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_Transmission line hearing 
(First S!>pt. 9) 
NOTICE OF 

PllBLIC BEARING 
• Big Storie South to Ellendale 

345 kV Transmission Line 
Project 

On August, 23, · 2013, jointly 
: Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a 
· Division of· MD:U. Resources 
: Group, Inc., a Delaware corpol:'a­
: tion and Otter Tail Power 
r Company, a Minnesota cOrpora­
: tion, (jointly, the .Applicants) 
: filed with the South Dakota 
• Public Utilities Commission 
: (Colllllrission) an Application.for 
• a Facility Permit for the Big 
~ Stone South to Ellendale 345 kV 
. Transmission Line project 
· (Application) and a Motion to 
: Schedule Prehearing Confei:ence 
~ (Motion). The -Application 
: requests Commission approval 
• of a :permit to construct a 345 kV 
-~ transmission line of approxi­
: mately ISO to 160 ID.iles in South 
~ Dakota (Project). The line will. 
· cross the South Dakota and 
: North Dakota border in Brown 
• County, South .Dakota_ and 
: extend south and east through 
• Brown, Day and Grant counties 
: to the Big Stone South Substa· 
: tion in Grant CoUnty, · South. 
. Dakota, near Big Stone City. 

ModificationS to the project may 
_ occur depending qn the .. final 
· route permitted, land rlgbts and 
: final engineering design. The 
~ Commission ha:s jurisdiction 
: over this . matter pursuant to 
• SDCL Chapters 1-26 and .49-41B 
: and ARSD Chapter 2Q: 10:22. 

The Commission will hold 
. public input hearings. on the 
· APPI,i.cati,on on Thursday, Octo­
:her 17.2013: 

Hearing 1: 
12:00 p.m. CDT 

Northern State University 
Student Center. Centennial 

Rooms 
1200 South Jay Street 

Aberdeen. South Dakota 
(Parking available in the lot 

. along Washington Street be­
: tween 12th and 14th Avenues). 

Hearing 2: 
7:00p.m. CDT 

Milbank VlSitor Center, 

Commuuity Room 
1001 East Fourth Avenue 
Milbank. South Dakota 

Pw:suant to the Americans 
with 'Disabilities Act.. these hear­
ings will be held in pbyslcally 
acceSsible locations. If you have 
an Americans with Disabilities 

. ·Act accommodation. request, 
please co~. the Public; Utili­
. ties Commission at 1-800-332-1782 
at least 48. hciurs prior to the 
hearing. 

l'he purpose of these public 
input hearings will be to · hear 
public comment regarding the 
trangmjssion, line permit Appli­
cation. and the project. At the 
hearings, Applli:ants will pres· 
ent a brief description .of the 
proj~ following which, inter­
ested persons may appear and 
present their views, comments 
and questions regarding the 
Application. A copy of the Appli­
cation is on file with the Brown, 
Day·aild Grant County Auditors 
pursuant to SDCL 49-4J.B.I5{5) 
and at. the Commissioner's office 
in Pierre, SD. The Application 
and all other documents in this 
case, including a det3iled map of 
the project. may be accessed on 
the commission's website at 
www.puc.sd..gov under Commis­
sion Actions, Commission 
Dockets, EJ.ectrl<: Dockets, 2013 
EJ.ectrl<:Dockets, EL JS-028. 

Pursuant to' SDCL 49-4IB-17 
and ARSD 20:10:22:40. the parties 
to this'proceedjng.are ~tly 
the Applicants and the Comnris­
siOn.. Any person residing in the 
area of the project; each munici­
pality, county and governmental 
agency in the area whei-e . the 
project is proposed to be sited; 
any non-profit or:ganization 
formed in whole or in part ,to 
promote conservation or natural 
beauty, to protect the environ­
ment,. ·personal health or other 
biological values, . to preserve 
historical sites, to promote con­
sumer interests, to represent 
Commercial and industrial 
groups, or to promote the order­
ly development of 'the area· ln. 
which the .project is to be sited; 
or any interested persons, may 

be grantOO party status in this 
proceedi.ug by making written 
application to the Commission. 
Applications for party status 
will be av.a.Uable at the project 
input hearings or inay be 
obtained from the Commission's 
website or by contracting the 
Commission. Applications for 
party status must be received by 
the Commission on or before 
October 22, 2013. 

Following the public input 
hearings, the Commission may 
schedule· a fOrmal evidentiary 
hearing conforming to SDCL 
Chapter 1-16 to consider any 
issues raised by any intervening 
party, Commission Staff or the 
Commission itself. At such for­
malhearing. all parties will have 
the opportunity to ~ pres­
ent evidence and cross-examine 
the other parties' witnesses and 
exercise all other rights afforded 
by SDCL Chapters 1-26,49-1, and 
49-4lB and ARSD Chapters 
20:~0:01 aild 20:10:22, including 
the 'light of appeal to the courts. 
Absent a contested issUe, the 
CotnmisSion will schedule· the 
matter for decision at the regu­
lar or a special meeting of the 
Commission. 

For approval, the Applicants 
must show that the proposed 
project will coniply with all 
applicable laws and rules, will 
not pose a threat or serious 
injury to the environment nor to 
the social and .economic condi­
tion of illhabitants or expected 
inhabitants in the siting area, 
will not substantially impair the 
health, ·safety or welfare of the 
lnhabitants and will not unduly 
interfere with the orderly devel­
opment·of the region with .. due 

· consideration .having been given 
to the views of governing bodies 
of affected local units of govern­
ment. Based upon these factors, 
the Commission Will decide 
whether the permit should be 
granted, denied or granted upon 
such terms, conditions or modi­
fications of the construction, 
operation or maintenance·as the 
Commission finds appropriate. 

(Last Sept16) 


