? 

MS. CREMER : Yes . 

CHAI RMAN BURG : l guess I think we ought t o 

correct that e x h i bit t o put no o n ea c h o f thos e that 

we've made a waiver for o n the single p a rty because I 

believe the ans we r is no and we've mAde a wa iver to 

13 satisfy that . 

1 ~ MS. CREMER : Okay. 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since that's f 1led . 

1 6 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not moved 

17 for a waiver in that a rea . have we? 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, f o r sj x months on one 

l~ othe r company. 

20 MS. WIEST : We have t wo sing le party waive rs 

2l so fa r. but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : But 1f we do and f or any we 

23 do , since he's a wit ness o n the stand a nd th i s 1s n1s 

2; document, I th i n k that t his documen t s houl d be 

25 cor rected t o ref l ecL, no , they d o not meet that t o 

I 
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l coincide with the waivers we've gi ve n. 

2 

3 

MS. CREMER: Oka y. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I g u ess l don't k now . Wha t 

4 do we need t o do to =ake sure that correct.on is made ? 

s MS WIEST: ! believe the~e are thre~ 

6 companies that d o not at this time provide single p ar t y 

7 service. so all they would ha v e to do la chang e that 

8 yes to no ! o r those Stateline, Ve ntu r e. and US West: 

9 :-1ght ? 

10 CHA1RMAN BURG : And t h e testimony on the 

11 r eco rd is dequate to accomplish that? 

12 

1 3 

1..; wo ndei-ed 

A 

:9 I quest1ons 

20 

21 

MS. W.iEST: Yes . 

CHAIRMAN SURG: Ok ay . That's all l 

MS. ;.; : EST: So how many wire centers does OS 

,a . 

MS. W:EST: }8 Thank you. Any o ther 

o ! : h:s w:tness ? 

t-!S. CRE~ ER No 

MS . w:ES T . Woul d you like to admit this 

2~ docket f o r the purposes of this d oc ket ? Befo re : on ly 

23 admitted 1t f o r the othe r doc ke ts . 

MS. CREMER: Actually l wa sn't going t o move 

2S it into this one because people testi f ied to it. so I 
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1 didn't really need it in ffline. But I c a n certainly 

2 move it. 

3 

4 

s 

6 wi tness? 

MS. WIEST: It's up to you . 

MS. CREMER: We don't need 1t in thi• d oc ket . 

MS. WIEST: Any other question s of this 

Thank you. Anything else fr om any of the 

7 part1 r s? At this time I believe the Commission will 

8 take these matters u nder advisement. We are waiting 

9 for some late - filed e x h1bits in some dockets, and it 

10 will be possible that perhaps the eommlssion will ma~e 

11 the decisions either at a Commission meeting or at the 

12 December 2nd hearing on some othe_ related ETC 

13 docke ts. Are there any questions from anybody or any 

14 comments? 

1S MR . CO IT : l would just. for the record, 1 i ke 

16 to formally request that the Co~m1ssion designate each 

17 o( the -- based upon the record, the affidavits yet to 

18 be oubm1tted, that the Commi ss ion designate each of the 

19 rural telephone companies, SDITC member companies as 

20 ETC's and that their study areas be designated a s their 

21 service area . That's a ll I have . 

22 MS . WI EST : Thank you. That will close t he 

2) hearing. 

24 

25 

(THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P . M. I 
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.. l, Lori J. Grode, RMR . Notary Public, in and 

s for the State of Sout h Dakota. do hereby certi!y that 

6 the above hearing, pages 1 th rough 89, inclusive. was 

7 recorded atenograph:c6lly by me and reduced to 

8 typewr1t1ng . 

9 l FURTHER CERTIFY that the forego:ng 

: o ~ranac r1pt of the sa1d hear~ng is a true and correct 

ll transcript o! the stenographic notes at the time and 

12 place specified here1nbefore. 

13 I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative or 

~4 e~p:oy•e o r att o rney o r counsel o f any o f the parties. 

:s nor a re : at.ve o r employee o f such attorney or counsel. 

:~ o r !. nanc .a l! y 1nterest•d d:rect!y or indirectly :n 

:a re w:TNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

1c. h=l:-?.1 and se a : o ! o !:1 c e at Pierre-. Sou th Dakota, -:.his 

:st aay o ! Oe c e:,,oer. 1997 . 

~c r1 J Grode. RMR 
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MAIN STREET NORTH 
P. O. 80X39 

BISON, SOUTH DAKOTA 57620 
June 12. 1997 

South Dakota Public UUIIUes Commission 
State Capitol Bulldlng 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre. SD 57501-5070 

AttcnUon: Mr. William Bullard 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

TC 97-080 

PHONE (605) 2U -5213 
FAX (605) 2••·7288 

RECEIVED 
JUN I 6 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Enclosed you will Ond one ortglnaJ and ten copies of our formal request lO be 
dcstg.,atcd ns an eligible TclecommunlcntJons Carrier In the state of South 
Dakota. 

If addJUonaJ lnfonnatlon Is ne«fed. I may be reached al 605-244-5213 • 

JR:ss 

EnclO;Sure 

• 



TC97-080 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES C0Mt-.1ISSl0N 

OF THE. STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ) 
EUGIBIZ TELECOIOIUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

REQUEST FOR ETC RECEIVED 
DESIGNATION 

IUN , 6 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Wcsl RWer CoopcraU\'c Telephone Company ("\Vest Rl\'er Telephone1 pursu:m I to 

4 7 United Stat ea Code s«Uc n 214(el nnd 4 7 Code of Federal Rcgulollons SccUon 5'1.~01 

hereby acck.s trcm; Ilic Public UIIIIUco Commission rcomm1Mlon·1 dca~nnlfon IL'I nn 

"C'l~lblc 1clccommunlcaUorn1 carrier· wtlhln ll1e local cxchMp;e GTC35 lhnt conslltu te lta 

scrvicc area In South Dakota In suppon or this request. West RJ,·cr Telephone offers the 

following. 

