BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ) SDCL 49-41B-24.1
APPLICATION BY MERIDIAN WIND

PROJECT, LLC FOR APERMITOFA ~  MOTION TO EXTEND DEADLINE
WIND ENERGY FACILITY AND A 345- FOR COMMISSION ACTION
KV TRANSMISSION FACILITY IN )

HYDE COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA . EL20-013

Pursuant to SDCL 49-41B-24.1 Meridian Wind Project, LLC (herein Applicant) requests
the SD Public Utilities Commission (herein Commission) extend the time for a decision in this
matter as authorized in SDCL 49-41B-24.1. By way of background and in support of this
Motion, the Applicant offers the following:

1. On April 23, 2020, the Applicant filed documents with the Commission to obtain
siting/construction approval for a wind farm and associated 345 kV transmission line
facility in Hyde County (herein the Project).

2. The Project applied for a Conditional Use Permit in Hyde County which hearing was held
July 7, 2020. Hyde County has been unable to pass a motion on the application due to
having a small make up of the Board of Adjustment for this application. Hyde County is
taking steps to reform its procedures congruent with the passage of SB 157 in the 2020

Legislature.
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The Project’s intention is to reapply for a Conditional Use Permit from Hyde County in
the very near future. Reapplying will provide Hyde County with an ability to fill a full

Board of Adjustment to hear the application and render a decision.



4. Pursuant to SDCL 49-41B-24 the Commission must issue complete findings within nine

months of receipt of an application.
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Unless extended, the deadline occurs on January 23, 2021.
6. The Applicant now requests the Commission act, pursuant to law, to extend the docket 90
days so that the Applicant can reapply in Hyde County and conclude those proceedings.
7. SDCL 49-41B-24.1 gives the Commission authority to extend the above deadline upon
request of the applicant.
WHEREFORE, the Applicant respectfully requests the Commission extend the deadline for a
decision in this docket by at least ninety (90) days.
Dated this Z__/_ day of August 2020.
MAY, ADAM, GERDES & THOMPSON LLP
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BY: . \/
BREPT KOENECKE
Attorneys for Petitioner
503 South Pierre Street
PO Box 160
Pierre, SD 57501-0160
(605) 224-8803
brett@mayadam.net
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Brett Koenecke of May, Adam, Gerdes & Thompson LLP hereby certifies that on the ,_C
day of August 2020, he electronically filed a copy of the foregoing in the above captioned action
on the following:

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen
Executive Director
patty.vangerpen(astate.sd.us

Ms. Kristen Edwards
Staff Attorney
Kristen.edwards(@state.sd.us

Mr. Darren Kearney
Staff Analyst
Darren.kearney(@state.sd.us

Mr. Jon Thurber
Staft Analyst
jon.thurber(@state.sd.us

Mr. Casey Willis

Senior Project Developer
ENGIE North America
casey.willis@engie.com

Ms. Marilyn Ring
Hyde County Auditor
hvdeaud(@venturecomme.net

Mr. Nicolas Ferens
nferens@hotmail.com
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