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From: Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org>
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 8:27 AM
To: Melissa Schmit; Molitor Brittney
Subject: RE: [External] FW: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood
Attachments: Commercial Prairie Dog Applicators page.pdf

Melissa, 

There shouldn’t be any burrowing owl, swift fox, or black- footed ferret restrictions on the property.  I would 
recommend contacting one of the commercial applicators on the list attached and have the prairie dog towns poisoned 
this fall/winter. 

Scott Guffey 
Pennington County Natural Resources Director 
3607 Cambell Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 
(605) 394-5320 office phone
(605) 391-1926 cell phone
scottg@pennco.org

From: Melissa Schmit <melissa@geronimoenergy.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 10:51 AM 
To: Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org>; Molitor Brittney <brittneym@pennco.org> 
Subject: RE: [External] FW: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 

Hi Scott, 
The Wild Springs landowners have historically and are continuing to manage the prairie dog population on their land up 
until we start construction.  We have coordinated with the SDGFP and USFWS on prairie dog colonies and due to their 
concern about the burrows providing habitat for burrowing owl and swift fox, we are planning to avoid the 2019 
mapped extent of the colonies in the area  and will be collapsing burrows outside of nesting/denning season that are 
within the project footprint prior to construction.  We are evaluating population control measures during operations so 
if you have any recommendations, it would be appreciated.  

Thanks, 

 Melissa Schmit 
 Director, Permitting  
E: melissa@geronimoenergy.com

P: 612-259-3095 

From: Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org>  
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 4:32 PM 
To: Melissa Schmit <melissa@geronimoenergy.com>; Molitor Brittney <brittneym@pennco.org> 
Subject: RE: [External] FW: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 

Ex. A9-2



2

Thank you Melissa, it looks like a very through plan.  I did not see prairie dogs referenced in the plan, what is the plan for 
them? 
 
Scott Guffey 
Pennington County Natural Resources Director 
3607 Cambell Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 
(605) 394-5320 office phone 
(605) 391-1926 cell phone 
scottg@pennco.org 
 
From: Melissa Schmit <melissa@geronimoenergy.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 1:58 PM 
To: Molitor Brittney <brittneym@pennco.org>; Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org> 
Subject: RE: [External] FW: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 
 
CAUTION: This email is from an outside source. Use caution before opening attachments, clicking links or providing 
confidential information.  

Brittney and Scott, 
Thank you for the notes and Noxious Weed Management Plan - I have attached an executed copy.  For your reference, I 
have also attached the Wild Springs Vegetation Management Plan.  The plan has been updated to reference the Noxious 
Weed Management Plan and it has also been added as an appendix.  
 
Scott – if you have any questions about the project please let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 

     
 

   

 
 Melissa Schmit 
 Director, Permitting  

E: melissa@geronimoenergy.com 

P: 612-259-3095 
___________________________________________ 

8400 Normandale Lake Boulevard 
Suite 1200, 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
952-988-9000 

 

From: Molitor Brittney <brittneym@pennco.org>  
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 2:51 PM 
To: Melissa Schmit <melissa@geronimoenergy.com> 
Subject: [External] FW: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 
 
Melissa- 
 
See comments below. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brittney Molitor, MAS, CFM 
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Planning and Zoning Director 
Pennington County Administration Building 
Planning and Zoning Department 
130 Kansas City Street, Suite 200 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
Phone: 605-394-2186 ext. 1408 

            
 
From: Guffey Scott  
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 8:59 AM 
To: Molitor Brittney <brittneym@pennco.org> 
Subject: RE: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 
 
The property has Canada thistle and prairie dogs present on the property.  See attached noxious weed plan to address 
the Canada thistle.  Prairie dogs are a species of management concern in SD and recommend controlling the prairie dog 
towns prior to disturbance to minimize prairie dog movement onto neighboring landowners. 
 
Scott Guffey 
Pennington County Natural Resources Director 
3607 Cambell Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 
(605) 394-5320 office phone 
(605) 391-1926 cell phone 
scottg@pennco.org 
 
From: Molitor Brittney  
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 3:59 PM 
To: Smith Sean <sean.smith@pennco.org>; Schock Mark <marks@pennco.org>; Miller Joe <joe.miller@pennco.org>; 
Harvey Jerome <Jerome.Harvey@pennco.org>; Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org>; Hughes Mark 
<Hughes@pennco.org>; Hofmann Michaele <Michaele.Hofmann@pennco.org>; Rufledt Jr Ted <ted@pennco.org>; 
'Bartlett, Stacy' <Stacy.Bartlett@state.sd.us>; Dame Patrick <Patrick.Dame@rcgov.org>; Allen Dwayne 
<allen@pennco.org>; Doreff TJ <tj.doreff@pennco.org>; Ervin Jeri <jerie@pennco.org>; Jansen Stephanie 
<Stephanie.Jansen@pennco.org>; Proietti Kristina <Kristina.Proietti@pennco.org>; Rausch Kelsey 
<kelseyr@pennco.org>; Sack Cody <cody.sack@pennco.org>; Theunissen Jason <Jason.Theunissen@pennco.org> 
Subject: RE: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 
Importance: High 
 
The Hearing Date for this request is JULY  27, 2020. 
 
Brittney Molitor, MAS, CFM 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Pennington County Administration Building 
Planning and Zoning Department 
130 Kansas City Street, Suite 200 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
Phone: 605-394-2186 ext. 1408 
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From: Molitor Brittney  
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 3:55 PM 
To: Smith Sean <sean.smith@pennco.org>; Schock Mark <marks@pennco.org>; Miller Joe <joe.miller@pennco.org>; 
Harvey Jerome <jerome.harvey@pennco.org>; Guffey Scott <scottg@pennco.org>; Hughes Mark 
<Hughes@pennco.org>; Hofmann Michaele <Michaele.Hofmann@pennco.org>; Rufledt Jr Ted <ted@pennco.org>; 
Bartlett, Stacy <Stacy.Bartlett@state.sd.us>; Dame Patrick <patrick.dame@rcgov.org>; Allen Dwayne 
<allen@pennco.org>; Doreff TJ <tj.doreff@pennco.org>; Ervin Jeri <jerie@pennco.org>; Jansen Stephanie 
<Stephanie.Jansen@pennco.org>; Proietti Kristina <Kristina.Proietti@pennco.org>; Rausch Kelsey 
<kelseyr@pennco.org>; Sack Cody <cody.sack@pennco.org>; Theunissen Jason <Jason.Theunissen@pennco.org> 
Subject: (Due 7/12) Utility Scale Solar Energy System - New Underwood 
 
Please find the attached request.  Due to the size of the application, it is available here for your review. 
 
Comments are due back by July 12, 2020. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brittney Molitor, MAS, CFM 
Planning and Zoning Director 
Pennington County Administration Building 
Planning and Zoning Department 
130 Kansas City Street, Suite 200 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
Phone: 605-394-2186 ext. 1408 

            
 
 
 
This e-mail, including any attachments, is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is covered by the Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC §§ 2510-2521. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any retention, disclosure, distribution, or copying of this information is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please reply to the sender that you have received this message in error and then delete it and any attachments. 
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