I. Pursunnt to 47 U.S.C § 214(e) ll 15 the Commts,lon',; rcspon-5lblllty to deslgnnlc 

l~I cxchanp;c Ci'.ln1ers ("LECs") as ·cJIJ!Jblc tel«ommuntc.auons earners· ("E'l'Cs1, or ln 

olher word5. to determine which LECa hll\'C nssumcd unt,·ers:,I service obU~Uons 

consltltent with the federal law ond should lx- deemed eligible lo rc«lvc fcdernl universal 

llC'l"\1c:c support At !crust one cllJ!jble tcl«ommunlCi'.lt.lons en.mer ls to be dct~'\lcd by the 

Comnll$Slon for c:ich sen1ce area In I.he State Howe,cr . In the c:rusc of GTC3-5 sen"Cd by 

·n.1rnl telephone compnn1c:1·, the Comml531011 may not dcsl411.1te more tJ1nn one LEC ns 

on ETC without Orst Ondlnp; thnl such addlllonnJ de11t1v1111fon would be In tJ1c pul.illc 

tnter~t. Under 47 CFR § 54 201. bcgjnnln1t Jnnuruy I. 1998. only 1cl«ommunJCAU011S 

Ci'.I rrtcrs Lh.11 ho\'e received designation from I.he Commtsslon to scn.'C U4 nn cllglblc 

tclecommu nlC'lltlons Ci'.lmcr .,.,thin thelr scn1cc area Will be eltgfblc to rccel\'C (edcrnJ 

untvcni.:,J scn1cc support. 

2 Wcs1 RJ,·er Telcphon.- Ill the facUJUcs·ooscd loc.ll cxch.u1~e t"an1cr pn,sc.nlly 

pnl\'1dl~ local cxch nge lcl«omnmnlcatJons services ln I.he followtng ocha.ni ca. 

B111<1n 
BuffoJo 
Camp Crook 
Meadow 
Sorum 

605·244 
605-375 
605-797 and 406·972 
605-788 
605-866 i u;••n 



West River Telephone to tis knowledge Is lh<' only cnmer todny provfding loc:nl 

exchange trlccornmunJcnUons services In the nbove ldenllficd exchange nrens. 

3 . We,st RJver Telephone In nc:wrd with 47 CrR § 54. 101 offer:, the fol~1ng locnl 

cxchnngc telecommunlcnllon.s services lo oJI conaumcrs throuwiout Us sctv1cc nrca: 

- Voice gmde ncct'~s to the publlc switched network: 

• LocnJ exchange service lnc'ludlng nn ornounl of local =ge free <>f per 

minute chnrgcs ui1der o Oat mled local scn1ce package nnd os pnrt 

of n n .cn.,urcd loc.-:11 sctv1ce offering: 

- Dual tone mu!U-frcquency signaling: 

· Access to ernerJ!cncy se!'1CC$ such ns 91 1 or ent1anct'd 91 l public servicca: 

- Ae<:Clls to opcmtor services: 

• Accesis to lnterexchange service: 

• Access to directory a11Slst."lll1cc: and 

- ·roll blocklng servke to qu;,iHfied low-Income con1Jun,er11 

As noted nbo\'C, West River Telephone docs provide toll llmltaUon service in Lhc form 

o( toll blocking to qunllfylng consumers. howe\'er. the nddJtlonal toll llrnlUlllon sen1cc of 

·10U control" as defined In the 11cw f CC unlverso.1 service rules (47 CfR § 54.400(3)) Is not 

pnn1ded. West River Telephone Is not nW3J'e thnl nny local cxchru,ge cnn1er In South 

Dakota ha.s a current cnpnblllty to pro,·lde such service. Tue fCC g,wc no lndlcnUon prior 

to the releruic of l!A uritversal Rrviec order WCC 97-157) tlmt toll control would be imposed 

Cl5 nn ETC SCr\1ce requirement nnd. to our lnfom1nUon and belief. n., n result, LECs 

nationwide arc not positioned to mnke tt1c ser\1Cc lmmcdL'ltely :wnilnblc. In order for West 

River Telephone to provide the service. nddlUonnl usnge trnck1ng and st.omge capablUUcs 

wOI hnvc LO be tnstntl~ In Its local swltchlnj( equipment. At minimum. the sen1cc 

requireis a swl1c:1Jng software upgrade nnd 111 this Ume West ru,·cr Telephone Is 

ln\'cstlgnUng and nttc:mpllnl! to determine: whether the neccs.'WU}' soflwnn: has, been 

dc,•clopcd nnd wh n It might become ,wnUnblc 

AccordJn,ily. West Rlvcr Telephone ls fnct'd With cxecpllonol ctrcumsttnnccs 

concemlnl( llll nblllty LO make lt1e Loll control service ovollnblc rus set forth In the fCC's 

uruve~J KI'"IC!: Nii::! ruid 111u11 n:<1ue.11 n waiver from llte rcqu lrcmc:nl 10 pro\1dc 11uc:h 

2 



5ervice. Al lhl.s lime. u wn.lver for n l)(r1od of one ycnr Is n:qucatcd. Prfor to th'" enJ or the 

one yeor period. Wc:st River Telephone w11 I rcporl back to the Comr IS!!lon with spcdnc 

lnfommuon lndlmUn,t when lite 11c:<:el1Sllry network upqtides ron be n.nde nnd the S<:r\'lcc 

can be made o,'allable tc. asslsl low Income cu11l0mcn1 The Comml$slon mny properly 

~rant n wnlver from Jhc ·1011 control· requlrc:mcnt pursu:mt to •17 CrR 54 !Ollc) 

'I West Rt,·er Telephone ho.s previously nm! wUI conun•1e to ndvcrtbe the 

m-nllnbUity of Its loco! cxch:mt(c sc:rvtccs 111 mcdln of gcncml dl.5tr1buuon throu,_~out the 

e..,cchnn!(e nrens sel'\'cd Prior 10 lhl!i fllinit, Wc:sl River Telephone hns not 11cncrally 

ndvertl!led the prlCC>J charp,ed for ;i.11 of lhe nbove-ldentlfied SC1'\1C'e8 It will do so going 

forwnrd In n 'cord ,...,ill, any spcclflc ndvcnlsln11 a lnndnrds that the Commwton mny 

develop. 

5. Based on the foreiiolng. West River Telephone respectfully request thot lhe 

Com ml.salon: 

(ol gmnt u temporary waiver of the n:qulrcmcnt to provide ·1011 control· service: 

nnd 

(bl grant nn ETC dcstgnnUon 10 West River Telephone covcr111.ft nU of the local 

c.,ccha.ngc arcrui thnt constitute Its p!l'esc.111 scntfoc orcn. 

Doted this //7f>day of June. 1997 

Wcst River Coopcmtlve Telephone Compnny 

Darrell 0 . Henderson. General Mnnogcr 

3 
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MAIN STREET NORTH 
P. O 80X39 

BISON, SOUTH DAKOTA 57620 

PHONE (605) 24<1,5213 
FAX (605) 24',7288 

State of South Dakota 
PublJc UtlUUes Cornrnt~!on 
Sa.ate Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501-5070 

October I 0 . 1997 

RE: Docket IITC97-080 

Attention: Karen Cremer 

Dear Ms. Cremer: 

RECEIVED 
OCT I 41 1997 

ffiYt~~~4,K0~!~ Pusue 
"""'ISSION 

In response to your October I. 1997 request. enclosed you will find vertflcaUon 
of single-party service: and ltnk-up and mtfclJnc programs provided by our 
company. 

tr you have any questions or If addJUonal Information IS needed. I con be 
reached at (605) 244· 5213. 

~?J,~~J~ 
Darrell 0 . Henderson 
General Managt'f 

ODH:ss 

Enclosure 

'
' ...... ,, 

aZ: 



AODmONAL ffEMS TO OE INCLUDED IN 
DOCKET •TC 97 -080 

I. West Rlvcr Coopemtl,·c Telephone Compa11y has a\'-lllabl • single party 
~rvlrc to all c·u stomcn,. 

2 . Wc::,t River Cooper.alive Telephone Company Is not cu rrently offering 
Lifeline ru1d Link U services ,vtlhln Its exchanges. but ,vtll as n:qulred 
hy the FCC rules. 4/ CFH §§ 54.400 54.4 17 . make the established 
dlbcounl progr.uns available to Its quallfylnP, low· lnlome rublOrrn:r, 
beginning J anuary I. I 998 It I~ our 11ndcrsta11dh11,t thot while pr0\'1dlnA 
the Lifeline and I.Ink Up i,cr.'1ces Is a requirement lmpo:,ed on ETCs 
pun;uant to -17 Cf'H §§ 54 .405 a n d 54.4 11. It l<i not ac11inJly a 
p rcronditlon which mu ... t be met before ETC st:ll ub can properly be 
gmntecl by the Cornm1<1. ... 1on. 47 CFH § 54, IOI wh ich lli,Ls the scrvtcc 
obllgatlollb that must be met be~ore a canier ean re(-elve federal 
un iversal service s upport docs no t s pcet0<'ally reference Ufcllne and I.In k 
Up :.e r.11<:c:.. -

-oarrell O. llenden.on. bcln,I! duly sworn. states that he Is the General Manu,11.er 
for the responding party. tha t he has read the Initial ETC appllcaUon and the 
foregoing. and the !illmc arc true to h is own best knowledge. lnfom1auon and 
belief. -

D::ite the / l>7!:day of October. 1997 Sl11,ncd~j}~4£'> 

Title ~litre{ Jl1: ,>1•,.. 

STATE OF South Uakot;, 
ss 

COUN'fY OF Perkins 

On this the/() vJ, day of October. 1997. pcn.onaJly .1ppcan.-d 

knmV11 to me lO be 1 he person who cxcr u1cd the forc~olnt:t ln:.t rument and 

at·knowlcdgcd to me that he executed the same 

(SEAi.) 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY WEST ) 
RilVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ) 
ELIGIBLE TEL'ECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-080 

On June 16. 1997. the Pubhc Ut1hhes Commission (Comm1ss,on) rece,veo a request for 
desJgnabon as an ebg,b/" telecommunecauoos earner (ETC) from West River Cooperatove Telephone 
Company (West River Telephone) West River Telephone requested des,gna tton as an ebg,ble 
telecommunlea11ons earner within the toe.al exchange areas that con~Ulute ,ts seMce area 

The Commiss,on electronlcally lransmllled no11.-:e o f the lihng and the 1n1erven11on deadhne 
10 ,n1erested lnd1V1duals and entl11es No person or entity filed to ,nterveoe By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commission set the heanng for lh,s matter for 1 30 pm on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 412, State Capitol, Piarre. South Dak.01a 

The heanng was held as scheduled Al the heanng, the Comm,s ,on granted West Rrver 
Telephone a ooe year waiver of the requirement to provide toll control service within ,ts servte:e area 
At 11s December 11, 1997, meeting, the Comm,nion granted ETC des,gna1,on to West Rove r 
Tele phone and des,gnated Its study area as 11s service area 

Based on the evidence ol record, the Comm1ss,on enters the follOW1ng F ,nd,ng.s o f Fact a nod 
Condusoons of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 16, 1997, lhe Commiss,on recer,ed a request for designation as an ETC from West 
River Telephone West Rr.-er Telephone requested designalJOO as an ETC wrthin the local exchange 
areas that constitute ,ts se,v,ce area Wes1 Rover T eiephone serve, the follOWtng exchanges· Bison 
(60!>-2441 Buffalo (605-375). camp Crook (605-797, 406-972), Meadow (605-788). and Sorum (60S-
866J Ex.h,btt 1 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 U S .C § 214(e)(2) . the Comm,ss,on Is require<! to des,gnate a common 
earner that mee1S the requ1remen1s of sectton 21 41(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214{e){1). a common carrier 1ha1 is designated as an ETC ,s eligible 
lo receive un,versaJ seMCe support and Shaff. throughout ,ts service area, offer the 5e<Vlces that are 
supported by federal universal service support medlan,sms either us,ng its own facirrties or a 
combina1.ion of its own facilihes and resale of another e<1,ne(s services The came, mus1 also 
adv.ertl se the availability of such serw:es and the rates for the 50rvices using media of general 
d,stnbut,on 



IV 

The Federal Commun,cation$ Comm1ss1on (FCC) has des,gnated lhe following serv,ces or 
functionalroes as thOse suppo,1ed by federal urwet$81 $1!!tvtce support mechanisms ( 1) voice grade 
acceu to the public swi:ched ~ (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or ,ts 
functional equal, (4) single party service or 1ts functional equtValent; (5) access lo emergency 
services, (6) access to operator services; (7) acee-ss to interexchange seMce, (8) acce$s to 
d irectory assistance: and (9) toll limitation for quali fying low-,nccme consumers 47 C FR § 
54 101 (a) 

V 

As part of its oblogal!Ons as an ETC. an ETC 1s. required to make available Ufe!tne and Link 
Up sel"lllCes to qualifying low-Income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405; 47 CF R § 54.411. 

VI 

West River Telephone offers voice grade a...cess to the pubUc SWTtched network to all 
consumers throughout i ts service area Exhibit 1 

VII 

West River Telephone offeis local ellchange serv,ce 1ncludklg an amount of local uSBQe free 
of per m inute charges to all consumers throughout ,ts. service area Isl 

VIII 

West River Telephone offers dual tone mulll-ftequency signaling 10 all consumers throughout 
its sel'llice area 19 

IX 

West Rover Tel.ephone offers single party $erv,ce to all consumers throughout its service 
area Exh1b11 2. 

X 

We$1 River Telephone offers access to emergency $ervices to all consumers throughout ,ts 
servlCl!I area Exh1bi1 l . 

Xl 

West River Telephone offers acceS$ to operator services to all consume'S throoghout ,ts 
service, area 19 

XII 

West River Telephone offers access to 1ntere.xchange seMCeS lo all consumers throughout 
,ts seMce area. Isl. 

XIII 

West River Tele"hone offers access to directo,y ass,stance to all con$Umers t.tuoughout its 
service area Isl 

2 



XIV 

One of these- required 10 be provided by an ETC to qualifying low·lncome consumers 
Is 1011 limltattc,n. 47 C .F.R § 54 101(a)(9). Toll hm,u111on consists of both toll blocking and 1011 
control. 47 C.F R. § 54 400(a1 Toti control ls a service llun allows consumers to specify a certain 
amount or toll usage that may be Incurred per month or per btlllng cycle. 47 CF R. § S4.400(c) Toll 
blodung Is a service lhat lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgoing toll calls '4 7 
C.F .R § S4 400(b). 

xv 
West Rlver Telephone offers loll blodunig 10 all consumers throughOU1 ns service area. 

Exhibit 1. 

XVI 

West River Telephone does not currently offer loll control. Ill In order for West Rrver 
Telephone 10 provide 1011 control, additional usage tracklng and storage capablhtles will have to be 
installed ,n 11.S local switc.hing equipment West River Telephone Is attempt,ng to detenn,ne whether 
the necessary software has beeo developed and when it might become avallable Ill. 

XVII 

West Rive< Telephone stated that i t is faced with exceptional circumstances concerning ,ts 
abihly to make toU control service available and requested a one year warver from the requirement 
to provide such service Ill, Prior to the end of the one year penod, Wes1 River Telephone will repan 
back to the Commission with specific infonnatlon 1nd1cahng when the network upgrades can be 
11)8de ,n order to provide toll control. Ill, 

xvm 
Wllh respea to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supported by the federal 

universal service suppon mechanism and the charges for those services us,ng media of general 
d1sl/1bullon, West River Telephone slated that i t advertises the avaUability of its local exchange 
services ,n media of general distribution throu;ghout Its servk:e area However, West River 
Te1ephone has not generally advertised the prices for these servlees Ill West Rrver Telephone 
stated ,ts intention to comply wilh any advertising slandards developed by the Commission Ill. 

XIX 

Wesl River Telephone does not currently offer Lifeline and Unk Up service discounts In i1s 
exchanges. Elthlbil 2. West River Telephone will offer the Lifeline and Link Up service d1sCCYnts 
In all of its service area beginning Januaiy 1, 1998, in accordance with 47 C.F.R §§ S4.400 'to 
S4.417, inciuslve, and any Commission imposed requirements. Exhibit 2 

xx 

The Commission finds that West River T<elephone currently provides and will conttnue 10 
p,oVlde the foGowing servtces or functionalltles throughout ,ts service area· ( 1) voice grade access 
10 the pubtlc switched network: (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multl-freq1,-ency signaling: (4) single­
pany service: (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator services; (7) access to 
interexchange service: (8) access to d,rectoiy as s1stance: and (9) loll blod<Jng for qualifying low· 
income consumers. 

J 



XXI 

The Comm,ss,on finds that pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) ,1 WIii grant West River 
Telt:phono a waiver or the requirement to orrer toll control se,v,ces unld December 31, 1998 TIie 
Comm:ss,on fll'Kls that except,Onal Ol'OJfflstances pievent West Rrver Telephone from prov,d,ng toll 
control at lhis ~me due lo lhe dlfflc..lty 1n ob1a1nlng the necessary software upgrades to provide the 
serv,ce 

XXII 

The Comm,ss,on finds lhal West River Telephone intends to provide L1fehne and Lui!\ Up 
programs to quaJ,fy,ng customers throug.hout ,ts serv,ce area consistent with state and federal rules 
and orders 

XXtll 

The Comm,ss1on finds that West Rrver Telephone shall adveruse lhe ava,labthly of the 
services supported by the federal universal seMCe suppo11 mechanism and the cr.arges therefor 
throughout Its serv,ce area usmg medta of peneral dtstnbu1'0n once each ~r The Commiss,on 
fur1her finds lha1 d the ta1e 10< any o4 the seMC:<!5 suppo11ed by the federal universal sennce support 
medlanism changes, the new rate must be acfvenisOd using med,11 of general dlslnbut,on 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(eXS), the Commlss,on designates West River Telephone's 
c..rrent study area as ,ts service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm,ss,on ha5 1unsdiction over ttus matter 1>Ursuan1 to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31 
and47USC §214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2), the Comm.ss,on ,s required 10 des,gnate a common 
earner that meets the reqUlfements of sectJOO 214(6)( 1) as an ETC for a serv1c:e area designated 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(eXI), a common earner that 1s des:gnatctd as an ETC ,s eligible 
10 recerve unrversal seMCe SYPPOfl anct shall, throughout rts service area oller the setV1Ces that are 
supponed by federal unrversal service suppon mecharusms either using ,ts own facallt,es or a 
ccmbina1,on of ns own faoh11es and reYle of ariother camel's servius The camer must also 
advenise the ava1lab1hty of such services and the rates for the services using med,a of general 
d1stnbu11on 

IV 

The FCC has des,gna1ed the rouowing services or funet,onat,t,es as thOse supponed by 
federal universal serv1ce suppon mechanisms (1) v0tce grade access to tho public switched 
network, (2) local u1 ,ge, (3) dual tone multt-frequency s19nahng or ,ts funcuonal equal (4) s,ngle 
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party s,ervice or ,ts functional equivalent. (5) access 10 emergency serv,ces, (6) access to operator 
services; (7) ac:c:ess to interexc:hange servic:e, (8) ac:c:ess to d 1rec:tory ass1s1ance; and (9) toll 
hmitat,on for qwflfying low-income consumers 47 C.F.R § 54 101(a). 

V 

As pan of rts obligations as an ETC, an ETC ,s required 10 make eva,table Ltfehne and Link 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers 47 C F.R § 54 405; 47 C F.R § 54 411 

VI 

WeS1 River Telephone has met the requirements of 4 7 C F R § 54. 1 O 1 (a) with Ille exception 
or lhe a bil1ly 10 offer toll control Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c:). l'ie Comm,ssJon conc:Judes that 
West River Telephone has demonstrated exceptional circumstances that Justi fy granting i t a waiver 
o f the requirement to oiler toll control until Decemb<>r 31, 1998 

VII 

West River Telephone shall provide Lifeline and Link Up programs to qunhfymg customers 
lhroughout ,ts service area consls1en1 with state and federal rules and ·ders 

VI II 

West River TelephOne shall adverttSe the ava1lal!>drty of the services supported by the federal 
unrvers.al service suppon mechanism and the charges therefor us,ng media of general d1stnbution 
once eac:h year. If the rate for any of the se<vic:es supported by the federal universa l service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised u s,ng media of ~nera l d1s1nbut10n 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5). tt>e Comm,ss,on designates W est River Telephone's 
a.rrent study area as ,ts service area 

X 

The CommtsSIOO designates West River Telephone as an eltQlble telec:ommunicauons c:amer 
for rts :,.erv,c:e are, 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that West RM!f Telephone's current S1udy area is des,gnated as 11s service area, 
and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that West River Terephone shall be granted a wruver of the 
requirement to otter toll control servtees until December 31 1998; and ,t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, lhat West River Telepl)()ne shall follow the advert,sing requlremen1s 
as ltsted above, and ,t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED that West R111er Telephone 1s des1gna1ed as an elig ible 
1elecomm1.1n,c:a11ons c:amer for ,ts serv,ce area 
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NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

Pt.EASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entere<i on Ille /? ·~ ay of December. 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days alter the date of receipt or 
failure 10 accept delivery of the decision by the parties 

Dated at P,ene, South Dakota, this ( 1 uday of December. 1997 

CERTlflCA lE Of' SERVIC( 

Tho ~......,,. ·- - -----_, ...... _., 
•oconltn 11'11-. • loo:ado, IN--
..... ,,., ,_ .. t>yl'nl- ...... ., .. _., =7{J~~= 
c.u 

1 

1.;> I 1~/9z 
7 
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~ Weit RfMJfJ Jf ~ ~ t-. C00eER~~:.1E;EPHONE 

MAIN STREET NOkTH 
P. 0 BOX 39 

BISON, SOUTH OAKOTA 57620 
December 23. 1997 

Bill Bullard 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Staie Capitol BuUdlng 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

PHONE (605) 2'4,5213 
FAX (605) 2«·7288 

RECEIVED 
DEC 'l 6 1997 

SOUTH DAK'OT A PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Enclosed you will find a signed copy oliWesl River Cooperative Telephone 
Company Lifeline and Link-Up Pinn and "Exhibit A" which Is a copy or the 
South Dakota l"ubllc UtUIUes CommJsslons (SDPUC) Final Order a nd Decision 
regarding the South Dakota Ufellne and Link-Up program. 

I bave been assured by the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission that a 
copy or our Eligible TclccommunlcaUons Carner deslgnauon has been pro\tfckd 
to all approprmte agencies by the SOPUC. 

lf additional lnformallon or cenlflcaUom Is needed. please advise at your 
earliest convenience. 

Sincerely. 

b.t~~,,,,c,,.--
General Manager 

DOH:.ss 

Enclosure 



LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
OF WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

The Wes1 Rl'cr Cooperau"e Telephone Company subm11s this pl.in pursuam to J i CfR ~ 
SJ 40l(d) Wc:s1 Ri~.-r Coopcr:mvc Telephone Company hns been 1tes1gna1cd as an chg1blc 
1clecommumca11ons earner by the Soulh Dakota Pubhc Utilitu:s Commwion r'SDPUC .. ) and. JS 

such. must make L1fclim: an<' Link Up service available to qualifying low-income consumers J S sci 
fonh m lhc Comm1ss1on 's F111al Order and De(iswn, Nu11cc of Entry c)j Dccis1011 dated November 
18. 1997. 155ucd III Docket TC97- 150 Ila tbc: Mnm:r of the lovs:sui:nuon ioio 1ti, l 1fohnc Md Lmk 
Up PmWJ1Wsl. which ,s anathL-d us Exhib11 A. and coru1s1c111 with the: crih:rfa cs1abhshcd under .i­
CFR §§ 5.1 .100 to S.I.J 17. incluswc. 

,\ . General 

n1c L1lchnc and Link Up programs ass.m qualified low-income consumers b) pro, ,ding 
for n:ducL-J monihly charges and reducL"<I connccuon chnrgcs for local lclephone scr. 1cc 
The usststancc applies 10 :i single tdc:phon,: line at u qu.ililicd consumer's pnnc1pal pl.1cc of 
residence. 

2 A qualified lo"·mcomc consumer 1$ a telephone subscriber who participate.~ m nt leas1 
one ofthc following pubhc assistance programs 

n Medicaid 
b. Food S1a.mps 
c Supplemcnial Secun1y Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Public llousing Assistance 
c. Low.fncomc Home Energy Assistance Program (LHEAP) 

3 1\ quahtio.!d low,mcomc consumer is cli,giblc 10 receive cithcr or bolh l.1fchnc .u1d 
LinkUp nss1sumce . 

.I. West River Coopcrau\'e Telephone Company will ad,•enisc 1hc availabiht~ of L1ic:l111..­
and Link lip services and the charges therefore usmg media of general dis1nbut1on :rnd: m 
acconJ wi1h any rules lhat may be dc,elopcd by the SDPUC for apphc:mon to ehg1bh! 
1elccommunica11ons earners. 

S In addi11on. West River Coopera11vc Telephone Compllny. as requm:d by the f'inal Ordu 
u11d D1ms1u11; .Vo11ce of Entry of Decwo11 of the SOPUC (F.>.h1bit A). will md1ea1c: ,n it's 
nnnual rcpon 10 1he SDPCC the number of subscnbcrs within it's SCTV1cc area rc-cciHng 
L1fc:lmc and'or Link Lip assislMcc. In addition. this 1nforma11011 ,,..,II be pro\ldcd 10 lhc 
Umvcrsal Ser. 1cc Administrative Company l"USAC'). 

6 lnfom1auon as 10 1hc number of consumers qualifying for Lafchnc and.01 Link l p 
ass1!>1ancc c:mno1 curren1ly be provided by West River Coopcra11ve Tclcphor.~ (omp.u1~ 
b«:iusc II hJS no j(CCU to the go"cmment mformalion n.:cessary to dctcrmuu: ho" man; of 
us lclcphonr subscnbcrs arc pat11c1pa11r1g 111 lhc above rcfcrcneL"<I pubhc J.sS1s1ancc 
programs V. 1thou1 this mfom1auo11. Wcs1 R1\'cr Cooperative Telephone Comp.i.ny c.umot 
pnl\'uk, at this 1,nic, even a rc11Sn~llk C$II mate of thi: numbi:r of 11s 111b:,;:nbtrs ,,.. ho. ,tlitr 
Junu.iry I. 19')8. wilt be rccc1\"lng Lrfchnc Jndlor Lmk Up s1:r.1cc lnformat,on as 10 1hc 



number of ns lo\\•tncornc subscnb<n 4uJh()mg for I 1fd1nc .1!k!.or I ml. t p c-.111 be 
pro, 1ded J!lcr Jpphcataoru for lafchnc GIid lank l p ,1.\!',1st.incc h.i,c bttn rc.:cl\ cJ b, \\ 01 
Ra, er Coopcr.111, c Telephone Comp.ui, 

7 In •. :cord "11h the SDPL C's Fm11/ Onl,•r t1ffd f),•.:-1110ff ,\1111u IJ/ £111n .,, (J.,,·,s11,n, 
\\'cs1 Rhcr Coopc11111,c Tckphonc Comp.in~ "ill m.il.c Jpphc.11,on fo~i .1, ~,l.ihlc 10 JU ,,1 
11~ C\15llni; rc:,1Jcn11;il cu)lomcrs. 10 ;all """ c~1omc:n "hcn the, .1ppl) 1or tl"'1dcn11.1I lo,:.il 
1clephonc 'Cf'\ 1cc. GIid 10 other persons or cnuu,:,; Ufll'n lht'ar rC'tjuc,1 

8 . l.lfrline 

t.1fchne >Cl'\ ace mum J rc1.1d loc.11 'ff\ .cc ulfcnng for "hach qu.1h1 c:J lo" -1nc<>mc 
consumer. p.i) reduced chJrgl."'\ 

1 La(clmc sel'\1cc: mcludCli ,oacc gr.we Jnt:l>s to 1h1: pubhc ~nch<d nct\\orl., l<>cJI U$.1)!< 

du.ii tone mulu·lrcq~m.-> sagnlhng or its funcuonal cqul\.tlent, )tni;lc-p;i.n> scna~e er ah 
hme11onal ,:qua, alcnL access 10 cmcrgcnc) >Cl'\1CC> Jcccss It' npcr.itor St"r' 1c~ • ..cccss to 
mrercxchangc SCl'\ICC. access to J1rec1ory :.ss1s1.MCe. Jnd toll hmm111on 

J Qu;ihfic:J lo" -income subscn~ are rcquartd :o submn an 4""hc;111un fonn m order i.:i 
l"C'CCI\C l11ehne St'n'ICt'. In 3ppl)'tnlt IOI I 1fehne us1s1ance lhe >Ub,cnbff mu~ Cfflll\ 

under rmah) of pelJUr) lh.11 the> arc currcnll> parucapJUng an at k.ist one o r lhc qu.ihf) '"!I 
puhhc :iss1,1ancc progrnms holed m • «taon ,\ 2. JOO\ e lo add1t1on. th;: suh,cnl>CT mu.,1 
Jl!l« 10 nollf) \\'est Ra,cr Cooper.111,c: Telephone Comp.m} "hen lhC') cc.uc pJrtmp.,11n11 
m lhc qu.ih f}tn!! pub he us1s1ance progr.imcs l 

4 The 101al rnonthl} la(chnc cri:J11.;,..a1l.ible 10 qu.ihfied consume!\ 1s S5 25 Wn1 Ra,cr 
Cooper:ill\ c Telephone Company shall pro'1dc lhc Clfed11 to qu.ihficd consumcn b, 
Jppl\lng 1he tcderal b:isclmc: ~uppon iltnOunl of SJ 51) 10 ,...u,e the consumer's tedc:r.il EnJ 
L\CI Common I me charge .aml .appl)ins the ildd111onal .iulhorucd tcder .. t surpon ;un.,un101 
SI •5 .i.s a crcd1110 the con,wner's 1n1r.ur.11c locll! i.cl'\1ce r.itc The (eJentl buehnc su;>fll)n 
.amount 3Jld ndd111onal suppon av,ulahle, 10111hng SS.:?5. shall reduce \\c,1 Rl\ct 
Cooperau,c Telephone C'ompwi) lo"'est uinffol {or 01hCN1Jc gcncr:tll~ a,.uuble 
rc,1den11al r:ne for lhe SCI'\ aces listed .ibo, e m Sccuon B 2 Per lhc ;m.ichal SDPL C Fur..it 
OrJir unJ J>l'ns1on. ,\'011cr OJ Enm of Dtcuroff, lilt' SOPl 'C bu .1u1hon1cd m1ra.sc;uc rate 
rcducuons for d1g1blc 1clccommumc:111on, earners m.ikang rhe .idd111onal fcder.il Jppon 
.imounr of 51 7S a, ,ul.iblc The SDPUC J1J nor cst3bhsh ii st.ire L1fchnc prognm 10 1unJ 
an~ further rare reductions 1hh1b11 A. Fmdmgs o( hlc:1 VII ;and \'Ill, WlJ C'onclus1ons 01 
L .a" II anJ 1111 

5 W~1 RtH·r Coopcrau, c T elephonc Company "111 no1 disconnect subscnben from thc,r 
L11chne sm ace for non-p;1ymcn1 of 1011 charges unless rhe SDPLC'. pursu:m1 10 J- CFR ~ 
SJ Jl)l(b)( I), h.u iu:intcd the compan} :i "111, er from lhe non-d1SCOMCCT rcqu1rcrnen1 

6 l:\cq,1 10 the e~tcnt that West R1,..cr Coopcrau,e Telephone< ompm} has obwmc:J J 

\\Jl\cr from 1he Of'l:C pur)u:tnl 10 J7 CFR ~ SJ IOl(c). rhc con1pan~ lihllll offer coll 
hm1lJl1on 10 .ill quahfym11, low-mcumc consumers "'hen lhcy subscnhc to L1felmc Cl'\rcc 
If 1he subsc.,ber el«IS h> 1tte1, e toll llmiu11011. th.ii sen 1cc )Ii.ill become: p.111 ot" due 
~ut, .cnbcr"i I ,fehne SCl'\ICC 

l 



7 West Rm:r Cooper.mvc Telephone Company will not collect a crvicc deposit an order 10 

im1m1c Lifolinc service if the qualirying low-incomc consum~T volu1114rlJy clccGs toll 
blocklng on their telephone line. However, one month"s local service chlllgcs may be 
required IJ.S un ad\·nnce p:i.ymcnt 

C. Link Up 

Lank Up means: 

(:11 A rcduc11 n in the customary charge for commencing telccommum~lions 
Scl'\0icc for o single: tclccommunications connection at a consumer's pnnc1pal pl,u.:c 
of residence. The reductions shall be SO percent of lhc customary cha1ge or SJ0.00, 
whichever is less; and 

tb) 1\ deferred schedule for p:iyment of the ch:i.rgcs assessed for commencing 
service. for wluch lhe consumer docs not pay interesL The interest cha.rg.c:s not 
:i.ssc:ssed to t.hc consumer shall be: f~r connection charges of up to 'i200.0Q lh!31 llfC 
deferred to a period no1 10 cxc~cd one year. 

:?. Chlllgcs a.ssc:s.~cd for commencing .service include :my charges that arc customaril>' 
assessed for connecting subscribers to llhc network. These charges do not include any 
penmss1ble sccumy deposit requ1rcmcnis. 

3. The Link Up program shall allow a, consumer to receive the benefit of lhc Link Up 
program for a second or subscqu.cnt umc only for a principal place of residence with '111 

address different from lhe residence address a1 which the Lmlc Up assiJt.ancc wu.s pro~idcd 
previously 

West River Cooperative Telephone Company 
801 Colem:i.n Avenue 
P.O Box 39 
Bison S D 57620 
Telephone# (605) 2~ -5213 

By _________________ Gcncrul M:i.nagcr 
Name 

J 



I Xlt l BIT ' 'A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGAIION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE ANO LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER ANO 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

Al its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeung, the Pubhc Ut1ht1es Comm1ss1on 
(Commission) voled to open a docket concerning the Federal Commun1cat1ons 
Comm1ss1on·s (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline a:nd 
link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that II would provide for 
add1uonal federal support in the amount of $1 75, above the CUtTent $3 50 level However. 
1n order for a state's Lifeline consumers to rece111e the additional $1 75 in federal support, 
lhe state commission mus1 approve that reduction m the portion of the Intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C.F R § 54 403(a). Add1t1ona1 federal support may also be rece,ved 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from Uie intrastate junsdiction, 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C FR § 54.403(a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth In 47 C F.R. § 54,401. 

By order dated August 28. 1997. the Commission allowed in1erested persons and 
entities to submit wntten comments coocem1ng how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifehne and Link Up programs. In their written comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions· 

1 Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions 10 allow 
consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support to reoewe the additional $1 75 1n federal suppoirt? 

2 Whether the Comm1ss1on should sel up a state Lifeline Program to fund further 
reductions rn the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether the Commission should modify the existing Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shalt the Comm1ss1on file or require the earner to file 1nforma11on with the 
admrn1strator of the federal universal service fund demonstrating that the earner's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria set forth 1n 47 CF R § 54 401{d)7 

By order dated October 16, 1997. the Commission set public heanngs to receive 
public commen• on the quesuons listed above The hearings were held at the following 
trmes ancJ places 

RAPID CITY Monday, October 27. t 997 1 00 p.m , Canyon lake Senior Citizens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SD 



PIERRE 

.s.LQ.UX FALl,.S 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, I 30 p m , State Capitol Bulld1ni,. Room 
1112. 500 East G.1p1tol Avenue, Pierre. SD 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997, 9 00 am . Center for Active 
Generahons, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

At i ts November 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as lollows On the first 
issue, the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reduchons to allow ehg1ble consumers 
to receive the add1t1onal SI 75 in federal suppon With respect to tl'le second issue, the 
Commisst00 deoded to not set up a state ufehne program to fund further reductions at this 
ttmo On the third issue, 'he Comm1ss1on ehm1nated the ex1s11ng TAP proyram that 
requires u S WEST and earners that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to k7N income customers age 60 and over The Comrmss1on 
fur1her ruled that the South Dakota Ltnk Up program follow the FCC rulos. In addition, the 
Comrmss1on ordered that staff, in consultatioo with the carriers, develop a standard fonn 
for self-cert1fication, that tMse forms be sent to all of their rustomcrs pnoc to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers. and that the carriers mako the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
ca.mer be required to fife with the FCC the lnfomiatJOn demonstrating that the came(s plan 
meets the appltcable FCC et1tena and that the earner send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Funner, that the earners lnciude 1n thetr aMual report to the Comm1ss1on 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

BasE>d on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs, the Commission makes the following F1nd1ngs of Fact and Conclusions or Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Ltfet1ne program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Ltnk Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST 8l'changes pursuant lo 
its Decision ano Order dated February 17, 1988 issued 1n Docket F-3703, !n the Matter 
of &be 1nvestmauo0 1mo 1motemema11o0 of a Iatephone Ass1s1aoce Piao for South DaJsota 
Customers Exh1b1t 1 at page 1 Subseqoont buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America p,ograms 1.d at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance 1s $7 00, S3 50 of whtch IS lederally funded, Wlth th'8 
remaining S3 50 funded by the local telecommun1cat1ons carrier 1.d at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was ong1nally allowed to charge a surcharge 10 fund the program U S WEST 
suosequ,..ntly gave up that nght in Dod<et F-3647-8 to !be Maner of the Pubhc Ut!11ues 
comm,ss,oo 1ovesu9a1,oo ,ma the Effects of the J 98§ I01tRerorm Act on South Dakota 
Ut1htt<:s Ellh1bll 5 In 0<der to receive the TAP ass,stonce a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and participate ,n either the food stamp or the low-mcome 
energy assistance program Exh1b1t 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The Unk Up Amenca program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-half 
ot the quahfyhg subscriber's telephone service connectton charges up to a maximum of 
S30.00. Id at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have b-een provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within 11,e previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
inicome tax purposes ( dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). Id The Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. jg. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Ood(et No 96-
45, lo the Matter of FederaJ:State Jojnt Board! on Universal SeCYI~. adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal bast:11ine Lifeline support Will 
be SJ.SO per quahfy1ng low-income consumer with an additional S1 75 in federal support 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding reduction 1n intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403{a) Add11ional federal Lifeline suppon in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline suppon (not to exceed S7 00) 1s also avallable. lsi 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction 1n the telecommun,cat1ons carnet's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carnet's customer connection charge or $30 00, wtuChever 1s less. 47 C.F R § 
54.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer 1s el191ble for support 1f the consumer partreipates 1n one of the following 
programs. Medicaid. food stamps; Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance; or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F R §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54.41 S(b) In add1t1on, if there 1s no slate Lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must certify under penalty of petJury that the customer 1s rece1v1ng benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the earner if the customer ceases to participate 
1n such program or programs jg. 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Comrmss,on should approve intrastate rate reducttons 
to allow consumers eligible ror Lifeline support to receive the add1tional $1 75 1n federal 
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support. The Commission finds that 1t shall authorize intrastate rate reductions for ehg1ble 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 10 allow eligible 
consumers 10 receive the addiuonal S1 75 1n federal support Thus. the total amount of 
federal suppon is S5 25 per ehg1bte customer 

VIit 

The second issue 1s ....nether the Comrniss1on should set up a state L1fehne program 
to fund further re<1uct1ons 1n the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state L1fehne program to fund further re<1uct1ons at this time 

IX 

The third issue 1s whether to modify or ehm1nate the eXJstJng Ufehne program or 
Link Up !)<ogram Wrth respect lo the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall ehminate lhe exisllng TAP p<ogram that requires U S WEST and carriers that h ave 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a S3 50 reduction of local rates to low 1.ncome 
customers age 60 and aver. The Commissfon further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link. Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. Stt 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54.41 7 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not iostituting further state funded reductions 1s 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultauon with the earners, develop a standard form for self­
certijfication. The earners shall send these forms to each customer prior 10 January 1, 
1998. The earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth ,ssue 1s wnether the Commission should file, or in the attemauve, require 
the earner to file 1nformaboo with the fund adm1nislfator ~ 47 C.F R § 54 401(d). The 
Comm1ss1on finds the earners shall be required to file that informauon demonstrating thal 
the came(s plan meets the apphcable FCC rules and that the earner send an informational 
copy to the Commission The carriers shall also be required to 1nciude 1n their annual 
repon to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive lifeline and Link Up 
suppon 

CONCLUSION S OF LAW 

The Ccmm1ss100 has 1unsd1chon over th,s matter pursuant 10 SDCL Chapter 49-31 , 
speofically 49-31 -1 1, 49-31 -3, 49 ,31-7, 49-31-7 1, 49-31-11 . 49-31-12 1 49.31 1: 2 and 
12 A, and47CFR §§54400 1054 41 7 



II 

Pursuant 10 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a), the Commission authonzes mtrastale rate 
reductions f,x eligible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to at.low eligible consumers to receive the additional S 1 75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Comm1ss1on declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
redudions at thls bme. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and link Up programs shall be 
modified to follo'll the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-alrtificalion The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998, The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F .R. § 54.401 (d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating tnat the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and lhat lhe carrier send an informational copy to lhe Coomission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the· Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and link Up suppor,, 

It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal suppon, and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that lhe Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at this time; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program: that the South Dakota Lifeline and Lmk Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self­
certification: ''lat the carriers shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
JanlU8t)' 1. 1998: that the carriers shalt also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the carriers make the forms available to any person or entfty upon request; and 
itls 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that lhe carrier shall file with the FCC the informa1ioo 
demonstrating thal the carne(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
seno an informational copy to the Commission. The earners shall also include 1n their 
aMU31 report to the Commission the number of subsct1bers who receive Life:,ne and Link 
Up support. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 1/rl,,day of Novem'>er, 1997. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

(OFFICIAi. SEAl) 


